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Ohamplain's Drawing Published With His “Voyages, 1615".

RESTORATION OF THE HABITATION OF
PORT ROYAL, N. s.

By Kenneth D. Harris in Journal, Royal Archifectural Tnstitute of Canada

project of consi i as
well as historical interest, the Restoration of the
Habitation of Port Roval, (sometimes referred to
as Champlain’s Habitation) has recently been
completed by the Domlmrm Government at Lower
Granyille, Nova

"The Habitation has been reconstructed on s

original site as nearly as practicable as a repli
of the trading and coloniing seltlement hich
was buil n 16  the eadership of the Sieur
rt

i, Fhrmies ant e Goviiam

e plan of the Settlement.
men\s are said to have been made to
the Habitation during the summer of 1607, under
the direction of the Sieur de Poutrincourt, who

x b d Governr of Port Royal, but
there are no records of the mature of such
change:

"The Habitation: comprises & group of build-
ings arranged around & Courtyard in the manner

of 16th century farms in northern France, and is
Zortifed at the two southerl corters by s canon
platform and a stockade or
an the north shore of the Nnnapoiis Basin about
ten miles northeast o Dighy Cut) into
{6 Bay'of Fundy: sand soven mikts suthwast. oF
the town of Annapalis Reyal on the apposite shore
of the Annapofis River.
bitation constituted the first per-
it Eumpeun trading settlement on the Con-
finent, north of the Spansh settlments n. e
aiF ot Mesies, 5. ane-dates the Bnglish setile-
ment of Jamestown o years and the found-
ing of Quebee by Chainplain, by three ears.

e reconstructed buildings stand as an ex-
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First Floor Plan
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ampl of the earlest European buiking traditions
that were transplanted to the new world and as
& mem Commemoration of & number of
interesting first events in the history of Canada
and North America, ncluding the Tollowing:
the, first Social” Club
(1Ordre de Bon Temps) th ity ceremonial gath-
evings for meals in the Communi i e
prodiction by Ma Lesearba of the first e
play or masqu eatts of Nephund’ | the
first Christian ba 5 the first gardening and
yheat groving he fist water pover and mill
the first refinery; the Christian cemete:
firt road, construction and the first et
sinking of & w
Safe o the foregoing, many of the
first maps of Acadia and chirts of the. At
Sai e iata. Bonbhios premarel by CEamme
from his fiel at the Habitation
Historical references state that the buildings
e Saint Croix Island settlement which had
been erected by de Monts in 1604 and “which ha
ost,a thousand Isbours, were pulled Jown, cxcep
the Storehouse which was o transport”
and that the weadwork s transferred during
the summer of 1605 to Port Eoval for the eree-
tion of the sctter Ll
uld be borne in mind that the f
s ik S0 rely from scurvy, exposure
and lack of drinking water on St. Croix fsiand and d
it is probable that greater care was taken at Port
Royal to erect substantial and weathertight i
ings for & permanent sel
ded that there wue from forty-four
cighty or more Deopleat Port Royal at ane time
= that with them were o master builders and

& ‘mumber Gf carpenters, Joinors, hoard sawers,
msom, ‘stone. cutters, " backsmiths. and. lock:
smil

lhz Habitation was destroyed by fire
English troops from Virginia in 1613 after h1v
ing been looted of everything of value including
oiners’ work,
ied MT in tl\e Enghsh ship
PP site of the Ihbltnlmn seems
to have been [ust u\enllhsd from Champlain's des-
eriptions and regional map in 1911, and in 1924
it was marked by the erection of 4 stone cairn
with tablet s 2 Dominion Historie Site.
the summer 1938 research work, in-
cluding th m\lm(wu of data, was com-
menced, a lawr concurrent], explor-
atory survey of the'site on seleatiné Tmes was
carried out.

ndicgtions of the original
d above

nvestigations and study of the records of
arliest French-Canadian buildings in ar-
G i sat Bscin: I v okt
Hon, as might be expocted, much valuable data
rom the Con-

Sultations were out with architects, archi:
Sehck Bitorion, Lathomiies seschtel

e Universities of Dalhousie, Laval, McGill
and ‘Toronto, andl of Harvard, US.A. Theough the

South-West Corner of Settlement

Dominion Archivist, important data were ob-
tained from France ‘bearing upon
teenth century building methods in
Picardy, from w
expedition cdme.
The preparation of preliminary skoteh plans
and studies and of working and detail d
s necesdarly  prvcess of radeal sevision me
development.

ormandy
whence' the members of the

records of Part Royal give
o clue 4 (o the natars of the con
Habitation baieinge, b the

North-East in Courtyard

Storehouse, Looking
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South-East Corner of Settiement

to the conclusion that the buildin

colombage” or framed wood constraetion Tollow

ing the radition and general practice in contem-

tormy ern France w
and the m\mmm of the ex-

¢ familia

non. platform. and the palisade

,mmnm Were mo
Only the cay
were probably built of Io
The idea has long been prevalent that log

Wall Construction and Tie Beams

building uetion was the enrlisst type of
mnslruumn usc(l by W nada.
how conds. of buikiings” in
French Canada indicate posts and sl (en culunh
bage) construction, there can be lttle doubt, that
this type pre-dated log (piéces sur pieces) con-
struction for hmldmgs other than perha
isolated buildings.
The ﬁmllnga ot the exploratory survey of the
site closely Simonsions
. ith thone ven \,‘- Champlain
namely ten loxse~ ong by cigh
approxim ixty-four feet by Afty-two feet.
dimensions are . inside Sourtyazd.
Groups of stones were found indicating r
the positions of some of the foundations of hini-
e cannon platform, and small pock-
ol and dectyed wobd deposits were
s o hm.\s of buildings and particula
in the se oun
aeoessend sl reading in
Sig o goxhaologial survey, it was possible
e between natural and disturbed
“This survey disclosed the fact that the 1613
o sloves oeeurred gt an average depth of
about 15 inches below thoss of 1938
means the positions of shallow pits .m.. " which
feld stones had been f upports
about 330 y: e o, S e
outlines of the vatious bulldings determined, In

cross trenches,

the courtyard were identified. The well was ex-

ated to a depth of 18 feet where a good supply
of ‘water was encountered. 1t was rebuilt with
dry stone walls, and an oak cover with windlass
and bucket of contemporary Normandy style was

of the construction work was (%)

Lhe dmumruu\n evidence consisting of Cham-
s engraving or picture plan of the Habita-
lmm \:)ge\her with, his deseriptions
"

in 1613,

horizontal dim
ings 1 dof
) ('untumnnmrv ‘building practice in the north

used in farm houses and barns and

i mbined with
corded bullding practice in Fre

finite evidence e

Feasonable probabilitis, and (¢) 7

erations of durability and modern tourist require-

The Champlain engraving or picture plan
presents a strange mixture of truth a
The lajout of the Settlement and the appesrance
he bulldings generaly, are doubtless ndicated
mrrerﬂ\' bt tho. drawipg obviously cannot be
elied upon in engraving was first
vuhllshed I By in'the 1613 edition of Clum-
ain’s — presumably from a drawin;
by (‘h.m\p]mn Rimselt, but. It is probable. that
Champlain did not sed it before publication, a5
ere sre discrepanelos between the ndex let
The Bevhee aed. i tha legend belots WHich
15 unlikely woull have eseaped him.  Tn cansider-
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racy of th

nterpretati

ing the histori drawing, ther
fore, the engraver's nplain’
skmh his Tk of knowledge of p(-lspumv\'\' dray-

is curious technique and to som his
pination llo had g be tiken nto aceoun
“In the reconstruction worl, ool mater
have been used as far i m-«

R been buiteof stone and Felay. - Therefors feld

a Jocal mountain trany.
h .

and and were u:cd
and black
o size as

I
bake
Dricks are of the
thase which were used in the chimneys of the St

Fis

arge.

n namely nlxml
h dimengions thes

797.) Ko

hnku oven

e T smiller brld lar

those foind in the bake o it Fort’ Lmnsb(mrg

5,000 bricks, of the two sizes

g at the site, sun dried
% brickmakers,

=Rl

and kiln baked by old-
rming timbers, where e\p(Md

have been hand-hewn and a ¥ brondaxemen

in the old manner, which slone givés & feeh

antiquity fo the construg o

spruce planking up to 20 inches in

tail; (tapering With the tree) and

secursd in place with oak and birch iz, s been

used for floors and interior wall boardi

ere, The flocrs Gf the Storehouse,

Toom and Cannon Platform are of halved

fhe workshops and elsewhere
e colombiage constrcti
and_having

and diagonals set at v
betwaen with short hori «nw log ot pole nogeing,
m\lgh!) flattened. togaing has bo
i of Toe Fact het 1t aoing o v b
leen the handiest and most plentiful s
The p o chink the join
with clay and mass If and when required. due to
the shrinkage 1 lozs

floor framing are of two
types, in conformity with contemprary
n the north of France and of many of the oidest
buildings in Quebec. The
as used in the larger buildings h
spaced from about 54 feet to § feet
roof boarding laid

ridge resting on the Horizontal puriine which
between the trusses. Such roof trusses
ed hammer beain braces may b

of the west
The ground

2

bulldings and in e %m\,hnuw loft.

floor celings are of planking spanning betwee

the tie e and the upper floaring is ai cross:
et Thnking et Sk o Sk

S othdr type of Foof comstuEtion his HL-
O G apart resting
on purlins supported by the main trusses in much
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Roof Framing Detail

the same mauner ss in modorn buikiings.  This

d when required to be covered with

r 8 mgxeu a8 in the case of the Governor's

o upper fioors have beams or josts

t\o<d)' spaced an ing between the tie

Faficrs and. beams were gmmauy
od

e practics, roughly
n in hughont nu- ‘Suila-
r exposed fo.view, Al 0 fram-

‘morticed and tenoned s

ok Toubies
{fhe old manne

7
pikes or nails being used.

Coupled Truss Koof Construction
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Community Room Fireplace

The roofs of the Governor's dwelling and of
the Boulaye dwelling are covered with hand-made
pine shingl the Entrance Gateway
and of the well shelter an
k

Ary poriod. removed from & i b he
north of Fran

Governor's House Fireplace

e ortunately, suitable curpenters and skilled
timbermen, expetienced in the e of the broadaxe

andadze, neiuding oldtime.sh

ailable in tha dintriey gad suel abour faters
ialy helped t o faithful reproduction of
the work of the original eraftsmen:

all doors and in the staircescs the
v«nmlmnk 1 een i Aniahe to Shew Ehd o
fashioned plane marks and in 1o
are modL-m cireular saw markings left oxposed to

view on w
sided externally
ped pine boarding (sawn, with
produce the ppeayance of whip sawn boarding) n
ith the wane edges left on, only

eing remave

1o evidence of lime having been used

at the Habitation, but i seems probable tha the
walls of the buildings would have been plastered
lay and covered with lapped boarding on the

with

ZE

5

nutsld
Governor's dvelling s, in. accordance

with dm.umonhry evidence, bullt and fn
nanner than other builds ated

il by carpenters of gair sawn time

THer, the floot and

and as an exam)
work” (fait d'une belle artificelle carpenterie)
referr

antel with shields, upon which are
emblazoned coats of arms of Fran
Monts and de Putringourt. The Stairease londing
up to the bedroom is of birch (for Lescarbot
states that birch was found to be “very good for

inery”) with hand m\m\d«ed mewel posts
balusters of period desi

d throughout, in hinges

fastenings and sriles 1 oors
windows and permancnt shutters is hand-wrought
of early seventeenth century French dosign as are
also the lanterns and candle sconees, whieh Jatter
are lighted, olectrically by wiring run through &

concealed rigid conduit system. The panel boxes
and_ switches are concealed behin remoyale
sections of wide wall boarding so that there is no

indication of electrical instala

7 nunity Room whieh e locatet n o
veat ASIng CAaRA o e Heaa g
chen and is assumenl to have been used for the
ndy festvities of the Drder of G . has
a large fireplace with Mmchﬂrmilc uuk !x-am
rv\'er on which x\re carved a date panel and fleu
ls desin, The fireplaco | m tm room i ‘modalled
fmmhuuse

sp

e e o the
I windows throughout the x\mmd floor

dwelling quarters and the dormer window of the

Governor’s house are glazed with pale green or

et aoe Aha ith 5
henvv oiled parchment treated to reproduce the
seraped buckskin and rein-
fuued with stiffening pieces in the old manner.
T agein Abemping. Ohasiratens dos
graving or picture plan deseribes the various
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buildings of the Settlement with the excoption of
rth line of buildings which
rs or gent

st have been oceupled by the officers or gantie:
men, inclu urgeon and priests. While
there is no historical record of the position of the
Chapel e Trading

isphalt roll roofing has
en Tid {concelod from view) under the exposed
Iapped hoarding. same reason, the junc-
tions of chimneys and roofs and umerous
roof. vn!levx hnve been flashed with concealed lead
lashin ure permanency all framed build-
ings l\we been set on concrets foundations and
ove ground with field stones.

ine and entrance lobby have
vaulted roof un-
der the cannon platform with stone steps and
Heavy oak doors giving access thereto.

The use and de the small palisade
shown on the plcture plan, presented an interest-
ing problem. plain’ states: “Toward the
East Is a palisade, like  platform, as
ean be seen from the roUowmz picture.” Since
platform set mear the top of the sfockade, as
shown by the engm\'er. would afford no protection

2

Honts of the Fithiation.
e small lean-to building facing onto the
p-\llsnde i5 assumed to have been a Guard room
t is probable that the Sieur de Boulaye, who
e « Captain in de Poutr s

e
o (muway. was Captain of the Guard
2t Pois Ropsl
ntrance Gateway is constructed o

i ot logs. The double outer and smgle
inner doors are 31 inches thick, the last named
ghing about 600 poun
The whole_of the exterior pine woodwork
with, the exeeption of the doors, has been left un;
to allow it to weather to a natural
e s s proposed to treat it later with
& protective coating of colourless waterproofing.

sed oak doors and windows have been treated

ing has rem
architectur
Sobaity with miodebs requirements, 4
ater supply from ihe well with & pumoing
heen installed. Tmlcls
Bt e B i e
er buildings, are inconspicuously placed in Lhe
northerly comers o the group of Fufdings with a
k dra.nmzv System carried to the north.
rass areas have been
inid in the Courtyard and conceaded surtace water
drains from the Courtyard, wine cellar, powder
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Blacksmith's Forge

magazine und other points, have been run to dis-

charge into the Annapolis Basi
fhe relative costs of labour and materials in

the reconstruction work are indicative of the
unusual nature of the work, namely, cost of labour
62 per cent., and of materials 33 per cent, of con-
struction costs.
¢ known, the Habitation ad no
m nnmk on the, north
cems to be in

llage
with s population of bout 400 1 ithe to le est
ofthe Habitation and the Frenchmen traded bread
which they baked and fromyare wrought by their
Dlacksmiths and other merehandise brough, from
France for furs and fish and game from the
s,
The corner bastions facing, as it was then
called, L'Equille River and commanding the nav-
igable channel bebween e shore and Chat Island

he Hpoaes g0

however, o Al Saints’ Day in Noven

was left imguarded, and some English troaps o

Virginia, inder & Captain Samuel Argan. Tided

from their vessels Buﬂ d pillaged snd destrayed the

Settlement with it ce.
In this cennectmn. Mare Lescarbot in his

“History of New Fra follow

o The zed evzmhm

said muement e o

G0t Jobiors e WAl s sught wenid
“he of use, and cavrled it off in thetr vessels,
“This done they set fire to what remained.”
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