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construction of the Jasper Park Lodge had provided the

park . with a recreational ambiance that would prevail for

over a decade, The rustic Lodge, offering individual
cottages of four to twenty-three rooms, exuded a
distinctive feeling of informal sophistication. These

were not weekend cabins for the masses, nor were they ever
intended to be. Rather, they formed a resort of
restrained elegance, to which the weary wealthy could
retreat for a weekend of trail riding, sport fishing, or
lounging in front of the massive stone fireplace in the
main building,. It was a most suitable resort for the
postwar era, a resort that spoke of fiscal conservatism
and social sobriety.

The Lodge expanded rapidly during the early 1920s,
and with each modification some of its reserve lifted. 1In
1922 the Hotel Department of the CNR, which was operating
the Lodge, laid out a nine-hole golf course for the
Pleasure of its patrons. Three years later, the course
was redesigned and expanded to eighteen holes under the
direction of renowned golf professional Stanley Thompson.
Trainloads of soil were imported for the greens, and the
construction work occupied fifty teams of horses and two
hundred local men for the better part of 1924—5.12 The
first annual Totem Pole Tournament was held at the club in
1926, and in the next year it served as the site of

Dominion Championship. Superintendent Rogers, an avid

golfer who just happened to be given free green privileges
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CAPTION: Jasper Park Lodge

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

DATE: c.1930s
PHOTOGRAPHER : Unknown
SOURCE: Provincial Archives of Alberta

REFERENCE NUMBER: A.1475
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by the Lodge, did all he could to facilitate these
developments.

Further improvements to the Lodge c¢ame in rapid
succession. In 19226 the railway added a heated swimming
pool to its attractions. In 1927 a power house and
laundry building were constructed to provide on-site
amenities for the gquests. In 1929 a golfhouse and a
greenhouse were put up, and in 1930 an infirmary was
opened for the benefit of Lodge patrons. At the same
time, more cottages were added, bringing the capacity of
the Lodge to 400 guests. Unguestionably, the Lodge was
Jasper's finest facility.

Faced with this telling example of what came of
attending to the needs of carriage trade, the park
administration decided to turn its attention (and its more
meagre budget) to the achievement of the same goal.
Sensibly, the government spent much of its time on the
development of a publicity programme designed to advertise
the attractions of the park to the touring public. To
some degree, this required a cértain sleight of hand,
since the 'attractions' of the park were largely scenic in
nature. Organized diversions were few and far between,
aside from the trail-riding and hunting parties conducted
by local guides. Nonetheless, it would appear that scenic
attractions were more than enough to lure many affluent

city dwellers into the northern Rockies in the 1920s.
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Jasper

Bing Crosby and other celebrities
participated in the 1949 Totem
Pole golf tournament at the
Jasper Park Lodge golf club.

June 1949

Unknown

Provincial Archives of Alberta

PA.679/3
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As early as 1917 the government had compiled its
first "Description of and Guide to Jasper Park." Three
thousand copies had been printed, and by 1920 Park

Commissioner J.B. Harkin was reporting that "this guide
13

has been of great value and is in constant demand...."

Copies were sold through retail distributors at fifty
cents each, and aboard the CNR trains at sixty cents.
Whenever a suitable opportunity presented itself, the
government distributed this slim guide lavishly, in the
hope that word of the park's attractions would spread far
and wide, In June of 1920, for example, the Parks
Branch provided 200 free copies of the guide to members of
the Imperial Press Union, who were touring Canada by rail.
An internal departmental memorandum summed up the
government's hopes. Such a distribution, it said, "will
do an incalculable amount of good. All of these gentlemen
come from overseas and there 1is no doubt that the
information in this book will be used as the basis of
newspaper articles through the Empire.14

By 1922 +the government was considering a new,
expanded version of the guidebook for Jaspe::.‘]5 It was to
be prepared by J.B. Harkin's secretary, Mabel B. Williams,
who would go on to provide many of the publicity booklets
for Canadian national parks over the next two or three
decades. Photographs would be provided by Calgary

photographer William J. Oliver, who had taken a series of

exXcellent views on an extended trail-ride with Supervising
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Park Warden Langford in 1922. As soon as news of these
plans leaked out of the Parks Branch, the government found
that the CNR was most interested in assisting. In May of
1923 Harkin received a polite letter from H.R. Charlton of
the railway, who enclosed "a copy of a publication issued
by the Great Northern Railway on Glacier National Park,
which I think will interest you especially in view of the
fact that the scenery is almost a duplication of [that of]

16
" Similarly, the well-known Pocahontas

Jasper Park....
guide, woodcarver and poet laureate, Ralph James, sent
along a nine-stanza poem about Pyramid Mountain for
inclusion in the guidebook, although only on condition
that he receive full credit, re-publication rights, and
royalties.17 Williams replied that unfortunately the work
was too far advanced to permit use of his poem.

For reasons unknown it would take years for the new
guidebook to be finished. Meanwhile, the government
decided wupon a specific marketing strategy for the
booklet. "I would point out," one official wrote, "that
the c¢lass we are chiefly seeking to attract through it
{the guidebook] is the wealthy traveller who remains two
or three months in the park and spends anywhere from
$1,000 to $5,000."18 Publication of 10,000 copies was
planned, with free distribution to all American libraries

and to prominent English and Continental clubs., Of course

individual requests for the hooklet provided an additional
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outlet for the information. Presumably the railway, which
had shown an early interest in the guide, took its share
of copies for distribution as well. Finally, the
guidebook was sent to major metropolitan newspapers for
review. Most reviewers were complementary. The Brantford
Expositor, for example, wrote that "the brochure is a
credit to the department of the interior [sic] and to
those responsible for its appearance."19 Through the
pages of such journals, news of the attractions of Jasper
received ever wider dissemination.

The Parks Branch did have another guidebook to the

park during the late 1920s, one designed to be given away

to tourists of lesser means., It was entitled "Jasper

Trails," and provided "concise information regarding what
20

can be done by visitors to Jasper Park." In 1929

Commissioner Harkin sought permission to publish 25,000
copies, which gives an indication of the mass audience at
whom it was directed. It is not clear when the first
edition of this guide was published, but for years after
the park's establishment it was considered one of the
superintendent's responsibilities to reply directly to all
enquiries for park information.21

It is exceedingly difficult to arrive at a
generalized profile of Jasper Park visitors in the 1920s,
but a few basic assumptions point out that it was far from

being a resort for everyone. The Jasper Park Lodge

catered only to the upper crust; that much seems beyond
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dispute. But the park's other visitors, while certainly
not as wealthy as the Lodge patrons, c¢ould not have been
too poorly off either. After all, just getting to the
park required a return train ticket well into the 1930s
due to the condition of the road (if that is the word for
it) from Edmonton. Then there was the gquestion of
accommodations and meals while in the park. And of course
it also cost money to visit any of the better attractions
of the park. Few were the pleasures of the outdoors that
could be had within walking distance of a moderately-
priced Jasper hotel such as the Athabasca. And, finally,
it made 1little sense to go to all this trouble for a
couple of days in the park. At least a week or more was
probably c¢onsidered de rigeur, at a time when few people
had regular vacations from work. In short, Jasper
remained the playground of the affluent and of the
reasonably affluent throughout the 1920s.

Recreation, that nebulous term that carries
connotations of refreshment of body and spirit, comprised
only a few diversions in the 1920s. Outside of the Lodge
golf course and swimming pool, the attractions of the park
were chiefly scenic and sporting. Trail riding rapidly
emerged as one of the most popular activities for
visitors. For years, of course, trail riding had been an
indirect consequence of the hunting trips and mountain

climbing expeditions organized by local guides and
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outfitters, but rarely had these businessmen considered it
a recreational activity in itself, To those whose
interests did not lie in the direction of hunting and
climbing, however, the ride itself held considerable
attraction.

Fred Brewster seems to have been the first local
guide to realize the tourist potential of the trail ride.
The regular train-horse excursion to Mount Robson for
Jasper Park Lodge guests may have been the start of riding
simply for pleasure, but Brewster quickly turned the
activity into a major recreational pastime for park
visitors. By 1925 riding had become so popular at Jasper
that a local 'squadron' of the Trail Riders of the
Canadian Rockies was formed, with Brewster as its
'commander. ' The Trail Riders had originated with the
creative minds of the Canadian Pacific Railway publicity
department in 1924, as a tourist diversion at Banff.
Membership at Jasper, as at Banff, was conditional upon a
rider having made packtrain trips through the Rockies of
not less than eighty kilometres. To encourage continuing
participation, the club awarded buttons at specific
milestones reached by each rider, and those few who had
ridden between 4,000 and 8,000 kilometres became eligible
for the coveted gold and enamel button.22

In an obvious effort to assist the promotion of trail
riding, the government prepared a list of park trails to

23
be incorporated into the Jasper guidebook in 1925.
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Commissioner Harkin instructed Superintendent Rogers to
compile a list of all trails in the park, and to provide
the 1length, location, starting point, and terminus of
each. Harkin stressed that only 'tourist trails' were to
be included in the list; that is, trails that were
maintained regularly by the warden service. As was only
natural, the seasonal exposure of local guides to varying
park trails resulted in the reqular use of a few over all
others. In Fred Brewster's case, he gradually decided on
two trails for most tourist parties.24 One went throudgh
the Maligne Lake area to Brazeau Lake, on to Camp Parker,
and then down to the Columbia Ycefield, while the other
covered the northern Snake River country, and followed the
Smoky River to Mount Robson and then Valley of a Thousand
Falls.

Sport fishing was another early recreational pastime
in Jasper. From the very beginning of park
administration, Superintendent Rogers had instructed his
wardens to provide him with reports on the fishing
potential of wvarious lakes in the area. The consensus
was that Jack, Caledonia, and Pyramid 1lakes provided
excellent rainbow trout fishing, with an occasional Dolly
Varden providing superior angling in some of the local
streams. Trails were cut to each lake as soon as possible
to provide visitor access, and by 1916 the park boasted

25
230 kilometres of trails to such points. To enhance
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fishing conditions even more, the local administration
brought in fry from the Banff fish hatchery. In 1917
several lakes were stocked with 34,000 fry and
fingerlings, and in 1919 an additional 84,000 fry (land-
locked salmon, Atlantic salmon, and cut-throat trout) were
deposited in Pyramid, Patricia, Beauvert, Annette, and
Edith lakes.26 Only those lakes closest to the townsite
were stocked, a reflection, perhaps, of the general
immobility of the 1920s tourist at Jasper. Despite the
inclusion of some bizarre species, this stocking effort
seems to have paid off handsomely. After 1932 Jasper
possessed its own fish hatchery, located in the basement
of the Administration Building and supplied with eggs and
fry from the more established Banff hatchery.27

It was 1in the early 1920s, too, that the summer
cottage movement that had taken root in Canada around the
turn of the century, finally reached Jasper Park in
earnest. Construction of the exclusive Jasper Park Lodge
certainly gave the park legitimacy as a resort, but it was
Agnes Laut's plan to create an artists' colony on the
shores of Lake Edith that sparked greater interest in
summer cottages. Laut was a well-known writer of the day,
a popular historian and Canadian expatriate from New York
state, who had visited Jasper Park and thought it the
perfect place for those of artistic temperament.,

Unquestionably the unusual concept provided Jasper with a

more enticing cachet than it could ever hope to achieve
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CAPTION: Jasper Fish Hatchery

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

DATE: June, 1957
PHOTOGRAPHER : Unknown
SOURCE: Provincial Archives of Alberta

REFERENCE NUMBER;: PA,218/2
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through the tedium of standard government promotion.

Laut must have been a convincing salesperson, for the
scheme was almost immediately approved at the ministerial
level in Ottawa. "It was considered," one memorandum
stated, "that an artists' colony composed for the most
part of authors and writers [sic] such as Miss Laut had in
mind would be of great value to the Jasper Park and for
this reason the Department was prepared to go to the
extent of allowing this area as reserved for this
purpose."28 In December of 1920 it was decided that an
area not greater than four hectares might be reserved at
the north end of Lake Edith for such a summer cottage
development. Four cottages were indeed erected within the
colony over the next year, and by 1232 a total of fourteen
lots had been leased, although none of them by authors or
artists.29 The creation of this subdivision also seems to
have renewed interest in the cottage development planned
earlier for Pyramid Lake. In 19222 the first application
for a leasehold there was granted, and seven more lots
were disposed of by 1928.30

There was a certain element of the tourist population
that sought a greater degree of outdoor adventure in place
of the rather urbane comfort of a lake-front cottage.
Most wanted to pack into a good fishing lake in the

company of an experienced guide and enjoy their angling

along with some scenic solitude. Ever since Mary
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Schaffer's 1908 trip to Maligne Lake, that distant
waterhole had been revered for its beauty and its
isolation, but it remained virtually unknown to all but a
few Jasper guides. By the early 1920s, however, Canadian
National Railways became interested in upgrading the
trails and in constructing bungalow camps for tourists at
both Medicine Lake and at Maligne. Curly Phillips, a local
guide, went out of his way to provide the railway with
some sound (and free) advice in exchange for the chance to
secure an exclusive water transportation franchise at the
lake. "Maligne Lake is your one great attraction on that
whole scheme," he told Walter Pratt, the general manager
of CNR Hotels,
and it is necessary that the water transportation be
of the very best. Its [sic] going to be an uphill
propesition to get people around over that route on
horses as it is about as monotonous a trip so far as
the trail is concerned as anything you can imagine as
it is nearly all burned or as they call it here
'brule' and from Jasper to the lake is all in a low
valley with no scenery worth mentioning. And to the
average tourist riding a horse is a refined torture.
(31)
In this, as in many business ventures, delay could prove
costly. Apparently the railway failed to act, and within
a couple of years, Fred Brewster had constructed the first
chalet at Maligne. There he installed Phillips as
manager, with special responsibility for carrying tourists
32
to the head of the lake in a 7.3 metre power boat.

Then, in 1928 Curly obtained a lease from the government

that permitted him to operate boats on the 1lake on an
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Mona Harragan [sic], guide for
[Fred] Brewster in Jasper
National Park, Alta

Mona Harrigan and her sister
Agnes were the first female
guides to work in Jasper National
Park.

c. 1920s

Unknown

Glenbow Archives

NA-2677-1
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exclusive Dbasis. In 1929 he constructed a substantial
boathouse there, which still stands. Brewster also hired
the first female guides in Jasper Park, Mona and Agnes
Harrigan, who conducted parties through the Maligne
district beginning in 1928, With opening of the Maligne
country to tourists, the definition of mountain recreation

broadened considerably.

Automobiles in the Park

Throughout the 1920s Jasper Park remained a fairly
exclusive. resort, largely because it was inaccessible
except at considerable cost and because it catered only
reluctantly to the needs of tourists with limited means at
their disposal. This changed quickly in the 1930s, as the
automobile found mass acceptance, as a satisfactory road
was built into the park from Edmonton, and as the onset of
a serious economic depression fostered a greater interest
in temporary escape from the harsh realities of the
everyday world. For the first time, the government led
the way in providing additional services,

The automobile gained rapid acceptance in Alberta
during the 1920s. In 1913, when Jasper Park welcomed its
first resident superintendent, the entire province could
claim only 3,773 cars; by 1916 the figure had more than
doubled to 9,707, and by 1919 there were 34,000 cars on

33
the roads. But then Henry Ford began manufacturing his
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vehicles on an assembly line that hastened production and
reduced <costs, making cars even more affordable to the
ordinary citizen. By 1926 more than 29,000 Albertans were
operating their own autos.34

Some of these new motorists resided at Jasper, and
occasionally the number of local autos would be increased
when tourists shipped their cars in by rail so that they
could enjoy a short but stylish motorized outing on the
park's few passable roads. Public demand persuaded the
administration to improve some park roads enough to allow
the passage of cars. The Maligne Canyon road, upgraded in
1920, was one of the first. Slowly the townsite, too,
began to adapt to this new presence. By 1922 the Otto
brothers, of 1local guiding and outfitting renown, sold
their pack horses to Jack Brewster and opened the first
auto garadge and dealership in town.35 (It was a General
Motors franchise.) By May of 1928 the administration had
marked all the streets with proper signs,36 and then began
oiling the streets to keep the dust down.37 Even though
there was next to nowhere to go, Jasper Park had been
motorized.

Naturally, this province-wide infatuation with the
auto spawned a broadly-based movement for better roads.
In the Alberta capital, the Edmonton Automobile and Good
Roads Association led the way in clamouring for

improvement of the pathetic road to Jasper Park. This was

not simply a matter of commerce {(although it would be
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CAPTION: Cars on the Edmonton-Jasper Trail

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

DATE: 1923
PHOTOGRAPHER: Unknown
SOURCE: Glenbow Archives

REFERENCE NUMBER: NA-471-9
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foolish to deny that financial considerations were
involved); recreational touring in automobiles had become
a favoured pastime among many Albertans. The Association
did succeed in pressuring the governments into doing some
work on the road in the 1920s, but it still remained
impassable in all but the finest weather and even then was
an abominable route, Its wretched condition tended to
discourage, rather than foster, westward touring.

Improvement of the roadway proceeded 1little by
little, year after vyear, until its condition was
considered reasonable for automobile traffic. This was in
the early 1930s. During the 1932 season, for example,
just over five per cent of all park visitors drove in from
the east over what people had taken to calling, rather
grandiloquently, the Edmonton-Jasper highway.38 By 1933
it was clear to park officials that considerable revenue
could be derived from licencing each car that entered the
park, and thus an east gate was erected on the boundary.
In its first year of operation, it tagged more than 700
cars with metal buffalo-shaped plates that attached with
wire to the radiator and granted camping privileges within
the park.39

Bob Richardson and his wife became the first east
gate keepers. Bob moved out alone in May of 1933 and

lived in a tent while men from the warden service built a

small log house in which the gatekeeper was to live, It
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was simply furnished, with just a camp cot, a small
cookstove, and a homemade table and bench., To the front,
Bob added a small office. Nearby stood the gate, a locked
wooden bar lay across the roadway and effectively
prevented access to the park. Motorists had to stop, pay
a two dollar fee for camping privileges, and then register
and tag their vehicles. On the return trip, they were
required to sign out in the register book. In general,
the 1life of the gatekeeper was placid. On most summer
days, Bob saw only about five cars come through. But
Saturday nights were different. Then, the miners from
Hinton rode into Jasper for the weekly dance, and rode out
again during the wee hours. Bob rarely got any sleep. "I
never got my pants off at weekends," he recalled.40

In 1933 Bob's family joined him at the gate.
Although they enjoyed it, life at the small gatehouse had
its 1less attractive side. For a refrigerator, Mrs.
Richardson used a cooler of heavy timbers placed under the
bridge on Baby Creek. All their water came from the same
source. Clothes ironing was done with sad-irons heated on
the tiny cookstove. Life at the isolated gatehouse
occasionally had 1its frightening side, too. Mrs.
Richardson recalled the many hobos who hitch-hiked into
the park during the depression and invariably stopped at
their door, looking for a handout:

We never refused anyone but we were always glad when

they moved on, especially if our cash was
accumulating. I remember one queer character who
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CAPTION: Jasper National Park Entrance

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

DATE: August 1964
PHOTOGRAPHER: Unknown
SOURCE: Provincial Archives of Alberta

REFERENCE NUMBER: PA,277/4
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told us, in all seriousness, that he cut his toenails

on a Friday to cure his toothache and he added 'It

works!" We were sure glad when he picked up his pack

and left. (41)

This steady influx of motorists meant that the
administration had to do something about better park
accommodations. At first, of course, there were no
serviced campgrounds in Jasper, so most motorists pulled
over at Lake Annette. There the facilities consisted of
two toilets and a standpipe that provided drinking
water.42 This site was closed in 1935, when proper public
campgrounds were opened by the government at Patricia Lake
and at Cottonwood Creek. Tents were still needed for
accommodation, but for a fee of just one dollar per month,
a range of excellent facilities were available, including
equipped kitchen shelters, toilets, water and sewer
services, and electrical wiring. Far from the main park
road, the Patricia Lake campground was poorly patronized
for years and came into its own only in the 1950s, after
the government had granted a bungalow camp concession at
the site.

One important effect of automobiles on the
development of Jasper Park was the way in which they
extended the touring 'reach' of visitors. That both the
administration and town entrepreneurs understood this
trend, and responded to it, was evident in the improvement

of facilities at the Miette hot springs and the

developnment of the Columbia Icefield as a tourist
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CAPTION: Wapiti Campground, Jasper

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

DATE: August 1964
PHOTOGRAPHER Unknown
SOURCE: Provincial Archives of Alberta

REFERENCE NUMBER: PA.3371/2
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destination. The former work was accomplished largely
through the employment of local people on relief, while
the latter was the initiative of local businessmen.

Unemployment was a serious concern in Jasper during
the 19308, c¢hiefly because the railway had laid off so
many local men. Reduced appropriations forced the park
administration to reduce its staff as well. For many of
the unemployed, the only alternative was to go on relief,
which meant working at various sorts of manual labour in
exchange for about thirty-five cents an hour and assured
room and board in one of several 'relief camps' throughout
the park. Most of the work done by the men was mere
maintenance of roads, bridges, and the like, but as the
depression lingered and more men became unemployed, the
government cast about for bigger, more labour-intensive
projects. Improvement of the Miette hot springs, which
had 1long been a goal of the administration, became a
relief project in about 1933.43

For vears the government had considered the hot
springs a colossal eyesore, In 1918, Warden Davies wrote
that "the camp has the appearance of an ill kept Gypsy
camp," with no sanitary facilities and litter scattered
everywhere.44 For the most part, the springs were used by
Pocahontas miners and their families until the colliery
closed in 1921, and then patrconage of the three shallow

pools was limited to miners from Cadomin and the

occasional invalid 1in search of a miraculous cure.
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Pine Autco Camp

Visitors to this automobile
bungalow camp enjoyed all modern
amenities while in Jasper
National Park.

August 1941

Unknown

Provincial Archives of Alberta

B1.345/4
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Apparently the government had a caretaker at the site, but
it seems that development was not undertaken pending a
final announcement of the intentions of the Canadian
National Railway. As late as 1929 rumours were current
that the CNR still planned to erect a 'chalet' of sorts
near the springs.45 Improvements were made to the
Pocahontas-Springs road in 1929-30 in anticipation of
hotel construction,46 but presumably the railway's plans
were another victim of the depression.

By 1933 officials at Ottawa were seriously concerned
with deteriorating conditions at Miette. "I shudder to
think of what would happen," the Dominion Parks
comptroller wrote to Superintendent Rogers, "if any person
should take some pictures or send out to the newspapers
reports of the condition of the Hot Springs....If these
places cannot be maintained 1in a thoroughly clean,
orderly, and sanitary condition, then we must immediately
close them."47 Obviously matters had reached the point of
acute embarrassment, and it was no doubt with a sense of
relief that the government injected improvement monies
into the 1936 budget to create work for the unemployed of
Jasper at the springs. New construction added a forty by
sixteen metre pool, a caretaker's building and laundry, a
plunge pool, a shower room, and lounges to the site at a
cost of somne $60,000.48 Within a year and half of

initiating this project, the springs opened to the
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public, and rapidly became one of the park's premier
49
attractions.

The Columbia Icefield swiftly became the other major
touring attraction 1in Jasper. This awesome natural
feature had been included in the park by the 1927 boundary
change and was already a popular stop on the regular
packtrain routes by the time of the depression. By 1935
the park superintendent, A.C. Wright, often had to reply
to motorists' enquiries about the possibility of driving
to the icefields. The best he could suggest at that time
was that 1f they drove as far as possible south from
Jasper townsite and then packed in, they would be able to
reach the Icefield in about two days.50 Cbviously the
road south did not go far beyond Athabasca Falls.

It is difficult to say if development occurred at the
base of the glacier before Mr, and Mrs. Slark built their
temporary tearoom around 1935. At first they served
guests in a tent, but within a year a permanent teahouse
had been erected.51 Packhorses, as well as a horsedrawn
democrat, were available for those who wished to tour the
Icefield. This means of getting arcund lasted until 1948,
when the Brewsters of Banff introduced a home-made
oversnow vehicle that they had previously used at their
Sunshine ski resort.52 It was affectionately called
"Sunshine Susie." Later, the Otto brothers brought in a

large Model A Ford truck which they equipped with tracks

at the rear and skis at the front. Tourists sat on a
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CAPTION: Tourists riding snowmobiles on
Athabaska Glacier in Jasper
National Park, Alberta

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

DATE: August 1952
PHOTOGRAPHER : H. Taylor
SOURCE: Public Archives of Canada

REFERENCE NUMBER: PA-111471



270b

-

-
-




271

flatbed of seats that replaced the box of the truck. Still
later, the Brewsters operated an early Bombardier enclosed
snowmobile, and expanded their fleet to include five
machines by 1951, When the toe of the glacier had
retreated to the point where vehicles c¢ould no longer
ascend it, the federal government constructed a road along
the moraine to the south. This was in the mid-1950s,

Such a flurry of activity at the icefields was more
than Jjustified by the imminent completion of a highway
between Jasper and Banff, another federal relief project
that ended in 1939, During the 1937 season alone, nearly
2,700 cars had entered Jasper through the east gate,53
and it was clear that when the new north-south highway
opened in 1940 many new tourists could be expected. There
can be little doubt that many Edmontonians and others were
already driving south to see the renowned icefields,
especially since two agencies within Jasper were competing
to provide them with information about local attractions.
The first had been opened in 1935, and was an initiative
of the Chamber of Commerce and the Trailmen's Association.
The Otto brothers had provided rent-free space in their
garage and T.C. Young, a retired railroader and local
history buff, volunteered his services as host.54
Creation of this office seems to have grown out of local
disenchantment with the manner in which the federal

government advertised the park. Jasper businessmen, who

depended on tourists for much of their revenue, felt that
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Jasper and Banff

This is an early photograph of
the Columbia Icefield chalet.

1940 [June-July]

Unknown

Provincial Archives of Alberta

B1.302/11



i

e

grLe



272

in its advertising the government emphasized the
attractions of the Jasper Park Lodge to their detriment.55
At first the government did nothing, but upon sufficient
reflection, it decided in 1939 to open its own tourism

information office in the front of the Administration

Building.

The Growth of Winter Recreation

It was the private sector, rather than the government,
that turned Jasper Park into an all-season resort. While
the administration poured all its efforts and monies into
creating employment and maintaining park facilities
during the depression years, local businessmen struggled
to stabilize their income by bringing in new visitors.
They found at least part of the solution to their problem
in the provision of recreational facilities that turned
Jasper into a resort that could be enjoyed year round.
Skiing became the big attraction. The sport had
secured a foothold in Jasper during the early 1920s when a
handful of young men imported skis for a wvariety of
reasons. New Zealand-born park warden Peter Withers tried
them on his winter patrols in the Maligne Canyon
district.56 Vern and Doug Jeffery, the sons of a local
merchant, had returned from school at Revelstoke, British

Columbia, with pairs of skis in their possession.

Naturally enough, the trio skied together. Then, in 1924
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or '25, they were joined by Joe Weiss, a Swiss immigrant
who was completely familiar with skiing and all that it
entailed. Their exploits were confined mainly to the
Jasper area until 1930, when they, in the company of Frank
Burstrom, gained international attention by skiing from
Jasper to Banff in temperatures that sometimes hit fifty
degrees below zero Fahrenheit.57

Local interest in both cross-countrv skiing and ski
touring grew quickly. Scon a cross-country ski club was
formed, and it is said that by 1924 it already had forty
members.58 By 1926 enough people were involved to warrant
the clearing of runs near Patricia Lake and at Pyramid
Lake, and the organization of annual cross-country races.
One vyear later there was considerable skiing done in the
Tonguin Valley. Interest in downhill skiing matured less
rapidly. It was not until 1932 that Joe Weiss, who had
early recognized the potential £for downhill skiing,
convinced others to assist with the construction of two
floored tents on Whistler Mountain that would permit late
winter and early spring skiing above the timber line.
With some funding from the park administration, and with
the assistance of a professional skier, a good downhill
run was laid out on the Lone Pine site. In 1937 a trail
was cut to the top of the Whistlers, and plans were laid
to construct a cabin later.

It was in the late 1930s that 1local businessmen
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became seriously involved in the promotion of skiing.
During the winter of 1937-8 Fred Brewster became the
leading force behind the Jasper Park Ski Club, formed two
years earlier to promote downhill skiing. Under his
direction, an 11.2 kilometre cross-country race became the
highlight of the first annual Jasper Ski Carnival. Soon
an annual downhill competition was being held between
skiers from Banff and Jasper on Mount Edith Cavell.
Brewster also helped to popularize ski touring on the
Columbia Icefield. With the help of such attractions,
word of Jasper's ski potential slowly seeped out into the
wider world. 1In the late winter of 1938, for example, the
park played host to all manner of skiers.59 There was a
delegation from the Ontario Ski Zone Committee which was
trving to gauge what the park had to offer eastern skiers;
there was a touring party from the Edmonton Alpine Club,
which spent some time skiing through the Tonguin Valley;
there were several local groups touring in Shovel Pass and
on Signal Mountain; and there was a couple representing
the Shanghai Ski and Winter Sports Club who had come to
Jasper with the specific intention of testing the skiing
facilities.

By early 19392 the local newspaper was asking the
question, is Jaspeg0 "to become a winter as well as a

summer playground?" The answer was to come from a

committee of representatives from the business community,
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concerned citizens, the park administration, and the
railway which had invited a ski expert to come in and
appraise Jasper's skiing potential. The professional was
greatly enthused about the park's potential, and
recommended expansion of existing facilities as the best
means of attracting tourists. But he went farther, and
advised the committee to prepare also for those visitors
who enjoyed toboganning, bobsledding, skating, and other
winter sports. The consensus seems to have been that he
was quite right in his appraisal and that "Jasper Park has
a great future as a winter resort."GlI

These plans, made on the eve of the Second World War,
were all but forgotten while the international conflict
lasted. It was 1944 before the local ski club revived and
development of Whistler Mountain recommenced. Additional
runs were cleared, a clubhouse was built, and an access
road from the townsite was put in. For about the next six
years this remained the pre-eminent ski hill in the park,
but around 1952 local businessman George Ross began to
open up the Marmot Basin. He brought in an 18-passenger
snowmobile to carry the skiers in, and hauled 350 people
during his first winter.62 By the next Qinter, he and
some new partners had purchased additional snowmobiles and
were taking 250 skiers in every weekend. Until a proper
ski chalet could be financed, an old army guonset hut

served as a refuge. Then a few of the wardens constructed

a lumber hut using timber from the park's Whirlpool Valley
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sawmill. This shelter, called the Marten Hut, was used
until a T-bar and chalet were built in the 1960s,

The growing 1list of attractions at Jasper had a
decided effect on tourist traffic. Figures for the 1941
season show that, despite the war, visitors were arriving
in record numbers. The east gate registered 16,019

tourists, the gate on the Jasper-Banff Highway an
63

astonishing 30,248, and the railway 5,339 more. Because
the automobile had taken the place of the railway in no
uncertain terms, campground use was up dramatically. The
townspeople, for the first time ever, had begun to think
that the world had finally discovered their paradise in
the mountains. And, given these gate statistics, it is
difficult not to believe that a fair number of Jasper
visitors would have agreed, however reluctantly, with one
of the loftiest assessments of the park ever made by a CNR
publicist, a man who obviously took his job to heart:

Here desire is satisfied -- if not uniquely, at least
grandly. Rock-ribbed formations of the earth have
thrust wup and built for themselves mighty structures
-- castles in the sky, as if to dwarf the proudest
efforts of man and yet to console him by sheer beauty
of form -- cooling their crests in perpetual snow as
if enclosed by loving arms, lakes -- pure and
brilliant in colour as precious gems -- lie unguarded
by the heights. And as if to have nothing lacking,
glaciers and canyons present their lure. Forested
valleys, tree-clad slopes and alpine meadows with
animal and bird life.

Nature writes her music and plies her brush with
such a lavish hand here that he who dares to imitate
is foredoomed to failure. The pen, the brush, the
lute nor the camera can catch the magic of Jasper.
That magic is only for the hearts and the souls of
men and women who have been to Jasper and found it.
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