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A RICH AND FASCINATING HERITAGE Montréal/ a City Steeped in History 

Did you know that the first steamboat 
built in Canada/ the Accommodation, 
is commemorated in Montréal? 

LJ\d you know that George 
Beers; an eminent Montréal 
dentist; set the rules for 
lacrosse and popularized the 
game in the 19th century? 

LJid you know that Saint-Laurent Boulevard; 
Mount Royal Cemetery and several churches; like 
Saint Patrick's Basilica; are national historic sites? 

I hese are only a few examples of places, persons and 

events of national historic significance on the Island 

of Montréal that are part of Parks Canada's national 

historic sites system plan. You can learn more about 

them by reading this guide, which contains over 100 

historical entries, as well as a rich and varied selection 

of illustrations. It also provides a summary of the history 

of Montréal and includes alphabetical and thematic 

indexes that can be used to design your own tours. 

If you're interested in history, simply a bit curious, feel 

strongly about heritage protection or are just looking 

for a different way to visit Montréal, then this guide 

is for you! 

LJ\d you know that a plaque at Pierre Elliot 
Trudeau International Airport recalls the 
commissioning of the Norseman, an airplane 
that won renown in Canada's Far North and 
in Europe during the Second World War? 

LJ\d you know that Howie Morenz; 
a star player with the Montreal 
Canadiens Hockey Club in the 1920s 
and 1930S; is commemorated by a 
plaque unveiled at the Forum in 1978? 

ITid you know that the Government 
of Canada has recognized the historic 
importance of a number of events in the 
Montréal area; such as the construction of the 
Victoria Tubular Bridge in 1859 and the signing 
of the Great Peace of Montréal in 1701? 

Take a look at the 

following pages: 

you'll make 

some amazing 

discoveries! 
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How TO USE T H I S G U I D E Montréal/ a City Steeped in History 

This guide is divided into three sections suggesting tours based 
on the geographical proximity of sites designated for places, 

persons or events of national historic significance in three different 
parts of the Island of Montréal. 

• For OLD MONTRÉAL and the surrounding area, it proposes three 
tours that can easily be done on foot; 

• for DOWNTOWN, it focuses on four areas with a high concentration of 
designations that are within ready reach by metro: 1. the area around 
Windsor Station and Dorchester Square; 2. northwestern downtown; 
3. the McGill University sector; and 4. eastern downtown, along with 
several churches, Place des Arts and the Monument-National; 

• in regard to THE ISLAND OF MONTRÉAL, the guide discusses five 
zones that you can also reach by metro or by bus, perhaps while 
going on a picnic or other type of outing: 1. from the Botanical 
Garden to the city's cemeteries; 2. from the Lachine Canal to Villa 
Maria; 3. the Lachine Rapids; 4. the western part of the island; and 
5. the city's outskirts. 

Several maps show the location of the various designations made 
by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, irrespective 
of whether they are marked by a commemorative plaque or not. In 
addition, inset maps are provided in the upper right-hand corner of 
all odd-numbered pages. For ease of understanding, many titles of 
the various designations have been adapted in English and may differ 
from those inscribed on the commemorative plaques. 

T wo indexes, one alphabetical and the other thematic, make it easier 
to find the various designations and prepare personalized tours. 

Example: Old Montréal 

Presentation of the 

area and tour maps 

Presentation of the tour 
with inset maps and 
historical entries 
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N A T I O N A L H I S T O R I C S I T E S 

OF CANADA SYSTEM PLAN 

What is the National Historic Sites of 
Canada System Plan? 

C anada's program of historical commemoration is 
managed by Parks Canada. The relevant minister makes 
designations on the recommendation of the Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, created in 1919. 
Since the Board's inception, close to 2,000 places (145 of 
which are administered by Parks Canada), persons and 
events have been designated as being of national historic 
significance. Together, they form the National Historic 
Sites of Canada System Plan. 

O n e of the federal government's key objectives in 
respect to this system is to ensure that it reflects the 
country's evolving history and heritage and accurately 
mirrors Canadians' interests and priorities in this regard. 
Over 80% of requests for designation are submitted by the 
general public; the remainder are made by Parks Canada 
and other federal departments. 

Montréal/ a City Steeped in History 

DESIGNATIONS OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SIGNIFICANCE IN CANADA (1919-2003) 

Events 

395 

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITES 
OF CANADA THEMATIC FRAMEWORK Parks Canada's system plan, as reviewed in 

October 2000, proposes a global approach to 
understanding Canada's history, based on five 
themes providing a framework for the selection of 
designations. In response to public consultations on 
heritage protection and to fill certain gaps in public 
requests for designation, Parks Canada has set three 
commemorative priorities: Aboriginal history, the 
history of ethnocultural communities and women's 
history. 

The system plan should 
reflect the country's evolving 
history and heritage. 
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H I S T O R I C S I T E S A N D Montréal/ a City Steeped in History 

MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA 

The Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada 

currently has 20 members. Both Quebec and Ontario 

have two representatives, while the other provinces 

and the three territories (Yukon, Northwest Territories 

and Nunavut) each have one. 

A n y aspect of Canada's history may be declared 

of national historic significance. Places, persons 

or events may be designated if they have had a 

nationally significant effect on the country's history 

or illustrate a nationally important aspect of it. To 

be eligible, places (archaeological sites, structures, 

buildings or groups of buildings, districts or cultural 

landscapes) must have been created before 1975, 

while persons must have been deceased for at least 

25 years, except in the case of Canadian prime 

ministers, who are eligible for commemoration 

immediately after their death. sE 
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VARIOUS TYPES OF PLAQUES (1923-2003) 

Based on the Board's recommendations, 

commemoration may take various forms: 

the erection of a plaque, the construction of 

a monument, or a cost-sharing agreement 

for the preservation or presentation of a site 

declared to be of national historic significance. 

The erection of a bilingual plaque is the most 

common form of commemoration. 

Various types of plaques (1923-2003). 
Photos: Rémi Chénier. Parks Canada, Québec, 1991. 

The First Members of the Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board of Canada. 
Cover of the Board's Minutes, 
November 1979, by R. Huggins of Parks Canada. 
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lïiiiilUZiSIàMtiLËàliUiài 
OF THE SYSTEM PLAN 

Montréal/ a City Steeped in History 

The Island of Montréal enjoys a special geographic situation that 

has had an impact on the history of both the island and the city of 

Montréal. It is located at the confluence of the St. Lawrence and 

Ottawa rivers and is bounded to the north by the Rivière des Prairies 

and to the south by the St. Lawrence River and Lake Saint-Louis. 

Owing to the proximity of these navigable waterways, Montréal is a 

gateway to the continent of North America and to one of Canada's 

most fertile farming regions. For many years, Montréal was its 

main administrative, economic, military and religious centre. 

Over 20% of all the designations of national historic significance 

in Canada concern the province of Quebec. The Island of 

Montréal alone boasts 113 designations, or almost one-third of all 

designations in the province and 6% of those in the country as a 

whole. These figures clearly reflect the importance of the Island of 

Montréal in the history of both Quebec and Canada. 

U p to the 1990s, designations on the Island of Montréal conformed 

to a traditional interpretation of Canadian history, particularly with 

DESIGNATIONS OF NATIONAL HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE 

FOR THE ISLAND OF MONTRéAL ( 1 9 1 9 - 2 0 0 3 ) 

regard to aboriginal people, ethnocultural communities 

and women. This is due to the fact that public requests for 

designation do not always keep pace with changes and new 

directions in the study of history. It should also be said that 

the composition and commemorative priorities of the Historic 

Sites and Monuments Board have evolved since 1919. 

Designations on the Island of Montréal can be divided 

fairly evenly into three main historical periods: the French 

Regime, the British Regime and the Province of Canada, and 

Modern Canada. Obviously, certain designations, such as 

the Saint-Laurent Boulevard Historic District, overlap two or 

more of these periods. 

Based on the designations made for the French Regime 

(1534-1760), the Board seems to have focused attention for 

the first 20 years of its existence on exploration (Hochelaga, 

C H R O N O L O G I C A L D I S T R I B U T I O N OF T H E 

D E S I G N A T I O N S OF N A T I O N A L S I G N I F I C A N C E 

"T1 ïSyfl 

Cavelier de La Salle, Voyageurs1, etc.), colonization efforts 

and the first settlements (The Origins of Montreal], and 

military affairs and conflicts with aboriginal peoples (Battle 

of Rivière-des-Prairies, Battle of the Lake of Two Mountains, 

Le Moyne d'lbervilleand the LachineMassacre). Subsequently, 

it does not seem to have had any special focus, but simply 

commemorated several places (Lachine Rapids, Sulpician 

Seminary Gardens, Sulpician Towers and Château Ramezay] 

1 Words in italics refer to entries in the tour section of the guide that provide 
brief historical summaries for each designation. 

15 14 


