Records of Our History

Colomial Identities

Canada from 1760 to 1815




A" : % 3
- | W ¥ N 5
ks "




Colonial Identities



Records of Our History

Colonial Identsties

Canada from 1760 to 1815

Bruce G. Wilson

I* National Archives  Archives nationales
of Canada du Canada



“ Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1988
Available in Canada through

associated bookstores

and other booksellers

Cat. No.: SA2-129/3-1988-1E
ISBN: 0-660-12721-0
Canada: $24.95

Other countries: $29.95

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be repro-
duced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without the prior written permission of the Publish-
ing Services, Canadian Government Publishing Centre,
Orttawa, Canada, K1A 089.

Canadian Cataloguing in Publication Data

Wilson, Bruce G., 1946—
Colonial identities: Canada from 1760 to 1815

(Records of our History)
Issued also in French under title:
Identités coloniales.
DSS cat. no. SA2-129/3-1988-E (bound)
DSS cat. no. SA2-129/3-1988-1E (pbk.)
ISBN 0-660-12666-4 (bound): $34.95 (§41.95, foreign)
ISBN 0-660-12721-0 (pbk.): $24.95 ($29.95, foreign)
. Canada—History—1763—179 1—Sources.
. Canada—History—1760-1763—Sources.
3. Canada—History—1791-184 1—Sources.
I. National Archives of Canada. II. Title. III. Series.
FC410.W5S4 1988 971.02 C88-099000-7
F1032. W54 1988

WO —



Table of Contents

Foreword
x

Introduction and Acknowledgments
X1

Exploration and Surveying

A Contemporary Account of Little-Known Spanish
Voyages Along the Pacific Coast, 1774—1792 2
A Native of Nootka Sound (Vancouver Island), 1778 4
Cook’s Men Turn Back from Their Search for a
Northwest Passage, 1778 6
The Log of a Spanish Ship that Almost Started a War, 1789 8
Vancouver Traces the Coastline of Modern
British Columbia and Alaska, 1792—1794 10
The Western Interior Begins to Emerge:
Arrowsmith’s Map of 1795 12
The Interior Emerges: Arrowsmith’s Map of
North America, 1814 14
A Landmark of Eighteenth-Century Surveying:
The Atlantic Neptune, 1775—1781 16
A Small Portion of Murray’s Gigantic Map of the
Province of Quebec, 1761 18

After the Conquest
21

A New Dawn? The British Army Occupies
Québec City, 1759 22
The British Commemorate Their Victories, 1758—1760
Some French and French-Canadians Leave 28
A Few British Come 30
The Proclamation of 1763:
The British Set Out How They Will Govern Quebec 32
The Church Faces a Crisis 34
Life Goes On 36
The British Revise the Rules: The Quebec Act of 1774 38
Newfoundland: Britain’s Greatest Ship, circa 1800 40
Peopling the Maritimes: A Census of 1775 42

[N
RSN



The American Revolution, 1775—1783
45

The Rebel Appeal to French Canada, 1776 46
A Loyalist Speaks His Mind, 1775 48
The Americans Attack: Montgomery’s Campaign to
Montreal, 1775 50
Benedict Arnold Shells Québec City, 1775-1776 52
Halifax: Guardian of the North, 1781 54
The Loyalists Come: A Loyalist Provisioning List, 1786 56
The Loyalist Boom Town of Shelburne,
Nova Scotia, 1789 58
Origin of the Term “United Empire Loyalist,” 1789 60

The Embryo of Modern Canada, 1784 62

Settlement and Population
65

A Record Birth Rate 66
The Loyalists Transform the Face of English-Speaking
British North America, 1783—-1784 68
Some Americans Petition for Land, 1792 70
The Skirl of Bagpipes: A List of Scottish Immigrants
to Canada, 1802 72
The Theory: A Model Township, 1790 74
The Reality: Diagram of Dunham Township,
Quebec, 1796 76
Conditions of Land Granting: Yonge Street, 1798 78
A Royal Town: Halifax, 1800 80
Québec City: Comfort and Squalor, 1804 82
A Capital Among the Tree Stumps:
York (Toronto), circa 1803 84
The Mail Gets Through — Maybe,
1811-1812 86

Political and General Social Development,
1784-1812
89

Upper Canada 90
Quebec 92
A Massive Counter-Petition Attempts to Avoid Reform
in Quebec, 1784 94
Posters from the First Quebec Election, 1792 96
A French-English Clash in the Quebec Assembly, 1805 98
Governor Craig and the Suppression of the
Parti canadien, 1810 100
Nova Scotia 102
New Brunswick 104
Prince Edward Island Through Rose-Coloured Glasses,
1779 106
A Prince Edward Island Exposé, 1808 108
Newfoundland: The Colony that Wasn't Supposed
to Be, 1813 110

vi



Economy

113

Tables Reveal the Extent and Value of the Montreal
Fur Trade, 1767 114

A Voyageur Signs Up with the North West Company,

1787 116
Join the Hudson's Bay Company and See the World:
A Recruiting Poster, circa 1815 118

Eyeball to Eyeball on Cat Lake: Fur Trade Rivalry
Intensifies, 1790 120
The Founding of the Red River Colony, 1812 122
A “Wooden” Country: New Brunswick, 1784 124
Hull to Québec City or Bust: The Lumber Boom is
Born, 1806 126
An Early Concern with Conservation, 1808 128
Wooden Ships for Wooden Cargoes, circa 1815—-1820
The Dawning of the Great Age of Sail, 1760-1815
Making the Atlantic Coast Safe for Canadian
Commerce, 1806 134
A Busy Shipping Season for Liverpool, Nova Scotia, and
the Beginnings of a Millionaire, 1811 136
Cod Makes Newfoundland North American, 1810

130
132

138

A Fishing Station on the St. Lawrence River, 1809 140
Were They Growing Fences? Farming in New

Brunswick, circa 1790 142
Patterns on the Land: French-Canadian Agriculture,
1795 144
Merchant Shops in Québec City, 1806 146
A Mill at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, circa 1801 148

Child Slavery? An Apprentice’s Indenture, 1785 150

Religion

153

Congregartional Meeting House, St. John's,
Newfoundland, circa 1789 154
The “New Light” in Nova Scotia, 1775-1784 156
The Pious Habitant? 1810 158
A Defender of the Faith 160
A Manuscript of Possibly the Oldest Preserved
Canadian Composition, circa 1756-1791 162
“The Most Valuable Baptist Document in Ontario,”
1805 164

Society and Culture
167

The First Novel Written in North America, 1763—1768
An English Canadian Poem, circa 1806 170
A Poem by French Canada’s Most Significant

168

Contemporary Writer 172
Canada’s First Ethnic Publication, 1787 174
French-Canadian Portraiture, circa 1800 176

Seeds for Sale, circa 1764—1773 178
Fishing on the Montmorency River, 1782 180
A Dance in the Chateau St. Louis, 1801 182

vii



Social Conditions
185

Lottery Tickets, 1781 186
A Mutual Insurance Club, circa 1805 188
The Inmates of a Hospital at Montreal, 1814—1815 190
Liquor Control, 1787 192
The Petition of a Thief Against the Branding of His
Hand, 1795 194

Native Peoples
197

An I portant Fragment in the Beothuk Puzzle, 1768 198
A Symbol of Micmac Resistance, circa 1804 200
The Iroquois: Brother Against Brother, 1780 202
Western Indians: Dependants of the Fur Trade? 1776 204
The Pacific Coast, 1778 206
An Extraordinary Painting of an Inuit Costume,
circa 1768-1781 208

War of 1812
211

A Letter that Gave the British a Vital Warning,
1812 212
An Indian Ceremony to Mark the Death of Brock,
1812 214
French Canada Supports the War, 1813 216
Chateauguay, 1813: A Key French-Canadian Victory 218
Attack on Fort Oswego, 1814 220
Carnage at Fort Erie, 1814 222
A Woman’s View of the War, 1814 224
Canada’s Most Famous Privateer, the Liverpool Packet,
1813 226
The Upper Canada Preserved Medal, 1813 228

Index

231

viii



Foreword

Colonial ldentities is the third volume of a National Archives series entitled Records of
Our History. The series is based on the premise that Canada’s past has a future: that
Canadians can come to a better understanding of themselves through an appreciation
of their collective memory — their archival heritage. The book can be used by scholars
and the general public both as a reference tool and as a general history. It consists
of reproductions of 113 archival documents — manuscripts, maps, works of docu-
mentary art and rare printed items. Almost all are contemporary to the period. Some
have the stature and significance to make them national treasures, while others, once
part of everyday life, are now made rare and precious by the fact of their survival.
All are drawn from the extensive collections of the National Archives of Canada.

The documents have been arranged by broad theme with a commentary to
describe each item, fit it into the theme and explain the significance of such material
in understanding our past. The book is designed to allow readers to browse through
it or to read it from cover to cover, and refer to the records that illustrate, support
and explain the text.

I trust that many people will have the opportunity to read Colonial ldentities. It
is my hope that the wealth of records it contains will make Canadian history more
alive and meaningful. This, after all, is the objective of the National Archives of
Canada.

Jean-Pierre Wallot
National Archivist



Introduction and Acknowledgments

Between the years 1760 and 1815, Canada as we know it today did not exist. In the
scattered colonies and territories of the half of North America that would one day
become the Canadian nation, people went about their daily routines in ways that
now seem exotic and quaint. In retrospect, the period was one of limited colonial
identities.

No other period in the history of Canada, however, incorporates more events
and developments as basic to the understanding of present-day Canada as that between
the Conquest and the end of the War of 1812. In that period, a coherent geographical
outline of Canada was pieced together for the first time. The previously unexplored
parts of the Prairies, the western mountains and the Pacific slope all became known
to Europeans. Only the far north remained little known, except to its own in-
habitants.

Like our own days, this period was one of wars and uncertainties. Its conflicts
shaped modern Canada. The Conquest established a basic reality of Canadian exist-
ence: the continuing presence of the French and English cultures within a single
political entity. Both language groups then established patterns of confrontation and
conciliation within which they still co-exist today. Other ethnic groups at the time
adapted to this pattern, some finding advantages in a mixed-culture society, others,
like Canada’s native peoples, having to struggle to maintain their distinctiveness.

A second conflict, the American Revolution, coming less than twenty years after
the Conquest, shattered dreams of a British empire that would encompass most of
North America and, almost by default, define Canada’s modern boundaries. The
Revolution brought to Canada a population, refugees from the old Thirteen Colonies,
who would be both attracted and repelled by their former homeland. The War of
1812, thirty years later, gave the British American colonies a sharp awareness of the
might of their southern neighbour, but also marked their firm rejection of absorption
into the republic. International events, like the French Revolution and the Napoleonic
Wars, did much to shape emerging patterns of politics, ideology and economic
development.

xi



The period was one of growth and increasing sophistication. In the beginning,
the economy was based primarily on furs and fish. Well before 1815, the colonists
became successful hewers of wood, processors, manufacturers, grain exporters, ship-
builders, entrepreneurs and international traders. The growth of Canadian culture
often seemed fragile, but it began to blossom with the publication of British North
America’s first novel, poetry and plays in both languages, substantial travel and
religious writings, and a distinctive style of French Canadian painting. All the ex-
isting colonies that would some day make up Canada experienced their regional
variations as each looked to solve its distinctive political and social concerns, yet all
shared the common experience of contending with the imperial government to es-
tablish a space in which to be themselves.

It may be helpful to clarify some geographical areas. “Canada,” in the period
before 1791, meant the province of Quebec and much of what is now Ontario.
“British North America” seems a preferable term to cover the other colonies and
regions with which we are concerned, and this term will be used throughout, even
though before the American Revolution it could be taken to include what is now the
United States of America.

I hope this book will give its readers as much pleasure as its compilation has
given me.

Many people have aided in the preparation of this book. For their substantial
contributions, I wish especially to thank my colleagues, Jim Burant, Terry Cook,
Ed Dahl, Patricia Kennedy, Gilles Langelier, Lise Perron-Croteau and Dawn Monroe.
Many thanks to all those in the Historical Resources, Conservation and Public Pro-
grams Branches who have contributed to it. Stephen Willis of the Music Division,
National Library, was generous with his knowledge of the Ste. Foy volume of religious
music (Item 74), while Bernard Pothier of the Canadian War Museum and Richard
Wright of the University of New Brunswick shared their knowledge of the Micmac
catechism and grammar (Item 90).

The items in this book were displayed in an exhibition at the National Archives
of Canada.

Bruce G. Wilson
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Explovation and
Surveying

The period 1760 to 1815 saw Canada quite literally “put on the map.” Exploration,
mapping and charting of the Canadian West and the Pacific Coast by Europeans
proceeded at a remarkable rate. Native peoples, who had for generations known their
particular territories, provided vital aid and guidance to white explorers. Driven by
economic forces as well as imperial rivalries, explorers and traders surveyed the Prairies
and penetrated through the mountain barriers to the ocean. Others sailed up the
Pacific Coast. Two explorers journeyed northward overland to touch the Arctic coast
at two different points. In the East, extensive charting of the Atlantic coastline and
more comprehensive land surveys yielded an increasingly detailed and complex picture
of the land and its surrounding waters. By 1815, only the western Arctic coastline
and islands remained largely unknown territory. The geographical jigsaw puzzle for
the half continent that was to become Canada had otherwise been pieced together.



A Contemporary Account of Little-Known Spanish
Voyages Along the Pacific Coast, 1774-1792

It is not well known that the first European explorers of Canada’s West Coast were
Spanish. Reacting to the beginnings of Russian penetration from the north, the
Spanish in 1774 sent Juan José Pérez (circa 1725—1775) from Monterey, California,
to explore the unknown coast to the north. Pérez reached as far as the northwest
corner of the Queen Charlotte Islands. A second Spanish voyage occurred the follow-
ing year. Explorations continued at intervals until 1793. The Spanish penetrated up
the coast well into Alaska, but withdrew from the Northwest Coast after 1795, and
had no further direct influence on its history.

The book illustrated here describes the voyage of the Suzi/ and the Mexicana,
two Spanish schooners that spent the summer of 1792 exploring the Strait of Georgia.
The 167-page introduction describes all the Spanish voyages to 1792. The secrecy
with which Spanish authorities cloaked the voyages makes this comprehensive review
of great significance.



Relacion del viage hecho por las goletas Sutil National Archives of Canada: Library
y Mexicana . . . . {Jose Espinosa y (Negative no. C-130522).

Tello}, ed. Madrid en la Imprenta Real,

1802. Title page.



A Native of Nootka Sound (Vancouver Island), 1778

The third voyage of the famous explorer and navigator, Captain James Cook (1728-
1779), which he commenced in 1776, was intended as an assertion of British claims
following reports of the first Spanish expeditions. Previous attempts had been made
from the east to find a northern passage by water between the Atlantic and the Pacific
oceans. With his extensive experience in the Pacific, Cook was instructed to try to
find a passage from the west.

. Cook arrived on the northwest coast in March 1778. His two vessels anchored
at Nootka (now Resolution Cove, Nootka Sound, Vancouver Island) for a month to
take on wood and water and to undertake repairs. The halt allowed Cook and his
officers to make detailed observations of the local people.

This careful sketch of a native is one of twenty-nine extant drawings by John
Webber (1751-1793) depicting Nootka Sound. The sketches constitute an important
basis of our present understanding of Nootka culture at the time of first contact with
Europeans. The man has dressed his hair and body with grease and paint. His face
is painted with red ocher — a custom that was common everywhere on the northwest
coast — perhaps as a protection against the sun. This man’s addition of other paint
was for aesthetic reasons. Ear ornaments were common, as were nose-rings cut from
pieces of abalone shell or fashioned from copper. The fur-trimmed rain cape of woven
cedar hints at the skill in basketry and weaving possessed by the Nootka.

John Webber, a professional portrait and landscape painter, was the official artist
on Cook’s third voyage. Sixty-one engravings were commissioned from his works to
appear in James Cook’s and James King's A Voyage to the Pacific Ocean . . . (3 vols.,
London, 1784). The National Archives holds six original Webber drawings from the
expedition. This particular pastel was not the source of a published engraving and
has seldom been seen by the public.



Man of Nootka Sound (Vancouver National Archives of Canada:
Island), April 1778. John Webber Documentary Art and Photography
(1751-1793). Pastel with ink and grey Division (Negative no. C-13415).

wash, after 1778. 45.6X31.1 cm.






