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During World War 1l the Canadian government forcedly removed to inland areas nearly 22,000 persons
of Japanese ancestry living within 100 miles of the West Coast. Some 75 percent of the internees were
Canadian citizens. Although the term “internment” is no longer widely used in the United States (US Na -
tional Park Service 2021), in Canada it is the accepted term for the incarceration of Canadians with Japa
nese ancestry during and after World War 11.

The British Columbia Security Commission (BCSC) was created on March 4, 1942, to oversee the forced
removal and the con scation of all the internees’ property. Men were the rst to be removed and were
sent to highway work camps. Those that resisted were sent to Prisoner of War camps in Ontario. Japa
nese-owned shing boats, cars, and other property were sold to help nance the internment.

Many of the Canadians of Japanese ancestry spent weeks at the Hastings Park exhibition grounds while
inland con nement facilities were being readied. These facilities included repurposed “ghost” towns, pur -
pose-built internment camps, self-supporting projects, and highway work camps (Figures 1 and 2). About
3,500 Japanese Canadians opted to sign contracts to work on sugar beet farms outside British Columbia.

Those who had been exiled from the West Coast could not return until 1949. Until that time, the Japanese
Canadians were told to “go east or go home,” meaning they could resettle east of the Canadian Rocky
Mountains or go to Japan, which many had never seen. In most cases, their homes on the West Coast had
been sold by the government to defray the costs of the mass internment.

In 1988, Canadian Prime Minister Mulroney acknowledged the Canadian government’s wrongful treat -
ment of the Nikkei and reached a redress settlement with the Japanese Canadian community.

This report describes 25 of the World War 1l Japanese Canadian internment sites, all located in British
Columbia. Field visits were funded by a National Park Foundation Albright-Wirth Employee Develop -
ment Grant.

CLEARING STATION
Over 8,000 people passed through the Hastings Park Clearing Station between March 16 and September
30, 1942. The peak population was 3,866. The only clearing station on the West Coast, Hastings Park was
equivalent to what were called “Assembly Centers” in the United States.

Hastings Park Clearing Station (Figures 3-22)

The Canadian government used many of the existing buildings at the Paci ¢ National Exhibition
Grounds in East Vancouver to detain Japanese Canadians prior to sending them to other facilities in the
interior of British Columbia.

Livestock buildings were used to house women and children. Other buildings were used for men’s and
boys’ dormitories, kitchens, dining rooms, and classrooms. There was also a 105-bed hospital, mostly for
tuberculosis (TB) patients. Impounded vehicles were stored on the in eld of the race track. Approximate -
ly 100 tuberculosis patients remained at Hastings Park until the sanitarium at New Denver was completed
in 1943.



Today four historic buildings that were used during World War 11 for the internment remain. All four
buildings are well-maintained and have their World War Il appearance.

The Livestock Building, built between 1929 and 1939, is a large, single-story concrete and steel truss ex
hibition building with Art Moderne stylistic details. The Livestock Building was used as the women’s and
children’s dormitory and as a hospital and clinic. It housed more than 3,100 people. The Japanese Cana
dian internment is commemorated in a marker on the building near its main north side entrance, and in
two interpretive waysides near other entrances.

The Rollerland building, built in 1931 in the Art Deco style, was originally the Pure Food Building. For
the interned Japanese Canadians, it served as a dormitory for boys (ages 13-18) and as a wash house for
everyone. There is now an interpretive wayside sign at its east entrance.

The Forum, also in the Art Deco style, was built in 1933. It was originally the Automotive and Ice Rink
Building. Over 1,200 men and boys over 18 were housed in this building in a sea of bunk beds. There is an
interpretive wayside on the south side of the building, between it and the Garden Auditorium.

The Garden Auditorium was built in 1939-1940 in the Streamlined Art Moderne style. It was originally

the Education Building. During the internment it was primarily used for education programs. Students
received lectures while sitting on the bleachers in the sports arena and there were high school classrooms
set up in the rafters. Information on this building’s World War Il internment history is included on the in -
terpretive wayside at the Forum.

To the east of the Forum and Garden Auditorium is the Momiji Garden (Maple Leaf Garden), created in
1993 to commemorate Japanese Canadian Redress. At the garden entrance there are several commemo
rative markers, including one placed by the Historic Site and Monuments Board of Canada. The garden
includes a large pond with a waterfall, a ramada, and walking paths.

In December 2024 the Vancouver City Council approved an interpretive center within the Livestock
Building to be funded and built by the Japanese Canadian Hastings Park Interpretive Centre Society.

REPURPOSED TOWNS
Five of the internment sites were repurposed towns. Sometimes called “ghost towns,” these towns were
not abandoned, but had declined in population so that many vacant buildings were available to house the
exiled Japanese Canadians. However, typically two families shared a room and kitchens and bathrooms
were communal.

Greenwood Repurposed Town (Figures 23-34)

Greenwood was the rst town in British Columbia to accept the exiled Japanese Canadians. Once a pros
perous mining town with over 3,000 people, by the start of World War Il it had fewer than 400 residents.
The Franciscan Sisters and Friars promised to be responsible for both the welfare of the Japanese Cana
dians and the safety of the community. Most, if not all, of the internees who came to Greenwood were
Catholic. Families moved into empty hotels, houses, and commercial buildings. Over 1,200 Japanese Ga
nadians, including twelve veterans of World War I, were housed in Greenwood. A few families eventually
moved to the nearby town of Midway attracted by employment opportunities there.

The Greenwood Museum has an exhibit about the internment. Many historic buildings remain in town,
some of which have historic markers, including the church used by the Japanese Canadians. A park lo
cated on the outskirts of downtown was renamed Ohairi Park in 1998 to commemorate the internment.
Chuck Tasaka, a Sansei and former resident of Greenwood, spearheaded the Nikkei Legacy Park Resto
ration Project, and Nikkei Legacy Park is the current name. It includes a ramada, exhibits, and a camp
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ground. Mr. Tasaka, working with Japanese gardeners from Vancouver, is currently creating a Japanese
garden at the park. There is no known on-site interpretation at Midway.

Kaslo Repurposed Town (Figures35-46)

Located on the west shore of Kootenay Lake in southeastern British Columbia, Kaslo was the second
“ghost town” where Japanese Canadians were relocated. A prosperous mining, logging, and shipping
town at the beginning of the twentieth century, the town’s population declined after World War 1. Fifty-

two abandoned buildings and 30 acres for a garden were leased. About 1,200 Japanese Canadians were
interned at Kaslo, most of whom arrived via ferry.

The Japanese Canadian internment is described in a roadside exhibit at the south entrance to the town.
Many historic buildings remain in the town including a few with historic markers detailing their World

War Il internment history. The reconstructed Kaslo Hotel on Front Street includes exterior panels telling

the history: it had been abandoned by the beginning of World War Il and acquired by the village govern -
ment for non-payment of taxes. During the war up to 200 Japanese Canadians were housed in the derelict
hotel. Since then, the hotel was razed and completely rebuilt but resembles its original historic form.

The Japanese Canadian Internment Museum at the Langham Cultural Centre tells the story of the intern-
ment. The Langham Hotel was built in 1896 during the mining boom of 1897-1898. The top two oors
were used as a rooming house, the lower oor for o ces and a bar. During WW I, it housed Japanese
Canadian families (78 residents). In the 1970’s the building was abandoned but was rescued from destruc
tion and renovated to become the Langham Cultural Centre. Its two art galleries and the Japanese Ca
nadian Museum upstairs are open to the public. The Museum opened in 1993 and has an extensive self-
guided display of archival material and a room furnished as it might have been when Japanese Canadian
families were interned there. At the back of the Cultural Center there is a recently built Japanese garden.

New Denver Repurposed Town (Figures 47-79)

New Denver was the center of four small internment camps, and the BCSC’s administrative headquarters
was at the Bank of Montreal Building in downtown New Denver, now the Silvery Slocan Museum. Rela -
tively few existing buildings were available, so the internees had to construct their own housing. A skat-
ing rink was used for the rst arrivals; it included a carpenter shop where prefabricated components of
shacks were made.

At Orchard Camp, located in a eld south of New Denver, the internees built 275 tarpaper shacks, which
housed up to 1,600 Japanese Canadians. The internees also built a large sanatorium building for internees
with tuberculosis. When the other internment sites were dismantled or evacuated after the war, Orchard
Camp remained, operated by the BCSC until 1957. New Denver functioned as a holding area for interrn-
ees sent from closed camps. Sanitorium patients and their families were allowed to remain in the Orchard
shacks. In 1960, the Provincial Government deeded the homes and lots to the Japanese Canadian resi
dents who had remained in New Denver after the forced internment ended.

At the 60-acre Harris Ranch, located 1.5 miles south of New Denver, the internees built 23 shacks and a
bath house (called “Far Field”) and an old ranch house was used as the “Old Bachelors’ Home,” housing
50 elderly men. The families at Harris Ranch cultivated 27 acres of gardens. Behind the Old Bachelors’
Home, they built ornamental western and Japanese gardens.

Nelson Ranch was a small 2-acre site where a barn was converted into a men’s dormitory. Located just
northeast of New Denver, the internees could access the town’s schools and shops.

Thring’s Ranch is identi ed as an internment camp near New Denver in the Nikkei Interment Memorial
Centre in New Denver, but no additional information was found on the site.
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At a roadside pullout in New Denver there is an interpretive panel detailing the New Denver camps and
another panel highlighting historic sites and buildings that can be seen.

The Nikkei Internment Centre (established in 1994) is located in the former Orchard Camp and includes
an in-place historic building and three relocated shacks, as well as a modern building and a modern Japa
nese garden. It was designated a National Historic site in 2007.

The in-place historic building is Kyowakai Hall, built in 1943 and used as the social, political, and cultural
center for the Japanese Canadians in the New Denver community. Today it houses exhibits about the
internment, including a temple and a tent similar to those used to house the internees before the shacks
were built.

Of the three relocated shacks, one is used as the visitor center, one is set up to appear as it would have
looked from 1942 through1945, and one is set up to look as the housing was used from 1945 to 1957.
The center also includes a replica outhouse, a vegetable garden, and a replica of the Peace Arch rst built
in 1940s. The modern building is Centennial Hall, built in 1977 and not open to the public. Heiwa Teien
(Peace Garden), a Japanese dry garden, weaves around the buildings.

Also in the former Orchard Camp area is Centennial Park, which includes a public campground, recre-
ation facilities, and the Kohan Re ection Garden, a Japanese-style garden built in 1989 to honor the Japa
nese Canadians interned during and after World War II.

The Sanatorium building built by internees remains and is used as part of a hospital. Some of the small
houses within the Orchard Camp area were likely constructed for the World War 1l internment, and have
since been modernized. Within New Denver proper there are many historic buildings, including the
BCSC Headquarters, churches, and other buildings related to the internment.

The Harris Ranch site is a mostly open area, with some likely historic buildings. The old men’s home is
still there. The site of the shacks and bath house is an open eld. There is no on-site interpretation. Nel-
son Ranch and Thring’s Ranch were not visited.

Sandan Repurposed Town (Figures 80-85)

In 1942 Sandan was a mostly abandoned mining town with a population of 20. About 55 buildings were
built or renovated to house 933 mostly elderly internees. Thirteen acres were used for growing vegetables.
Work opportunities were limited.

Several historic buildings remain, including one that houses the Sandan History Museum. The museum
has artifacts and a small exhibit about the internment. The building was used to house Japanese Cana
dians and has a historic marker with that information. The roadside panel at New Denver also includes

information about Sandan.

Slocan City Repurposed Town (Figures 86-96)

Slocan City, located near the southern end of Slocan Lake, had over 1500 residents when the town was
incorporated in 1901, but by 1941, only 177 people remained. By the end of 1942, 595 Japanese Canadi
ans had moved into the town’s abandoned hotels, buildings, and houses.

Three stops on the Slocan City’s historic walking tour refer to the internment. First, the IOOF building,
rst used for housing and later as a community center, is still standing. Internment-era gra ti and the
building’s connection to the Japanese Canadian internment is explained in an interpretive sign on the
side of the building. Second, the Slocan Buddhist Mission Society built a memorial at the city cemetery.
An interpretive sign there explains that the memorial has been restored and is being maintained. Third,
the internment is mentioned on an interpretive sign on Main Street at Lake Avenue, at the waterfront.
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Japanese-Canadian author Joy Kogawa’s childhood home during the internment period still remains, but
it is unmarked.

INTERNMENT CAMPS
Three internment camps were established south of Slocan City: Bay Farm, Popo, and Lemon Creek.
Internment camps were also built at Rosebury, about 3 miles north of New Denver, and at Tashme in the
Sunshine Valley 80 miles east of Vancouver (within the exclusion zone). Bay Farm, Popo, and Lemon
Creek are described on the roadside interpretive sign at Slocan City. Rosebery is included in the roadside
panel at New Denver. Tashme has its own roadside interpretive panel.

Bay Farm Internment Camp (Figures 97-99)

Located just south of Slocan City, Bay Farm housed 1,376 internees. They were rst housed in World War
I-era tents, until the internees built their own shacks, each of which housed two families. There was no
indoor plumbing. The area is now scattered homes, and the former railroad grade adjacent to the camp is
now a bike path. There is no on-site interpretation.

Lemon Creek Internment Camp (Figures 100-109)

Built on leased land, the Lemon Creek Internment Camp housed 1,851 Japanese Canadians. The camp
included a church, a Buddhist temple, and three stores. There is a wayside exhibit along a bicycle trail
(Slocan Valley Rail Trail, a former railroad grade) overlooking the camp site, most of which is today a large
open eld. There is a small private campground and residences to the north. Residents report that all of
the topsoil was removed from the open eld and sold to farmers, but in the forested areas surrounding

the eld there are the ruins of a Japanese garden, rock alignments, rock steps, and other remains. Neigh
bors have found historic artifacts, including Japanese ceramics, while gardening.

Tashme Internment Camp (Figures 110-128)

Tashme was the largest of the internment camps, and the last built. Located 14 miles southeast of Hope
on a livestock and dairy farm, it housed 2,636 people. First it was used for families of men working on the
highway, then in 1945 the camp became a collection place for those being repatriated to Japan.

Existing farm buildings for a depression-era relief camp were repurposed, and the rest of the housing

was built by internees. It included 347 small shacks along 10 north-south roads. A large barn was used for
38 apartments on two oors, with a communal kitchen on each oor. A sheep barn was used as a single
men'’s living quarters. The camp included four bath houses, a store, BCSC o ces, a warehouse, and gar
dens. Nearby were a Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) compound, a post o ce, a power plant, a
bakery, a butcher shop, a mess hall, and a hospital.

The Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum is located in the original Tashme butcher shop. Next to the mu-
seum are replica shacks, outdoor exhibits, and a memorial garden. Exhibits showcase artifacts and phe
tographs and a video is shown in its 25-seat theatre room. There is also a historic marker at the highway
entrance to the settlement.

The area of the 347 shacks is now an open eld with a developed campground. The barn that was used
for apartments and an attached building that was used as an old men’s home are now the Sunshine Valley
Community Centre. A stable, silos, and the miso/soy factory are still present.

Popo Internment Camp (Figures 129 and 130)

Popo Internment Camp, created on the leased Popo family farm, housed nearly 1,000 Japanese Ca
nadians. The interpretive sign at Slocan City explains that it functioned as an initial holding ground for
internees newly arriving from the coast. First housed in tents surrounded by snow, the internees eventu-
ally built small family shacks, large dormitories, and a school. The area now is a large open eld. There is
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a wayside exhibit along the Slocan Valley Rail Trail (the former railroad grade) west of the camp site, most
of which is today a large open eld. Reportedly, there is some butterbur (fuki) on the north side of the
property remaining from an internment camp garden.

Rosebery Internment Camp (Figures 131-133)

North of New Denver, 365 Japanese Canadians (including 100 children), lived at Rosebery. Most of the
adults were Japanese nationals. The internment camp site is located on private property and Rosebery
Parklands. Now the area has scattered homes. The Nakusp and Slocan Railroad is now a bike path (Ga
lena Trail). There is no on-site interpretation.

SELF-SUPPORTING PROJECTS
Some 3,000 more-a uent Japanese Canadians were permitted to leave the coast in groups and settle in
so-called “self-supporting projects” at their own expense.

Christina Lake Self-Supporting Project (Figures 134 and 135)

The Alpine Inn at Christina Lake was used to house Japanese families interned away from the coast for
the duration of World War II. Christina Lake housed 109 internees; the internees worked in logging and
at a shingle mill. One family built shing boats, as they had done before exile, and shipped the boats to
the coast via rail. There is no known on-site interpretation. The Alpine Inn burned down in 1951. Parts

of the old sidewalk still exist across the street from the modern Sun ower Inn. The Boundary Museum &
Archives in Grand Forks, BC, has a display with Nobby Hamagami’s memories. In 2013, she was the last
remaining resident of the Alpine Inn at Christina Lake.

Bridge River Self-Supporting Project (Figures 136-140)

Bridge River was a self-supporting project at an abandoned hydroelectric project company town. The
cottages, hotel, hospital, and community hall of the former town were used to house 269 Japanese Cana
dians. Little remains from the World War 1l era, but there is a wayside exhibit at the Bridge River Public
Library. Behind and uphill of the wayside exhibit there is a model-sized castle made of stones and cement
that was constructed by internees. It has been restored.

East Lillooet Self-Supporting Project (Figures141-153)

Located about 1.5 miles southeast of the town of Lillooet, the East Lillooet self-supporting project was
built on 40 acres of leased land. The rst arrivals built 62 shacks, umes to provide water, and a perimeter
fence. It eventually held 309 internees. They built a school and community garden and a tomato cannery.

Today there is a roadside interpretive panel and a Memorial Garden overlooking the internment site. The
site is now modern homes, a church, and open elds. In the nearby town, the Lillooet Museum discusses
the internment, and the Miyazaki Heritage House is set up as a memorial to Dr. Miyazaki. Dr. Miyazaki
was interned at Bridge River, then moved to Lillooet in 1945 to become the town doctor. The house
served as his home and medical o ce. He purchased the home in 1947 after the ban on Japanese Canadi
ans owning property was lifted, and later donated the house to the town.

Grand Forks Self-Supporting Project

East of Greenwood, Grand Forks housed over 300 Japanese Canadians. They worked for local farmers. In
1943 girls from Greenwood were recruited to work at the local hospital. There is no known on-site inter -
pretation.

McGillivray Self-Supporting Project (Figure 154)

This self-supporting project was located just inside the restricted zone but was not considered a risk be-
cause it was isolated and had no road access. It was located at a former railroad resort, with a lodge and
cabins, and a nearby sawmill provided employment for at least some of its 70 internees. Original access
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was via train and today requires a boat or a 5.5-mile hike along the railroad.

Minto City Self-Supporting Project (Figures 155-161)

Located 40 miles northwest of Lillooet, the Minto City self-supporting project housed a total population
of 322. Internees lived in an abandoned mining town that had houses, a hotel, a post o ce, and stores.
Minto City was the most isolated internment site, but notably it had electricity and indoor plumbing. In -
ternees created ower and vegetable gardens and worked at local industries, including a sawmill.

In 1958 Carpenter Lake was enlarged as part of the Bridge River Power Project and covered the town.
Ruins of the town can be seen at the edge of the reservoir. Structural remains and abundant artifacts
(including Japanese ceramics) have been exposed by the uctuating water level. There is an interpretive
Wayside Exhibit at a nearby campground (Gun Creek Recreation Site).

Taylor Lake Self-Supporting Project

This self-supporting project was an “industrial project” located at a logging camp railway siding, with
bunkhouses and a cookhouse as well as tarpaper shacks. The population of 180 internees worked at a
pulp and paper plant. The internees built a two-room schoolhouse. Still remote, this internment site was
not visited.

ROAD CAMP PROJECTS
Many men were separated from their families and sent to camps to work on highway projects. Three of
these projects were within British Columbia and one was in Ontario.

Hope-Princeton Highway Road Camp Project (Figures 162-169)

With a total population of about 296, the Hope-Princeton Highway Road Camp Project included seven
temporary camps: 11 Mile Camp, 15 Mile Camp, Summit Camp No. 4, Camp No. 2, Camp No. 3, Camp
No. 5, and Camp No. 1 (west to east). Each camp held between 23 and 200 men. The internees built 13
miles of road. Originally, there was one camp at each end of the highway, and new camps were added as
work progressed. Several depression-era relief camps with tarpaper-covered shiplap houses were repur
posed. Today there is a roadside exhibit near 15 Mile Camp, but most of the Hope-Princeton Road is in a
narrow heavily forested canyon. A Japanese garden in the town of Hope commemorates the internment.
The garden includes a small pond and waterfall.

Revelstoke-Sicamous Road Camp Project (Figures 172-177)

This project, between the towns of Sicamous and Revelstoke, included six camps: Three Valley Gap, Grif
n Lake, Taft, North Fork, Yard Creek, Solsqua, with a total population of 346 internees.

The camps were located on terraces and ats along the Eagle River. Today there is a roadside exhibit at
the Rutherford Beach Rest Area overlooking Three Valley Lake. The nearby Three Valley Gap Heritage
Ghost Town has over 25 historic buildings, most of them relocated from elsewhere, centered around a
railway roundhouse. One of the buildings contains an interpretive exhibit about the internment. The

camp sites are now a mix of developed and undeveloped areas.

Yellowhead Blue River Road Camp Project

The Yellowhead Blue River Road Camp Project was one of the rst internee camps, with the rst group

of Japanese Canadians arriving February 23, 1942. It included 19 camps and housed up to 1,561 Japanese
Canadian men. Internees constructed their own living quarters while housed in railroad bunk cars. They
also built bath houses, rock gardens, and vegetable gardens, and built gardens and baseball elds at many
of the road camps. Eventually married men were removed and interned with their families, leaving 294

men in ve camps. The internees built over 32 miles of road and 7 permanent and 12 temporary bridges.
Most of the camps were destroyed, some became rest areas. One of the rest areas includes a wayside ex
hibit. None were visited.
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THE POWER OF PLACE
Nearly all the sites related to the Japanese Canadian internment during World 1l have on-site interpreta-
tion. The main sites that do not are Bay Farm and Rosebery, which could have interpretive signs placed
along the bicycle trail that crosses them. Most of the major sites also have interpretive centers, and there’s
planning for an interpretive center at Hastings Park. The complex of sites around Slocan City could ben-
e t from an interpretive center or at least a focal point for visitors. Potential locations include the IOOF
Hall and Joy Kogawa’s home in Slocan City, or the Japanese garden at Lemon Creek if it is determined to
have been constructed by internees. The modern Japanese gardens that have been constructed at or near
many of the internment sites show pride in heritage but also provide a place for contemplation and heal-

ing.

One common lament is that nothing remains at con nement sites, but there is almost always something
left, from an archeological perspective. More detailed archeological investigations, which would include
interviews with local landowners who would know the most about what is on their properties, would no
doubt nd many traces of the internment. Most of the camps have relatively little post-World War Il de -
velopment, which is conducive to both archeology and public interpretation.

The Japanese Canadian community and the British Columbia provincial government has done a com
mendable job of highlighting the sites of internment so that they are remembered, both for the personal,
cultural, and societal toll the internment took in the past, and as a cautionary tale for the future.
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Figure 1. Japanese Canadian World War Il Internment Sites in British Columbia.
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Figure 25. Greenwood buildings that were used to house
Japanese Canadians during World War 11.

Figure 30. Nikkei Legacy Park.
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Flgure 31. Road5|de |nterpretat|ve sign at N|kke| Legacy Figure 32. World War | interpretive display at Nikkei Legacy
Park. Park.

———

P
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IEi'g-:]ure 37. L_arlgham Building, Kas.lo. Figure 38. Langham Building, Kaslo.

6 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites



nternment Museum.

e s e iy
Figure 41. Modern Japanese garden at back of Langham
Building.

- " e ; . —

1 e T T P e e n 0w
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Figure 47. Sanatorium, New Denver, 1940s. Figure 48. Peace Arch, New Denver 1943.

Figure 49. Roadside interpretive panel, New Denver. Figure 50. Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre, New Denver.

Figure 51. Nikkei Internment Memorial Center, New Denver.
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Figure 52. Visitor Center, Nikkei Internment Memorial Center, Figure 53. 1942-1945 shack, Nikkei Internment Memorial

New Denver. Center, New Denver.

Figure 54. Interior of 1942-145 shack, Nikkei Internment Figure 55. Interior of 1942-1945 shack, Nikkei Internment
Memorial Center, New Denver. Memorial Center, New Denver.

Figure 56. 1945-1957 shack, Nikkei Internment Memorial Cen -  Figure 57. Interior of 1945-1957 shack, Nikkei Internment
tre. Memorial Centre.
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Figure 58. Kyowakai Hall, Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre.

Figure 60. Exhibits, Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre.

Figure 62. Bathhouse exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre.

Figure 64. Heiwa Teien (Peace Garden), Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre.

10 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites

Figure 59. First home exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre.

Figure 61. Temple exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre.

Figure 63. Outhouse exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre.

Figure 65. Portion of Heiwa Teien (Peace Garden), Nikkei
Internment Memorial Centre.



Figure 66. Replica Peace Arch, Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre.

Figure 68. Former BCSC New Denver headquarters, now a
museum.

Figure 70. Old Men’'s Home, Harris Ranch.

Figure 72. Interpretive panels at Centennial Park, New
Denver70

Figure 67. Small house in the Orchard Camp area being
renovated.

Figure 69. Downtown New Denver.

Figure 71. Sanatorium, New Denver.

Figure 73. Slocan Lake at Centennial Park, New Denver.

National Park Service (USA}1



YJLIXUH .RKDQ 5HAHFWLRQ *DUGHQ YLIXUH (QWU\ZD\ .RKDQ 5HAHFWLRQ *DUGH

YJLIXUH .RKDQ 5HAHFWLRQ *DUGHQ JLIXUH .RKDQ 5HAHFWLRQ *DUGHQ
J)LIXUH 37HDKRXVH" DW .RKDQ 5HAHFWLRQ *DUGHQ J)LIXUH .RKDQ 5HAHFW
Figure 80. Sandan in 1942. Figure 81. Baseball game at Sandan, 1940s.
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Figure 82. Sandan, brick building on right is the museum.

Figure 83. City Hall, Sandan. Figure 84. Historic buildings at Sandan.
Figure 85. Wooden bathtub made by internees, Sandan Figure 86. Tents, Slocan City, 1942.
Museum.

National Park Service (USA}L3



Figure 88. Roadside interpretive sign, Slocan City

Figure 87. Slocan City during internment. Figure 89. Slocan City.

Figure 90. IOOF Hall, Slocan City. Figure 91. Interpretive panel, IOOF Hall, Slocan City.

Figure 92. Wayside panel, Slocan City. Figure 93. Buddhist Memorial, Slocan City.
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Figure 94. Buddhist Memorial, Slocan City. Figure 95. Slocan City Cemetery.

Figure 96. Slocan Lake at Slocan City. Figure 97. Bay Farm Internment Camp, 1940s.

Figure 98. Site of Bay Farm Internment Camp.

National Park Service (USA}5
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Figure 100. Lemon Creek Internment Camp, 1940s. Figure 101. Lemon Creek Internment Camp, 1940s.

Figure 102. Wayside exhibit, Lemon Creek. JLIXUH 2SHQ ¢HOG ZKHUH PXFK RI-WKH /H
ternment Camp was located.

Figure 104. Rockwork at Lemon Creek. Figure 105. Rockwork at Lemon Creek.

National Park Service (USAL7



Figure 106. Japanese garden at Lemon Creek. Figure 107. Japanese garden at Lemon Creek.

Figure 108. Japanese garden at Lemon Creek. Figure 109. Artifacts, Lemon Creek.

Figure 110. Tashme Internment Camp, 1940s. Figure 111. Tashme Internment Camp, 1940s.
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Figure 112. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum, former butcher shop.

Figure 113. Replica shack, Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum. Figure 114. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.

Figure 115. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum. Figure 116. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.

National Park Service (USAL9



Figure 117. Shack interior, Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum. Figure 118. Shack interior, Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.

Figure 119. One of several plaque on benches at the Sun -
shine Valley Tashme Museum.

Figure 120. Roadside interpretive panel at Sunshine Valley Figure 121. Historic marker, Tashme.
Tashme Museum.
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Figure 122. Housing area, Tashme. Figure 123. Campground cabins at site of Tashme housing
area.

Figure 124. Barn that was used for apartments, now the Sunshine Valley Community Centre.

Figure 125. Stable, Tashme. Figure 126. Miso/Soy Sauce Factory, Tashme.

National Park Service (USA21



Figure 127. Silos, Tashme. Figure 128. Site of school, store, and other buildings,
Tashme.

YJLIXUH 6LWH Rl 3RSRf ,QWHUQPHQW &DPS
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Figure 131. Rosebery during internment.

Figure 132. Shack at Rosebery, 1940s. Figure 133. Site of Rosebery.

Figure 135. Christina Lake.

Figure 134. Alpine Inn, Christina Lake.

National Park Service (USA23



Figure 136. Bridge River Public Library, interpretive panel Figure 137. Interpretive sign, Bridge River.
located at parking area to left. .

Figure 139. Landscaping below Castle, Bridge River.

Figure 138. Castle, Bridge River. Figure 140. Interior of Castle, Bridge River.
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Figure 141. East Lillooet, 1940s. Figure 142. Tomato Cannery, East Lillooet, 1940s.

Figure 143. Overview of East Lillooet. Figure 144. Kingdom Hall of Jehovah'’s Witnesses at site of
East Lillooet housing.

Figure 145. East Lillooet historic marker. Figure 146. Roadside interpretive panel at East Lillooet
Memorial Garden.

National Park Service (USA25



Figure 147. East Lillooet Memorial Garden.

Figure 148. East Lillooet Memorial Garden. Figure 149. East Lillooet Memorial Garden.
Figure 150. List of internees, East Lillooet Memorial Garden. Figure 151. Interpretive panel, East Lillooet Memorial
Garden.

26 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites



Figure 152. Interpretive panels at Lillooet Welcome Center Figure 153. Miyazaki Heritage House, Lillooet.
and Museum.

Figure 154. View across Anderson Lake towards McGillivray. Figure 155. Minto City interpretive panel at campground.
Figure 156. Minto City directional and warning Figure 157. Site of Minto City.

signs.

Figure 158. Rockwork, Minto City. Figure 159. Building foundation, Minto City.

National Park Service (USA27



Figure 160. Foundation remains, Minto City. Figure 161. Asian ceramic, Minto City.

Figure 163. 11 Mile Camp, Hope-Princeton Road Project.

Figure 162. Memorial at Camp 9, Hope-Princ - Figure 164. Hope-Princeton Road Project roadside interpretive sign.
eton Road Project, 1940s.
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Figure 165. Hope Friendship Garden. Figure 166. Hope Friendship Garden.

Figure 167. Hope Friendship Garden.

Figure 168. Hope Friendship Garden. Figure 169. Hope Friendship Garden.

National Park Service (USA29



Figure 170. Japanese garden at Three Valley Gap Camp,
Revelstoke-Sicamous Road Project.

Figure 172. View across Three Valley Lake towards Three
Valley Gap Heritage Ghost Town.

Figure 174. Relocated historic buildings, Three Valley Gap
Heritage Ghost Town.

Figure 176. Site of Taft Camp, Revelstoke-Sicamous Road
Project.

30 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites

Figure 171. Revelstoke-Sicamous Road Project roadside
interpretive panel.

Figure 173. Railroad roundhouse at Three Valley Gap
Heritage Ghost Town.

Figure 175. Internment exhibit, Three Valley Gap Heritage
Ghost Town.

Figure 177. Solsqua vicinity, Revelstoke-Sicamous Road
Project.



Japanese Canadian
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THE ROAD CAMPS Grin Lake North Fork
REVELSTORESIEAGUS I Jenary f 1942 ml epenseNatordls o of 100 Natonl t Varcowron Pty 24,1942 o vanguad o some Norh
he ages of 16-45 vere ordered o leave 1,700 that were to follow o the road buiing camps. They were housed i raway  being exled 1 Gri Lake wilh s thee brothers on about May 20, 1642, There viere. 1542 4 e e et o ok, S S, 20082,
e .
- government under the War Measures Act,The  hundreds who would folw: 1 they protesied the separaton trom familes and the w ol an et e e wold b alt f st b ol and i
o Orer in Counci declred that o enemy aliens  refused o work, he and sent 10 POW Isolated o he e and sent to Vancouver under RCMP guard to be housed at the
+ Thvee Valley Gap. may entr, leave o reurn o the area except  from family and communiy, the men su ered fom poor morale as the months un_On the rstvisit a g
- Solsqua by permission o the RCMP- Another Order in A porton of funds they .y were 0l by the Ontaio, O ther way, they stopped avernight n Revelstoke and had 0 sleep i the
+ Nort Fork Counciln February set up the four camps was used 1o pay forthe foreman 0 stop a rin P cols They remember ha the Mountes.
o ST mafor road builing camps in B.C. iternmen of el famites in 1o getthere, butthey. were having a loud party that e e o o i e
oy Alberta and Ontaro: the Hope the camps. Within a month, ‘ot heckc fordoing it have a good ights sieep.
Princeton Highway, the Revelsoke- naturalized and Canadian born G Lake camp REVELSTOKE CITY
Sicamous Highuay; the Blue River men were aiso order was he ast o
Ylowead ey in 5., and e JakiSlrier o camp buid road camps. closed n 1044, as men
I Onar Th e Tans Canada vy oad bulingprojects found beter wor

out thefeu.
Revelsioke at e tme were mosty una ected. Hawever, male workers
inB.C.weredeemed o 5 a iy o natonal secut conditons elsewhere. of

Japanese Nationals were considered by the authorities to be loyal - had worked for the CPR in Revelstoke for many years, was let go. In
1o Japan and threfore most a ik o Natonal securty.The 1t June of 1942, he was pat I charge f a grup o 7-Exta Gang abourers
Kanoaps and el
Three Valley Gap e
REVELSTOKE-SICAMOUS HIGHWAY  Taft With pride and nostalgia, the men outside of the city limits instead of being sent to interment camps.
s L""‘V ‘conciruoted a ower One of these families was the Wakita family, who ended up having
Solsqua ori (Shinto shine) Yard Creek 2 o
Yard Greek NorthFok Taf: GrnLake: and T Valley Gap. The camps. 1 Tat. e camp s e 1.5 vy, b bashiowi arhe e e per el g ol o
brde) and vegeabe garden which )
Canaan bom s 50 abundan; hy coukd send et o e gy ot o . b ot s o
9 O produce to other camps. They also 10 stay home in Kitsilano to look .
re . They bult arihon buro(Japanese bat) for atva ek ey
ket ceven 1 o res, estore and eioy. A famed o cany.
of the- Itwas the rst lash with Asahi baseball team player, Eddie ‘The Finnish f the men in the work camps.
per esuted n our Nekamura conrbute 0 a good
fames. day. Attimes low Acommitea baseball team atTvee Valéy Gap, e v
b e mwork s i was very popult s et e 0 0 e e b o Crns, s 13001 rentcmp vt
Soppages and protst. good morle, and g St n e Competiive n the campe eaibmon i o o Grook
N saer Vet e Trncarits who won e
vt s vas s n 2 nowne, , s N et
famitesseted n Revlsoke
e W . ey sl s ol 5 ey et ° el
1943, hearganized and Ssued pets o -k e, e — g e e v
The Revelstoke-Sicamous camps fomed teams of basebal, hokey and in R rabonedo  Senn: el and sl s ver vy mpran o
some ocasions, basetbal. The Reveloke Reviw fepoted o he amps 3 =
et - . antcipated nevspaper 3 he n Doy parade: i
o SRR Stton was the &
‘and this game was no exception When they weren working, the men could e
e foun sening 07 o ecoring, plying poker o soaking i o e e Logethr for al famles on New Years.
b dapanese bat.
Solsqua
o vt n S Sy e o ok e i s
Il here s much vt in e camp e 1 por fod sy, pay aised cickensfor eqgs and meat uring th restiement e, Thee vere
dspus, po wlerqualy,and complai o a ocal merchant
T —— Sicamous tht men n e camps erenot olloing e ratoning, The RCME alarge i communiy i th ey 05

s el Th Do o Sy and Ennrigof e Doparrnt
of Mines and Resources ther

coming ouofthe Solsqua camp o
a5 not 0 nat the siuation wit the
sei Mass Evacustion Group, ani
reach he m

Spltup o amiles, marny of them
PR ———— SRS ended up in POW cam, namely

s v i s g i, T o G 16 02135725 e RRT—————

Back of Revelstoke Sicamous Road Camps interpretive sign.
JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WA®R) 1942

Historical Overview N n ﬂ«{
Decades of discrminatory an racist polces against o fend for themselves, were iniialy sent 15 Hastings Park vE Y
Japanese Canacans i B Columbiacame 0 a head - Vancouverand decaine thoreforafew days o several K v
on December 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor was bombed  months to await forced relocation to the Internment s A
and Canada declared war on Imperial Japan. Citing an  camps that were being constructed around the province. Wﬂ% \’¢
issue of national security and encouraged by many British A\mnuqn initially promised that their homes, businesses, 0 70 140 Quesn Valemount
Columbian politicians and racist groups who resented and properties would be returned to them after the war, North Fo.
ine ardowon economic success of Japanese Canadans, i 1943 h CE o th Custodan of Enemy Propery / ‘?
ine federl Government oribly emover neay 22,000 | S0ideverything i oder o nance the mermment Kilometres / Vil Gap
persons of Japanase ancestry outside a 100-mie / /
(approximately 160 kilometres) Restricted Zone along the  SOme groups who wished to remain together as families ]
Ve Con o 5. o caton b Il WES GG 10k 3 g bt 10 o Souar Solsquazss \Yard Creek
of B.C. and beyond the Rocky Mountains. Alberta and Manitoba. Some famiiies, who had nancial Bella Cooa e N
were pproved forrelocaio o el supporing Fagety Y
On February 27, 1942, the BC Security Commission lacsmamus in the Lillooet or Boundary-Similkameen area. @ 4 L Sicamous
was created to administer the forced removal of Japanese  AS the Intemment camps were made ready, Japanese gy 48 L s Lafe .
Canacans and e con scaton of l hir propeny.which Canadians were moved 0 thso camps tough he Jreeie H =
s gen o the Cusodian of Enemy Propery. Mem were summerand fall of 1942.Ten nerment camps, s el Ve 2
ihe 110 b removed, and were sent o oad bulling s sl supporing 10s, wersesablned o Japanese
camps in B.C., Alberta and Ontario. I they protested  Canadians who were forcibly uprooted, dispossessed and Geanvatey ral
et o e e, e WS St e e G 5 e Wr 7~ » :
e A
After the War — Ongoing Exclusion and Displacement RESTRICTED ZONE W
When the war ended in 1945, the B.C. slogan at the time  In the decades following the war, the former community of o nton ¢ Bevlstoke
e East o GoHorme?and. sl o cooptte  apaness Canains G Caurt, e oo 100 Miles - St b
Japanese Canadians took up the o er of a free ticket to  over 22,000, was spread across Canada and as far away as. Chase, T Invermere’
e omaarton s e o S oty 2 e e e . R Y
Canactons. 1 enced by et somimom mB.C. e years b o 1971 e Comtonil anareary o Jopanese o W§ e Kamoops:! summimty "\
vers oftheor Miasures Auere extended ner the  mmiraton 1 Canada,hee was  enaissance o o sttty Y o L vt
RatonalTansions 1049 e {
5515, 01t 00 EpAnece Canatans wer s Aoy The &t of 1 enewe Sers of comruy J ) - § {
but over half were Canadian ciizens or born in Canada.  strongly in uenced the 1988 redress and formal apology by i ® 3} Logon e S |
Japanese Canadians during World War . OB 8N -
T St o e
for by he US Government I \ 4
P Kelowna %
of Human Righs by e Unied Nators, the Canadan
Government escinded tre deporaton order. n the - ) }
‘same year, the Canadian Citizenship Act came into e ect, ant fenticton %,
alowingallCanacans o become or the rst me, prncn \
ciizensof Canada, o longe i subjcts. il i o @

after 7 years of imemment, in 1949, Japanese Canadians

avtamsas ¢ Vancouver e b
et gt he gt 1o vt v whetese ey wand gt oo oL - sy, o
and were frs tocome and go as they wishe PO %S mmuﬁ; . ': w:m N /Q"x >
s b e
fwamin

A o o o e ) Q Q
IR e ieaane sy o e oparcas oo i (1543 WS Nanaimo 2 7
R 9 0
a b ) s
wi ® Victoria < -

Highway Legacy Sign Project.

36 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites



Highway Legacy Sign Project.

National Park Service (USA37



District of Lillooet.
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Slocan Valley Rail Trail.
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