
THE MARITIME AI >V0! •ATE \ M ) HCSY EAS'I 5 

RESTORATION OF THE HABITATION OF 
PORT ROYAL, N. S. 

By Kenneth P.. Harris in Journal. Royal Archi tec tura l Institute of Canada 

well a s liisiniT.-:'.! r.le ITS I. 1:." Restorat ion ul' tin-
Habitat ion of Por t Royal, (sometimes referred to 
as Cham plain's Habi ta t ion) has recently been 

;.|m . iy the lliuiLinion (invenirtii 'nl at Lower 

• .!"'till-' leii'mnjr ami coiuuiiitu.- sel t lenieal w'iiieil 
was l.llilt in l l j i lnimder 1 he leadership of the Kielii-
do Monts. Ei dor an.I first t invornor of Por t 
Royal, and dest royed l,y English foroes in 1613. 

Samuel do Cliu' .dam. ••annus explorer and 

the Habitation d u r i n g llie summer . f lilnT. under 
the direction of the Sieur de Poutrincourt, who 

Tile Habitation i ' ini | ir ises a grnLLp ,jf build­
ing.- a r ranged around a foi i r l u m i in the maimer 
it Idil, eonlur i farm, in nor thern Eriiuee, and is 
Inrlilie.l at the h i , so, . the.A e u n e r s be a eannun 
s la t t e rn and a so ., I.. • • , , k „ „ It i s - i lua le . i 

the town of Annan,.if !,!„!.l ..n ••,,. opposite shore 
r i i 

manent European trading settlement on the Con-

: : , , ! : , , : I I . . ; . i- . m i . , • : . . I T 

meat of James town i,v two -rears and the found­
ing ,,( ( f i r l i . e by ( h a aim be th ree years. 

The reconstructed buildings stand as an ex-



THE MARITIME AIIVOUATE AND BUSY EAST 6 



THE MARITIME A D V O C A T E AND BUSY EAST 

iini|i]i.' of Hi t s i l l iest European building I rmlil ions 
ihii l were transplanted in ilu> new world mill , i . 
a memorial ir mmellloration of a number of 
interesting nidi events in the hist,my i.f Canada 
:m,i \ i . r l l i AI lie l i ra , unhiding file fol lowing: 

The inst i tut ion ul' 11m first Social Cluij 
idOi-iln' iU' Don Temps) I'.iLii its rereii nil ga:l i -
irrLUg.s for meals in file ( oinnii inity Doom: the 
iirndllciioii hi J i nn l.cscaiiii.t ul' the iirst wri t ten 

::::.;•...•. I'..- IV.,.;,I iV ,,[ X c n l a m " : the 
I'linolL Ciir ist ia >|dism: Urn first gardening anil 
wheal irr.iv.iiiu, tin- in-si water |lower anil mi l l ; 
the Iirst relinery ; t in ' Christian cemetery: Illy 
first road I ' l instnift inl i and t i l l ' first ryyunU'il 

' " ' i n ' add i t i on ' t o thi ' foregoing, many of the 
first ma,is of Aeudiu ami charts nl thy Atlantic 
KHstline were doubtless prepared ' ' 
from his fluid notes, at i l ly l i j i l i i tat ion. 

Historical references state that the buildings 
of the Saint Cruix Maud sel i Icim-ie • 
Inmll creeled by do Hunts in KM) I and -wi l ier bad 

lii,. Slori'hiiiisi- which wis,, loo large !,. t r anspor t " 
ami ' i ,a : t in. •-. b e r k was Lr:i I is: ci red UU!L:iig 
the saannci- uf Hill.-, to h o t I'oval for Hie erec-
li.... ,1 Hie selilenii-ril in a healthier location. 

I t should i,e ne in man tha i the iirst --cl-
llers had s-.ni'eivii scvcrcl. fi-na. scurcv, ex | insure 
and lack of dr inking water on St. Croix Island anil 
it is probable l l ia l greater rare was taken at i'ort 
I Loyal to creel sill is laid in! and weal liert igii l build­
ings fur a jiiTinarioal sclt lemeiiL 

I t ia recorded that there were from forty four 
i i iVal i nr name i I'll' a: I'ort I Loyal at one lime 

and 111lit with thi ' i i i were Lwo master laiiliicrs ! 
a number of car pin iters, joiner-, hoard sawcrs. 
ma-,,ns. stone cutters, blacksmiths and lock­
smiths 

The Hali i tai ioi i was ,!,.--. rover! by lire liv 
Kugiish trui,ps l ion Virginia : i . HiiS after hav­
ing been looted of everything „ f value including 
noards. bolts, looks and uniis ana joiner-- work, 
which were carried ..if i l l the English ships. 

Thy approximate site of the Habitat ion seems 
In have been Iirst idetitilicd irnm Oia:u;.lam's des-
criplions ana regional map in 11111. and in l l l l i l 

with tablet as a Dominion Historic Site. 
I n the summer of Deis, research work, in­

cluding the collection of building data, was ciim-
menced. and a l i t t le later nmrurre i i l fv . mi uxnlnr-
atory survey of the site „ i , scieiitiiic lines was 
carried out. 

buildings existed above ground, and a small mod­
ern In,use with cellar stnnrl on t i l l ' site unti l re­
moved at (he ti f the exploratory survey. 

The research work involved, apart from l l ie 
...liatioii of historical evidence relating tu i 'ort 
Do.val. uivosligaLions ami stud.-, of the records of 
tile earliest l-'lTtifii-Caliadinii l i i i i idings in ar-
i-liivcs. museums and Libraries, in which conrlec-

! be em.eeiio. much yaiua'ulc data 
were "dlaimsl fr tin- I'lmi ini-e of tluotiec. Ci.u-
sullatioiis won- carried out with arcliLtecls, nn-hi-

viitii tie- i'liivcrshi.-s of I i.ili-- aisiy. I.io.ai. MyiiVi 
anil Tr.iri.mto. and of Harvard, U.S.A. Through the 

Dominion Archivist, important data were ob-
iall ieii from i-Vance bearing upon early seveli-
Lr.-ni'. centur, :,lidding nmlhmls [p Xnrmniuh 
ami I'n-ai-ny. i ron, waence l i i embers ul tile 
expedition came. 

The preparation of p iv l in i innn .-kclei, plans 
;iu.I stuilies ami of w,, iking and ui-pdl dra-aiugs 
was neressurii) a process o f gradual revision and 

The d'iniliientai-y records of Purl f lora] give 
U" cue as :••• the i iaui iv of flu- con.-.,rarti,in ,,l -1 , , . 
l iahi la l i j ia buildings, bill ; hi- research work led 
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building construction was the ear l iest type of 
••••::•••• '•''• n - n use,, h; nil.lii men in Canada. A.'. 

"'•• ii' ii C in Indicate ; rate and all] (en eoloni-
' ' iAH) .•••ii-iiiicl there tan lie little doubt t h a t 
tiii.s l ) p o pro-dated IMP Ipieros sur nieces) con 
s'.ruciion I'M]' buildings lit!,,']' than perhaps small 
isolated buildings. 

The findings of the exploration- survcv of the 
.-'•'• •!••.-: ly invoi-di'il in Llin mat tor nf dimensions 
ot t h e Habi ta t ion wi th those given liy ( balllplaiii. 

approximately sixty-four feet by fifty-two feet. 
These dimensions a re inside the Cour tyard . 
Groups of slimes were found indicating ii.imli'-. 
the positions of some of Lhe foundations of cliini 

i i ' i - ano "I" the cannon platform, and small pock-

found ne tl I I I I | I I -
By a process of soil reading in i-ioss t renches , 

during tin' an-hiecilogica! survey, il was possible 
I" dilli i-eiiliiiti- between na tura l and dis turbed 
s .11. This s lnvey disclosed tin- fart tha t the 1613 
surface slopes i H: el If red ill an p i e r a g e depth of 
about If inches below those of 11)33. lie this 
menus the positions of si,allow pits i n to 'wh ich 
field s l n a i s on been placed for wail supports 
about 3311 years ng,, also wore idenl ir.ed. and 're-
outlines "f Ho- curious buildings determined. In 
u similar wav lhe posit ions of the collar under 
toe Si..rein.us,, ami ,,:' the will nonr '.!.' i- aidle '•:' 
the cour tyard were identified. The well was ex­
cavated to u depth of IS feet where a good supoly 
of water was on etui lite red. It was rebuilt with 
dry stone walls, and an nab cover wit's windlass 

.:::•• N" | -

The basis of the const ruction work was ta'l 
tile i l - ' i l imel i l inv evirleiue .-!:•! • •' ( i i : : 

:.• ia"] .eseai-- ,o ' ;s " i t i ' - . w v "!,:' New 
E-'i-am-e" I in the "Jesuit l ieki t ions"; lb) the 

horixo•:-..' limensii as and locate i ••' •'.- I did-
(3) Con tempora ry building inn- Ln'.'-'h, ibe '„..', t:.' 
of 1-raiire as used in farm houses anil burns i,i,d 

eordcil building practice in Trench Canada; (d) 
•ebon no definite evidence exis ts , inference and 
reasonable probnbililuts. and to! practical ronsid-. . •:..- .•,••;•;. h:-; ..p.; 

The Champlaiti engraving nr picture plan 
presents n s t r ange mixture of t ru th and i-rror. 
The 111',nil of I tie Sr l l le inei i ; I the appearance 
of the buildings generally, are doubtless indicated 
correctly, but the drawing obviously cannot lie 

piii ."••,' il i'a l ' !u : iVi' i"ihe' l613^dit ion tfCham-
plaia 's • -\"images" • - presumably from a drawing 
:,1 CI mm plain himself. I mi it is |:rnhnii> that 
r h a m p l a i u did not see il before piiblit-aLiun, as 

on the picture noil ia the legend lielow. wliieh i l 
i- l. ' .hl.lll l .aio oS, .,!!,-: 

to the conclusion that the buildings -were - e n 

COlO • y l . -•!•!• -.!••!. •• 1-
•i ai-m'buildings in Northern l-Van-

which tile leaders and the craf tsmen of the ex-
, • . ! , - . • : i , s.l form and the palisade 

. . o . ' - , ' • S I P • ' • ' . : . 

The idea has long been prevalent that lug 
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hut t in' historical accuracy ill' ti i is il raw inn. there­
fore, the engraver's interpretation of OiampUiin's 
sketch, his lack of knowledge of perspective draw. 

uuacu.a i dso had in lie taken into account. 
In the reconstruction work, local materials 

i l a v been used as fur as lirnctiriiblc. It seems 

Ernliahli' t imt the nine original chimneys would 
are been traill ufstone and clay. T lerafore M 

1 i n I' | o . < ; . ' . | o | | , , , , , . i s . ., 

in tin; ti replace., hake oven ami I J lack smiths' 

those « liicli were ii I- imneys of tile St. 

attested ,v.:i,.,l ila-,,V I7I>7 ' I I.: a 
ami (urge a somewhat smaller iil'ick, sin.liar I " 
llnisc found in the hulls ovens al lh.it i.ouisliulLrg 

were made I'mm clay dug al. ll ic sile. sun dried 
and kiln baked bv old-time brickmnkers. 

.All f raming timbers, where esposed tn view, 
have heea hnlid-hcwn and anile,I ly. h-,,•..!.,.. 
in If.e old manner, which a!,,nc gives a feeling of 

Pine and . .ni ls, , planking i i | . to 20 inches in 
width, sawn rat tai l , (tapering with the tree) and 
secured ill place u i lk wis aad birch pins, has been 
lis.si lor II 'S mill intcrier waN hoil l ' l i l lc ,,| I i ' ilia 
ollaricrs. The Ii s of the Storehouse, l inard 

i i.ciin ln-.-li type) straightened at edge, ami laid 
•in,! pinned en heavy bearers. The walls .,1" the 

shew tile nirtiiresiiue roloiuhuge cr.r.sl r i a l inv. with 
heavy sills, pests and plates and having braces 

wis al 
between with sis a' horizontal log or ;,:'.,• i 
! 11 i 11.' Ilnl lone,!. Weed Hogging lllls been used 
ill view of the fad that II would probable have 

-n l l io handiest and mo.sl plelit i l l t] ,,f nialerhil... 
••••.' is to chink the iofnts in these walla 

with rlav and mess if ami when r. iron, due !•• 
the shrinkage of logs. 

The reefs and upper flririr fvailiiug lue ,' • « . . 
types, in conformity with c,,mem.„ r a n cad ,e 
in !lo north ul i ranee ana id inaliv ol <h, •• I, -I 
boil.ideis in tjucbec. 'IT num. ', -i • • 

'..••.. ...... 
seen in the Artisans' dorniii.eri of I he wesl 
buildings and in the Storehouse b.l't. The ground 
lloor i-eilitigs are el planking spanning belweeti 
(he lie heairs. and tin' Upper II ill v. i.s laid . r i.s. 

'••• nking a total thickness of about 

The ether tvpe o l reef construction has raf­
ters spaced from i, loot io I f inches apart resting 
on purlins supported by the main trusses ill much 

type was used when reijtiireil to be aivered with 
tiles or shingles as in the ease of the llovei' l lor's 
dwelling. The upper doors have beams er joists 
fa i r ly closely spaced ami s| die ni ween tin- tie 
bean.s. The rafters ami beams were generally 

• • •• modem practice, roughly squared 
.ilnl sel uniform in size. Throughout the build 

ins" is morticed and tenoned ani lp i i ined 'together 
in the old manner, no spikes ,,r nails being used. 

http://lh.it
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Fortunately, suitable carpenters and skilled 
l imliermen. experienced i t tin- use .if ti le broaduxe. 
ami adze, including uldtimc ship builders, were 
I'- -Ilia! -k- i:: lb,- -1 i --:. I - i :. alio ; i l !. :;.' , mater 
i idli helped in ensure a fa i thful reproduction of 

In all doors and in the staircases, etc., the 
woodwork 1ms Ireen hand linished to show the old-

I exposed to 

The buildings are sided externally with 
la|i]ieil nine hoarding (sawn with bambsiiw to re-
I'l mint o the appearance of whip SOW!! ' n.r.i tlinoh hi 
rant!..in widths with the wane raises left on. only 
the hark I mi l l - removed. 

There- is no e: itlenee of lillie having hern used 

walls of the tin Nth i ij;s would have hern plastered 
with clay and covered with kipped boarding on (he 

with documentary evidence. Imill anil Ihtisllcd in 
er that other buildings. It is stated 

I" haie been hnill by carpenters ,, l ' lair sawn t im­
ber. Here, the floor and wall boarding is of oak, 

work" (fait tl'unc belle arlhicoiir 
referred In tie Otmtrolniti ami l.oscarhiit, the fire­
place, has a bail,I- de moulded t mantel shelf 
and overmantel with shields, upon which are 
emblazoned coals of arms ,,l" [•'ranee and of de 
MonLs and de Hour riitcotirt. The staircase leading 
up to the bedroom is ,,l" birch (I'nr l.esrarbol. 
-lates t i ia i birch was found io be "very good for 
jo inery" ) with hand-moulded newel posts and 
balusters of period design. 

All the ironware Used throughout, in hinges, 
lo l ls , fastenings and grilles for (lie l t d ,lours and 
windows ant! port:.;.an,' shutters is hand-wrought 
of early seventeenth eeiii l lrt l-'reaeh design as are 
also the lanterns and candle e tunes, which [alter 
are lighted electrically hi wir ing run through a 
i-oni-i-aleil rigid tin,dull system. The pane! boxes 
mid switches arc concealed behind rem ova I lie 
sections of wide wall hoarding so that there is no 
indie d ion uf I'ICI I rieal installation. 

The Community Doom which is located in the 
wrsl building adjacent to tile oakesllup and kit­
chen ami is assumed (,. have beea used for the 
daily festiyitics of l l ie Older of (hind Cheer, has 
a large fireplace with characteristic oak la-am 
oyer on whir l ] arc carved it 'hue panel and rletir tie 
lis design. The fireplace :n bits r is us.de.e,,; 
on a spacious contemporary l-'rench farmhiiimu 
pal tern with warmiag cupboards ul the back. 

All windows throughout the ground floor 
: . : r ,us end tin' dormer window of Hie 

Uoycrtior's house are glazed with pale green or 
.aiid-cr antique glass, :n some eases leaded and in 
other, set hi hand-made oak easements. Tile 
windows of the artisans' donuitor.l and of Hie 
workshops and storehouse, etc., are filled wi th a 
heave oiled parchment treated to reproduce (lie 
appearance of th in , scraped buckskin and rein-
I'oj-red wil l i s l id , nil,g pi,•res in (he old maimer. 

The legend accaipai i ing Cham plain's en­
graving or picture plan describes the various 

Cumauialty Room Fire-plane 

The roofs of the Governor's dwelling and of 
(In- Denial ,- dwelling are i • wored with aand made 
Pit.es gles. ami 1 hose of tile Entrance C.a'.-wuv 
slid of the w i l l shelter .n i l pigeon role with oak 
sr.iagles. lite last mentioned being of Hie same 
six,- a- specimen* " i oak shingles of ami i'­
nr: period i. ye.i froni a small building in in 
north of France. 
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fourdw.- • • J .1 '. 
mil!-: have been occupied in- i l livers in- III-IIIU--
niell. including tin- s.i rgi.'on II IHI priests. While 
lin'i-i' i.- in. historical record <>: l l i r position of the 
Chapel nor ill ' lh.- Trading li imiii. these have been 
liliu.'il iii acionlam-e I M I I I I 'M' pro-.abilities. 

There is textual reference I" leaky roofs in 
llu- original buildings. ' I ' " avoid this i i i inl i l i i i r i in 
Ihn n-i-oi:sii-inl.ilin. heavy asphalt Mill roofing lias 
lim-il laid (concealed from I iew) under llu- exposed 

Imps nf ' id i i in i iovs ami I-.--.V "n i i . i ' l i i . ' i n in..s 
roof callers iiavi- been Hashed < H i rom.ealrd I.-a,I 
Hushing. ' I ' . , ensure :,ii-i,,;,i,.-:-i all frame.! l-llil-l-

ii'i',a-<)"n!.i.v,. ground witli held htenea. 

been bu i l t in s t o n e s 

ili-i- Uli! cannon platform with stone s t eps anil 

The use and design of the small palisade 

Inn lu-o'iile:- . 1' .'•••: ••'[••"•anill ti le 
!-:.a..l is a palisade, fa- i i inmo list- n platform. ;,s 
platform set near V -- 1 - • I • d the sine kails-. as 
shown he llu- engraver, would afford no protection 
to inuskeett-rs standing therein!, ami l lu-ie -"iiiii 
no loopholes shown IH.-IOW. i l si-i-nii-il pjioarcnl that 

thai decided iijion was to iniil i l a i i r ing plat form 
about four foci nhh- ai-ntinil t h ru - nf the inner 
siiii-s nf the jialisnih- .at n Mlllal.li- height lor [nils-
heelers to lire belv. r r l i nll.-i-nal i l y jsiinlixi |ii.li-s 
ami tans to he alili- In enfilade ill.- east ami -:-'IT: 
fronts nf tile llal-itati-.-n. 

From'-- •-•::a-j":ii-sl in 
tin- la- f rame ( ia lee rn . «n- F.lpla ' the l luar i l 
at Fort Koyal. 

Tlie Entrance i oneway is constructed of oak. 
hewn out of Ions. The ilonhlc outer anil single 

weighing about GOvi pounds. 
The whole iff l lu- esterior pirn- wooilwork 

wi lh the exception of the -1 's. has been left uii-
painted in order In allow i l to weather to II natural 
grey eiii-.ilr. It is proposed to treat it later with 
a ] in a eel i vi- .eating of colourless waterproofing. 
Exposed oak doers and windows l iaie in-en trealeil 

doors faring l lu- r ia inyurd Inn'- l-ei-n painted 
colours i-haraeterislie nf ihc period, which colour­
ing has remained distiiu-.ive nf tjflehrv rural 
architecture. 

I n conformity with inndern reiiuin-iiieuls. a 
water supply from the well with a pumping unit 
and storage tank lias been installed. Toilets, 
'm.i-naiaisirig in external appearance with tin- nth-
northerly corners nf llu- group ••:' buildings with a 
septic lank drainage system earned to the mir th. 

Flags torn- walks and grass areas have been 
laid in the Cmirtyari l and conn-pled surface water 

niugu/im- nni oLiu-r points, have In-en run to dis-
•! ..r; • ill'.. -...• A - - -.;:• !: .• • 

The relative n.sts of labour ami materials in 
the reii i i isLrurlion work are indicative of the 
unusual nature of lie- - i . e . . tutiin-h . -s-s! of labour 
112 per cent., and of materials 3d per cent, of con-

As far as' is known, the Habitation had no 
prnleeli •ri.ir. attack on the north side. The 
explanation nf this seems Lo he In Ihe evidence 
thi l l lite French settlers were alwavs fr iendly 
wilh flu-local Indians. There was an !•:, village 
wilh n nopuLa1ii.il .ff about UNI a lit tic to the west 
of the Habitation and the Freiu-iniici, traded hrca ! 
• hu l l l imy l-akeil rani ironware wrought by their 
l ikuksi l i i lhs ami other iiii-n haii.lise brought from 
Franc- for furs and tisa and mum: from I V 
Indians. 

The corner bastions facing, us it was then 
willed, if]-:.::;- a- Hirer i e an.ling llm i,,-.-
iguhle channel between Ihe shore and float Island 
• - I'-.- piai-i- I .'..•••• airily a- .. alls o r . - • 
lint, against aflaek Is l lu- sea In the English. 

Unfortunately for the " l i t t le siptare fo r t " 
however, on All Saints' Day in November, 1613, it 
was left unguarded, an.I ., English i ;•••••: • : -..-
Virginia, under a Uaplain Samuel Argal l , landed 
from their vessels and pillaged and destroyed the 
Settlement wi th l i t t le resistance. 

Il l this connection. .Marc l.cscai-liiil in his 
" I l ist-H-.v ..I New l-raiiee". relator us follows: 

"The said English pillaged everything in 
"the said settlement, look all tin l i l i o i i . 
"of war which were there and all the provi-
"sinus, au-rcl use area ..u.i-r things, demol-
"ishetl and lore down the earnenters' work 
"and .joiners' Work wlilel, Day Ho,light would 
"be of use. and tarr ied i t oil' in their vessels. 
"This done they set lire to what remained." 
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