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Mi nu res of rhe firsr sirring of rhe Conseil 
souverain, Quebec, 18 eprember 1663. 

The signarure of Bishop Laval, who was a 
member of rhe Conseil, appears here. 
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Archives narionales du Quebec, Cenrre 
d'archives de la Capirale, Quebec: Juge­
menrs er deliberarions du Conseil souve­
rain, vol. I, fol. l. 
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fa ycnunt- ~'-· c , q11,u11y .:.1 1 l•o l -;ir~ , hY.t tll:: 1 · 

tfrrU"ii-..·m.:nl- cf. /." ~r· · _, · · ,, · ..., , ., 1'o·r«1 ':~ 1 . 1et :1( c_ ' ,,.p, ~ 1'-1>1 1e•t f <' tf.<l.V• 

~ e:1~ '/'atr" T"';"""- o - 111r1J11o ·c.. , , t /c•td 1,u: i7u.:. /''"1"~ 
(..(L- -O:.-/en/. , tie- "tt71u f(._ ;:,'- c rt1111 1 1f11 i c4 f-t~n.-' t//uu/ nr·N / reA'n;. 

1lt<W lt.·"/J !;r/r/"t'hL'lt · 

Pasroral lerrer from Bishop Laval, which 
expressly prohibirs and forbids under pain 
of excommunicarion incurred ipso facto, 
giving in payment ro rhe Indians, selling, 
reading, or giving for norhing and 
rhrough grarirude eirher wine or spirirs in 
any manner wharever, and under any 
prerexr wharsoever," Quebec, 
5 May 1660. 
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Archives de l'archidiocese de Quebec, 
Quebec. 
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Repudiation of Alcohol; Father Claude 
Chauchetiere (1645-1709); brown ink; 
20 x 15. 7 cm.; from the manuscript 
"Narration annuelle de la mission du Sault 
depuis sa fondation jusques a l'an 1686" 
(1667-86). 

The religious authorities in the colony 
were opposed ro the sale of spirits ro the 
Indians. Inroxicating beverages caused 
various disorders among the Indians and 
were a major obstacle tO establishing and 
maintaining the Christian faith among 
them. On the other hand the civil 
authorities generally tended to tolerate 
this traffic, which seemed to favour the 
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fur trade, the main source of wealth in the 
colony. 

Archives deparcemenrales de la Gironde , 
Bordeaux, France . 
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~.OiiiJ par. In 3Taa'Oe, 0iw fA.oLJ .O~ -:-"I 
· JraJ.;u..tt~( ·na11attl,"t:ho11J 7'n''r.u11e.. i1 ttm11~0Jalll l h • 
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( 

.... 

L Jtaua' J,,!.!J.:,tuutt .i'u. 9JieLl ~to:~J /i.Jai~~n 1 t•fdanJ f ""-
Oct111ttc. •91.urt.L' 71u. "'f"J aaonJ J'ollJlrn1Li. • 7n1J711.1Z.. , cou!t.c...._..,... 

f ou.ttt::lt.17Jtl;.1"'4hUfJ.' dt ftutOft.1 ti dakl fa /'a~x. rl(c •110.1 P1111w11' 

o11f. t la.~ ronltlt,-nl<t flac~cfhv aux cou~~/t'o11a 9u.vnf'UJ &«.> tliLon 

· pto/eod~ 11ot~J 11iftym} ~;,.,,,,,~,toil.clr.1t~ d~.Afain/3 ('},M,,n 1ii'ryy,,t· 
nfl.I Jotn(t o u . 71u.A'a. t])1J1Tfl't""< ·dt l!Jl.jbJ'oa ot'Jt1::tte~ ·, 111tNJuJ 

fu ttit:tt ~c nolw nO(l.JJd11.cc.. fr, f,t"(f>;.1::_'-!m~ff'ty1 p.out'fu~y nou• 

· · e.Jle. ' ~apor1~.1iu.:ouura. ~"": y~ el ~a611m'.d "d~ 1wJ/-u 11rua d~a 
11ow• ,.tc._;J,,,_,,wooitou11r tuiotv Cle,, C:,uu.v uxuA. f'ouu &_uy- 001nim.J 

& Jact.t.mtmt, auftw Ve 71ttJh<.J ~ldttc~mowGfc(t 'l"i'' Oa0t"1 

. '"\ ' I 
fll OLlf){J.'(~(fn/1 /lo«~ a.uuon> Vomu.JnoJ Ot~UL'l el (Xf'f,11.U. · """/ . 

.fuv c.a..J1vu &..1 an~~" V<t111"tt<J1 ti t/Jlanl 11tu.1Jan a;1rutnl df... 

/
Jouwot.v a &uu Ju,8 .. 1 ~ Jfnnc.a..,p au~ J.11vhi 11rn t :i o r J !J'1ft"..Jt.O.. el 

' , ' 
fotouJect , tfJt Jcr.wv;Jc•uv CCI tp1 O tJ J1te,J1neJ Jno'J<'lll'f.. ?"; cnil-

fdW /nah'lut 011' ft.Jprt1111e1u t,~'/icrw1J f?fttJh"t11tt ,e, t :rct"fa111 &.­
\."!<' (,tJjr? tlf.u:\ 7Jav d(.J 111at'luu J'l/01111t1w 0~111 j~',, ,, ,.,,,~ ·§".;'-' ~ 
&-ut '\)(Jll~ UCOllllOtJltv fa 7n~h. 1 ~u./olf{latu1., <t a ce.J' Catu 

lJ.a.u.1tt.J CJ,nJ'idctahont'r a cvnoi':J tuoa.u.a"o. de /~11;6... df' ltro -----
('bn.uil ti dt 11tr.1f'u,,C1tlru"•1c.. . ~1e1u .... .1'/J/r1i1< '/m1.11a 7tc.c.. > el auto ti~ 

~~afw, nou..J 1UW1tJ da,Jtaf«.c..' ti ot""Vo1111c..
1

1 r t par art /''t'' .J tnl~t.'c - - ..... 

aft91U:.> de 110Jh.<.. •J11aut 1 ?Ji..JonJ 1Jfat1.1011rt ti ot u1111C"'11ct. 1 "l.Jonfa11 4_ 

et1101uplauf uyu1 f .t1Jutt-./. ~· 
I 

~J d 1'x.111td Oultt. • f, J 0Gf a.lt"o11 J "' /,J Otoi~: )t '/j fuv n/1'"""el~'r 
Cnfret~mtnl- o Chauo1 l\tJ do.c~an .: I f'hnd1u" ~c fct/'ott ot.JJ , Of 

d ~1, el cn1 ,f Jtt4 "''aflJJ l"~J?<l14J1a"/;"tu ~71tuh c.. 1n111"11iGfc. f" · 
fa VtJ.Utuotl ru'/>araua11I- .1 I . · \ 

Leners patent from Ki ng Louis XlVin the 
form of an edict concerning t ithes in 
Canada, Saine-Germain-en-Laye , 

Having learned that many Canadians 
"wanted ro have regu lar parish pries ts ro 
adm inister the sacraments ta them, 
instead of movable priests and pa rish 
priests whom they had had before," the 
king decided that henceforth tithes "will 
belong entirely co each of the parish 
priests throughout the parish where he is, 
and where he wil l be fixed in perpetuity, 

i.nstead of the movable priest who served 
them before." 

In th is way, the king imposed upon the 
bishop the obligation ro create fixed 
parish charges. 

May 1679. 
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Archives nationales, Paris, France: Fonds 
des Colonies, serie F:;'\ vol. 3, 
fol. 63, 64. 



Presenc stare of parish charges and 
missions in Canada, 1683 . 

In view of the slenderness of rhe tithes and Archives narionales, Paris, France: Fonds 
rhe small number of heads of families, c.les Colonies, serie F"·', vol. 3, fol. lj . 
very '.ew parishes could supply a Jiving for 
a parish priesr. Cerrain priests had 
therefore ro serve more than one parish. 
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VIII 

Spiritual life 

In the first half of the seventeenth century a current of mysticism went across France, 
which also had an effect upon the colony, through the agency of several persons, monks 
and nuns, priests and laymen , who lived in it . Among them Mother Catherine de Saint­
Augustin , of the Hotel-Dieu de Quebec, has an important place. 

At that period the settlers themselves, with a few exceptions, led an orderly life and in 
general displayed great piety. Several devotions were in honour in the colony, such as the 
devotion to Sainte Anne , of which the church Sainte-Anne-du-Petit-Cap (Sainte-Anne­
de-Beaupre) was already the centre. Important personnages and ordinary people went 
there on pilgrimage and left ex-votos, often as the result of a promise made in a moment 
of danger. 

Just as did the Indians at Lorette those at La Montagne in Montreal came in for praise 
from the authorities for their religious behaviour. The Iroquois at La Montagne 
profited not only from the zeal of the Sulpicians , who were in charge of the mission, but 
also from the devotion of Marguerite Bourgeoys's nuns, who were beginning moreover, 
to spread about everywhere in the colony. 

Nonetheless there were "abuses" in the country, and they became more and more 
numerous, it seems, as the years went by. Bishop Saint-Vallier made it his duty to 
denounce them . . 
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~ .. 
7. Ii. vant que nous parlions du detail de la Vie 

de cette vertueufe Religieufe , en voicy comme un 
. abrege dans une lettre que Monfeigneur l'Eveque 
de Petree ecrivit a la Reverende Mere Marie de S. 
Auguftin, Fondatrice & Superieure des Religieufos 
Hofpitalieres de Bayeux, apr~s la mort de celle done; 
la Vie ell: icy decrite. I 

Ma chere Mere , . ii ya grand fi1jct de benir Dieu 
de la conduite qu'il a tenuc fur notre Sreu r Cathe­
tine de faint Auguftin: c'etoit une ame qu'il s'etoit 
cthoifie pour luy communiquer des graces tres­
grandes & tres-particulieres : f.-i faintete fera micux 
c:onnuc dans le Ciel qu,en cecte vie; car affeurcment 
elle efl: extraordinaire. Elle a beaucoup fait , & 
heaucoup fouffert avec une fidehte inviolable, & 
ut1 courage qui etoit audeffus du conunun. Sa cha-

rite pour· le prochain ~oit capable de tout cmbraf­
fcr pour difficile qu'il fut. Je n'ay pas befoin. des 
chofes extraorc:Unaites qui fe font paflees en elle 
pour etre CQnvaincu de fa fain~et~ ; fes V-<;fi¥1bles 
vertus me la font parfa.it~n1ent. conno1tre.. L' on 
envoye ~u R •. P~re Rag~uenc:au "les rern:1rqu~s. que 
l~on. a fattes de ce que lion a pu corina1ti;e des gra-. 
ces · & d.e$ vertus qui ont paru davantage en elle, 
Vous aurei fans doute bi en de la conf olation de 
~oir ce q~e I' on en~ reciieilly .Dieu-a fait une faveur· 
hien particuliere a nos Hofpitalieres de ~bee, 
& mem~ i . tout le Ca,nada,lors qu'il ya envoye cet-: 
te Ame qui luy ctoit ft chere. A ~bee, le ~o~ 
Oetobre 1669., -· 

~a chere Mere. 

Paul Ragueneau . La vie de la mere Catherine 
de Saint-Avgvstin. religie11Se Hospitaliere de 
la Misericorde de Q11ebec en la No11velle­
Fra11ce. Paris : Chez Florentin Lambert , 
1671, pp. 7-8. 

Y otrt tres-humlile & trtl·obe1.f1nt 
fHVite14r F"R AN C 0 IS>. 
e 11(qut Je p 1trle. 

Bishop Laval spoke in praise of the late 
Mother Catherine de Saint-Augustin , 
religious of the Hotel-Dieu de Quebec , 
considered robe a saint: "I have no need of 
the extraordinary things which rook place 
within her in order to be convinced of her 
saintliness; her real virtues make it 
perfectly known ro me ." 
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1 ational Library of Canada, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts Division , Ottawa. 



Ex-voro of Pierre Le Moyne d'lberville 
( 1661-1706); arrist unknown; oil ; 
1698-1700; 76. 2 x 56.5 cm. 

~ 248 ~ 

In 1658 a chapel in honour of Sc. Anne 
was builr ar Core de Beaupre. even years 
later Marie de !'Incarnation wrote her son 
rhar miracles were taking place rhere: 
"You can see paralytics walk rhere, rhe 
blind receive sight, and people sick with 
any sort of malady recover rheir health. " 
Common people and even important 
persons such as d'Iberville would go there 
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on pilgrimage and leave ex-voros as a 
mark of gratitude. 

Musee Hisrorial, Sainte-Anne­
de-Beaupre. 



- ~ .... ~,,'lf.1 r;,,,~ 
,,,,,,.,,,.~ I tf' f' - --

Letter from Intendant de Meulles to the 
minister Seignelay, Quebec, 4 November 
1683 . 

The Sulpicians' mission at La Montagne 
(Montreal) seemed to be very successful : 
the little Indians were learning "their 
faith" there, as well as learning to "sing in 
Latin at church, to read, to write , and to 
speak French ." 

The same was true for the schools of the 
sisters of the Congregation de otre­
Dame: "They are teaching all the young 
girls from all sides with utter perfection." 
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Archives nationales , Paris , France: Fonds 
des Colonies, serie ci I\, vol. 6, 
fol. 193v-194, 198. 
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J. Nous hl\cndon~ trcs • e1prclfcmcnt aux filles & aux vevues , d'avoir fa gor­
ge, Jes epaules. OU la tetc decouvcrtes Jorfqu'clks fc prefentcnt au Sacicment de Ma­
riage: cnjoignons aux Carcz II aurres P1etru de nofi rc Diocefc de ee Jes y poiru 
rccevoir en cet ellat, & Jc c~i" Auffi csall:ement la m2in j ce que nous leur avons 
deja cy-devant ordonne de nc point admcure ks filles Sc les femmes aux Sacremcns de 
:Penitence & d'Euchariltic, OU a l'offrandc. "' aux qucftes qui fe font dans lcs E~lfcs, 
Ii clles ofoienc s'y prefentcr avcc une p.ireille indccencc, & immodeftie ; commc cllaor 
unc cho!C indig ue de la profdiion du chrifiianifme , & encore plus de la faintet~ de · 
nos Temples & condamoec pour cette etfct dans la fainte Ecriture par k faint Efprit, 
dans ks Ecrits des faints Peres & Doch:urs, & dans les Conllicut ions de l'Eglifc. 

f· No~s avons efl:e fen liblemenr toachez d~r.s Jes vi lites que Nous avons fa itcs dans Jes 
t'aroiffes de la campagnc, d'lpprendre l'abus qui s'eft glilfe parmis pluficurs de for­
tir du P:·onc & de I' exhortation qui fc fair aux jours de Ferc-. & D irnanchcs a Ja 
Meire Paroi!Iialc • fans neccffice , & pour Jtlcr cau[cr dans k5 m.aifons pendant .le Ser­
mon; cettc coummc qui 9"ell: iurroduite en divers ~n'.iroits de cc Dtocefc cfr unc mar­
~oc evidentc d'indevotion &d'irreligion qui tournc au mepris de la parole de Dieu 

7 . .Et pa rec quc nous avons dle informcz qu'il fe fai foit en di vcrs lieux des atfcmbl ~cs 
de danfes & aurrc:s diveu;ffcmens .aux jours de Fctu & Dimancbes, & quclquefois 
memc pendant le Service divin, cc qui el\ deffendu par lcs Ordonnances du R.oy 
& p.tr lc:s Loix de la Police fcculierc, Nous cxhortons de conjurvns pour l'Jmour de 
Notrc-Sdgncur, & pour l'honneur de la Religion rous ks fidcllcs de noftrc DiocCfc, 
de s'abfteair a l'avcnir de ces fortes de cbofes Jans lefdits jours , & pour cc qui elt 
des danfcs & autrcs recreations dangcurcufes qui fe pi;itiq .Jc111 cntre perfonnes de d if, 
fcrcnt fcxc. corn me l'cxperiencc fair voir qu'eltes foot a la plufpa1 t des occalions pro­
.ch.aims d'un grand nombrc de pechcz conlidcrables , Nous cxbenons les Curcz , Con .. 
fclfc:urs, & autrcs qui ont Coin des Ames de lcs en derourocr pir toutcs les voycs lcs plus 
c:fficaces qu'ils pouront uouvcr. 

I. Nous avons auffi apris avcc bien de ·la douleur qu'un grand nombre de perfonnes 
·fur tout de jeuncs hommes & de gar~ons fc donnem la liberre de proferer en toures 
rencontres clc~ paroles deshonneres, ou s double entente, cc qui caufant clans les ma:urs 
unc corruption qu'on nc pcut affez deplorer, nous voulons que les Pafteurs & Con­
feffcurs u!Cnt de tous lcs rnoycns qu'ils jugeront propres pour deraciner ceuc licence 
cmpeftec; qu'ils fc comportenr a l'cndroic des perfonncs habituces a ces infames dif­
.cours, comme en.ers lcs impud-iques d'habitude & memc fcandaleux , & qu 'ils ne 
leur aa:ordenr l'abColution, qu'apres qu'ils auront des pr~uvcs fuffifar1ces de leur coa­
.rricion par le .retranchemcnt de ccs paroles impures pendant un ·temps raifonnablc. 

?· Ayant rem.arque que oonobftanr l'cxall:itudc quc nous avions apporte a faire con­
noitrc aux pcuplcs l'obligation <iu' ils ont de payer ks difmcs, pluficurs pcrfonncs neanmoins 
s'cn difpcnfcnt; cc qui pcut provenir de la facilite que lcs Curcz ont de les ab!oudre, 
fous pretexcc de la crainrc qu'ils ont de paroitrc intcreffc'l . . Nous . vo~ I.ans remedier. i 
cc mal , declarons quc le paycmcnt des di fmcs ecant d'unc etrOltC obligauon par Jes Lo1x 
naturctlcs , divines, Ec-clcfiafliquc.> , & civiles ; Jes peuples nc peuvenr manquer ace dc­
voir Cans fc rcodre coupablcs de larcin , ou de retention du bien d'autrui, qui tient 
meme du facrilege, commc cftant un bien facre & Ecclefiaf\ique, & qu'ain!i les Curez 
& autrcs Confrlfcurs de cc Diocefc nc peuvcnt co confcicncc admctrrc aux Sacrcmcns 
lcfd1ces pc:rfonncs, c'c(\ pourquoi nous lc11r~ cnjoi~nons de oc l~s y point rcccvoi_r , 
Jorfquc par lcur faucc , ils n'auront pas payc lcs d1x?1cs , ou q~t nc les au .. ont p~1nt 
paycz fidcllcmc:nr , foit en retcnaot unc partic de cc qui cft dcu, {oa co donnant cc qui ell: 
de plus mauvais. 

Mgr Jean-Baprisre de La Croix de 
Chevrieres de Sai nr- Val 1 ier. Ordonnanre de 
/\I onseigneur tevesq11e de Quebec pour remedier 
a dilferens ab11s. Paris: Urbain Cousrelier, 
1691,pp. 2-3. 

Among rhe abuses denounced by rhe 
bishop, ler us menrion the immodesr 
dress of cerrain women when ar church, 
rhe "impure words" rhar several persons 
"rake rhe liberry ofurcering on every 
occasion," and "rhe dances and orher 
dangerous forms of recrearion which are 
prac.~ised berween persons of differenr 
sex. 
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Orrawa ( egarives nos. C 11 3059 and 
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