
























































































































































































































































































































































Architectural Devolution at Castle Mountain 

Plate n Gingerbread and Gasoline: 1970's 

Plate o Expansion and Stylistic Loss: 1990 



Case Study E: Vanished Structures 

Marble Canyon Lodge Site 

The camp was situated southwest from Castle Mountain, along the Banff­
Windermere Highway in the vicinity of the confluence of Tokumm Creek and 
the Vermilion River. It was developed in the early 1930s. 

The lodge is no longer in existence although a park warden complex and 
public campground now occupy nearby sites.The sequence of photographs 
provides an indication of the minimal nature of siting and landscaping con­
siderations which often guided development during the depression and war 
years. The essential simplicity of auto-bungalow design in the pre-war years is 
also evident. (Plates p-s) 
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Landscape and Scale at Marble Canyon: A Vanished Lodge Site: 1 954-56 

Plate p The Marble Canyon Bungalow Camp 
Kootenay National Park c. 1954 

N.A. C140165 



Plate q Marble Canyon Lodge and Cabins c. 1954. 
N.A. Cl 40164 



Plate r Marble Canyon. Bungalow Camp c. 1956. 
N.A. C140169 



Plate s 

The Vermilion Cabin. Marble Lake Bungalow Camp. c. 1954 
N.A. C140166 



Case Study F: Conserving Landscapes of Scale 

Skok:i Lodge:The pre-war skiing landscape 

Skoki Lodge today manages to retain aspects of both the architectural 
qualities and psychological aspects of landscape which first gave it prominence. 
The first development sponsored by the CPR encouraged quality skiing for a 
limited number of visitors who wished to experience something of the 
backcountry, and who were prepared to expend some energy to get to this 
relatively isolated lodge. The construction of the Half-Way Hut assisted in this 
provision of back-country skiing (Plates 3-24 and 3-26) Skoki Lodge, as a well­
conserved representation of the 1930s, has been granted National Historic Site 
status. 

By limiting access through controlled bus operations, and by expanding 
public camping in the vicinity of Lake O'Hara, the lodge setting represents a 
good example of adaptation to conditions of increased public demand, but the 
avoidance of unsightly and expansionist development. The siting of the lake side 
cabins was considered environmentally unacceptable, even at the time of their 
original relocation from the upper meadows by the CPR. They remain somewhat 
anomalous in this respect, but their small size and rustic nature have contributed 
to a long term policy accommodation, and great popularity with the users. 
(Plates t-u) 
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Case Study G. Obtrusiveness in the Landscape 

The gradual expansion of the Banff Townsite and Village Lake Louise have 
naturally put increased emphasis on the development at the old flag-ship hotels of 
Rocky Mountain tourism, the Banff Springs Hotel and the Chateau Lake Louise. 
The visually-dominating nature of these two hotels was characteristic from their 
earliest days of development, but having been placed in advance of the automobile 
revolution, the pressures for infrastructure additions and road improvements 
were much lighter in pre-World War II society. The size and demands by visitors 
for use of these historic facilities today has lead to the paradoxical policy position 
that such buildings would not now be approved for development. (Plates v-w) 

Not nearly as grandiose, and yet significantly more intrusive in 
comparison with previous developments at the Saskatchewan River Crossing Site, 
are the buildings of the Saskatchewan River Bungalows Ltd. The actual design 
qualities are of a satisfactory nature, and the nature of the development is in 
keeping with the expectations of modern travellers. The scope of the development 
has been sanctioned partially by the demand occasioned by its placement at a 
natural stopover point between Jasper Townsite and Banff Townsite. (Plates 3-20 
and 3-21) 

The Timberline Lodge presents an interesting case of intrusiveness, 
accompanied by some valuable architecture design qualities reminiscent of the 
prairie school of Frank Lloyd Wright. The location of the lodge on a bench close 
to the Trans-Canada Highway represents a convenience to the traveller in terms 
of visual contact and access. From an actual lodge-user perspective, a site 
somewhat further removed from the highway might have been preferable. The 
separate bungalow chalets to the rear of the lodge are of more traditional rustic 
design and well located with respect to highway noise. (Plates 3-31 and 3-32) 

Columbia lcefields Chalet: see Case Study C. 
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Early Hotel Grandeur: Obtrusive by Standards of the 1 990s. 

Plate v 

Plate w 

Banff Springs Hotel. 1992 
Courtesy High Country Colour, Calgary 

Chateau Lake Louise 1992 
Courtesy High Country Colour: Calgary 



Case Study H Unobtrusive Development. 

Developments at Emerald Lake remain very sympathetic to the outstanding 
visual aspects of the setting. The location has inspired many artists and visitors 
over the years. The retention of tree cover and the sound placement of buildings 
has helped to screen the development from the local grandeur and to minimize 
intrusion on the lake. (Plates 6-4 and 6-5; Plates x and y) 
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Case Study I Modem Rustic and Future Historic 

Baker Creek Bungalows. 

Baker Creek provides a good example of a clustered site of buildings which 
illustrate a high degree of coherence of architectural style. These are in a 
geographic setting somewhat, but not totally, removed from intense traffic. The 
architectural features of this site are of recent vintage, in terms of the FHBRO 
criteria of forty years. However, it is clear that this kind of site will take on 
increased historic interest with the passage of time owing to its rustic qualities 
and generally high standards of craftsmanship. (Plate z) 
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Plate z Baker Creek . Main Lodge. 1993 
Future Historic 



Case Study J: Environmental and Land Use Conflict Considerations 

Associated Cultural Resources 

The Timberline Hotel Site is a good example of one in conflict with 
archaeological resources. The location of the lodge on a well-defined bench along 
the Bow River Valley made such conflict fairly predictable, and subsequent 
archaeological survey, conducted as environmental impact assessments in advance 
of new development, has confirmed the presence of significant pre-historic 
resources on this leasehold property. IO These kinds of considerations often 
relate to evolving Parks Canada policy, rather than to intentional insensitive 
location decisions by recreation entrepreneurs. In the case of archaeological 
resources for example, the first systematic survey work at Banff did not 
commence until 1969. Before that date, little systematic inventory information 
was available.I I (Plate 3-31) 

Local Degradation of Environment 

Num-Ti-Ja Lodge, owing to the fragile nature of the surrounding setting at 
Bow Lake, has posed a problem in terms of the maintenance of water quality 
standards. Similar problems have prevailed at the Columbia Ice Fields Chalet and 
the Shadow Lake Cabin. (Plate 3-14; Plate 3-23; Plate i) Post-1960 policies 
regarding septic field placements and water quality, have lead to more stringent 
criteria with respect to the siting of facilities, unlike some of the more casual 
location decisions which were made earlier in the century. 
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Cabin and Lodge Layout: Local Proximity and Vegetation Cover 

There is considerable variation in the four mountain park block with 
respect to the manner in which cabins and lodges are placed with respect to one 
another and with respect to clearing of ground cover. With respect to proximity, 
there is clearly no universal standard to be met and the preferences of the 
travelling public will vary in this regard. In the same way that some campers may 
have no objection to being placed in a fairly compact arrangement, others seek a 
considerable amount of buffering between campsites. Park agencies normally 
attempt to provide for these varied preferences. In the lodge context, where 
facilities are larger and more disruptive, there is an argument for buffering on 
aesthetic, social and environmental grounds, but again, no universal formula can 
be made to apply owing to the unique design requirements thrown up by virtually 
every context. The following visuals demonstrate some of the ways in which 
relative degrees of ground cover have been retained or eliminated, along with 
spacing considerations. Emphasis here is on the cabins and bungalows. (Plates 7a 
to 7f.) 
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7(a) Well spaced and with maximum vegetation cover 

Patricia Lake 

Johnston Canyon 



7(b) Well spaced and with a more open and tailored landsape 

Castle Mountain 

Alpine Village 



7(c) Relatively Dense placement with minimum local vegetation cover 

Becker's Roaring River Chalets: 1992 

Jasper House Bungalows: 1992 



7(d) Relatively dense placement with maximum local vegetation cover 

Shadow Lake. Expansion area. 1992 



7( e) Street orientation of cabins with minimum local vegetation cover 

Alpine Bungalows. Jasper National Park 

Becker's Roaring River Chalets. Jasper National Park. 



7(f) Street orientation of cabins with maximum local vegetation cover 

Pine Bungalows 

Moraine Lake Lodge 
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Appendix I 

Backcountry Lodges in the Four Mountain Parks 

(Outlying Commercial Accommodation) 
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Master List of Outlying Commercial Accomodation 

(1994) 

1 Baker Creek Bungalows 
2 Castle Eisenhower Chalets 
3 Johnston Canyon Bungalows 
4 Moraine Lake Lodge 
5 Num-ti-jah Lodge 
6 Paradise Bungalows 
7 Saskatchewan River Crossing 
8 Rocky Mountain Resort 
9 Storm Mountain Lodge 
10 Timberline Hotel 
11 Columbia Icefield Chalet 
12 Jasper House Bungalows 
13 Miette Hot Springs Bungalows 
14 Alpine Village 
15 Becker's Bungalows 
16 Patricia Lake Bungalows 
17 Pine Bungalows 
18 Pocohontas Bungalows 
19 Pyramid Lake Bungalows 
20 Sunwapta Falls Bungalows 
21 Tekarra Resort 
22 Addison's Bungalows 
23 Blakley's Bungalows 
24 Mt. Farnham Bungalows 
25 Radium Hot Springs Lodge 
26 Emerald Lake Chalets 
27 West Louise Lodge (Old Wapta Lodge) 
28 Vermilion Crossing Bungalows 
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Appendix II 

Federal Heritage Building Review Office Evaluation Criteria 

(1990) 
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FHBRO EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Explanatory Notes 

I HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS 

These thre~ criteria , "Thematic", "Person/~vent" and "r.o~al 
Development", allow for the evaluation of the associative 
value of the building. 

Thematic 

"How well does the building illustrate an important theme in 
Canadian history?" 

The criterion evaluates the building in the context of broarl 
themes of Canadian history. Themes are historical pheno~ena 
or processes having both geographical and chronoloqical 
dimensions, such as development of self-government, exploita­
tion of natural resources, industrialization or creation of 
national communications systems. Themes identified by the 
FHBRO should be significant, though not necessarily national 
in scope. For example, fisheries as a theme is undeniably an 
important theme in Canadian history although its significance 
does not apply equally to all provinces. The FHBRO 
evaluators should be prepared to identify themes with some 
precision, rather than merely referring to "social history• 
or "military history•. 

Person/Event 

"What is the level of importance of a rlirectly associated 
person or event?" 

This criterion evaluates the 
0

buil~inq with resoect ·to its 
direct association with persons and events. "Directly 
associated" is defined as ownership or occupancy in the case 
of a person, or a specific event that took place in the 
building. In other words, it has a specific sense and does 
not refer to more general associations. For examole, oublic 
buildings like post offices, though frequented by many 
important persons, will seldom merit points under this 
criterion. "Events" of long duration, such as oublic works 
relief projects or production of Victory bonds, are not to be 
considered under this criterion but rather under "Thematic". 

LOcal Development 

"How well does the building illustrate a significant phase in 
the development of the community, or a major change or 
turning point in the community's history?" 
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This criterion evaluates the building as evidence of a signi­
ficant phase in the community's deve;opment or historical 
evolution. It measures the building s influence over time 
and in a historical perspective, and should not be confused 
with its present situation which is assessed under 
"Setting•. While the definitiorr of •community• must be made 
by the FHBRO, suggested guidelines include the warp of a 
city, an entire park or the intra-muros space of a 
penitentiary, 

These four criteria, "Aesthetic Design•, "Functional Design•, 
"Craftsmanship" and "Designer• are meant to measure the 
intrinsic value of the physical structure both in design and 
in execution. The present condition (integrity) of the 
building should be taken into consideration in the applica­
tion of these criteria, in the knowledge that inappropriate 
modifications and deteriorated fabric could weaken the 
architectural value of the building. These judgements will 
have to be made by the FHBRO. 

Aesthetic Design 

"What is the visual quality of the building (proportion, 
scale, detail) in the context of an architectural style or 
type?" 

This criterion measures the architectural merit of the 
building, taking into account historical styles and/or 
building types. A building may deserve high marks if its 
design is successful and visually attractive, whatever its 
style or type. Evaluators, because they are rating buildings 
from a historical perspective as well as design, should 
attempt to discount their own personal stylistic 
preferences. The integrity of the building may affect the 
rating of "Aesthetic Design", since a structure that has 
suffered severe alterations may be weaker in visual 
qualities. 

Functional Design 

"What is the functional quality of the building 
(effectiveness of materials, layout and method of 
construction) in the context of engineering history and 
functional types?" 

This criterion evaluates the functional merit of the 
building, apart from aesthetic considerations. It is 
intended to provide a means of giving value to our 
engineering and industrial heritage, where "high-style" 
solutions are not relevant. It measures how effectively a 
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oarticular builrling programme has hee~ carried out, ~akin~ 
lnto account avail~ble technoloqy and orevious ~olutions to 
particular functional proble~s. 

Craftsmanship and Materials 

"What is the quality of the workmanship and the handling of 
materials?" 

This criterion evaluates the actual execution of the desiqn, 
with a focus on quality, It takes into consideration both 
the choice and handling of materials. Xnowledge of the 
historical context may shed light on the quality of 
craftsmanship and materials. The current physical condition 
of the building may reveal the strengths and weaknesses of 
workmanship and materials over time. Good quality should be 
evident in spite of reversible changes. It is left to the 
FHBRO to judge whether to apply this criterion to the whole 
or just part of specific buildings. 

Designer 

"What is the significance of this building as an illustration 
of the work of an important designer?" 

This criterion evaluates the importance of the buildinq in 
the designer's career. "Designer" may include architects, 
builders or engineers, both private and public, both 
individually or as professional firms. The FRB~O will have 
to assess whether or not a designer is imoortant (either in 
Canada or elsewhere) before evaluating the importance of the 
soecific buil•l ing in the designer's career. While builrl inqs 
which have been demolished will contribute to the qlobal 
understanding of a designer's career, evaluators should focus 
on surviving examples. 

III ENVIRONMENT 

The three criteria "Site", "Setting" and "Landmark" are 
intended to measure the present-day role of the building in 
the community's streetscape. 

Site 

"What is the integrity of the historical relationship between 
the building and its associated landscape?" 

This criterion measures the degree to which the inunediate 
environment enhances and strengthens the building. The 
associated landscape is normally that containerl within the 
property lines and over which the owner has control. For 
some urban buildings, the evaluation may be limited to the 



- 4 -

intertace between the ouilding and the ad)acent sidewal~ or 
public space, Integrity is judged by considering the 
original or historic treatment in relation to tne nat~re of 
what exists today. 

Setting 

"What is the influence of the building on the present 
character of the area with which it is associated?" 

This criterion measures the influence ot the building on its 
streetscape or surroundings, to be interpreted as broader 
than the limited space referred to under "Site•, The 
"present character of the area• should be considered in an 
urban design sense, as well as in terms of building types, 
The character of urban space may be homogeneous or hetero­
geneous, depending on circumstances. The FHBRO will have to 
decide, in the case of complexes, how they wish to define 
"area". 

Landmark 

"What is the nature.of the building's identity within the 
community?" 

This criterion evaluates the importance of a building to the 
community, While it is partially a matter of physical land­
mark (i.e. a prominent church spire) it also applies to the 
symbolic value of a building to the community as a whole. 

Approved by tne FHBRO 
March 26, 1985 
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