




THE CHAMPLAIN MONUMENT 
" AT ORILLIA 

1 ...... ·s1 
THIS BROCHURE is published in response 
to an insistent demand for a history of the 
Monument to Samuel de Champlain unveiled 

....._==---=--' at Orillia on Dominion D ay, 1925. Public in-
__, terest in the monument has as far exceeded the 

highest anticipations of the promoters as the 
praise of its -artistic merit has gone beyond their 
fondest hopes. The Committee feel that the 
monument is attaining the two-fold object which 
prompted its erection: The placing in Huronia 
of a worthy memorial to the great explorer who 
led the advance guard of white civilisation into 
Ontario; and the promotion of good feeling 
between the English and French-speaking people 
of Ontario and Quebec. .... To the further 
development of this spirit of inter-provincial and 

inter-racial goodwill this modest booklet 
is dedicated. 
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SCENE S FRQM 

Champlain and Daronta l, Huron Chief. 
2. Vernon March and Three" Squaws." 
3. Landing of Champlain. 
4 . "Adonwah '' Dance . 
5. Hon. R. Lemieux Delivering Oration. 
6. Ch ief BigCanoe (age 94). Sir William 

Mulock, Vernon March and Ovide 
Sioui, Chief of the Hurons a t Lorette. 

7 . Squaws Tanning Skins . 
8. Milli ng Corn . 
9. Gamblin g with Plum Stones . 

10. H on . Mr. Justice Fabrc-Surveyer 
and Dr. Bedard, represent ing Prov­
ince and City of Quebec. 

11 . Section of the Crowd. 
12. Sir George Foster and Dr. J ohn 

Dearness, of London . 
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The Unveiling Ceremonies 
By Wray R. Patterson, Publicity Secretary 

~~~~T \\'AS an inspiring a nd 2 

fitting celebration tha t on 
Do minio n Day . 1925. com­
memorated the ad,·ent oi 
th e white race into O ntario. 
Concei\'ed o n a large sca le. 
with a fin e appreciatio n of 

tne dramatic possibilities. the un,·eiling cere­
monies were \\'ell worthy o f the epochal 
e,·e nt commem orated and oi the intrepid 
and noble explo rer who was honoured. 

The celebrat ion opened at Couch ic b­
ing Beach Park with the s inging of patriot­
ic song: by a cho rus o[ 500 school cllild re11. 
ma ssecl i11 a spec ia l s tand. Then cam e th e 
his to rical spectacle. \\ 'eeks of patient toil 
o f th e (J rillia \\'om en's Canad ian Club, 
linked with th e directing g enius of :\Jr. R oy 
\!l itc hell, o f T oronto . were crowned with a 
pageant that mus t be p laced in th e front 
rank of his to rical 1·eproductio 11s l:\ e r at­
tempted in Can ada. \\' ith life-like s imili­
tuclc , the coming o f the great explorer was 
re-e11acted. An d nearby o n the gra ssy slope . 
Chief Q ,·ide S ioui a nd three o th er modern 
represen ta ti ,-es o f t he Hu ron race. g uests o i 
Mr. I ~ . \\'. Beatty, President of th e C. P.R., 
together wit h 10.0 00 twentieth century 
cl"·eller · in Huronia . were. in imagi na Lio n. 
ca rried back to Aug us t 17. 16 r5 . 

\\'ith o \·er 250 men. women and child­
ren in the cos t umes of aborig inal t im es, the 
scene lacked nothing in t he picturesqu e. 
There were childre n playing, braves lva i­
ing and gambl ing, and squaw s busy at 
the w ork of th e camp- cooking. g rinding 
corn. tanning skins . or repairing ca noes. 
Sometimes as they "·orked. t he " ·ome n took 
up an ] ndan melody. F rom group to group 
it passed. s trange, rhymthi c. in te nse mu sic , 
crooned in uniso n. 

Suddenly Champla in and his ten 
compa nio ns and lndian escort arri,·e in 
canoes. a nd th e firi ng o [ a s hot creates con­
s ternation among the women and children, 
followed la t er by curious inspection o f their 
s trange Yis ito rs . The Indians w elcome 
their white a llies with the fes tive "Adon­
wah " da nce, in w hi ch the squaws croon 

the thrilling, vilJ ran t m elody, while the 
braves, ha vt ng p lanted t heir ce remonial 
s pears in a circle, dance round t hem in 
s uif, jerky motion . 

Then ca me t he brill.iant oration by the 
.I-Jon. Rodo lphe L emieux, Speaker ol t he 
H ouse of <...,ommo ns, and th e un\'ei ling of 
t11e monument l)y him. Fo llo wing t he cere­
mo ny, :\lr. ( ;eorge H . Clark, chairman of 
tl1e co mmittee, presented to t he Yas t as­
semblage the crea to r of th e memorial, ~ L r. 

\ crnon ~I a rch. 

ln th e even ing the armoury was the 
scene o f a nofa l)le banquet. 'fhere four 
lmndrecl peo ple listened to half a dozen 
speec hes, a ny one of w hich woul<l have 
neen outs ta nding on a ny ordinary oc..:asio n. 
Here 1t is only possibl e to record that i\tlayor 
:\lcL ean pres id ed, and that t he toas t to 
.. O ntario ,. was proposed by t he H o n. Ro­
dolphe L emi eux and respo nded to by the 
Hon. <_;. S . H enry , acting P rime Min ister. 
The toast to Queocc wa s proposed by the 
Rt. H o n. S ir Willia m i\lulock, Chief Jus tice 
of Onta rio, in F re nc h and E 11gl is h, a 11J was 
eloquently responded to by tne H on. ~Ir. 
J us t1.ce 1•z,bre-Su rv eyer, representing the 
Go\'ernrnent of Que l)ec, a nd by Dr. J?. H. 
Bedard . representing the a 11cient city of 
Q uebec ... Ca nada " was proposed by D r. 
::, teph en Leacock, \\·hose summer ho me is 
a t Urilli a, and dre w from Sir George Fos ter 
a mas terly response. The s peeches, like the 
mu sic o f the Hunts,·il le Band in the a fter­
noon, w ere success fully broadcast by remote 
contro l by C. F .C.A., T oro nto. 

Meanwhile, from all the s ur rounding 
di strict cro \\'ds poured in to O rillia by auto­
mobi le; a nd a thro ng es tim ated at 18,000 
g athered in Couchi ch1ng Beach .Park fo r the 
e\'ening program me there. T he fam ous 
.-\ ng lo-Ca nadian Concert Band o[ Hun ts­
,·ille. the leading organi sat ion o f its kind 
in Canad a. again delighted th e vast crowd. 
A n elaborate pyrotec hnic d isplay broug ht to 
a close a n inter-pn)\·i ncial relebra tio n wh ich 
worthily honoured the firs t g rea t Canadian. 
rnd co ntributed, it is hoped. to t he promo tion 
o f natio na l un ity and good-wil l. 



The Stor)) of The Monument 
By C. Harold Hale, Corresponding Secretary 

[;z~~iiiiiliiiii~~ H E Ch a 111 pl a i n !vi o 11u111 en t 
at O rillia had its g enes is 
in the ,·is it o f t he writer 
to St. Jo hn. N ew B runs­
w ick, and Quebec . in the 
summer o f 191 2. There he 
saw the mo nu ments erect­

e<t to commemorate Cha m pla in 's connec­
t ion w ith t hose citi es ; a nd it occ urred to 
the t r aYeller that it \\'ould be a ppropriate 
t ha t O ntario should pay a t ri bu te to th e 
man w hose Yis ion and e nergy firs t broug ht 
representa ti ,·es o f the w hite race into 
O ntario. T he log ical loca tion fo r t he 
memoria l seemed to be O ri llia . the to wn 
neares t to the s ite of Ca hiagu e, the capi ta l 
o f the H u ron nation. 

The id ea was prese nted to the o if icers 
o f the O rillia Can ad ia n C lu b. a ncl the pro­
ject was o ffi cially launched by th at body at 
a meeting held on t he 6th nf Febru a ry. 
19 13. At t ha t meeti ng. at wh ich th e chief 
speakers \\· ere i\fr. J o hn H. Hone. l'res i­
clent o f t he Ca nad ian P ress 1\ ssoc ia t io n. Dr . 
F raser . Pro,· incial A rchi,·ist. a nd :\l r. I. P. 
Do wney , resolu tio ns were passed e nclors­
ing the proposa l. a nd pro ,·is io n was made 
fo r the organisatio n o f a loca l executi,·e 
a nd of a nat io na l a ch ·isory com mit tee. 
Upo n t he latter a score o r mo re o f public 
men in te rested in th e mark ing o f his to rica l 
s ites co nsented to assis t. the l .ieu te na nt­
Go ,·ernor. Sir foh n M. C ihso n. becoming 
pa tro n of th e nio,·ement. 

JJ.a1·ing found that the proposal met 
w ith public faym1r. bo t h nationally a nd lo­
ca lly, th e commit tee next proceeded to tes t 
t he poss ibilities of secu ri ng fun ds for t he 
somew hat ambi t ious undertak ing of a mo n­
um ent to cos t $10.000. T hey were heart­
ened by t he read iness w it h whi ch Si r 
T homas \Vhi te. on beha lf o f the Do m inio n 
Co\'ernment. prom ised $7 . .)00. a nd Sir 
James \\' hitney $1.500 from t he ] ro ,·in­
c ia l Go,·ernment. O ri lli a T own Cou ncil 
,·o ted $ 1.500. S imcoe County Council $ I.OOO. 
while th at pat r io t ic Canad ian , L ord S trath­
co na, agreed to head the priva te li st w ith a 
subsc ripti on of $ r ,ooo. 

Satisfied t ha t t he nece ·sary fu nds 
could be obta in ed , the Com m it tee next 
turned t heir attention to choo ing an ar tist. 
I t was cons id ered a d1·isa ble to in vite com­
petit i,·e designs from culptors in Ca nada , 
Great Brit a in a nd F rance. T he response 
gave e\·id ence th at t he project had excited 
m uch in terest in a rtis tic circles. \\.he n the 
competit ion closed 0 11 th e 20th of A ug ust, 
19 q, no fewe r than twe nty-two mode ls 
had been recei\'ed . o r were o n their w ay . 
O f these s ix came irom F ra nce a nd seven 
from E ngla nd . T he ex ige nc ies o f w ar 
ca used some delay, but ea rly in October, 
i9 q , t<he ·' Ju ry o[ A wa rd" assemb led in 
Orilli a to pass upon t hem. The ju ry w as 
composed of Sir Edmu nd \ \Talker, C hair­
man; ::vi r . William Brymn er , P resident of 
the Royal Canad ian J\ cacl cmy o[ A r ts; Mr . 
Eric Brow n, D irecto r o f t he Na tional A r t 
Ca llery . O tta wa; Dr. 1\ lexa n <ler Fraser. 
Pro,·inc ia l A rc hivist : the l{e \'. Ca no n 
Greene, a nd i\l essrs . F . L . i\ lacl;ache n, a nd 
J . P. D o ,y11ey . A lthoug h some o f the lea<l­
mg F rench sculptors subm itted desig ns, the 
una nimous and almost ins tant choice o f t he 
Ju ry fell upon a model w hi ch. \\' hen th e 
e1welope Yeil ing its a no nimi ty \\'aS opened, 
was fou nci to be t he \\·o rk o f a young E ng­
lish a rt ist , :\fr. \ 'erno n :\ la rch, o f Farn bo r­
ough . Ken t. T h is model. w ith mod ifi ca­
tio ns. of " ·hich t he chief is t ha t t he side 
g roups are in bronze instead of in s to ne . has 
been carri ed out in the mon u me nt now in 
Couc hichi ng Beac h P ar le 

A seco nd pri ze of $300 was awa rded to 
a model submi t ted by Mr. \V . Fleming· 
Baxter. o [ Londo n, Engla nd . Th is model, 
highly com me nded by t he .J ury fo r its a rtis­
t ic feeling, is in the O r ill ia l'ub lic L ibrary. 

The intent io n had bee n to ha ,·e th e 
monument ready fo r llll\'eiling at a cele­
bration to be held in Aug ust . 19 15. to ma rk 
t he t hree hu ndredth ann i,·ersary o f C ha m­
pla in 's a rri ,·al in t he H uron country . Bu t 
the wa r pu t th is e nt irely out o f the ques­
t ion. T he gathering on t he 17th o f August 
in t hat y ea r ( which had been pla nned fo r 
the promotion of peace a nd good " ·ill) was 



The Story of the M onument (Continued ) 

t ran s for m ed into a g reat recru1t1ng rally. 
dt which up\\·arcb of s ixty nf the Ao\\"er of 
O rillia's youth offered their li\·es in t he ser-
1·icc of King a nd ~:ountry . and Ol·er $15.co6 
wa. subscribed as a "birthday present" fo r 
t he purc hase of machine guns . field ki tc he ns . 
and motor a m bula nces. :-\ m odest bro nze 
tablet was placed on the bridge at the !\ar­
rows. record ing the fa ct th at L ha111plai n and 
his Hu ron al lies hacl stopped there lo fish 
on their \\"ay to attack the lroquois. It was 
un\·eil ed by the lJ on. J. L. Deca rie. \l.J>.I' .. 
then Pro \·in cial Secreta ry oi Quebec. now 
.Judge Decarie . o f \lo ntreal. 

:-\s :\Ir. \ l arch \Yas engagd 111 the 
wa r. he was unable to take up \\"Ork ')il 

t he bronzes for the mo nu111 enl until after 
t he signi ng of the a rmis tice. Bu t meanti111~ 
he had been s tu dy ing his subject. \I ea 11-
t1111e. abo. th e cost of bronze ha :! grown 
t remendously . T his difiiculty was so lved 
by a co mpromise, by 11·hich the Committee 
undertook to increase th e contract pnce 
cons id era bly . wh ile \Ir. \l arch and his 
brothers ag reed to complete th e work ior 
111any thousa nds o f do llars !es,; than ib 
present 1·;ilue. The new fina nc ial problem 
thus cast upon the committee was snh ·ed 
by add itiona l grants of $5 .000 frnm the 
Dominion (~o\·ern 111 ent and $2 . .)00 from the 
O ntario Go\·ernmen t. and a grant oi '5.000 
from lhe Go\·ern m ent o f Q u ebec . besides 
smaller Slllll s from o ther S LlU recs. In -
d ueled among the latter \\"ere fre ight re­
bates o f $30::: each irum the Canadian 
:\ation al Raihrn\·s and th e Canadian 
J'>acific Raih\·ay. ' l~he ult imate outlay on the 
who le undertaking has been abo ut $J-J..OOO. 

The lo ng cleiay prm·d a bless ing 1n 
di . g ui se. It no t only enabl ed \Ir. \ larch 
to put yea rs of s t udy a nd maturity o f 
thought into his 1yo rk . but it also m ade it 
po 'Sible to dea l \\·ith leisurely deli bera t io n 
with t he problem o f the pedestal. Thi s 
o rg inall y \1·as to he of Portland stone a nd 
lo come from England . but for reasons of 
economy a nd c01ffen1ence it was decide.I 
lo procure it in Canada. The central featur ~ 
o f the artist's design \\·as a huge unformed 
boulder. \\ hich it \Yas found impracticable 
to procure 1n one piece 1n natu ral granite. 
becau e of its great 11·eight. _\fter much 
t hought a11cl ill\·estigation. the difiicul ty 
wa overcom e by the use of Benedict sto ne. 
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the boulder. thirteen fe et high ai1 d weighing 
for ty-li\·e tons . be ing cast 111 s itu. T he 
pedesta l 1s no t only a beaut iful p iece 111 
\\"Ork. 1d1 ic h has exc ited t he ad mirat ion of 
the most critical, bu t it is harder than natural 
g rani te. and bei ng strongly re- info rced and 
weatherproofed. is expected lo prove just 
:-ts enduring . The contract fo r the ped esta l 
wa s ,.;atisfactori ly executed by th e Canad ian 
Bened ict S ton e Limited .. of \lontreal. 

The na m es of those who ha\·e contribu­
ted to the carryi ng ou t o f this great hi tori­
cal and a rtis tic underta king are a legion . 
and cannot be recorded here. But it would 
not be ill\·idious to mention S ir Ed mu nd 
\\"alker. Cha irman of the I lislorical \ lo nu­
ments Comm ission an ~I l'resiclent of the 
Champlai n Society . whu \\'as t he local 
l·om1111 ttee's un.fa ilmg cou nsello r in times of 
perplexity. and \\'llOSe suund judgment. 
11ig l1 artistic sense. and histori ca l know-
1 e ~1ge both the com m ittee and th e art ist 
freq ue ntly foun d ill\·aluable. 11 i. sudden 
dea th 1n the sp ring o f 192..j.. j usl when the 
cu mpl eti on o f the work was assu red . ca used 
deep regret among his U ril l ia fri e nds. 
( )lhers 11·ho took a particularly acti\·e pa rt in 
carrying the proj ect io fruition were Col. 
.\lexander Fraser. Pro1·incial .\rchi\· ist. 
\\'hose ath·ice at seYeral juncture,.; had a 
marked eiiect o n the character o f the mon u­
m wt: :\l r. F . L. :\lac(;achen. Dr. Stephen 
Leacock . \ i r. Da\·icl \\' il liams. Secre tary of 
the JI uro n Insti tute. the RC\'. Can on 
Creene. \ Ir. J. l'. Do\\'ney. \Ir. 1- 13 . Tud­
hope; \1·ith the l~xec u ti \·e officers . \ I ess rs. 
c;. 11. Cla rk. Chairman : \I. T. \ [u lcahy . 
\ 'ice-Chairman : .J. H. Hende rson. Recording 
Sec retary : C. 1-1 . 11 ale . Correspo nd ing Se::­
retary : .J. C. \l ill er. Financ ial Secre tary . ancl 
..-\. H. Thompson. Treas urer. a nd l\ I r . R. H. 
Sta rr. who supen·isecl t he t ec lrnica l details 
rn nn cc t ed 1\·ith th e pedestal. . \mo ng t he pub­
lic m en \\'ho haYe shown ac ti1·e sym pat hy 
\\"ith the 1110 1· eme nt ha \·e been Sir T hori1as 
\\' hite. Sir Tam es \\.hitney. the Rt. llon. 
\\'. S. Fielding. the lJ o n. E. C. Dru ry . the 
I Ion. L. .\. Tas::hercau and many other,;. 

Such is the sto ry of the Ch amplain mon­
um ent. \\·hich it 1,.; hoped \\'ill stand fo r 
generat io ns as a menwrial lo the great 
explorer 11·ho brought \\·hile ci\·i lisat ion 
inlo O ntario. an d as an e\·idence o f the art 
and enterpri se of the people of this day. 

• I-



The Hon. Mr. Lemieux' s Oration 
we I IA V I·: m et 

tu-clay tu per · 
form a nati L) nal 
outy which 
Clues ho nuu r to 
botl1 the mem­
o ry of .'amucl 
de Champlain 
and to t he 
great l:'roYince 
of U n t a r i o. 
Uri llia, wh ich 
marks a lm ost 
t h e \\·estcrn 
limit u f Cham­
plai n 's numer­
o us ,·oyagcs o i 

The Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux e x pl o rat ion, 
has no l kept 

to herseH alone the halo of this m emo rable 
ceremony. She has in vited the Parliament 
o l Ca nacla to delegate ib Speaker to un veil 
tl1 e rnonument which reAccts so much cred­
it on the talented ar tis t w ho fashioned it. 
1 t is titting and proper that th e natio n at 
large s huu1d thus be assoc iated \\·ith t he 
tercentena ry oi the coming of Champlain 
into the int erior o f t hi s bea u tifu l regio n. 

\\' e ll mig h t it be s::i icl of t he great ex­
plo rer that he was no t only th e 1~ ath c r of 
i\ e\\" France, bu t in a se nse . the father of 
Canada as well. T hat th e present genera­
tio n ful ly r ea li ses the heroism. th e ,·irtues . 
the wisdom of th at mas ter m ind . is e,·iden ­
ced by the many s tatu es erected to hi s 
m emory at Quebec . Ottawa. S t. John. on 
tl1e s hores of Lake Champlai n. and here. at 
O rillia. in the very heart of Ontario. In­
de ed. th e name o f Cha m pl ain belongs no t 
to o ne race only. but to hum anity. 11 is 
fa m e as a cliscO\·erer extends far beyond 
Quebec: it extends a ll o ,·er A m erica. 

\lore than ti1ree centu ri es lrn,·e passed 
a\\'ay s ince Champla in left Quebec tn cu nH.: 
here. Your monument ,.i,·idly reca lls the 
fact that trade adYenture \\·as nn t the onl y 
pursui t oi tha t great pioneer and his co ni ­
pa nio n. H e o ften said that .. th e sah·a tinn 
o f o ne soul is of more ,·alue than the con­
quest o f one's enemy." :\11 hono u r to thns ::: 
Frenchmen who, fo llo \\" ing in hi s foo ts teps . 

li\'ecl and died fo r the cause uf Christianity 
and ci,·i lisatio n. \Ve g lo ry in the fact tha t 
t hey ar e the p ioneers of Canada. They 
planted here a new society in th e principles 
of the pures t re ligion ; tney subo uecl the 
"·iloerncss befo re tl1em: they built temples 
to t he t rue Cod w.here formerly had as­
cended the s m oke of idolatrous sacrifices; 
they bro ke tl1e first sod \\·here no\\" extend 
hel(ls and ga rdens . a nd s t retching o ,·er 
h tl ls a nd ,·a11eys wn ich had ne,·er until then 
been reclaimeo. can no \\" be seen in t he 
au tum n t he \\·anng of golcle11 han·ests. 
l,·r o m the far m s. t 11e facto ries. the \"lllages. 
the cities, t he firesides sca ttered in Ontano 
and Queli ec is rai sed the joyous murmur of 
wea 1 tn-agricu ltu ra I. 111 cl us tria l. comm er -
c ial. 

\\That lesson can we d raw fro m t hi s 
celebrati o n ? lt 11 as been truly saicl 
that men live in the pas t by a knowledge 
of its hi story. aml 111 ll'1e futur e by ho pe 
and anticipa tion. 1f we loo k to our an­
cestors. conrernplat e their exampte. imbibe 
their spirit: if we accom pany t11 em in their 
toils and rejoice in t11eir triumphs . we 
ming le ou1 o"· n exis tence wi th theirs . w e 
11,·e th e li,·es "·h ich tn ey li,·ed. end ure what 
they endured. and partake in th e reward 
\\'htch t hey enioyeo. ,·\ s we arc a llied to 
ou r ances tors so we arc to our pos terity. 
ln a \\"Ord . we are the li,·i ng links between 
th e pas t and the futu re. 

\\' e are assembled here to-day on this 
hi s to ri c spot to reco rd our ho mage not o nly 
to Cha m p]ain but to that ga laxy of pio neers 
who enco u ntered and surmounted obstacles 
of al l kinds and laid the grou nd work of a 
g reat coun try. Lt is well th a t we. the ir 
oescend ants an d bcneticia ri es, s hou lcl record 
our sympathy for t heir s uffer ings. o u r grat­
itude for t heir labours . our admirat ion of 
their ,·irtues . our ,·encrat iun fo r their piety 
- hut abo ,·e al l that we should St >lemnly 
pl edge uurseh ·es tu maintain their tradi­
tio ns and principles. [)i ,·ine l' rm ·iden ce 
has " ·illed it that the descendants o f 
France a nd l·: ng land s'.10u l<l li,·e s ide by 
s ide O\'er the \"ast territory explored by 
Champlain a nd e,·angeliscd by Lalement. 
Bi·cbeu f. .J ogucs. Dnllier de Casson and 



·· -· ::3: E 
'T 

The Hon. Mr. Lemieux' s O ration (Continued) 

o thers . The fortunes o f \Ya r made of Brit­
a 111 the do minating po\\·er 1n Canada . 
French and l ~ nglish haH their r especti,·e 
qu alit ies and fai lings-but it 1s no va in 
boast to say that they belo ng to the 111 0 ·t 
liber a l and enlightened nati,1n s 111 th e 
\\'Ori el . t he t\\'O natio ns wh ich , fro m lime 
i111111 e111o ri a l. ha,·e been 1n the vanguard 
of ci\' ilisatio n . '\To o ne among·st my Eng­
lish- speaking friend s here would deny to 
France the respect a nd admirat io n to wh ich 
s he 1 entitled. A ll recogni se the brilliance 
o f her lite rature. the unequall ed gifts s he 
has fo r th e diffus io n o f ideas and ideals . 
the s timulus s he has gl\·en to intellectual 
acti,·ity a nd the po \\·er s he has s how n o f 
de,·e lo ping and r efi ning taste. 

i\ nd I. descendant o f F rance. a m proud 
to procla im how o ld England has spread 
ci,· ili satio n with unequa lled s peed and un­
s urpa. sed e 11ergy o \·er th e ,· ast s paces o f 
th is contin ent: m ost o f all how s he has de­
,·elopecl a nd worked out a system o f free 
in stitu t ions . th u s reconciling anim osit ies 
w hi ch at o ne time seemed deadl y . and cre­
ating out of those " ·ho ha\' e bee n hitter 
foes a uni ted people. 

:\Jay th e e\·ent of to-day be an ins pira­
tion to the rising generati on. L e t them 
treasu re 1n t he ir hearts and m emo ries the 
sentim ents which are symbo lised. 1\nd let 
us resol\'e that m th is country . made im­
mortal by t he journey of C ha mplai n and 
a lso by the ma r tyrdo m o f the Jesuit 'fath­
e rs . three hundred years ago. e,·ery man 
shall rema in free to ,,·orsh ip Cod accord­
ing to t he dictates o f his co nscience. an d to 
speak freely the lan gu age of his fore­
fathers. 

In these days o f threatened r evolutio n. 
let us stri,·e to assert liberty w ithout li ­
ce nce. lo maintain autho rity w ithout des­
potism. L et us ne,·er despai r o f the future 
o f Ca nada. If there is o ne chie f character is­
tic of Cha m plain. it 1s his unbounded faith 
- faith in an eterna l Di,·inity wh ich s hane.; 
the destinies o f m en and nation s alike: 
faith 1n the bo undless r esources of th is 

E 

cou n t ry; fa ith 111 t he ultimate reward 
\\·hich the to ils and trials of the pio neers 
\\·ould b ring to coming generat ions. 

~ir . if it be t rue tha t it is gi,·en to nob le 
a nd pu r e sou ls to sca n the dista nt future 
at that s upreme mo m ent w hen they pass to 
the great beyond. w hat a co nsoling ,· is io n 
fo r Samuel de Champlain. w hen amidst 
the s weet murmurs o f the Ch ris tmas car ­
ols. he breathed h is las t on the 25th o f 
December. 1635. in the o ld castl e at Q uebec! 

If he sa\\' , emerging fro m the colo ny . the 
u nceas1 ng tide o f miss io naries. explo rers . 
cou reu rs-<le-bo is. i 11 \'ad i ng· t he \\'i ldernes-; . 
planting a cross there. staking the stra­
tegic po ints \\·here late1- 0 11 great c ities 
" ·ere to flourish: if he saw lhe111 lea\' ing 
the ridges of th.e eastern h ills and o pe 11 111g 
th e march through those reac hes of the 
co ntin ent where l ay the u n trodden pa th s 
o f the far west: if he saw t he gallant sol­
d iers o f two r ival nati o ns engaged in a lo ng· 
wa r. each inten t upo n securing· a las tin g­
dom inio n o ,·er th e dest inies o f the ort11 

1\m erica 11 contine nt: if he saw St. C eorge's 
ban ner replace. after a mi g·hty strnggle. the 
fl cur-de-lys o n th e c itade l. yet bea ring Ill 

it s fo lds those principl es o f justice and 
freedom \\·hich. 1n a country hred 111 la w 
and o rdered g0Yern111e 11 t. can be in voked by 
a ll races and beliefs : if he saw the umon 
o f t hose iso lated pro,·in ces cons u mm ated by 
the gen ius of sta tesme n belonging to both 
ra ces: if he sa\\' those races now ,· yi ng w ith 
eac h o th er to m ake of Ca nada a g-rea t 
compound nation . whe re the stead iest ha b­
its an d sobe red t houghts of each promote 
a nd a(l\·an ce the cause o f ha r mony and c1\·­
ilisa tio n: th en. m ay we not fondly ho pe 
that Champlain appea red befo re hi s c rea­
to r as a supplian t that Canadians might 
fo r e,·er enj oy th e bless ings of good go ,·­
ernment a nd rel igious liberty, tha t they 
might pa rtake the t rea sures of science a nd 
de lights of learning a nd . abo,·e a ll. preserve 
that Ch ristian faith o f t heir ance to rs who 
had journeyed by its light and laboured 111 

its hope 1 

trl 



~~~~:;i ~ IC'HJ:\ i\L\ RC 1-1 , the design er and 
scu 1 ptnrof the Ch a 111plai11 111o nu111e11 l. 
i" the youngest of a family o f seven 
brothers and one sister . al l unm ar­

~~~~~ ried . who ha\·e devoted thei r lives to 
art. They li\·e in a beautiful o ld English ho me 
at Farnborough . in Kent. r\mong them they 
ca r ry out a ll the work of creating a m on um em. 
from the first design to the ultimate bronze. 
The Champlain monument was :VI r. , . ernon 
\larch's first hig commission . hut :-. ince then he 
has designed a number of war m em orials. in­
cl udin g the nalion~l South .-\frican \\·ar memor­
ial fo r Capet0\\"11. The \\·ar m cm >rial placed 
outside the Parliament Buildings. al \'ictori a. 
British Columia. is a tine example oi the \\·o rk 
of :\Lr. Sydney March. The South .\[rican war 
memorial to the Inni skilling Fusiliers . erected 
al Omagh. Ireland. in 1906. was the first atn·· 
b itious piec e of sculpture attempted by the 

:\<l a rches. hut since then equestrian statues uf 
Lord K itchen er. for Calcutta and Kha rtum. ( hy 
1\lr. Sydney ~vla rc h) busts of Queen Alexan dra. 
King l ~ d ward. King Ceorge. Q ueen Mary . 
Ceci l Rhodes (for Buluwayo). Sir 1:.dmund 
Walker. Sir \Vilfri <l L aurier and many o ther 
i 11 ustrious people ha \·e been clone. 

The Champlain :'d onument at O rillia. 
which has been acclaimed as one of the finest 
examples o f bronze statua ry in ex istence. has 
drawn the attentio n of the world to th is re­
markable famil y . and there is 110 doubt that the 
nam e of :\larch \\·ill line! an enduri ng place in 
the real m of art. 

T he engra\·ings show t he .\larch iarnily. 
Ivir. Yernon :\larch. and " C oclden<lene ." the 
family horn~ at Farnborough. Mr. Sydney 
:\larch. who accompanied his brother to Orillia 
to set up the monumen t . is in t he centre. be­
hind Miss E lsie March. 

! , 



An Appreciation of the Monument 
Charles E. Fortier m " The Blue Bell " 

fi~~~~~OUCH 1C1 I I NG Beach Park, 
0 r i 11 i a. th e ;; ite of th e 
Champlain :\Ionument , is 
a spo t which is noted fa r 
and near fo r its natura l 

, beauty . Seen from Lake 
Couchi chi ng t he shore li ne 

at this poin t is beautifully CLtr\·ed a nd just 
at the bend. back abou t s ix ty yard s from the 
ll'ater's edge. s tands the monumen t . 

A gentle. g rassy slope leads up lo th e 
s ix broad s teps on each of th e fo ur s ides 
o f the mounted. S urm ounting th e base is 
a huge boulder. U ne1·en o f su rface. with 
round ed corners and top. it is s trikingl y 
effect i,·e as a backgrou nd fo r t he g roups 
on either s ide. Th is bould er a'.one has a 
weig ht o f forty-fi ,-e tons . th e s tone wm·k 
as a whole. inclu di ng the thi rty feet square 
base. weigh ing o,·er one hu ndred tons. 

A top o f this boulder. looking out to­
wa rd the Na rrows th rough which the grea t 
ex plore1· sailed w ith his I ndia n ll' ar riors. 
s tands th e hero ic fi g ure of Cha m plain . It 
is tweh·e feet in height. yet the effect is th e 
sa me as that gi,·en by the his to rian s' w ord 
p ictu res of the soldier-explorer. H e is 
s hown as a ra t he r s hort. solid ly buil t man 
w ith a s hor t neck. th e cleanly cut. fine 
fea tures of the face indicati,·e of the q11al­
ity o f t he blood " ·hich ran in the ,-eins of 
the Cham plains. Though strength. ,-iril ity 
a nd pride are all clea rl y written th ere. the 
expressio n of the fa ce is pens i,·e . wonder­
ful ly human. Fl e is show n in a ll th e 
s plendours o f the cou rt dress of hi day. 
w ith cloak. long boots and spur . his sword 
at his s ide. plumed hat in han d. The pose 
is an easy. natural one. and a sense of 
lig htness is imparted by th e cloak. which 
is blow n back a little. as though by o i1e o f 
t he lake's ,·agrant breezes. 

O n eith er s ide o f t he boul der are the 
grou ps represe nting Ch ris tianity a nd Com­
merce. the two essentia ls o i t he ciYili zation 
ll'hich the exolorcr brought with him to the 
ne11· la nd. Christianity \\'as first preached 
to the red ma n in th is co rner of t he " ·o rld 
by t he intrepid Father le Caron. whose 

comi ng preceded that o f Champ lain by onl y 
a few clays. It is th erefore 0 111)' fittino- tha"t 

. 1 b the rig 1t hand group shows a robed pri es t 
with uplifted cross in one hand . a nd open 
bre,·iary in the o th er. while a t his feet arc 
seated t\\·o sta lwart filtlian bra,·es into 
whose ea rs the s to ry of th e Gospel is being 
poured . l n t he face of th e pries t is a ll the 
bene \'!1lence and t he z:;a l 11·i th wh ic h th o-;~ 
early teac hers 11·ere fired. a n ti in t hose o f 
the lis teners o ne reads the struggl e of min d 
which preceded the accepta nce o f the message. 
l n a wonde rful way the a r t is t has contras ted 
the <cstheti c fo rce of th e cu ltured mi ssio ner 
wi th the bru te po"·er of the sa,·age. 

Du ri ng hi s winters in the d is t rict Cham­
plain t ra,·el led th rough the tow ns of the 
H u ron s and t heir neighbours. the T obacco 
!'Jation. winn ing t heir fri end hip . and urg­
ing t hem to a ttend th e yea rl y trade at Ylon­
treal. 1-1 ence. the le ft hand g r()up cl -;: picts the 
coming- of Commerce . a nd here is shown 
the cou rcur-de-bois. s ta nding barteri ng with 
t wo I ndia ns at his feet. Herc again con­
trast is used with s trong effect. the s.harp­
ness of the t rader a s opposed to the mr.rc 
s luggish in tellec t of t he sa,·age. Though per­
fec tion of detail is eYid en t e,·erywhere, it is 
perha ps most no ticeable in this group. T he 
coureur-d e-bo is is a mas terpi ece. F lin t-lock 
musket . pO\Hler horn and pouches. fu r cap . 
pelts. e,·en the paltry necklaces with \\'hich 
he bartered are a ll reproduced 11·ith a n 
exactness which represe nts the most pai ns­
ta king care and skil l on t he part of th e 
a rti st. The tomahawk which res ts on the 
knees o f one o f the Indians is an exact re­
production of the o ne wh ich lies in the Brit­
ish ":\ [useum. a nd w hich was loa nc:.I to t he 
:. larch brothers for this "·o rk. The sk in s on 
w hi ch t he I nd ia ns are seated are copies in 
bronze of real bear skins as are also the fox 
pelts on the arm o f the trader. and th e ro ll 
of hca ,·er pelts at l:i s s ide. 

T he lndia n fig ures in both g roups a re 
11·el l worth c lose scru ti n_v. ! ~ ,·c ry muscle . 
e,·ery cord . Yein and 11-rinkle is ca refull v de­
picted. and the racial characteristics of t he 
fea tures man·ellous ly deHloped. 



Champlain's C areer 
A~IU EL DE C H A ~l PLA T:\ \\'as born 
at Brouage. France. in 1570. H e be­
gan life as a soldie r. His first voyage 
over~ ea s was made in 159\J, when he 
ic ined a Spanish expedition to th e 
\!\lest I ndies, during which he vis ited 

Ill ex ico a nd P:lllama. a nd fi rst pro posed a canal 
across tl1e Is thmus. H e came to Canada in 1603. 
as lieutenant to the V iceroy. From JC.04 to 1607 
he was in Acadia, with de ~ l onls . Quebec was 
founded by him in 1608, and 1\fontreal in 1611. Tn 
1G09 he made his fi rst expedition t o Lake Cham­
plain, against the Iroouois. His deepest thrust into 
the con tinent \\'as made in 161 5. when he vis ited hi s 
a llies. the Hurons. and joined t hem in an attack on 
th eir enemies. th e I roouuis . This c-:: pedition 
marked the open ing up to c ivili sat ion of wh at is 
now the .Province of Ontari o. T he r emaind er of hi ' 
life was p. iven to th~ 0 e rvice or Canada. and he spent 
the greater parr of hi« time in the colony. with fre­
ruent visi ts to F rance in it<; hehalf. H e crossed the 
Atlantic no fe\\'er than t\venty tim es on these mis­
~ion s. It was la rg-elv due to his exertions that 
Ca nada was rcstrred to Fr:!nce in 1632. ~ft er the 
capture of Q uel'er by S ir D avid Kirke in 162'1. 
Chamola in re'urned to Canada as Gove rn or in 16:-l:J . 
and died al 0 11e ''ec on Chri stma ' Day. 16:15. hrJ11-
oured a nd l'Plnvrd. H e w;• s married on D ecembe r 
30. 1610. to H elen Boull c. \\'ho :tt t he tim e was onl v 
twelve yea rs •)f ;tile. anrl d;d 11 0t jo in him i'I 
Canada t ill Jfl20. She rem<lined in the country on lv 
four yea rs. S011'r vears ;1fte1· his de~th. <he en tered 
a conven l. <in rl died on Dcrl'111 he r 20. lG.i-l. al th<' 
age of 56. They had no chi ldreu. 

A Tribute -to Champlain 
The Hev. E . F . Slafte r, in hi s I ntroduction lo 

"Voyages of Samuel de Champla in." 

HE explorat ions made by Champla in 
early a nd late, the organi sa tion a nd 
planting of hi s colonies, th e res is tance 
of avaricious corporations, the holdin g 
of numerous savage tribes in friend ly 
a lliance, the daily adm inistrat ion of the 

a ffair s of t he colony, o f the savages, a nd of t he 
corpo ration in France, to t he eminent sat·isfae tion 
of a ll gene"OU< and noble-m ind ed patrons. and this 
fo r a period of more than thirty yea rs, a re proof of 
an ext raordinary combinatic n of menta l and mora l 
oualities. \ Vithout impulsiveness. his warm aud 
t'ender sympathies imparted to him an unusua l pow­
er and iufluence over other men. He was wise. 
modest and j udicious in counci l, prompt. vigorous 
and prac ti cal in ad minist ra tion, si mple and frugal 
in hi s m ode o f life. per sist..' lll and un y ielding in th e 
execution of his plans, hra1·c and va lia ut in da nge r. 
unselfi sh, h on c~t a nd conscientious in th e discharge 
of duty. These oualitics. rare in combination. 
\\'ere ah··ays conspicuous in Champlain. and just ly 
entit le him to the respect and admiration of man­
kind. 

C hronology of Champlain's V isit 

to O ntario in 1615-16 

A PHI J. 2~ . 1 61.~-Sails from H on fl eur, F rance. 
:.\1A i: 2.)- Lands at Tadousac . 
Jt·;q; 2~-Firs t 1nass s in ce Cartie r 's t ime 

said in Province of Quebec by Father 
,lam et at Rivie re des Prairies. Cham­
pla in be ing present. 

Jrr.i: I-Father J oseph Le Carou, with 12 
Frenchmen. >els out \\'ith the Tndians 
fo r t he TT uror1 -:ountry . 

Jn.Y 9-lhamplain follo\\'s . \\'ith Et ienne 
Brule (l'i' iutcrprctcr), ouc 1'rcnchman 
and ten Ind iaus. 

J l' J.Y 20- Fir~t see• " i\I er Douce,'' the 
Fresh \V;itcr Se:t of the Hurons. 

Auo. 1-Chamnl:iin hnds at Thunder Bay. 
nea1· renetangui£hene. 

AL'G. 12- First mass said in Ontario by 
Fatb Pr Le Car011. at larh;irrou'i-i. 

AL·o ~ t7-Ch;1111plai11 a rri,·cs at Cahiaguc. 
" th e princinal vill~rre of the country. 
wh e-e a rc 2'l prc:tv la rve cabins ' '-csti111-
ated to conta in :?.ooo s0uls. "Tt was r it­
uatecl." says Dionne." " n ear the Lake 
Ouentaron. now T akc Simcoe. a t t he 11 n r­
thern extrem ity. nea r the town of Ori lli a ." 

SViPT. 1- Ch:1mplain sets c ut with the Hur­
ons on the expediti0n against the lro­
ouo is. A 0 top w:is made at the :\arr0ws 
to fi<il. After •kirti ng Take Simcoe. they 
portaged t" B, J<;i 111 L ake. aud. wc1;1 
down the Trent \\'ale rway. 

O CT 10- A rrival al first l roo uo is 
Cha mplain wo unded in the attack. 
fai led because th~ Indians refused 
on h i' adv ice. 

town. 
which 
to act 

O CT. JO-Hurons heg in their ret1·eat . 
OcT. 18- Hurons ri:~ch Lake Ontario. hu t 

refuse Chamolain the promised guides 
hack to Quebec. 

DF:c. 2:1.-Champ la in and party reach Ca­
hiag ue, where he becomes the guest of 
Daronta l. t he ch ief of t he Are nda rrhon­
ans, or Tribe de la Hoche . 

J AN. H. 1\il 6- Champlain se ts out to vis it 
the Tobacco Nat ion (Petuns) a nd oth er 
tr ibes in \l\1est Simcoe and the th e coun­
t ies o f Grey, Bruce and Dufferin . He i> 
recalled to Cahiague to sett le a ouarrel 
bet\\'ecn the Algonouins and the Hurons, 
over a n Iroq uois prisoner. H e holds a 
g reat trial. a nd finally set tles the dispute 
satisfactorily. 

~VIAY 20-A fte r spen ding the remainder of 
t he w in ter al Ca hiaguc. Cham plain sets 
out on the , return journey, hi s host ' 
accompa nying him. 

J t'LY 11-Champlain arrives at Quebec. 
A t·c . 3-Sails for France. 
SEJPT. 10-A rrives at Honfleur. 


