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FOREWORD

This publication, a summary of information
on Yukon Territory, has been compiled in the
Bureau of Northwest Territories and Yukon
Affairs at Ottawa. Acknowledgment is made of
the co-operation that has been received from
those who had information of a special nature
to contribute. More detailed information 1s
contained in the various Dominion Government
reports and other references listed at the end of
the text.

Additional copies of this booklet may be
obtained on application to the Bureaw of North-
west Territories and Yukon Affairs, Lands,
Parks and Forests Branch, Department of
Mines and Resources, Ottawa, Canada.

R. A. GIBSON
Director
Lands, Parks and Forests Branch
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YUKON TERRITORY

Location — Area — Population

UKON TERRITORY comprises the extreme northwestern part of

the mainland of Canada, and has an area of 207,076 square miles,

or 5-6 per cent of the total area of the Dominion. Yukon is bounded
on the north by the Arctic Ocean; on the east by Mackenzie District of
the Northwest Territories; on the south by British Columbia (Latitude 60°
North) and the United States Territory of Alaska; and on the west by
Alaska (Longitude 141° West).

According to the decennial census of 1941, the population of the
Territory was 4,914, including 3,172 whites, 1,701 Indians, and 41 others.
An estimate of the population in February, 1947, totalled 7,581, including
5,928 whites and 1,653 Indians.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

HE early history of the area now known as Yukon Territory is largely

I the record of exploration carried out by resourceful and intrepid ofticers

of the Hudson's Bay Company in extending its lucrative fur trade, and

the story of adventurous miners who crossed the mountains to the watershed

of the Yukon River in the age-old search for gold. Closely associated with

the annals of the Yukon is the history of the adjoining United States

Territory of Alaska, the development of which coincided, for a lengthy
period, with that of the British territory.

The Hudson’s Bay Company was incorporated in 1670 by Royal
Charter granted by King Charles II, under which it received exclusive
administrative and trading rights in the vast territory known as Rupert’s
Land. A supplementary licence conferred on the company the exclusive
right to trade in the territories west of the Rocky Mountains. The North
West Company of Montreal, a rival organization founded in 1784, provided
keen competition, and vigorously extended its field of operations. The rival
companies merged under the name of the Hudson's Bay Company in 1821,
and the following year Sir George Simpson was appointed Governor and was
given control of territorial affairs.

By 1838 the company had extended its trade up the Liard River to a
post on Dease Lake, near the headwaters of the Stikine River. In 1840
Robert Campbell, clerk in charge of Fort Halkett on the upper Liard River,
received instructions from Sir George Simpson to explore the north branch
of the Liard and cross the divide in search of any river flowing westward.
Campbell ascended the Liard to a lake he named Frances, continued up a
tributary he called the Finlayson River, and crossed the height of land to
discover the Pelly River. In 1842 Fort Frances was built, and the following
vear Campbell explored the Pelly River to its junction with a stream he
named the Lewes River. By 1848 Campbell was in a position to extend his
field of operations, and Fort Selkirk was constructed that year at the
junction of the Pelly and Lewes Rivers.

In the meantime exploration of the Yukon watershed had also been
instituted by the Hudson's Bay Company from the valley of the Mackenzie
River. In 1842 John Bell pushed westward over the Richardson Mountains
to the Bell River on which Lapierre House was established, and followed the
Bell downstream to the Porcupine River. Bell explored the Porcupine in
1846 to its junction with a large river known to the Indians of the region as
the “Yukon.” The name, meaning ‘greatest river,” was adopted by Bell. The
following year Fort Yukon was established by A. H. Murray, of the Hudson’s
Bay Company, on the Yukon River, three miles above its confluence with

the Porcupine.
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Campbell continued the exploration of the Pelly River in 1851, descend-
ing it ““for hundreds of miles” to reach Fort Yukon, thus proving the Pelly
and the Yukon to be the same river. (The name ‘Yukon' is now applied to
that part of the river below the junction of the Lewes and Pelly Rivers,
although the Lewes is generally considered to be the upper Yukon). Camp-
bell subsequently accompanied Murray up the Porcupine to Lapierre House
on the Bell River and from there crossed the mountains to the Mackenzie
River, establishing a new route for the transfer of supplies to, and fur from,
the upper Yukon River.

Fort Selkirk was destined to have a short career. Its existence interfered
with the trading activities of the Chilkat (Tlingit) Indians of the Pacific
Coast, who acted as intermediaries between the Kutchin or “‘Stick’ Indians
of upper Yukon, and white traders who plied coastal waters. In 1852 the
fort, which that year had been moved downstream two miles to the left
bank of the Yukon, was attacked and sacked by the Chilkats in the absence
of some of the personnel. Campbell sent the survivors down to Fort Yukon,
and set out for Fort Simpson via the Pelly and Liard Rivers. The following
spring he reached London after a remarkable trip, but was unable to obtain
permission to reopen Fort Selkirk, and the Hudson’'s Bay Company aban-
doned for nearly a century its posts on the upper Yukon. (It is of interest
to relate, however, that the Hudson’s Bay Company re-established a
trading post at Fort Selkirk in 1938, and also one at the mouth of the Stewart
River in 1939).

Exploration in Alaska

Russian exploration and exploitation of Alaska followed its discovery
by Bering and Cherikoff in 1741. Fur-traders penetrated the Aleutian
Islands and later extended operations to the western and southeastern
coasts. In 1799 Emperor Paul granted exclusive trading rights to the
Russian-American Company, which virtually ruled Alaska from that date
to 1863. In 1831 Russia established a trading post on St. Michael’s Island
in Norton Sound, north of the mouth of the Yukon River, known there as
the “Kwik-pak.” The trading post of Nulato on the lower Yukon was
established in 1838, and by 1846 Russians had mapped 600 miles of the river,

Russia had attempted to exclude navigators and trade from the Bering
Sea and the Pacific Coast of her possessions in 1821. Protests by Great
Britain and the United States led to treaties whereby the excessive de-
mands of Russia were relinquished and boundaries established. In the
Treaty of 1825 with Great Britain it was agreed that Russia would have the
narrow strip of coast north of 54° 40’ and west of the summit of the moun-
tains paralleling the coast — now known as the ‘‘panhandle” of Alaska—
together with the peninsula and islands west of the 141st Meridian. In 1867
Alaska was purchased from Russia by the United States for $7,200,000, and
considerable difficulty subsequently arose over demarcation of the boundary.
The question was finally settled by the award of the Alaska Boundary
Tribunal of 1903.

Following the sale of Alaska in 1867 the assets of the Russian American
Company were purchased by a San Francisco firm; in 1869 they were
acquired by the Alaska Commercial Company. In that year the Hudson’s
Bay Company was forced to relinquish its trading post at Fort Yukon,
which was found by preliminary boundary survey to be in Alaska. The post
was moved up the Porcupine River to Old Rampart House, but the new
site was also found to be in United States territory. After being moved
again upstream a few miles, the post was finally abandoned shortly after its
completion. Subsequent to the retirement of the Hudson's Bay Company
from the field the Alaska Commercial Company enjoyed for many years a
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practical monopoly of trade in the Yukon watershed, and established
numerous posts within Canadian territory along the Yukon River.

Early Mining Activity

The arrival of prospectors in search of gold profoundly influenced the
history of the Yukon region. Following the decline in production of the
Cariboo and Omineca areas in northern British Columbia, the Cassiar field
was developed about 1873. By 18735 the entire upper Liard Basin was being
prospected, with more than 1,000 miners in the field. The next move was
toward the Yukon River. A party of prospectors, including Arthur Harper,
Alfred Mayo, and Leroy McQuesten, reached Fort Yukon from the Mack-
enzie River via the Rat, Bell, and Porcupine Rivers, in 1873. Most of this
group drifted into trading, but other prospectors followed. A party of miners
is reported to have crossed Chilcoot Pass in 1878, following the Lewes River
to Marsh Lake. In 1880 another party following the same route reached the
Teslin River. By 1885 several parties of miners had reached and commenced
mining on the Stewart River. In 1886 miners were making as much as $100
per day with “rockers’ at Cassiar Bar on the Lewes River and at Steamboat
Bar on the Stewart River. Coarse gold was discovered in paying quantity
on Fortymile River in 1886, and in 1892 the Sixtymile field was located.
Trade followed the miners, and posts were established at various points,
including Fort Reliance, six miles below Dawson; Ogilvie, opposite the
mouth of Sixtymile River; the mouth of the Stewart River; and the mouth
of Fortymile River.

The Klondike Strike

On August 17, 1896, the strike that was to make the Klondike region
world-famous was made on Bonanza Creek, a tributary of the Klondike
River, by George W. Carmack and two Indian companions, ‘‘Skookum”
Jim and “Tagish’ Charlie, on information supplied by Robert Henderson.
Henderson had spent the past two years prospecting creeks in the vicinity,
and in the spring of 1896 had located a fair prospect on Goldbottom Creek.
On a trip down the Klondike to Ogilvie for supplies Henderson met Carmack
and his companions fishing for salmon, and invited them to stake on Gold-
bottom. It is reported that Henderson also suggested that Carmack cross
the low divide, prospect the gravels on what is now known as Bonanza Creek,
and advise him if anything was found. After locating exceptionally rich
placer deposits on Bonanza, Carmack and his companions proceeded to
Fortymile to file their claims, but neglected to advise Henderson, who did
not hear of the strike until after the entire length of the creek had been
staked in the rush that followed. Henderson, however, should be regarded as
the real discoverer of the Klondike.

As soon as news of the rich new strike reached the outside world a rush
for the Klondike began. Pacific Coast shipping companies landed thousands
at the Alaskan ports of Dyea and Skagway at the head of the Lynn Canal,
from which points the fortune-seekers climbed the forbidding Chilcoot and
White Passes and pressed on to Lake Lindeman, headwaters of the Lewes
River. There, primitive craft were constructed for the journey of more than
500 miles down the Yukon River to the mouth of the Klondike. Many others
entered the country from St. Michael's, Alaska, travelling up the Yukon
River to Canadian territory; along the Stikine River to Teslin Lake, moving
down the Yukon; over the Dalton Trail from Chilkat Inlet; and via the
Mackenzie and Porcupine Rivers. The settlement of Dawson sprang up at
the confluence of the Klondike and Yukon Rivers, and in two years mush-
roomed from a few houses to a “city’”’ of 25,000.
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By the spring of 1899 all creeks of any importance in the Klondike had
been staked, and considerable speculation in claims ensued. Newcomers
staked claims on the hillsides and benches of the creeks, to the amusement
of experienced miners. Many of these hill claims, however, containing what
became known as the White Channel gravels, proved to be immensely rich,
and made fortunes for their owners. Between 1897 and 1904, inclusive, more
than $100,000,000 in gold was obtained from the placers of Klondike creeks,
the greater part of it by what are now considered primitive mining methods.

The name ‘“Klondike,” according to the late William Ogilvie, is an
adaptation of the Indian word “Trondiuck,” meaning ‘“Hammer-water.”
The stream was noted for its annual salmon run, and the natives trapped the
fish by means of barriers of stakes which were driven or hammered into the
gravel bed.

In the wake of the Klondike rush there followed rapid development of
Yukon district. Steamer services were established on the Yukon River, both
upstream and downstream, to Dawson. Construction of the White Pass and
Yukon Railroad from Skagway to Whitehorse was commenced in 1898 and
completed in 1900. Small towns developed at Carcross near the foot of Lake
Bennett and at Whitehorse below the rapids of that name on the Lewes
River. Dawson expanded rapidly, and hotels, churches, schools, and a
hospital were erected. Numerous business enterprises were established, and
construction of a system of roads was undertaken.

As the more easily worked placer ground in the Klondike became
exhausted miners left for new fields, and the population of Dawson declined.
The consolidation of mining properties under corporate bodies and the
introduction of dredging established a smaller but more stable mining
industry that has since continued. The discovery of silver-lead deposits in
the upper Stewart River country resulted in expansion of the settlements
at Mayo and establishment of a new settlement at Keno. Mining enterprises
established elsewhere also contributed to the economy of the Territory.

Recent Developments

The inauguration of joint defence projects in northwestern Canada in
1942 brought renewed activity to Yukon Territory. Construction of the
Alaska Highway from Dawson Creek, British Columbia, to Fairbanks,
Alaska, through southern Yukon, resulted in a temporary influx of population
that rivalled that of the Klondike rush. The Canol Project, involving
construction of a pipeline for the transportation of crude oil from Norman
Wells, Northwest Territories, to Whitehorse, Yukon, and construction of an
oil refinery at Whitehorse, also contributed to a large transient population.
Development of the Northwest Staging Route in 1941 had resulted in the
construction of a chain of modern landing fields for aircraft along the route
followed by the Alaska Highway. On the termination of the Camol Project
in 1945 the operation of the refinery and pipeline was suspended. The
Alaska Highway and adjacent air bases, however, provide a dependable
route for motor and air transportation to Yukon Territory from the provinces
and from Alaska, and should be important factors in the further develop-
ment of the Territory.

Scientific Exploration

Early scientific exploration of what is now Yukon Territory included
the travels of Robert Kennicott, United States naturalist, on the Porcupine
River in 1861, and investigations undertaken by Dr. A. Krause, of the
Bremen Geological Society, in the vicinity of Chilcoot and Chilkat Passes
in 1882. In 1883 Lieutenant Frederick Schwatka, of the United States
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Army, undertook a survey of physical features and native population along
the Yukon River. Schwatka’s party crossed Chilcoot Pass, built a raft on
Lake Lindeman, and successfully navigated the Lewes and Yukon Rivers to
the mouth of the latter. Many place names in Yukon owe their origin to
Schwatka.

In 1887 Dr. George M. Dawson, of the Geological Survey of Canada,
led a Dominion Government expedition to explore that portion of the North-
west Territories drained by the Yukon River. Dawson entered the interior
by way of the Stikine River and Dease Lake, and followed Campbell’s route
of 1840 via Frances Lake to the site of Fort Selkirk at the junction of the
Lewes and Pelly Rivers. From Fort Selkirk Dawson ascended the Lewes,
crossed Chilcoot Pass, and reached the Pacific Coast at the head of the
Lynn Canal.

Other members of the expedition included William Ogilvie, D.L.S., of
the Department of the Interior, and R. G. McConnell, of the Geological
Survey of Canada. Ogilvie descended the Lewes and Yukon Rivers, conduct-
ing an instrument survey in connection with the determination of the 141st
Meridian. The following year Ogilvie explored the Porcupine River basin.
Later he served as the first Commissioner of Yukon Territory. McConnell
accompanied Dawson to Dease Lake in 1887, later descending the Liard and
Mackenzie Rivers. In 1888 McConnell crossed the height of land from the
Mackenzie River to Fort Yukon via the Bell and Porcupine Rivers, and
ascended the Yukon and Lewes Rivers to reach the Lynn Canal. Reports of
these explorations included excellent descriptions of the physical, geological,
and general features of the districts traversed. They contributed greatly to
the general knowledge of the Territory.

Further exploration and numerous surveys have since been undertaken
in Yukon Territory, including the investigations of R. G. McConnell,
Joseph Keele, Charles Camsell, W. E. Cockfield, D. D. Cairnes, and H. S.
Bostock, of the Geological Survey. Their reports contain valuable informa-
tion concerning the physical characteristics and natural resources of the
region. More recent studies have included geological, topographical,
geodetic, agricultural, and archaeological surveys along the Alaska Highway
and access roads, as well as highway, airport, fisheries, and other surveys
elsewhere. Considerable detailed geological and topographical mapping has
been completed with the aid of aerial photographs, and an expanded program
of exploration in the Territory may be expected in the future.

GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

RIOR to 1895 the area now contained in Yukon Territory formed part
Pof the unorganized Northwest Territories and, although administered

by the Dominion Government, was virtually occupied and controlled
commercially by foreign traders. In 1895 Yukon was created a district of the
Northwest Territories, and a detachment of Royal Northwest Mounted
Police under Inspector C. Constantine was sent to Fort Cudahy (Fortymile)
on the Yukon River to represent the various Dominion Government depart-
ments. By 1896 the mining industry had grown to such proportions that the
Inspector was no longer able to handle the necessary transactions and a
Collector of Customs was appointed. In 1897 an officer was appointed from
Ottawa to represent the Department of the Interior as Gold Commissioner,
surveyor, and land agent, and the recording office was transferred from
Fortymile upstream to the present site of Dawson.

In 1898 Yukon was created a separate territory by Act of Parliament
(the Yukon Act) and provision was made for a local government composed
of a chief executive styled Commissioner, and a Legislative Council of six
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members appointed by the Governor in Council. In response to a demand
for responsible government the Yukon Act was amended in 1899 to provide
for the election of two additional members to the Council, with the same
powers and duties as the six appointed members. The Act was amended in
1902 to provide for a council of eleven members, five to be elected. In 1908,
by further amendment, provision was made for a wholly elective council of
ten members to be elected for a term of three years. This form of local
government continued until 1919, when the council was reduced to three
members. The office of Commissioner was abolished in- 1918 by Order in
Council. The duties of that office were transferred to the Gold Commissioner,
and later to the Controller.

Present Government

The Territorial Government is now composed of the Controller of
Yukon Territory, and an elective Legislative Council of three members
having a three-year term of office. The Yukon Territorial Council, with the
Controller, operates in a manner somewhat similar to a provincial govern-
ment. The Council sits separate from the Controller and presents ordinances
passed by it to the Controller for his assent. The seat of local government is
at Dawson.

The Yukon Act provides that the Controller shall administer the
government of the Territory under instructions given him from time to
time by the Governor in Council or the Minister of Mines and Resources
at Ottawa.

The Controller in Council has the power to make ordinances dealing
with the imposition of local taxes, sale of liquor, preservation of game,
establishment of territorial offices, maintenance of prisons and municipal
institutions, issuing of licences, incorporation of companies, solemnization of
marriage, property and civil rights, administration of justice, and generally
all matters of local nature in the Territory.

Members of Council

The Territory is divided into three electoral districts, namely Dawson,
Mayo, and Whitehorse. The Territorial Council elected in 1947 for a three-
year term follows:

Dawson District. . .........JoHN R. FRASER, Dawson
Mayo District. ........... ErNEsT J. Corp, Keno Hill
Whkitehorse District. ... ....R. GorpoN LEE, Whitehorse

Federal Representation

In 1902 the Territory was granted the right to elect a member to the
House of Commons, and J. H. Ross, who resigned the ofhce of Commissioner
to contest the new constituency, was elected the first Member of Parliament.
In 1947, the electoral district of YUKON was enlarged by the addition of
that part of the District of Mackenzie, Northwest Territories, lying west of
the 109th meridian of west longitude. The new electoral district is known as
YUKON — MACKENZIE RIVER. The present member is Honourable
George Black, K.C.

General Administration

The Lands, Parks and Forests Branch of the Department of Mines and
Resources is responsible for business arising from the general administration
of the Territory under the Yukon Act and Ordinances passed by the Terri-
torial Council; for the disposal of lands and timber under the Dominion
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Lands Act; for the administration of the Yukon Placer and Quartz Mining
Acts; and for the collection of revenue therefrom. In addition to the Depart-
ment of Mines and Resources, other federal departments function in Yukon
Territory. These include the Departments of Transport, National Defence,
Public Works, National Revenue, Post Office, Justice, Fisheries, and
Agriculture.

The Controller of Yukon Territory is stationed at Dawson and represents
the Department of Mines and Resources and some other Dominion Govern-
ment departments having interests in the Territory. In addition to being
head of the territorial administration, he is ex-officio Mayor of Dawson, and
Registrar of Land Titles for Yukon Territory.

The Yukon Act also provides for the appointment of a Public Adminis-
trator, whose principal function is the administration of estates, including
those of insane persons. The office of the Public Administrator is located
at Dawson.

There are three mining districts in the Territory — Dawson, Mayo, and
Whitchorse — with Mining Recorders in each. The Mining Recorders also
serve as Dominion Lands and Crown Timber Agents. The Territorial Govern-
ment maintains an Assay Office at Keno Hill in the Mayo District.

The Superior Court of Record is the Territorial Court, over which a
stipendiary magistrate presides. The Court has both civil and criminal
jurisdiction, and the Court of Appeal for the Province of British Columbia
is the Court of Appeal for Yukon Territory.

The enforcement of law and order in Yukon Territory is the responsi-
bility of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A sub-division has been
established at Whitehorse, and detachments are also stationed at Dawson,
Mayo Landing, Old Crow, Fort Selkirk, Haines Junction, Teslin, and
Watson Lake.

SOCIAL SERVICES

Medical and Hospital Services

ESIDENT doctors in Yukon Territory are located at Dawson,
R\\'hitohorse, and Mayo, and function as medical health officers

under the Territorial Health Ordinance. Resident dentists also
practise at Dawson and at Whitehorse. Medical and dental officers attached -
to the Canadian Armed Forces in the Territory are registered under the
Ordinance and may furnish medical and dental services to civilians and to
natives in outlying parts of the Territory where such officers may be stationed
from time to time.

Yukon Territory is served by three hospitals. St. Mary's Hospital, at
Dawson, owned and operated by the Sisters of St. Ann, has a capacity of 75
beds, which will be increased by an addition under construction. This
institution has special accommodation for indigent patients, consisting
almost entirely of aged and infirm dependants without relatives to take care’
of them.

Whitehorse General Hospital is owned and operated by the Territorial
Government, assisted by a locally-constituted hospital board. A doctor
resident in Whitehorse serves as the medical superintendent. This institution
has a capacity of 40 beds, which can be augmented when necessary.

Mayo General Hospital is also owned by the Territorial Government
and is operated under the supervision of a local hospital board. It has a
capacity of 25 beds.
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