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iii.

I Along the shores of Point Pelee,
Three hundred years ago,
The swmner sun in rapture shone,
And pure winds soff did blow,
The waters rose and fell,
In soft caressing love;
And flashing sea birds dipt their wings,

And while gulls skimmed the wave.

From East to West, from shore to shore,
the teeming marsﬁlands lay ;

The narrows, by the wectern shore,
A piecturesque causeway.

Today by the Narrows dreaning,
No vestage or relic we trace

Of the once proud Indian nation

Save their bones at the Carrying Place."

...EXéerpts from The Ojibways
a poem by
J. R. Wilkinson, 1899.
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ABSTRACT

Archaeological field research at Point Pelee in extreme
southern Ontario has revealed a unique sequence of prehistoric
aboriginal occupations comprising three major multi-component sites
spanning ncarly a thousand years. This sequence has beecn subdivided
into four temporal periods, commericing in the 6th century A.D. and
terminating about the 15th century A.D. These periods cover the time
levels of most intensive and culturally significant habitation on
Point Pelee. Absolute temporal control is supported by ten radio-
carbon determinations from four Point Pelee sites.

Most, if not all sites investigated were seasonally occupied
and represent a range of settlement types from encampmcnts of perhaps
single fanily size and brief duration, to larger settlements of multi-
seasonal occupation supporting possibly band-size groups. Direct
archacological evidence for subsistence strategies chiefly emphasizes
the exploitation of the abundant natural resources associated with the
Point Pelee marsh and forest habitats and,to a much less degree, the
resources of Lake Erie. Inferences drawn from Point Pelee botanical
and paleobotanical data, specific site locations and ethnographic
analogics, further support the use and overwhelming potential of
indigenous wild plant resources. These various lines of evidence

point to a high probability that the pursuit of specific wild plants

may have been the prime motivation for prehistoric utilization of Point

Pelee. There is archacological evidence for the introduction of corn

xix.



at Point Pelee by the 10th-1l1th century A.D., however it is believed
that this corn was not grown locally.

Archaeological evidence for cultural continuity or an indigenous
developing tradition(s) is decidedly lacking. Instead, at least three
and perhaps as many as five distinct cultural groups are represented in
this sequence. What appears to emerge is a caomposite of cultural vignettes
derived from a number of cultural traditions and in some instances having
their roots in distantly scparated geographic areas of the Great Lakes

region.
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PREFACE

Situated at the western end of Lake Erie, the Point Pelee
region occupies the extreme southern-most portion of mainland Canada
(Fig. 1). 1In 1968 and 1969, the author, accompanied by field crews
of six and seven people respectively, undertook surveys in this area
to ascertain the location and potential of archaeological sites.

Initially our survey in 1968 emphasized salvage priorities
and was solely confined within the boundaries of Point Pelee National
Park. The following year surveys and test excavations were also con-
ducted in mainland areas adjacent to Point Pelee and on nearby Pelee
Island, to develop further the human history interpretive program for
the Park and surrounding southern éeninsular Ontario as a whole. The
results of these two years of field investigations were most rewardir.g;
a total of about 40 sites were located. Each of these sites was tested,
indicating that one-quarter,or 10 sites,with remaining undisturbed cul-
tural deposits were suitable for concentrated :xcavation. Temporally,
these sites span a time period probably greater than 5000 years. In
keeping with the central thcme of this study, only those cultural mani-
festations which arc attributable to aboriginal occupations after the
pecriod c. 500-600 A.D. and continuing to the early historic period will

be dealt with in detail.



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION



Problem:

Historical records describe the most southerly portion of the
Ontario and adjacent Michigan peninsulas as a 'no man's land' - a
region which, except for the occasional transients, was devoid of human
habitation at the time of European contact and during the 17th century.

The problem thus posed for researchers in Great Lakes archaeology
is one of choosing between 1) the assumption that this portrayal has
considerable time depth and 2) the likelihood that in some locations at
some points in time, certain populations were supported. In the case of
the first assumption, the 'prehistory' of the sub-arecas such as Point
Pelee would be of little consequence for the prehistory of the Great Lakes
area as a whole except for the eventual task of explaining away its unpopu-
lated nature. On the other hand, if the second point of view were taken,
the problem then remaining would be to discover the extent of human exploit-
ation at Point Pelee in the past, the base and nature of this exploitation,
and the consequences of such reconstructed patterns for the growing body
of data and conjecture surrounding the larger topic of Great Lakes

archaeology..

Rescarch Objectives:

Once preliminary survey work established the presence of prehis-
toric rcmains on Point Pelee, the research objectives could be more
exactly formulated. The objectives which guided this present study are
outlined herec:

To investigate the nature and extent of prehistoric man's sub-



sistence strategies at Point Pelee and the relationship of these
strategies to broader ecological adaptations in the southern
Great Lakes ecosystem; and to identify socio-political factors

which influenced and resulted from these patterns.

Research Design:

To realize the above objectives through a two-pronged approach
which dilineates and examines through time, both

a) material culture recoverable through archaeological

excavation

b) the resource base specific to each Point Pelee component
and discoverable through empirical and palynological field

data.

with a view to uncovering and proposing logical interrelationships

between (a) and (b).






