
An Overview of World War II Japanese Canadian  
Internment Sites in British Columbia

During World War II the Canadian government forcedly removed to inland areas nearly 22,000 persons 
of Japanese ancestry living within 100 miles of the West Coast. Some 75 percent of the internees were 
Canadian citizens. Although the term “internment” is no longer widely used in the United States (US Na -
tional Park Service 2021), in Canada it is the accepted term for the incarceration of Canadians with Japa-
nese ancestry during and after World War II.

The British Columbia Security Commission (BCSC) was created on March 4, 1942, to oversee the forced 
removal and the con�scation of all the internees’ property. Men were the �rst to be removed and were 
sent to highway work camps. Those that resisted were sent to Prisoner of War camps in Ontario. Japa-
nese-owned �shing boats, cars, and other property were sold to help �nance the internment. 

Many of the Canadians of Japanese ancestry spent weeks at the Hastings Park exhibition grounds while 
inland con�nement facilities were being readied. These facilities included repurposed “ghost” towns, pur -
pose-built internment camps, self-supporting projects, and highway work camps (Figures 1 and 2). About 
3,500 Japanese Canadians opted to sign contracts to work on sugar beet farms outside British Columbia.

Those who had been exiled from the West Coast could not return until 1949. Until that time, the Japanese 
Canadians were told to “go east or go home,” meaning they could resettle east of the Canadian Rocky 
Mountains or go to Japan, which many had never seen. In most cases, their homes on the West Coast had 
been sold by the government to defray the costs of the mass internment. 

In 1988, Canadian Prime Minister Mulroney acknowledged the Canadian government’s wrongful treat -
ment of the Nikkei and reached a redress settlement with the Japanese Canadian community.

This report describes 25 of the World War II Japanese Canadian internment sites, all located in British 
Columbia. Field visits were funded by a National Park Foundation Albright-Wirth  Employee Develop -
ment Grant.

CLEARING STATION
Over 8,000 people passed through the Hastings Park Clearing Station between March 16 and September 
30, 1942. The peak population was 3,866. The only clearing station on the West Coast, Hastings Park was 
equivalent to what were called “Assembly Centers” in the United States.

Hastings Park Clearing Station (Figures 3-22)  
The Canadian government used many of the existing buildings at the Paci�c National Exhibition 
Grounds in East Vancouver to detain Japanese Canadians prior to sending them to other facilities in the 
interior of British Columbia. 

Livestock buildings were used to house women and children. Other buildings were used for men’s and 
boys’ dormitories, kitchens, dining rooms, and classrooms. There was also a 105-bed hospital, mostly for 
tuberculosis (TB) patients. Impounded vehicles were stored on the in�eld of the race track. Approximate -
ly 100 tuberculosis patients remained at Hastings Park until the sanitarium at New Denver was completed 
in 1943.
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Today four historic buildings that were used during World War II for the internment remain. All four 
buildings are well-maintained and have their World War II appearance.

The Livestock Building, built between 1929 and 1939, is a large, single-story concrete and steel truss ex-
hibition building with Art Moderne stylistic details. The Livestock Building was used as the women’s and 
children’s dormitory and as a hospital and clinic. It housed more than 3,100 people. The Japanese Cana-
dian internment is commemorated in a marker on the building near its main north side entrance, and in 
two interpretive waysides near other entrances. 

The Rollerland building, built in 1931 in the Art Deco style, was originally the Pure Food Building. For 
the interned Japanese Canadians, it served as a dormitory for boys (ages 13-18) and as a wash house for 
everyone. There is now an interpretive wayside sign at its east entrance.

The Forum, also in the Art Deco style, was built in 1933. It was originally the Automotive and Ice Rink 
Building. Over 1,200 men and boys over 18 were housed in this building in a sea of bunk beds. There is an 
interpretive wayside on the south side of the building, between it and the Garden Auditorium.

The Garden Auditorium was built in 1939-1940 in the Streamlined Art Moderne style. It was originally 
the Education Building. During the internment it was primarily used for education programs. Students 
received lectures while sitting on the bleachers in the sports arena and there were high school classrooms 
set up in the rafters. Information on this building’s World War II internment history is included on the in -
terpretive wayside at the Forum.

To the east of the Forum and Garden Auditorium is the Momiji Garden (Maple Leaf Garden), created in 
1993 to commemorate Japanese Canadian Redress. At the garden entrance there are several commemo-
rative markers, including one placed by the Historic Site and Monuments Board of Canada. The garden 
includes a large pond with a waterfall, a ramada, and walking paths.
In December 2024 the Vancouver City Council approved an interpretive center within the Livestock 
Building to be funded and built by the Japanese Canadian Hastings Park Interpretive Centre Society.

REPURPOSED TOWNS
Five of the internment sites were repurposed towns. Sometimes called “ghost towns,” these towns were 
not abandoned, but had declined in population so that many vacant buildings were available to house the 
exiled Japanese Canadians. However, typically two families shared a room and kitchens and bathrooms 
were communal.

Greenwood Repurposed Town (Figures 23-34)
Greenwood was the �rst town in British Columbia to accept the exiled Japanese Canadians. Once a pros-
perous mining town with over 3,000 people, by the start of World War II it had fewer than 400 residents. 
The Franciscan Sisters and Friars promised to be responsible for both the welfare of the Japanese Cana-
dians and the safety of the community. Most, if not all, of the internees who came to Greenwood were 
Catholic. Families moved into empty hotels, houses, and commercial buildings. Over 1,200 Japanese Ca-
nadians, including twelve veterans of World War I, were housed in Greenwood. A few families eventually 
moved to the nearby town of Midway attracted by employment opportunities there. 

The Greenwood Museum has an exhibit about the internment. Many historic buildings remain in town, 
some of which have historic markers, including the church used by the Japanese Canadians. A park lo-
cated on the outskirts of downtown was renamed Ohairi Park in 1998 to commemorate the internment. 
Chuck Tasaka, a Sansei and former resident of Greenwood, spearheaded the Nikkei Legacy Park Resto-
ration Project, and Nikkei Legacy Park is the current name. It includes a ramada, exhibits, and a camp-
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ground. Mr. Tasaka, working with Japanese gardeners from Vancouver, is currently creating a Japanese 
garden at the park. There is no known on-site interpretation at Midway. 

Kaslo Repurposed Town (Figures35-46)
Located on the west shore of Kootenay Lake in southeastern British Columbia, Kaslo was the second 
“ghost town” where Japanese Canadians were relocated. A prosperous mining, logging, and shipping 
town at the beginning of the twentieth century, the town’s population declined after World War I. Fifty-
two abandoned buildings and 30 acres for a garden were leased. About 1,200 Japanese Canadians were 
interned at Kaslo, most of whom arrived via ferry. 

The Japanese Canadian internment is described in a roadside exhibit at the south entrance to the town. 
Many historic buildings remain in the town including a few with historic markers detailing their World 
War II internment history. The reconstructed Kaslo Hotel on Front Street includes exterior panels telling 
the history: it had been abandoned by the beginning of World War II and acquired by the village govern -
ment for non-payment of taxes. During the war up to 200 Japanese Canadians were housed in the derelict 
hotel. Since then, the hotel was razed and completely rebuilt but resembles its original historic form. 

The Japanese Canadian Internment Museum at the Langham Cultural Centre tells the story of the intern-
ment. The Langham Hotel was built in 1896 during the mining boom of 1897-1898. The top two �oors 
were used as a rooming house, the lower �oor for o�ces and a bar. During WW II, it housed Japanese 
Canadian families (78 residents). In the 1970’s the building was abandoned but was rescued from destruc-
tion and renovated to become the Langham Cultural Centre. Its two art galleries and the Japanese Ca-
nadian Museum upstairs are open to the public. The Museum opened in 1993 and has an extensive self-
guided display of archival material and a room furnished as it might have been when Japanese Canadian 
families were interned there. At the back of the Cultural Center there is a recently built Japanese garden. 

New Denver Repurposed Town (Figures 47-79) 
New Denver was the center of four small internment camps, and the BCSC’s administrative headquarters 
was at the Bank of Montreal Building in downtown New Denver, now the Silvery Slocan Museum. Rela -
tively few existing buildings were available, so the internees had to construct their own housing. A skat-
ing rink was used for the �rst arrivals; it included a carpenter shop where prefabricated components of 
shacks were made.

At Orchard Camp, located in a �eld south of New Denver, the internees built 275 tarpaper shacks, which 
housed up to 1,600 Japanese Canadians. The internees also built a large sanatorium building for internees 
with tuberculosis. When the other internment sites were dismantled or evacuated after the war, Orchard 
Camp remained, operated by the BCSC until 1957. New Denver functioned as a holding area for intern-
ees sent from closed camps. Sanitorium patients and their families were allowed to remain in the Orchard 
shacks. In 1960, the Provincial Government deeded the homes and lots to the Japanese Canadian resi-
dents who had remained in New Denver after the forced internment ended.

At the 60-acre Harris Ranch, located 1.5 miles south of New Denver, the internees built 23 shacks and a 
bath house (called “Far Field”) and an old ranch house was used as the “Old Bachelors’ Home,” housing 
50 elderly men. The families at Harris Ranch cultivated 27 acres of gardens. Behind the Old Bachelors’ 
Home, they built ornamental western and Japanese gardens. 

Nelson Ranch was a small 2-acre site where a barn was converted into a men’s dormitory. Located just 
northeast of New Denver, the internees could access the town’s schools and shops. 

Thring’s Ranch is identi�ed as an internment camp near New Denver in the Nikkei Interment Memorial 
Centre in New Denver, but no additional information was found on the site. 
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At a roadside pullout in New Denver there is an interpretive panel detailing the New Denver camps and 
another panel highlighting historic sites and buildings that can be seen.

The Nikkei Internment Centre (established in 1994) is located in the former Orchard Camp and includes 
an in-place historic building and three relocated shacks, as well as a modern building and a modern Japa-
nese garden. It was designated a National Historic site in 2007. 

The in-place historic building is Kyowakai Hall, built in 1943 and used as the social, political, and cultural 
center for the Japanese Canadians in the New Denver community. Today it houses exhibits about the 
internment, including a temple and a tent similar to those used to house the internees before the shacks 
were built. 

Of the three relocated shacks, one is used as the visitor center, one is set up to appear as it would have 
looked from 1942 through1945, and one is set up to look as the housing was used from 1945 to 1957. 
The center also includes a replica outhouse, a vegetable garden, and a replica of the Peace Arch �rst built 
in 1940s. The modern building is Centennial Hall, built in 1977 and not open to the public. Heiwa Teien 
(Peace Garden), a Japanese dry garden, weaves around the buildings.

Also in the former Orchard Camp area is Centennial Park, which includes a public campground, recre-
ation facilities, and the Kohan Re�ection Garden, a Japanese-style garden built in 1989 to honor the Japa-
nese Canadians interned during and after World War II. 

The Sanatorium building built by internees remains and is used as part of a hospital. Some of the small 
houses within the Orchard Camp area were likely constructed for the World War II internment, and have 
since been modernized. Within New Denver proper there are many historic buildings, including the 
BCSC Headquarters, churches, and other buildings related to the internment.

The Harris Ranch site is a mostly open area, with some likely historic buildings. The old men’s home is 
still there. The site of the shacks and bath house is an open �eld. There is no on-site interpretation. Nel-
son Ranch and Thring’s Ranch were not visited.

Sandan Repurposed Town (Figures 80-85)
In 1942 Sandan was a mostly abandoned mining town with a population of 20. About 55 buildings were 
built or renovated to house 933 mostly elderly internees. Thirteen acres were used for growing vegetables. 
Work opportunities were limited. 

Several historic buildings remain, including one that houses the Sandan History Museum. The museum 
has artifacts and a small exhibit about the internment. The building was used to house Japanese Cana-
dians and has a historic marker with that information. The roadside panel at New Denver also includes 
information about Sandan.

Slocan City Repurposed Town (Figures 86-96) 
Slocan City, located near the southern end of Slocan Lake, had over 1500 residents when the town was 
incorporated in 1901, but by 1941, only 177 people remained. By the end of 1942, 595 Japanese Canadi-
ans had moved into the town’s abandoned hotels, buildings, and houses. 

Three stops on the Slocan City’s historic walking tour refer to the internment. First, the IOOF building, 
�rst used for housing and later as a community center, is still standing. Internment-era gra�ti and the 
building’s connection to the Japanese Canadian internment is explained in an interpretive sign on the 
side of the building. Second, the Slocan Buddhist Mission Society built a memorial at the city cemetery. 
An interpretive sign there explains that the memorial has been restored and is being maintained. Third, 
the internment is mentioned on an interpretive sign on Main Street at Lake Avenue, at the waterfront. 



National Park Service (USA)  5

Japanese-Canadian author Joy Kogawa’s childhood home during the internment period still remains, but 
it is unmarked.

INTERNMENT CAMPS
Three internment camps were established south of Slocan City: Bay Farm, Popo�, and Lemon Creek. 
Internment camps were also built at Rosebury, about 3 miles north of New Denver, and at Tashme in the 
Sunshine Valley 80 miles east of Vancouver (within the exclusion zone). Bay Farm, Popo�, and Lemon 
Creek are described on the roadside interpretive sign at Slocan City. Rosebery is included in the roadside 
panel at New Denver. Tashme has its own roadside interpretive panel.

Bay Farm Internment Camp (Figures 97-99) 
Located just south of Slocan City, Bay Farm housed 1,376 internees. They were �rst housed in World War 
I-era tents, until the internees built their own shacks, each of which housed two families. There was no 
indoor plumbing. The area is now scattered homes, and the former railroad grade adjacent to the camp is 
now a bike path. There is no on-site interpretation.

Lemon Creek Internment Camp (Figures 100-109) 
Built on leased land, the Lemon Creek Internment Camp housed 1,851 Japanese Canadians. The camp 
included a church, a Buddhist temple, and three stores. There is a wayside exhibit along a bicycle trail 
(Slocan Valley Rail Trail, a former railroad grade) overlooking the camp site, most of which is today a large 
open �eld. There is a small private campground and residences to the north. Residents report that all of 
the topsoil was removed from the open �eld and sold to farmers, but in the forested areas surrounding 
the �eld there are the ruins of a Japanese garden, rock alignments, rock steps, and other remains. Neigh-
bors have found historic artifacts, including Japanese ceramics, while gardening.

Tashme Internment Camp (Figures 110-128) 
Tashme was the largest of the internment camps, and the last built. Located 14 miles southeast of Hope 
on a livestock and dairy farm, it housed 2,636 people. First it was used for families of men working on the 
highway, then in 1945 the camp became a collection place for those being repatriated to Japan. 

Existing farm buildings for a depression-era relief camp were repurposed, and the rest of the housing 
was built by internees. It included 347 small shacks along 10 north-south roads. A large barn was used for 
38 apartments on two �oors, with a communal kitchen on each �oor. A sheep barn was used as a single 
men’s living quarters. The camp included four bath houses, a store, BCSC o�ces, a warehouse, and gar-
dens. Nearby were a Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) compound, a post o�ce, a power plant, a 
bakery, a butcher shop, a mess hall, and a hospital. 

The Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum is located in the original Tashme butcher shop. Next to the mu-
seum are replica shacks, outdoor exhibits, and a memorial garden. Exhibits showcase artifacts and pho-
tographs and a video is shown in its 25-seat theatre room. There is also a historic marker at the highway 
entrance to the settlement.

The area of the 347 shacks is now an open �eld with a developed campground. The barn that was used 
for apartments and an attached building that was used as an old men’s home are now the Sunshine Valley 
Community Centre. A stable, silos, and the miso/soy factory are still present. 

Popo� Internment Camp (Figures 129 and 130)
Popo� Internment Camp, created on the leased Popo� family farm, housed nearly 1,000 Japanese Ca-
nadians. The interpretive sign at Slocan City explains that it functioned as an initial holding ground for 
internees newly arriving from the coast. First housed in tents surrounded by snow, the internees eventu-
ally built small family shacks, large dormitories, and a school. The area now is a large open �eld. There is 
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a wayside exhibit along the Slocan Valley Rail Trail (the former railroad grade) west of the camp site, most 
of which is today a large open �eld. Reportedly, there is some butterbur (fuki) on the north side of the 
property remaining from an internment camp garden.

Rosebery Internment Camp (Figures 131-133)
North of New Denver, 365 Japanese Canadians (including 100 children), lived at Rosebery. Most of the 
adults were Japanese nationals. The internment camp site is located on private property and Rosebery 
Parklands. Now the area has scattered homes. The Nakusp and Slocan Railroad is now a bike path (Ga-
lena Trail). There is no on-site interpretation.

SELF-SUPPORTING PROJECTS
Some 3,000 more-a�uent Japanese Canadians were permitted to leave the coast in groups and settle in 
so-called “self-supporting projects” at their own expense.

Christina Lake Self-Supporting Project (Figures 134 and 135) 
The Alpine Inn at Christina Lake was used to house Japanese families interned away from the coast for 
the duration of World War II. Christina Lake housed 109 internees; the internees worked in logging and 
at a shingle mill. One family built �shing boats, as they had done before exile, and shipped the boats to 
the coast via rail. There is no known on-site interpretation. The Alpine Inn burned down in 1951. Parts 
of the old sidewalk still exist across the street from the modern Sun�ower Inn. The Boundary Museum & 
Archives in Grand Forks, BC, has a display with Nobby Hamagami’s memories. In 2013, she was the last 
remaining resident of the Alpine Inn at Christina Lake. 

Bridge River Self-Supporting Project (Figures 136-140)
Bridge River was a self-supporting project at an abandoned hydroelectric project company town. The 
cottages, hotel, hospital, and community hall of the former town were used to house 269 Japanese Cana-
dians. Little remains from the World War II era, but there is a wayside exhibit at the Bridge River Public 
Library. Behind and uphill of the wayside exhibit there is a model-sized castle made of stones and cement 
that was constructed by internees. It has been restored. 

East Lillooet Self-Supporting Project (Figures141-153)
Located about 1.5 miles southeast of the town of Lillooet, the East Lillooet self-supporting project was 
built on 40 acres of leased land. The �rst arrivals built 62 shacks, �umes to provide water, and a perimeter 
fence. It eventually held 309 internees. They built a school and community garden and a tomato cannery.

Today there is a roadside interpretive panel and a Memorial Garden overlooking the internment site. The 
site is now modern homes, a church, and open �elds. In the nearby town, the Lillooet Museum discusses 
the internment, and the Miyazaki Heritage House is set up as a memorial to Dr. Miyazaki. Dr. Miyazaki 
was interned at Bridge River, then moved to Lillooet in 1945 to become the town doctor. The house 
served as his home and medical o�ce. He purchased the home in 1947 after the ban on Japanese Canadi-
ans owning property was lifted, and later donated the house to the town.

Grand Forks Self-Supporting Project
East of Greenwood, Grand Forks housed over 300 Japanese Canadians. They worked for local farmers. In 
1943 girls from Greenwood were recruited to work at the local hospital. There is no known on-site inter -
pretation.

McGillivray Self-Supporting Project (Figure 154)
This self-supporting project was located just inside the restricted zone but was not considered a risk be-
cause it was isolated and had no road access. It was located at a former railroad resort, with a lodge and 
cabins, and a nearby sawmill provided employment for at least some of its 70 internees. Original access 
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was via train and today requires a boat or a 5.5-mile hike along the railroad.

Minto City Self-Supporting Project (Figures 155-161) 
Located 40 miles northwest of Lillooet, the Minto City self-supporting project housed a total population 
of 322. Internees lived in an abandoned mining town that had houses, a hotel, a post o�ce, and stores. 
Minto City was the most isolated internment site, but notably it had electricity and indoor plumbing. In -
ternees created �ower and vegetable gardens and worked at local industries, including a sawmill.

In 1958 Carpenter Lake was enlarged as part of the Bridge River Power Project and covered the town. 
Ruins of the town can be seen at the edge of the reservoir. Structural remains and abundant artifacts 
(including Japanese ceramics) have been exposed by the �uctuating water level. There is an interpretive 
Wayside Exhibit at a nearby campground (Gun Creek Recreation Site). 

Taylor Lake Self-Supporting Project
This self-supporting project was an “industrial project” located at a logging camp railway siding, with 
bunkhouses and a cookhouse as well as tarpaper shacks. The population of 180 internees worked at a 
pulp and paper plant. The internees built a two-room schoolhouse. Still remote, this internment site was 
not visited.

ROAD CAMP PROJECTS
Many men were separated from their families and sent to camps to work on highway projects. Three of 
these projects were within British Columbia and one was in Ontario.

Hope-Princeton Highway Road Camp Project (Figures 162-169)
With a total population of about 296, the Hope-Princeton Highway Road Camp Project included seven 
temporary camps: 11 Mile Camp, 15 Mile Camp, Summit Camp No. 4, Camp No. 2, Camp No. 3, Camp 
No. 5, and Camp No. 1 (west to east). Each camp held between 23 and 200 men. The internees built 13 
miles of road. Originally, there was one camp at each end of the highway, and new camps were added as 
work progressed. Several depression-era relief camps with tarpaper-covered shiplap houses were repur-
posed. Today there is a roadside exhibit near 15 Mile Camp, but most of the Hope-Princeton Road is in a 
narrow heavily forested canyon. A Japanese garden in the town of Hope commemorates the internment. 
The garden includes a small pond and waterfall.

Revelstoke-Sicamous Road Camp Project (Figures 172-177)
This project, between the towns of Sicamous and Revelstoke, included six camps: Three Valley Gap, Grif-
�n Lake, Taft, North Fork, Yard Creek, Solsqua, with a total population of 346 internees.
The camps were located on terraces and �ats along the Eagle River. Today there is a roadside exhibit at 
the Rutherford Beach Rest Area overlooking Three Valley Lake. The nearby Three Valley Gap Heritage 
Ghost Town has over 25 historic buildings, most of them relocated from elsewhere, centered around a 
railway roundhouse. One of the buildings contains an interpretive exhibit about the internment. The 
camp sites are now a mix of developed and undeveloped areas.

Yellowhead Blue River Road Camp Project
The Yellowhead Blue River Road Camp Project was one of the �rst internee camps, with the �rst group 
of Japanese Canadians arriving February 23, 1942. It included 19 camps and housed up to 1,561 Japanese 
Canadian men. Internees constructed their own living quarters while housed in railroad bunk cars. They 
also built bath houses, rock gardens, and vegetable gardens, and built gardens and baseball �elds at many 
of the road camps. Eventually married men were removed and interned with their families, leaving 294 
men in �ve camps. The internees built over 32 miles of road and 7 permanent and 12 temporary bridges. 
Most of the camps were destroyed, some became rest areas. One of the rest areas includes a wayside ex-
hibit. None were visited.



8  Japanese Canadian Internment Sites

THE POWER OF PLACE
Nearly all the sites related to the Japanese Canadian internment during World II have on-site interpreta-
tion. The main sites that do not are Bay Farm and Rosebery, which could have interpretive signs placed 
along the bicycle trail that crosses them. Most of the major sites also have interpretive centers, and there’s 
planning for an interpretive center at Hastings Park. The complex of sites around Slocan City could ben-
e�t from an interpretive center or at least a focal point for visitors. Potential locations include the IOOF 
Hall and Joy Kogawa’s home in Slocan City, or the Japanese garden at Lemon Creek if it is determined to 
have been constructed by internees. The modern Japanese gardens that have been constructed at or near 
many of the internment sites show pride in heritage but also provide a place for contemplation and heal-
ing. 

One common lament is that nothing remains at con�nement sites, but there is almost always something 
left, from an archeological perspective. More detailed archeological investigations, which would include 
interviews with local landowners who would know the most about what is on their properties, would no 
doubt �nd many traces of the internment. Most of the camps have relatively little post-World War II de -
velopment, which is conducive to both archeology and public interpretation. 

The Japanese Canadian community and the British Columbia provincial government has done a com-
mendable job of highlighting the sites of internment so that they are remembered, both for the personal, 
cultural, and societal toll the internment took in the past, and as a cautionary tale for the future. 

Figure 1. Japanese Canadian World War II Internment Sites in British Columbia.
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Figure 2. Japanese Canadian World War II internment sites.
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Figure 7. Interior of Livestock Building, Hastings Park. Figure 8. Interior of Livestock Building, Hastings Park.

Figure 5. Livestock Building, Hastings Park. Figure 6. Livestock Building, Hastings Park.

Figure 10. Interpretive panel on the south side of the 
Livestock Building. 

Figure 9. South (back) side of Livestock Building, Hastings 
Park.

Figure 4. Men’s housing, Forum, Hastings Park.Figure 3. Women’s housing, Livestock Building, Hastings 
Park.
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Figure 13. Forum, Hastings Park. Figure 14. Garden Auditorium, Hastings Park.

Figure 17. Momiji Garden.Figure 16. Momiji Garden.Figure 15. Japanese Canadian Intern -
ment marker placed by the Historic Site 
and Monuments Board of Canada.

Figure 11. Rollerland, Hastings Park. Figure 12. Rollerland interpretive sign.
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Figure 18. Momiji Garden pond.

Figure 21. Momiji Garden. Figure 22. Momiji Garden with Garden Auditorium in back -
ground.

Figure 19. Momiji Garden. Figure 20. Ramada, Momiji Garden.
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Figure 29. Nikkei Legacy Park. Figure 30. Nikkei Legacy Park.

Figure 27. Sacred Heart Church. Figure 28. Sacred Heart Church.

�)�L�J�X�U�H�����������3�D�F�L�¿�F���+�R�W�H�O���P�D�U�N�H�U��Figure 25. Greenwood buildings that were used to house 
Japanese Canadians during World War II.

Figure 23. Greenwood Museum. Figure 24. Internment exhibit, Greenwood Museum.
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Figure 34. Garden building at Nikkei Legacy Park.Figure 33. Garden building at Nikkei Legacy Park.

Figure 31. Roadside interpretative sign at Nikkei Legacy 
Park.

Figure 32. World War I interpretive display at Nikkei Legacy 
Park.

Figure 37. Langham Building, Kaslo. Figure 38. Langham Building, Kaslo.

Figure 36. Back of Langham Building during internment.Figure 35. Steamboat unloading Japanese Canadians at 
Kaslo.
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Figure 39. Japanese Canadian Internment Museum.

Figure 41. Modern Japanese garden at back of Langham 
Building.

Figure 46. Roadside interpretive panel, Kaslo.Figure 45. Interpretive panel on reconstructed hotel, Kaslo.

Figure 43. Historic building on Main Street, Kaslo. Figure 44. Reconstructed hotel on Main Street, Kaslo.

Figure 40. Japanese Canadian Internment Museum.

Figure 42. SS Moyie National Historic Site, Kaslo.
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Figure 49. Roadside interpretive panel, New Denver. Figure 50. Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre, New Denver.

Figure 48. Peace Arch, New Denver 1943.Figure 47. Sanatorium, New Denver, 1940s.

Figure 51. Nikkei Internment Memorial Center, New Denver.
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Figure 57. Interior of 1945-1957 shack, Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre.

Figure 56. 1945-1957 shack, Nikkei Internment Memorial Cen -
tre.

Figure 55. Interior of 1942-1945 shack, Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Center, New Denver.

Figure 54. Interior of 1942-145 shack, Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Center, New Denver.

Figure 52. Visitor Center, Nikkei Internment Memorial Center, 
New Denver.

Figure 53. 1942-1945 shack, Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Center, New Denver.
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Figure 59. First home exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre.

Figure 58. Kyowakai Hall, Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre.

Figure 60. Exhibits, Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre.

Figure 63. Outhouse exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre.

Figure 61. Temple exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre.

Figure 65. Portion of Heiwa Teien (Peace Garden), Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre.

Figure 64. Heiwa Teien (Peace Garden), Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre.

Figure 62. Bathhouse exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre.
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Figure 73. Slocan Lake at Centennial Park, New Denver.

Figure 69. Downtown New Denver.

Figure 70. Old Men’s Home, Harris Ranch.

Figure 67. Small house in the Orchard Camp area being 
renovated.

Figure 68. Former BCSC New Denver headquarters, now a 
museum.

Figure 71. Sanatorium, New Denver.

Figure 66. Replica Peace Arch, Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre.

Figure 72. Interpretive panels at Centennial Park, New 
Denver70
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�)�L�J�X�U�H�����������³�7�H�D�K�R�X�V�H�´���D�W���.�R�K�D�Q���5�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���*�D�U�G�H�Q�� �)�L�J�X�U�H�����������.�R�K�D�Q���5�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���*�D�U�G�H�Q��

�)�L�J�X�U�H�����������.�R�K�D�Q���5�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���*�D�U�G�H�Q��

Figure 81. Baseball game at Sandan, 1940s.Figure 80. Sandan in 1942.

�)�L�J�X�U�H�����������.�R�K�D�Q���5�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���*�D�U�G�H�Q��

�)�L�J�X�U�H�����������(�Q�W�U�\�Z�D�\�����.�R�K�D�Q���5�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���*�D�U�G�H�Q���)�L�J�X�U�H�����������.�R�K�D�Q���5�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���*�D�U�G�H�Q��
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Figure 83. City Hall, Sandan.

Figure 82. Sandan, brick building on right is the museum.

Figure 85. Wooden bathtub made by internees, Sandan 
Museum.

Figure 84. Historic buildings at Sandan.

Figure 86. Tents, Slocan City, 1942.
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Figure 89. Slocan City.

Figure 88. Roadside interpretive sign, Slocan City

Figure 91. Interpretive panel, IOOF Hall, Slocan City.Figure 90. IOOF Hall, Slocan City. 

Figure 92. Wayside panel, Slocan City. Figure 93. Buddhist Memorial, Slocan City.

Figure 87. Slocan City during internment.
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Figure 94. Buddhist Memorial, Slocan City. Figure 95. Slocan City Cemetery.

Figure 98. Site of Bay Farm Internment Camp.

Figure 96. Slocan Lake at Slocan City. Figure 97. Bay Farm Internment Camp, 1940s.
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�)�L�J�X�U�H�����������6�N�H�W�F�K���P�D�S���R�I���%�D�\���)�D�U�P�����3�R�S�R�‡�����D�Q�G���6�O�R�F�D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���V�L�W�H�V���[����
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Figure 100. Lemon Creek Internment Camp, 1940s.

Figure 102. Wayside exhibit, Lemon Creek. �)�L�J�X�U�H�������������2�S�H�Q���¿�H�O�G���Z�K�H�U�H���P�X�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���/�H�P�R�Q���&�U�H�H�N���,�Q-
ternment Camp was located.

Figure 105. Rockwork at Lemon Creek.Figure 104. Rockwork at Lemon Creek.

Figure 101. Lemon Creek Internment Camp, 1940s.
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Figure 109. Artifacts, Lemon Creek.Figure 108. Japanese garden at Lemon Creek.

Figure 110. Tashme Internment Camp, 1940s.

Figure 107. Japanese garden at Lemon Creek.Figure 106. Japanese garden at Lemon Creek.

Figure 111. Tashme Internment Camp, 1940s.
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Figure 114. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.Figure 113. Replica shack, Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.

Figure 116. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.Figure 115. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.

Figure 112. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum, former butcher shop.



20  Japanese Canadian Internment Sites

Figure 117. Shack interior, Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.

Figure 120. Roadside interpretive panel at  Sunshine Valley 
Tashme Museum.

Figure 119. One of several plaque on benches at the Sun -
shine Valley Tashme Museum.

Figure 121. Historic marker, Tashme.

Figure 118. Shack interior, Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.
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Figure 124. Barn that was used for apartments, now the Sunshine Valley Community Centre.

Figure 126. Miso/Soy Sauce Factory, Tashme.Figure 125. Stable, Tashme.

Figure 122.  Housing area, Tashme. Figure 123. Campground cabins at site of Tashme housing 
area.
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Figure 127. Silos, Tashme.

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������6�L�W�H���R�I���3�R�S�R�‡���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���&�D�P�S��

Figure 128. Site of school, store, and other buildings, 
Tashme.
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Figure 133. Site of Rosebery.Figure 132. Shack at Rosebery, 1940s.

Figure 134. Alpine Inn, Christina Lake.

Figure 135. Christina Lake.

Figure 131. Rosebery during internment.

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������3�R�S�R�‡���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���&�D�P�S�������������V��
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Figure 137. Interpretive sign, Bridge River.Figure 136. Bridge River Public Library, interpretive panel 
located at parking area to left. .

Figure 138. Castle, Bridge River. Figure 140. Interior of Castle, Bridge River.

Figure 139. Landscaping below Castle, Bridge River.
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Figure 144. KIngdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses at site of 
East Lillooet housing.

Figure 143. Overview of East Lillooet.

Figure 146. Roadside interpretive panel at East Lillooet 
Memorial Garden.

Figure 145. East Lillooet historic marker.

Figure 142. Tomato Cannery, East Lillooet, 1940s.Figure 141. East Lillooet, 1940s.



26  Japanese Canadian Internment Sites

Figure 147. East Lillooet Memorial Garden.

Figure 148. East Lillooet Memorial Garden. Figure 149. East Lillooet Memorial Garden.

Figure 151. Interpretive panel, East Lillooet Memorial 
Garden.

Figure 150. List of internees, East Lillooet Memorial Garden.
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Figure 153. Miyazaki Heritage House, Lillooet.Figure 152. Interpretive panels at Lillooet Welcome Center 
and Museum.

Figure 159. Building foundation, Minto City.Figure 158.  Rockwork, Minto City.

Figure 156. Minto City directional and warning 
signs.

Figure 155. Minto City interpretive panel at campground.Figure 154. View across Anderson Lake towards McGillivray.

Figure 157. Site of Minto City.
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Figure 160. Foundation remains, Minto City. Figure 161. Asian ceramic, Minto City.

Figure 162. Memorial at Camp 9, Hope-Princ -
eton Road Project, 1940s.

Figure 164. Hope-Princeton Road Project roadside interpretive sign. 

Figure 163. 11 Mile Camp, Hope-Princeton Road Project.
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Figure 168. Hope Friendship Garden.

Figure 166. Hope Friendship Garden.

Figure 167. Hope Friendship Garden.

Figure  165. Hope Friendship Garden.

Figure 169. Hope Friendship Garden.
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Figure 176. Site of Taft Camp, Revelstoke-Sicamous Road 
Project.

Figure 177. Solsqua vicinity, Revelstoke-Sicamous Road 
Project.

Figure 171. Revelstoke-Sicamous Road Project roadside 
interpretive panel.

Figure 170. Japanese garden at Three Valley Gap Camp, 
Revelstoke-Sicamous Road Project. 

Figure 174. Relocated historic buildings, Three Valley Gap 
Heritage Ghost Town.

Figure 175. Internment exhibit, Three Valley Gap Heritage 
Ghost Town.

Figure 172. View across Three Valley Lake towards Three 
Valley Gap Heritage  Ghost Town.

Figure 173. Railroad roundhouse at Three Valley Gap 
Heritage Ghost Town.
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Japanese Canadian
World War II Internment

Interpretive Signs

Japanese Canadian Internment Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR �1942�49�

Midway 
Although not an o�cial internment site, 
several nikkei families moved to Midway, 
13 kilometres west of Greenwood. These 
families were attracted by employment 
at the McMynn Store and at Boundary 
Sawmill, owned by the Sherbinin family. 
They hired many nikkei at the mill and 
in the o�ce. The Spokane Hotel became 
their temporary residence. Many lived 
and raised families there after the war, 
and some still live in Midway to this day.

GREENWOOD AFTER THE WAR 
While other internment camps closed following the end of WWII, Greenwood continued to thrive as 
a small town. Many nikkei continued to live and work there. The Greenwood Board of Trade and the 
City of Greenwood encouraged them to remain in the community. After 1949, when the restrictions 
were lifted, many planted their roots, establishing businesses and shops in Greenwood, choosing 
to stay. Higashi Plumbing, Imai Shoe Repair and Electrical, Nakagawa Dry Cleaner and Tanizawa 
Greenwood Bakery are some of the nikkei businesses that were established during or following 
internment. The impact of the internment of nikkei on Greenwood was huge; their presence 
revitalized the community and their in�uence on community life continued for many years after 
1949, when the internment ended.

Education and Community Life  
By September 1942, the impact of 1,200 new residents was immediate and signi�cant. 
The community scrambled to �nd solutions for housing, education, employment, food 
supplies and other goods. Immediate demand for food overwhelmed the two or three 
existing stores, so many planted their own vegetable gardens. The Red Cross supplied 
rice and soy sauce. Several sawmills and forest-related jobs provided work for the men. 

The United Church set up a kindergarten, while the Franciscan Sisters set up the Sacred 
Heart School (SHS) for grades K-8 in the vacant �re hall, which they partitioned into 
four classrooms. Established early, thanks to the Sisters and Friars, SHS, which was 
mostly nikkei students, organized many activities for children: tumbling and glee clubs, 
choir, concerts and picnics were extremely popular. Grace Namba and Madeleine Bock 
organized CGIT (Canadian Girls in Training). Hockey, baseball and Shigin (chanting) clubs 
also sprang up. The Greenwood School (majority Caucasian students) was forced to 
make major adjustments to accomodate 400 new students. The City provided a 20-bed 
hospital in the old Armstrong Hotel. Dr. J. Burnett, Dr. H. Kamitakahara and Dr. G. Ishiwara 

Christina Lake (Self-Supporting)  
Internment Population: 109

Another self-supporting site, 37 kilometres east of Grand Forks, Christina 
Lake housed some 109 internees in resort buildings and the Alpine Inn. 
Some men found work in logging and others worked at the local Sandner 
Brothers Shingle Mill. Three baseball teams (Cubs, Lumberjacks and Giants) 
played games against teams in Grand Forks and Greenwood. The Kishi 
family, who had a successful boat-building business in Steveston before 
the war, continued their boat building business during the internment 
and transported the �nished boats by rail to the coast. After 1949, when 
all government restrictions were removed, a few families such as the 
Hamagami family stayed on and became permanent residents in this 
beautiful resort community. 

Grand Forks (Self-Supporting)  
Internment Population: 343

A self-supporting site 38 kilometres east of Greenwood, Grand Forks housed over 300 Japanese 
Canadians. Esumatsu Nakatani, a lay minister who moved to Grand Forks in 1939, helped his 
fellow internees move to and work in this community. He negotiated with the local farmers 

to hire and house the newcomers. Many of 
these farmers were Doukhobors sympathetic 
to the plight of the interned. The Kozo Arai 
and Genjiro Onodera families arrived on  
May 8, 1942 and began working at Sunnyside 
Ranch. In 1943, many Nisei (second 
generation) girls from Greenwood were 
recruited to work in the local hospital.

GREENWOOD: THE FIRST JAPENESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITE  
Population: 1,200 

Incorporated in 1897, Greenwood had a population of 3,000 in 1899 and became a 
thriving copper mining town in the early 1900s. By 1918, the boom was over and by 
the 1940s, Greenwood was in decline, with only about 200 residents. 

In 1942, Greenwood became the �rst internment 
camp at a time when no other town would take in 
Japanese Canadians from the coast. When the order 
to leave the 100 mile exclusion zone was issued, the 
Franciscan Sisters and Friars who ran the Japanese 
Catholic Mission in Vancouver and Steveston played 
a pivotal role in the forced exodus. Parishioners asked 
the Sisters to �nd them a safe place to go, so Father 
Benedict Quigley sprang into action. Learning that 
the mayor in Greenwood would “not refuse to accept 
Japanese Canadians”, Father Quigley travelled to 
Greenwood to meet with then Mayor W.E. McArthur 
Sr. After several town meetings, a vote was held. To 
make the vote unanimous, the Franciscan Sisters and 

Friars promised to be 100% responsible for the welfare of the Japanese Canadians and 
the safety of the community. That was the clincher. Greenwood needed more people 
and the exiled needed a safe haven. 

On April 26th, 1942, a CPR train arrived at Greenwood Station, carrying the �rst group 
of Japanese Canadians forcibly relocated by the Canadian government under the 
War Measures Act. With the strong support of Mayor McArthur, the Franciscan Sisters 

& Friars and the United Church Women’s 
Missionary Society laid the foundation to 
accommodate them. Japanese Canadian 
carpenters and plumbers prepared the 
old town buildings for accommodation 
and built four large public bathhouses 
(‘ofuro’). Families moved into empty hotels 
and commercial buildings. Rooms were 
crowded, with communal kitchens and 
shared plumbing. Partitions were built for 
families to have their own space and each 
family shared the one large stove on each 
�oor and sink for washing. Some buildings 
even had a �ush toilet on each �oor. 

The Orchard Camp in New Denver NNM 1995-139-1-4

provided medical and dental care for the entire community, while the hospital provided 
jobs for young nurses’ aides. 

At �rst, education and community activities were mostly segregated. The process of 
social integration was gradual and happened through church, community events, food 
and sports. Church was packed every Sunday because all Catholics, both nikkei and 
local residents, went to Sunday mass to worship. Mayor McArthur encouraged nikkei 
participation in the annual Labour Day celebrations. This was taken to heart. Ladies 
dressed in kimono were part of the parades, Japanese �oat themes won prizes and the 
nikkei ladies made homecooked ‘Japanese food’ for these celebrations, including the 
popular Cumberland-style chow mein, maki and age sushi, as well as the popular the 
karinto (Japanese cracker snacks).

Sports played a major role in community integration. There were three nikkei hockey 
teams: the Hep Cats, Bruins and Tigers. Each had a sprinkling of caucasian players. 

Baseball was also big, with the nikkei team led by two former Vancouver Asahi players, 
Jim and Joe Fukui. Bleachers were �lled to capacity. The majority of the players were 
nikkei, but several local folks also played on the team. While there was no formal league, 
games with Grand Forks and other neighbouring teams were also arranged. Lastly, 
Greenwood had both a men’s and ladies’ basketball league, whose games were held in 
the old hockey sports arena.

Overall, Japanese Canadians contributed greatly to Greenwood life. They introduced 
traditional Japanese dancing and singing. Local businesses bene�ted from more 
customers. Skilled tradesmen such as carpenters, plumbers, electricians, watch 
repairman and masons became available. They made signi�cant contributions to sports 
and recreation. Greenwood once again became a vibrant community, with parades, 
sports clubs, school events, church banquets and small businesses in town. In time, the 
initial anxiety of the local residents turned into acceptance of the newcomers. 

Visit of the Red Cross representative Mr. Maag 
to Christina Lake 1943, JCCC 2001-5-22

Students at desks in school, Christina Lake 1942 
JCCC 2001-5-21

Nakantani family, Grand Forks 1942,  NNM 2017-17-2-1-39

Mas Higashi in front of Alpine Inn, Christina Lake 1942,  
NNM 2011-77-2-1-14

Kakuno and Takahashi children playing in Midway, ca 1943, photo courtesy of Chuck TasakaChildren dismissed from Midway School, ca 1943, JCCC 2001-5-68Men working in the sawmill, Midway BC 1945, JCCC 2001-3-171

Onion seed harvesting, Grand Forks 1942,  NNM 2017-17-2-1-6
Apple picking, Grand Forks 1942  
NNM 2017-17-2-1-39

City of Greenwood in 1940 
Photo courtesy of Chuck Tasaka

A street view of Greenwood 
NNM 2010-23-2-4-747

Sacred Heart School, Greenwood 1944, NNM 2011-83-1-42 Arrivals of Internees from the coast to Greenwood, 1942, NNM 2011-83-1-33

Sacred Heart hockey team, Greenwood 1945, NNM 2011-83-1-83

Sacred Heart School farewell party for families being deported to Japan, Greenwood 1943 
NNM 2011-83-1-43Sacred Heart School students in Labour Day Celebrations, Greenwood 1943, NNM 2011-83-1-60

Arrivals and departures during the second forced uprooting of Japanese Canadians, Greenwood 1946 
NNM 2011-83-1-59Labour Day parade �oat in downtown Greenwood, 1943,  NNM 2011-83-1-37

Sisters and Friars in front of Canada Day �oat, Greenwood 1946, NNM 2011-83-1-54
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Historical Overview 
Decades of discriminatory and racist policies against 
Japanese Canadians in British Columbia came to a head 
on December 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor was bombed 
and Canada declared war on Imperial Japan. Citing an 
issue of national security and encouraged by many British 
Columbian politicians and racist groups who resented the 
hard-won economic success of Japanese Canadians, the 
federal Government forcibly removed nearly 22,000 persons 
of Japanese ancestry outside a 100-mile (approximately 160 
kilometres) Restricted Zone along the West Coast of B.C. to 
internment locations in the Interior of B.C. and beyond the 
Rocky Mountains. 

On February 27, 1942 the BC Security Commission (BCSC) 
was created to administer the forced removal of Japanese 
Canadians and the con�scation of all their property, which 
was given to the Custodian of Enemy Property. Men were 
the �rst to be removed, and were sent to road building 
camps in BC, Alberta and Ontario. If they protested 
separation from their families, they were sent to Prisoner 
of War Camps in Ontario. Many women and children, left 
to fend for themselves, were initially sent to Hastings Park 

in Vancouver and detained there for several weeks to 
await forced relocation to the Internment camps that were 
being constructed around the province. Although initially 
promised that their homes, businesses, and properties 
would be returned to them after the war, in 1943, the O�ce 
of the Custodian of Enemy Property sold everything in order 
to �nance the internment. 

Some groups who wished to remain together as families 
were forced to work in the sugar beet �elds of Southern 
Alberta and Manitoba. Some families who had �nancial 
means were approved for relocation to self-supporting 
camps in the Lillooet area. However, the largest proportion 
of the group, about 14,000 people, were interned in isolated 
and declining former mining towns and hastily created 
camps in the West Kootenay and Boundary regions of 
the province. As the Internment camps were made ready, 
Japanese Canadians were moved to these camps through 
the summer and fall of 1942. Ten internment camps and 
four o�cial self-supporting sites were established for 
Japanese Canadians who were who were forcibly uprooted, 
dispossessed and incarcerated during the Second World War.

After the War – Ongoing Exclusion and Displacement
When the war ended in 1945, the B.C. slogan at the time 
was ‘Go East or Go Home’, and still willing to cooperate, 
Japanese Canadians took up the o�er of a free ticket to 
other provinces and cities that would accept Japanese 
Canadians. In�uenced by racist sentiment in BC, the powers 
of the War Measures Act were ex-tended under the National 
Transitional Emergency Powers Act until 1949. In 1946, 
about 4,000 Japanese Canadians were sent to Japan, but 
over half were Canadian citizens or born in Canada. This 
was unconstitutional and a violation of civil liberties and 
human rights. In contrast in the USA, although incarcerated, 
Japanese Americans returned to their own land once the 
war was over and their internment was paid for by the  
US Government. 

In 1947, mainly as a result of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights by the United Nations, the Canadian 
Government rescinded the deportation order. In the 
same year, the Canadian Citizenship Act came into e�ect, 
allowing all Canadians to become for the �rst time, citizens 
of Canada, no longer British subjects. Finally, after seven 
years of internment, in 1949, Japanese Canadians were 
granted the right to vote, live wherever they wanted, and 
were free to come and go as they wished. Some returned to 
the coast, many to �shing in Steveston. 

In the decades following the war, the former community of 
Japanese Canadians in British Columbia, once numbering 
over 22,000, was spread across Canada and as far away as 
Japan. Rebuilding a sense of trust and acceptance took 
years, but by 1977, the Centennial anniversary of Japanese 
immigration to Canada, there was a renaissance of Japanese 
culture and ethnic pride taking place across the country. 
The e�ects of this renewed sense of community strongly 
in�uenced the 1988 redress and formal apology by the 
federal government for all wrongs committed against 
Japanese Canadians during World War II.

SELF�SUPPORTING  
INTERNMENT SITES

 1 Bridge River

 2 Minto Mines 

 3 McGillivray Falls

 4 East Lillooet

INTERNMENT CAMPS

 1 Tashme

 2 Greenwood

 3 Lemon Creek

 4 Bay Farm

 5 Slocan City

 6 Popo� 

 7 Rosebery

 8 New Denver

 9 Sandon

 10 Kaslo 

ROAD CAMPS 

 1 Hope-Princeton

 2 Revelstoke-Sicamous

 3 Yellowhead-Blue River

BC Shin Buddhist Temples

The Province of British Columbia thanks its community partners for 
working together on this Legacy Sign Project to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Japanese Canadian Internment (1942–2017). 

Back of Greenwood interpretive sign.

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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KASLO INTERNMENT SITE  
Internment population: 1,200 

Situated on the beautiful Kootenay Lake, Kaslo was once a thriving mining 
town. Kaslo was the second ‘ghost town’ after Greenwood where Japanese 
Canadians were forcibly relocated. Prior to 1942, Kaslo had a population 
was 500. The BC Security Commission leased 52 abandoned buildings and 
30 acres for a garden. In May 1942, the �rst of the Internees arrived on the 
paddlewheeler Nasookin on Kootenay Lake. In total, about 1200 Japanese 
Canadians were interned in Kaslo, so the ratio of Japanese Canadians to 
local residents was almost 3:1. The historic Langham Hotel housed 78 
residents. It is currently owned by the Langham Cultural Society, and has 
preserved a few rooms as part of a Japanese Canadian Museum. 

Employment 
Life was tough for parents 
and breadwinners who had 
to provide for the family. The 
BC Security Commission and 
Provincial Game Department 
stocked the lake with �sh for 
�shing, and provided work in 
wood cutting, construction, 
maintenance and gardening. 
As much as they could, 
the Internees established 
community organizations, 
organized education for their 
children and held community 
events to rebuild their lives. 

THE ‘NEW CANADIAN’ NEWSPAPER 
Kaslo was the home of the New Canadian, a prewar English only community 
newspaper (1938-2001) published and circulated in Vancouver. It was the 
only Japanese Canadian newspaper that the authorities did not shut down. 
The local Kootenaian newspaper allowed the New Canadian sta� to use their 
printing press; it started publishing on November 30, 1942. Tom Shoyama 
served as the New Canadian editor from 1939 to 1945. It became the main 
source of community news and government policy directives within the 
Japanese Canadian community. 

The Authorities realized that communication with the Issei (�rst generation 
Japanese speakers) would require Japanese language media, so the decision 
was made to turn the New Canadian into a bilingual publication. “It is one 
of the most important primary sources of documentation of the Japanese 
Canadian wartime experience. Through step by step wartime injustices, 
forced removals, internments, con�scations, deportation and upheavals of 
the wartime diaspora of 22,000 Japanese Canadians, its editorial stance never 
wavered. Anti-racist, pro-justice and pro-Canadian; the Kaslo years of the New 
Canadian provide a comprehensive look at “ghost town” life and was the vehicle 
for emergent Nisei (second generation Japanese Canadian) literature and 
eventually championed the postwar �ght for justice and redress.” (Aya Higashi, 
Kaslo Internee, “Aya’s Story”, Virtual Museum Canada).

Community life 
For medical needs, there was already 
a 24-bed hospital and a medical clinic 
was set-up by Dr. Shimotakahara. 
Dentist Dr. Ed Banno and Optometrist  
Dr. Henry Naruse set up o�ces in the 
town. Community events such as May 
Days, baseball, hockey and kendo 
�lled the time and built a sense of 
community life. 

Education & Faith 
 “The BC Security Commission evacuated the 
people by church groups. For example, the 
Catholics went to Greenwood. Members of the 
United Church and Buddhists both came here 
to Kaslo. We all lived together harmoniously. 
This was good, but families were still separated.” 
(Aya Higashi, Kaslo Internee, “Aya’s Story”, Virtual 
Museum Canada). “To the adults, the children 
were the �rst concern. The war might be over in 
a matter of months, or it might continue for years. 
Their English education must continue. They must be prepared to 
proceed with their lives when it was all over. But there was no provision 
for their education.” Racial segregation prevented the children from 
enrolling in the local school. 

“For the little ones, kindergarten was started by a United Church 
missionary, Miss Sadler and two young Japanese Canadian church 
workers. Classes for elementary-aged children were started by untrained 
high school graduates and a few university students (whose education 
had been interrupted by the war) as teachers. The �rst summer, the 
children were gathered in small groups. Classes were taught in the 
park and in empty kitchens, vacant rooms or buildings; wherever space 
was available. There were no books, blackboards or chalk at �rst.” (Aya 
Higashi, Kaslo Internee, “Aya’s Story”, Virtual Museum Canada) 

SS Nasookin brings �rst Japanese Canadians to Kaslo, May 1942.  Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.013

Husso Hasebe playing near the rear of the Langham Hotel.  Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0150

Aya Atagi (Higashi), school teacher.  Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0342Japanese Canadian Buddhists in front of the Kaslo Hotel.   Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0005

United Church Sunday School class.  
Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0340

Japanese Canadian school class.  Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0014

Three boys playing hockey on Mirror Lake.  
Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0095

Miss Nisei (second generation Japanese Canadian) 
content, Kaslo 1948.   NNM 2010.23.2.4.4

Portrait of 10 people. Two kids in front holding 
baseball bats.  c. 1943  NNM 2011.4.14.2.4.228

Dr. Ed Banno (dentist) 
and a nurse working on 
a patient c. 1942  NNM 
1994.69.4.23

Dr Kozo Shimo Takahara and nursing sta�.  Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0221 Two Japanese Canadian baseball teams with their Asahi managers at Vimy Park, Kaslo.  Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0198 Kaslo Kendo Club with three instructors - Kumagai, Hayashi, Mizuguchi.  Kootenay Lake Archives 995.002.0080

Japanese School on Front Street, Kaslo.   Kootenay Lake Archives 2008.009.46

The New Canadian  sta� in the Kootenaian o�ce.  
Kootenay Lake Archives  995.002.0233

Tom Shoyama, editor of The New Canadian,  
at crossroads 4th and A Ave, Kaslo.     
Kootenay Lake Archives  995.002.0311

Overview of Kaslo 1940s – the back of The Langham in right foreground.   Kootenay Lake Archives  995.002.0082 Tending to a town garden.  NNM 2010.23.2.4.113

AFTER THE WAR � ONGOING EXCLUSION AND DISPLACEMENT
When the war ended in 1945, the B.C. slogan at the time was  
‘Go East or Go Home’, and still willing to cooperate, Japanese 
Canadians took up the o�er of a free ticket to other provinces and 
cities that would accept Japanese Canadians. In�uenced by racist 
sentiment in BC, the powers of the War Measures Act were extended 
under the National Transitional Emergency Powers Act until 1949. 
In 1946, about 4,000 Japanese Canadians were sent to Japan, 
but over half were Canadian citizens or born in Canada. This was 
unconstitutional and a violation of civil liberties and human rights. 
In contrast in the USA, although incarcerated, Japanese Americans 
returned to their own land once the war was over and their 
internment was paid for by the US Government. 

In 1947, mainly as a result of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights by the United Nations, the Canadian Government rescinded 
the deportation order. In the same year, the Canadian Citizenship Act 
came into e�ect, allowing all Canadians to become for the �rst time, 
citizens of Canada, no longer British subjects. Finally, after seven 
years of internment, in 1949, Japanese Canadians were granted the 
right to vote, live wherever they wanted, and were free to come  

and go as they wished. Some returned to the coast, many to �shing 
in Steveston. 

In the decades following the war, the former community of Japanese 
Canadians in British Columbia, once numbering over 22,000, was 
spread across Canada and as far away as Japan. Rebuilding a sense 
of trust and acceptance took years, but by 1977, the Centennial 
anniversary of Japanese immigration to Canada, there was a 
renaissance of Japanese culture and ethnic pride taking place across 
the country. The e�ects of this renewed sense of community strongly 
in�uenced the 1988 redress and formal apology by the federal 
government for all wrongs committed against Japanese Canadians 
during World War II. 

Kaslo’s contribution to a politically charged historical event, the 
Internment, is signi�cant and well documented in the Langham 
Museum. Hosting the free press New Canadian during a black mark 
in Canadian history, it is a story worth telling. 

JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR �1942�49�

Nelson Ranch 
A two-acre internment site was established on Nelson Ranch, along the 
northeast boundary of New Denver. The site contained a barn that was 
converted to a men’s 
dormitory and had 
fruit trees and a 
large vegetable 
garden. The site’s 
proximity to New 
Denver enabled its 
residents to access 
shops and schools.

Harris Ranch  
Internment population: 50 elderly men 

Harris Ranch was a 60-acre site located two 
kilometres south of New Denver, leased by the 
BCSC from local resident, J.C. Harris. Some 23 
shacks, an ofuro (Japanese bathhouse) and 
outhouses were built, but water was not piped 
to the houses until the summer of 1943. It was 
also the site of the “Old Bachelor Home,” where 
the BCSC housed about 50 elderly men. The 
families at Harris Ranch had some 27 acres under 
cultivation, but the plots were deemed too small 
for commercial enterprise. In general, Harris 
Ranch was picturesque, but located too far away 
from schools and shopping in town. J.C. Harris, who remained in the area, publicly 
said that the Japanese Canadians had “many noble qualities that would eventually 
enrich Canada’s life”. 

Generally, the community in New Denver 
was opposed to the government’s poor 
treatment of the Japanese Canadians 
interned in the area. With respect to the 
Government’s ultimatum “Go East of 
the Rockies or “repatriate’ to Japan”, the 
people of New Denver protested this 
violation of civil rights. The Women’s 
Institute sent a telegram to Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King objecting to 
“the repeated uprooting of the Japanese 
Canadians”, some for the third and 
fourth time, and requested they be 
compensated for property losses. It 
called the government’s policy “neither 

democratic, Christian nor consistent with war aims”. J.C. Harris, the group’s 
secretary, told Labour Minister Humphrey Mitchell, “We have found them to be 
friendly and desirable neighbours.” 

Sandon Internment Camp  
Internment population: 933

Sandon is in an isolated valley east of New Denver. During the war, it could only be 
reached by a treacherous 14-kilometre road that was often blocked by rockslides. 
Situated between two mountains in a narrow, wet, dark valley, it was known as 
the “Sunless City”. An abandoned silver mine town, with a population of only 

about 20 in 1942, Sandon 
once again came to life by 
November of that year, when 
933 Japanese Canadians 
were sent here to live. Some 
55 buildings were built or 
renovated, bathhouses were 
installed, and 13 acres of 
land was leased for growing 
vegetables. Employment was 
scarce, but most people who 
relocated here were elderly. 
The Sandon school, which 
opened in December 1942, 
was the second to open 
within the internment camps 
in the area. Sandon was the 
�rst internment camp to be 
closed by the BCSC in 1944 
when the leases expired. 

Rosebery Internment Camp  
Internment population: 365

Rosebery camp was located about four kilometres 
north of New Denver. 365 Japanese Canadians,  
mostly Japanese nationals, lived in this camp. Of all 
the camps, it had the smallest number of children in 
school – only 100. Nevertheless, the United Church 
Women’s Missionary Society made sure that education 
reached the children living in Rosebery. Conditions, 
especially in the winter were extremely harsh with 
no electricity and almost no insulation. One little girl 
recalls her mother saying not to move in the morning 
because their bedding was frozen onto the sheet of ice 
on the wall.

New Denver Area Internment Camps 
The New Denver camp was particularly important in the history of the Japanese Canadian Internment, because it was the BC Security Commission (BCSC)’s administrative 
center for the camp system in the BC Interior. From this base, the BCSC oversaw its representatives and programs in other camps for which it was responsible. Their o�ces 
were in the former Bank of Montreal building downtown – today this is the Silvery Slocan Museum. The camps in New Denver included the Nelson Ranch, as well as some 
leased private homes throughout the community and the Orchard area south of the creek. The Harris Ranch, Sandon, and Rosebery camps were also situated close by. 

The Orchard Camp  
Internment population: 1,600 

Under the BCSC plan, a total of 275 
identical tar paper shacks were built 
in the Orchard – a large parcel of land 
south of Carpenter Creek, formerly 
used to grow fruit and vegetables. 
Japanese Canadian internees were 
paid meagre wages to build the shacks 
and later to build the Sanatorium 
nearby to house internees with 
tuberculosis. The �rst internees arrived 
on May 21, 1942; approximately 1,600 
people were interned in the New 
Denver Orchard camp at its peak. 

New Denver internees were primarily widows with young children, the elderly, the 
disabled or sick who were unable to work and support themselves, or families of 
patients at the Sanatorium. Despite the harsh conditions amidst the grand natural 
beauty, the Internees made great e�orts to build community life, ensuring their 
children went to school, putting on community events such as sports, teas, and 
community celebrations. Despite the upheaval of uprooting, education was always 
a priority for the newcomers. The “Orchard” Elementary School and Lakeview 
Collegiate High School were run by the United Church. Notre Dame des Anges 
High School was operated by the Catholic nuns of Quebec. Though most Japanese 
Canadian students were not Catholic, they were not obliged to take the religious 
classes, and they were grateful for the chance to obtain a higher education. 

New Denver di�ered from other 
camps because of the Sanatorium 
facility located at the south end 
of the Village of New Denver, 
facing Slocan Lake. The facility was 
intended to show how well Canada 
was treating its Japanese civilians, 

in the hope that Canadian prisoners of war would be similarly treated. In 1943, 
100 internees with tuberculosis were transferred to the Sanatorium by train from 
Hastings Park in Vancouver. Others followed, bringing the total number of patients 
to 110. Today, the original Sanatorium building is part of the Slocan Community 
Health Centre. Dr. Matsuburo Uchida looked after Sanatorium patients, as well as 
2,500 internees in New Denver and Rosebery. He also attended the Slocan 

The Orchard Camp in New Denver NNM 1995-139-1-4

Community Hospital and set up a medical clinic 
in New Denver to look after both the Japanese 
Canadians and locals. Dr. Kumagai was the 
dentist and Henry Naruse was the optometrist.

At the beginning of 1947, the government began 
the second forced uprooting, issuing deportation 
orders to Japan or to relocate east of the Rockies. 
New Denver then became a holding area for 
internees sent here from other closed camps. It 

was the last internment camp to be closed in 1957. 
Following the closure of the camp, the dwellings in the Orchard were rearranged in 
a standard city block layout. In 1960, the Provincial Government deeded the homes 
and lots to the Japanese Canadian residents who remained in New Denver after the 
Internment ended. 

The New Denver Orchard is the only internment 
camp where a visible reminder of the Internment 
is still starkly evident. The Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre, a National Historic Site, is 
located in the heart of the Orchard and includes 
some of the original buildings, period artifacts, 
interpretive displays, and the Heiwa Teien garden 
– all chronicling this extraordinary episode in 
Canadian history. Other historic places within the 
community, such as the Kohan Re�ection Garden 
and Turner Memorial United Church, serve as 
reminders of the impact of the Internment on 
the community – a meaningful legacy that lives 
on today.

PTA Conference photo in Rosebery NNM 1995-142-1-5

Portrait of Kimoto Family in Rosebery NNM 2012-11-554Boy on Tricycle NNM 2012-11-560

Children in New Denver NNM 2012-29-2-2-47

Hospital sta� and Delivery Cash Service Stores 
NNM 2010-23-2-4-574

Group portrait of girls 
in kimonos, New Denver 
NNM 2012-10-1-4-11

New Denver Wolves Baseball Team NNM 1992-24-a-b

High School Class with teacher Miss Remple 
NNM 2016-18-1-2-112

Portrait of Basil Izumi at Nelson Ranch NNM 2012-29-2-2-23

Patients at New Denver Sanatorium 
NNM 2012-10-1-2-59

New Denver Sanatorium and only road to Harris Ranch, NNM 1992-32-19 Reception tea for Mr. and Mrs. Sato in New Denver NNM 2012-10-1-2-62

Harris Ranch Old Man Camp NNM 2012-29-2-2-33

Photo of Harris Ranch NNM 1992-32-20 Sandon Baseball game NNM 1993-34-11Overhead view of Sandon NNM 1993-34-8

Map of Sandon NNM 1995-129-1-4

Japanese Internees arrive in New Denver NNM 1994.69.4.16

Highway Legacy Sign Project.



34  Japanese Canadian Internment Sites
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Slocan Extension Internment Sites:  Slocan City, Bayfarm, Popo�, Lemon Creek

JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR �1942�49�

Slocan City Arrival, Slocan City, BC  c. 1942.   NNM 2010.23.2.4.764

Townsite of Lemon Creek Shacks with mountains in background  1943.   NNM 1994.62.2 

Popo� tents; Slocan, BC  c. 1942  NNM  1994-63-1

A Group Portrait of Mess Number Five Crew; Popo�, BC Feb. 14, 1943.  NNM   2012.11.393

May Day Queen; Lemon Creek, BC 1946.  NNM 2010.23.2.4.1

A Group Portrait of Three Women, Three Men, and a Toddler in front of the RW Gardiner 
General Merchant Store; Popo�, BC  c. 1946  NNM  2013-34-1-33

Mrs. Take Akiyama carrying water; Lemon Creek, BC 1943.  Mrs. Take Akiyama, (a teacher at Lemon Creek) 
carrying water in a pail. On either side of her are rows of internment houses.  NNM 1996-182-1-2

 A Lemon Creek Junior, Intermediate and Senior Class Portrait; Lemon Creek, BC 1946   NNM  2013.9.1.1 Mr. Tsukasa, Kunio Kay Higashi, Mr. Goto playing cardboard violins at a Christmas concert, Popo�, BC  1945.   
NNM  1994.65.3.10

Tsuru Ohara, her daughters and grandchildren in Lemon Creek c. 1945 NNM 2001.7.2.1.9

Slocan Repatriation, Slocan City, BC 1945.  NNM 2012-11-74

The Town of Bay Farm; Bay Farm, BC c. 1944.  NNM 2012.11.441

Repatriation to Japan, Slocan, BC 1946.  NNM 1996.178.1.33

Four internment camps were established on land leased by the British Columbia Security Commission (BCSC) in the Slocan Extension area:  Slocan City, Bayfarm, Popo� 
and Lemon Creek.   This leased land consisted of nearly 600 acres, made up of orchards, wild and cleared land intended for housing and gardens for food production.  This 
grouping of camps in the Slocan area housed a total of 4,814 residents, the largest number of Japanese Canadians gathered in one area during the Internment.

Each camp had its own speci�c character but generally followed the same plan.   Slocan City was the only camp to have preexisting buildings.   At Lemon Creek, Bayfarm, 
and Popo�, the BC Security Commission leased �elds from local Slocan Valley residents and employed Japanese Canadian men to build rows of temporary shacks, approxi-
mately 4 by 7 metres in size.  Each shack housed as many as eight persons and often two families.  Curtains divided the three sections of the shack:  two bedrooms; a 
common living area; and kitchen area space. 

Situated on the southern tip of Slocan Lake, Slocan City and the Slocan City Train 
Station became a well-used train hub, �rst as an unloading station for Internees to the 
Slocan area arriving from the coast in 1942.   By the end of 1942, Slocan City housed 595 
Japanese Canadians in the camp area.  They lived in abandoned hotels, buildings, and 
mine houses.   Again in 1945-46, the Slocan City Train Station became a major train 
departure depot for those who were exiled during  “the second forced uprooting“ east 
of the Rockies or deportation to Japan. 

Drawing on their resourcefulness, the community worked to provide services that 
ranged from medical care at a small basic hospital to getting hair perms at a Japanese 
Canadian operated hair salon.   In such a remote location, even to have cremation done 
(the traditional Buddhist practice of many Japanese Canadians), was a big task to 
organize and execute.    Cremation was done by the community at the Slocan 
Cemetery.   The Slocan Buddhist Mission Society erected a monument to commemorate 
the deceased who were cremated at this cemetery.   The present day Slocan Valley 
community restored these monuments which can be seen today.  One of the welcome 
distractions from camp life included hiking up Mickey’s Blu� to see the town and its 
surroundings.

1,376 Japanese Canadians lived in the Bay Farm Internment Camp.  
Initially the BC Security Commission set up World War One era 
military tents as housing for arriving families. The internment 
workforce later built the standard shacks for interned families.  Key 
sites in this camp included the children’s ski hill, Taishoda’s 
Drugstore, Albright’s Meat Market and Hurst’s Grocery Store.  
Environmentalist David Suzuki and writer Joy Kogawa attended the 
same class at the time at Pine Crescent Elementary School.

The BC Security Commission leased the farm of the Popo� family 
to create this camp housing 1,000 Japanese Canadians.  This camp 
functioned as an initial holding ground for new internees arriving 
from the coast.  They moved into military tents, sometimes 
spending a few weeks in tents surrounded by snow.  The 
internment workforce built small family shacks, large dormitories 
and a school. The large dormitories were made for work crews and 
were later adapted for the elderly, bachelors, and single people.   
One can see a remaining crop of fuki or butterbur (stalk vegetable 
close to the celery family) on the north side of the property from 
the highway, the only remaining hint that a small community 
lived on this land.

Slocan City
Internment population: 595

The BC Security Commission leased land from the local Anderson family to 
create the Lemon Creek Internment camp.   It reached a population peak of 
1860 residents in December of 1942.   Lemon Creek had a United Church, a 
Buddhist Temple, and three stores, evidence of how well-developed and 
functional a community it became.   Even the streets were given names such as 
Elm, Holly and Gilead.   This shows a level of sophistication and organization of 
the community and also how ‘Canadianized’ the residents were.   

Lemon Creek

Continuing to educate their children and going to church/temple were the 
building blocks to rebuilding community life.   As Japanese Canadian children 
were prohibited from attending local ‘white’ public schools, the communities 
initiated the building of schools.  Teachers included Christian missionaries, war 
resisters from the East Coast, and young freshly graduated Japanese Canadian 
highschool grads.  Communities built Christian churches and Buddhist temples 
which functioned as community halls, where social and community gatherings 
were held.   

Education

Community members also put on community and recreational 
activities.   Cooking or baking classes and culture training like 
ikebana were conducted as well as festive community parades like 
May Day Celebrations where May Day Queens were chosen.  
Performing artists produced talent shows.   And for fun as well as 
community building, some famous Asahi baseball players headed 
up baseball teams in each camp and ran a Kootenay Internment 
area baseball tournament.   In the winter, there was simple hockey 
on homemade ice outside.   Internees worked hard not just to 
survive but to thrive in these challenging conditions.   

Community Life

Internment population: 1,860

Bayfarm  
Internment population: 1,376

Popo�
Internment population: 1,000

From top left: Keiko (Kay) Yamashita (nee Orida), May Queen Meiko 
Bando (nee Suyama), previous year's May Queen Kikuye (Kay) Komori 
(nee Mochizuki). In the front row on the left is Eiko Suematsu (nee 
Shimizu).  The young girl standing behind Eiko is Kuniko (Nancy) 
Morishita. They all stand on what appears to be a �oat. Standing below 
them is Kaz Ide (male). 

A Portrait of Shigeo Sakauye; Popo�?, BC  c. 1944

Women from the Ikebana club arranging Ikebana in Lemon Creek c. 1945  NNM 2001.7.2.1.5

Shigeo Sakuye, a young man wearing shin 
pads and ice skates to play hockey on a 
frozen pond.  He is smoking a cigarette and 
holding a goalie hockey stick.   NNM 
2012.11.534

In the spring of 1945, the federal government moved to expel most Japanese Canadians from British Columbia.   Still regarded with suspicion by the federal government 
and in light of lingering racist sentiment in BC, Internees were given the option to either move east of the Rockies or face “deportation” to Japan, a country many Nisei 
(second generation Japanese Canadian) children had never seen.   Initially 81% of Lemon Creek residents chose to relocate to Japan.  However many internees later 
reconsidered after learning of the devastating living conditions in worn torn Japan.   Many chose to move east of the Rockies and were dispersed across central and eastern 
Canada.
 

The shacks were of the most rudimentary form of shelter for the Internees and their families.   They were by no means built to deal with the harsh cold winters.   With no electricity or 
running water, families used kerosene lamps for light after sundown and water was pumped from outdoor spigots.   Residents shared outhouses and public Japanese style baths 
which they themselves built.   A potbelly wood stove provided some measure of heating.  However, there was little or no insulation.  Furthermore, the shiplap green lumber (freshly 
cut wood not yet dried out) used to hastily build the shacks shrunk during the �rst winter leaving large gaps between the wood.  In the winters, the Internees would wake up to see 
icicles formed on the inside of the walls. 

Despite encountering harsh conditions, the Internees worked hard to build a life in the camps for their families, children and community, achieving a high level of organization and 
infrastructure.  At the beginning of the Internment, these were especially tough conditions.   Doukhobor farmers living in the surrounding area of Perry Siding helped out the exiled 
Japanese Canadians and sold them vegetables from their horse drawn wagons.  The Internees later grew vegetable and �ower gardens to grow their own food.  

Tsuru Ohara, her daughters and grandchildren in Lemon Creek c. 1945 NNM 2001.7.2.1.9

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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Minto Mine 
Internment population: 325

The former township of Minto Mine 
was once a thriving mining town that 
yielded one million dollars worth of 
gold at its peak operation in the late 
1930s. Unfortunately, by 1940 the 
mine was no longer producing, and 
the e�ects of war caused the former 
population of almost 800 to dwindle to 

next to nothing. Originally designed as a model mining townsite, Minto 
had neat rows of houses, a hotel, a post o�ce and stores, rodeo grounds, 
and a baseball diamond. This ghost town had the ideal infrastructure 
to become a self-supporting internment site when the government 
imposed internment on the Japanese Canadians of British Columbia in 
1942.

About 25 Japanese Canadian families were relocated to Minto Mine, 
and ordered to live in the empty miners’ houses. Most internees came 
from urban and �shing communities in the Lower Mainland and on 
Vancouver Island, such as the Powell Street, Kitsilano, Grandview, 
and Marpole neighbourhoods in Vancouver, and Steveston, Prince 

Rupert, Chemainus, and Cumberland. Although the 
internees at Minto Mine had electricity and indoor 
plumbing, unlike their counterparts at most other 
internment locations around the province, they 
still experienced challenging conditions. Minto was 
perhaps the most isolated and remote internment 
location, and the cultural and climatic shocks of 
being forced to relocate from an urban area to the 
almost deserted ghost town in the mountains were 
traumatic. 

Internees at this self-supporting site were allowed 
to work in local industries such as logging, sawmilling and 
trucking to supplement their savings from their pre-war lives. 
Internees also looked for ways to make their lives as normal 
as possible. People tended �ower and vegetable gardens 
around the former miners’ homes they occupied, and sold 
their produce at markets in the nearby towns of Gold Bridge, 
Pioneer, and Bralorne.

In 1945, after the war ended, the sawmill in Minto burned down, and some 
internee families moved to Devine where they worked in a sawmill cookhouse 
and store for many years. By the 1950s, the future of the town of Minto was 
threatened by �ooding related to the completion of the nearby Bridge River 
Power Project. In 1958 the waters of the Carpenter Lake reservoir swallowed 
Bridge River Valley and the township of Minto vanished into history. Whatever 
remained of the former mining town and internment site now lies at the 
bottom of the lake.

Bridge River 
Internment population: 269

The community of Shalalth was formerly known as Bridge River. During the war 
it was the location of a self-supporting internment site for Japanese Canadians. 
This site is a key example of how governments of the day used the imprisonment 
of Japanese Canadians to revitalize depressed or underutilized towns and 
infrastructure throughout the province. A thriving model company town 
established by the B.C. Electric Company in the 1920s, Bridge River was essentially a 
ghost town by the 1930s when the hydroelectric project there was abandoned.  The 
former town site had cottages, a hotel, a hospital, a community hall, and sporting 
facilities that were deemed ideal to house self-supporting Japanese Canadian 
internees during the war.

Unlike other sites, Bridge River’s internment housing had electricity and indoor 
plumbing, making it one of the more comfortable internment locations. However, 
this did not mean that the Bridge River internees enjoyed luxuries or bene�ts that 
were denied to internees at other sites. There was no sense of social, political, or 
personal freedom for the people living in any of these places. Internees were not 
permitted to travel to Lillooet without a permit from the BCSC and a stamp from the 
BC Police in Lillooet. Japanese Nationals also had to report to the BCSC supervisor 
once a month to have their parole papers stamped.

The continuity of education, social groups, and cultural activities was important 
to the Japanese Canadians living in the camps, so community organizers brought  
these activities into camp life. In particular, the Bridge River and Minto sites were 
managed by a committee of three men:  Etsuji Morii from Minto, and Ippei Nishio 
and Asajiro Nishiguchi from Bridge River, who were instrumental in helping to 
bring as many social, medical, and educational services to the camps as possible. 

Camp residents even had to provide schooling for their own children, as Japanese 
Canadian children were not permitted to attend local schools.

Bridge River was also the centre for medical care for internees in this area. The 
once-abandoned hospital became the home of Dr. Masajiro Miyazaki and dentist 
Dr. Fujiwara and their families. Together they looked after the medical needs of the 
internees, and their practices soon expanded to include the care of the First Nations 
community at the nearby Bridge River reserve. Both men were admired as leaders 
in their community. Dr. Miyazaki eventually moved his practice to Lillooet, and lived 
there until 1983. 

A miniature concrete and glass castle that still stands near the Bridge River Public 
Library is a reminder of the sense of community that people living in this camp 
had, despite their hardships. Built during the internment by Dr. Fujiwara and his 
son Alan, this castle remains as a symbol that equality among the races needs 
continuous advocacy and safeguarding.

McGillivray Falls 
Internment population: 70

McGillivray Falls was an anomaly in the group of self-supporting 
internment camps located in this region. In 1942, the BC Security 
Commission ordered the evacuation of 22,000 Japanese Canadians 
from the 100-mile (approximately 160 km) Restricted Zone along 
the coast of the province. McGillivray Falls was located just inside 
the Restricted Zone, but because of its isolation and the lack of road 
access, it was not considered a security risk.

Formerly a railway resort, McGillivray Falls had a lodge and cabins 
that were deemed suitable for internees. A nearby sawmill, owned 
by Frank Devine, provided employment for internees, who sought 
to supplement their savings in order to sustain their families 
through internment. Life in this site was restricted; internees were 
not allowed to have �shing rods or lines of any kind, but some 
people were able to make �shing lures out of old jam cans to catch �sh to add to 
their diets. Some people, like the Nishimura family who lived in the lodge, learned 
how to run the generator for electricity, which was considered a luxury for most 

internees across the province. At McGillivray Falls, much like at other internment 
locations, internees found innovative ways to turn hardships into opportunities, 
and retain a sense of normalcy in their lives which had been torn apart by the 
forced relocation of the Second World War.

Taylor Lake  
Internment population: 180 

Taylor Lake, located in the Cariboo, was 
the largest of the ‘industrial projects’ 
authorized by the BCSC.  Japanese 
Canadian families wishing to stay 
together and could choose Taylor Lake 
were able to work at the Sorg Pulp and 
Paper Company.  The logging camp had 
bunkhouses, a cookhouse and a railway 
siding on the PGE line.  George Uyehara 
was appointed supervisor, to look after 
the interests of the community and 
act as liaison to the BCSC.  He lobbied 
for education for the children, and as a 

result the community built a two room 
schoolhouse.  Fred Okimura helped 
Chitose Uchida, principal of the school.  

Originally the site had no name, but 
because the nearby Taylor Lake railway 
siding was built by a nisei (second 
generation Japanese Canadian) 
construction gang, it soon became 
known as Taylor Lake siding.  The weekly 
train stopped to unload mail and 
provisions on its way to Quesnel.  The 
Haya family lived in the log house; Mrs. 
Haya was the cook for the camp, Mr. Haya 
was the mechanical engineer, and the children stripped wood of bark for piecemeal 
funds.  Other families in the camp lived in tarpaper shacks.  Taylor lake camp closed 
in 1945, and many families moved to East Lillooet camp.  

Nagai families, Taylor Lake, 1944     NNM 2001-5-1-9-33

Bridge River Self Supporting Internment Camp, 1942     NNM 2018-6-2-2-1

Bridge River Internees, 1942    NNM 2018-6-2-2-21Bridge River Internees at train station, 1942   NNM 2018-6-2-2-24

Tosh Yoshinaku driving tractor in Minto, 1945  NNM 2010-23-2-4-116

Children of Taylor Lake Internment camp, 1944    
NNM 2013-72-1-1-38

Self-Supporting Internment Camps 
While it may have seemed that relocation to a self-supporting site was a step above 
work camps or internment camps, life in these places wasn’t without its challenges.

During the internment years, the East Lillooet area was remote and di�cult to get to. 
Internees were sent here via steamship from Vancouver to Squamish, then by Paci�c 
Great Eastern Railway (PGE) to Lillooet. For those sent to Bridge River and Minto, the 
road was rough and winding, and access to McGillivray Falls was by boat. The sense 
of disconnection from the homes and communities they had known on the Coast 
was often overwhelming.

At times, other Japanese Canadians referred to the self-supporting internees as 
‘Okanemochi’, meaning people with lots of money. While some wealthier families 
were relocated to these camps, other families had meager savings that were barely 
enough to sustain them from year to year. In 1942, internee Fukujiro Koyama said 
“As the summer wore on, the food supplies that were brought with us dwindled to 
nothing. Sugar was rationed, soy sauce was diluted �ve to six times to make it last 
as long as possible. There wasn’t a soul who was wearing a decent pair of shoes 
anymore. Every person scrimped and saved as no one knew when this would end.”

Emiko and Matsu Furukawa in their garden in 
Minto, 1943    NNM 2012-10-1-2-16 

Katsumi Morikawa and friend logging, Taylor Lake BC,  
1943    NNM 1994-83-2

Mr. Sakamoto’s home in Minto, 1944   NNM 2010-23-2-4-564

Itani, Tateishi, Mizuyabu, Horii, Ishii, Tsuyuki hoeing at Fountain Ranch, 1943  NNM 1995-140-3

The Kariatsumari family East Lillooet, 1943  NNM 1995-134-1-5

East Lillooet Camp  NNM 1994-52-22

Spanish Consul with children in East Lillooet 
camp, ca. 1943  NNM 1994-52-7

Tomato Cannery, East Lillooet, 1943   NNM 1992-28-1

East Lillooet 
Internment population: 309

The self-supporting camp in East Lillooet was situated on 40 acres of land 
on the banks of the Fraser River. As with other internment sites, the BC 
Security Commission (BCSC) leased the land from local landowners. In this 
case, the Palmer family entered into an agreement allowing their land to 
ultimately become the location for 309 persons of Japanese descent to be 
held during the war years.  

The �rst internees arrived in East Lillooet in 1942. Most were from the 
communities of Haney, Hammond, and Vancouver in the Lower Mainland. 
It was the responsibility of the early arrivals to construct 62 standard 
tarpaper shacks, a series of �umes to carry water from the Fraser River, 
and a fence around the perimeter of the camp. The camp was organized 

into two sections, with internees from Vancouver to the south, and the farmers from Haney 
and Hammond to the north.

Conditions in the camp were often harsh and barely tolerable. As in other camps around 
the province, the tarpaper shacks where the internees were forced to live had no insulation, 
electricity, or indoor plumbing. In East Lillooet, �rewood for heating was often scarce, 
and in the winter of 1942 temperatures dropped to record lows. Icicles formed inside the 
shacks, and snow and icy winds came through the cracks and gaps in the green wood that 
had been used to build them.

Internees experienced a sense of hopelessness and discrimination due to the isolation and 
physical conditions of the East Lillooet camp. They were not allowed to cross the bridge 
into the town of Lillooet without a permit from the RCMP, which limited their ability to do 
even simple activities like shopping and banking. As a result, internees sought to create 
a sense of community within the camp itself and a community group called the “Lillooet 
Japanese Self Supporting Community” was formed. They built a school and community 
garden, and worked to look after the general welfare of the camp’s population.  

While most of the internment camps throughout the province closed in 1945-46, 
East Lillooet remained intact until 1949, receiving internees from other camps who 
needed a home while awaiting permanent places to live.  

McGillivray Falls April 4, 1943 
JCCC 2001-5-70

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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Yard Creek 
Frank Moritsugu’s father, a Japanese National was one of the �rst to be sent to work 
on the Yellowhead-Blue River highway project road camp. Frank, the oldest son, had 
to stay home in Kitsilano to look after the family until he was also ordered to work 
at Yard Creek. He remembers married men sobbing silently on the train on the way 
to camp. Frank began living at Cambie railway siding along with his brother Ken for 
three months until the Yard Creek camp was built. The Finnish farmers in the area had 
a sauna and before the Japanese bath was built at the camp, they would pay 25 cents 
to go into the sauna once a week. The camp consisted of bunkhouses with 54 bunk 
beds, mess hall with kitchen, sta� houses for the Caucasians, sheds for garage and 
equipment, a meat house and a Japanese bathhouse. Baseball teams in Yard Creek 
were the Thunderbirds who won 
all games against the Mosquitoes 
and the Hot Lips. Frank was 
sponsored by the New Canadian 
newspaper in Kaslo, and left camp 
to work there, contributing to the 
only nikkei newspaper allowed to 
print during the war years, a much 
anticipated newspaper in all the 
camps. Malakwa Station was the 
closest to Yard Creek camp. 

Gri�n Lake 
Tsutomu Stony Nakano, was called to Hastings Park where he stayed for a week before 
being exiled to Gri�n Lake with his three brothers on about May 20, 1942. There were 
about 50 people at this new camp. “We were cutting bushes and trees to straighten 
the Trans Canada highway, to make it safer for driving”. They used crosscut saws and 
double bladed axes for falling trees. They went by taxi to Revelstoke once a month for 

fun. On their �rst visit 
they were told by the 
foreman to stop a train 
to get there, but they 
“got heck” for doing 
that. Gri�n Lake camp 
was the last to be 
closed in 1944, as men 
found better work 
conditions elsewhere. 

Solsqua 
Initially, there was much unrest in the camp due to poor food quality, pay 
disputes, poor water quality, and complaints from a local merchant in 
Sicamous that men in the camps were not following sugar rationing. The RCMP 
were called and took away three men who were vocal about these complaints, 
and at the same time, the timekeeper quit once the irregularities with pay 
was revealed. The Director of the Surveys and Engineering of the Department 
of Mines and Resources then asked 
the mail censor to hold any letters 
coming out of the Solsqua camp so 
as not to in�ate the situation with the 
Nisei Mass Evacuation Group, and not 
reach the media.  
The NMEG were mostly Canadian 
born and a group who protested the 
split up of families, many of them 
ended up in POW camp, namely 
Angler in Ontario. 

Three Valley Gap 
With pride and nostalgia, the men 
in this camp constructed a �ower 
garden, a torii (Shinto shrine) 
archway, a niju bashi (twin arched 
bridge) and vegetable garden which 
was so abundant; they could send 
produce to other camps. They also 
built a nihon buro (Japanese bath) for 
all to rest, restore and enjoy. A famed 
Asahi baseball team player, Eddie 
Nakamura contributed to a good 
baseball team at Three Valley Gap, 
as baseball was very popular and 
competitive in the camps. 

THE ROAD CAMPS
In January of 1942, male Japanese Nationals 
between the ages of 18-45 were ordered to leave 
the 100 mile restricted zone set up by the federal 
government under the War Measures Act. The 
Order in Council declared that “no enemy aliens 
may enter, leave or return to the area except 
by permission of the RCMP.” Another Order in 
Council in February set up the four 
major road building camps in B.C., 
Alberta and Ontario: the Hope-
Princeton Highway; the Revelstoke-
Sicamous Highway; the Blue River-

Yellowhead Highway in B.C.; and the Jack�sh-Schreiber Road camp 
in Ontario. The three Trans-Canada Highway road building projects 
in B.C. were deemed to be a priority for national security. 

Japanese Nationals were considered by the authorities to be loyal 
to Japan and therefore most at risk to National security. The �rst 

group of 100 Nationals left Vancouver on February 24, 1942, a vanguard of some 
1,700 that were to follow to the road building camps. They were housed in railway 
cars on sidings until the snow melted and they were able to build bunkhouses for 
hundreds who would follow. If they protested the separation from families and 
refused to work, they were arrested and sent to POW camps in Ontario. Isolated 
from family and community, the men su�ered from poor morale as the months 
dragged on into years of exile. A portion of funds they earned from working in the 

camps was used to pay for the 
internment of their families in 
the camps. Within a month, 
naturalized and Canadian born 
men were also ordered to 
build road camps. 

A group of men arriving at Malakwa railway 
station to work at Revelstoke Sicamous road 
camp, 1942. JCCC 2001-3-168. 

Digger and blast on road works at Gri�n Lake section, 1943. 
Photo courtesy of Yukio Ode. 

Road camp workers at Gri�n Lake road camp 1942. NNM 2013-57-2-3-11.

Japanese Canadian �oat, Dominion Day celebration July 1, 1949, Revelstoke. NNM 1992-4-3.

Richard Nishino at opening of North Fork tent ca. 1942.  Photo courtesy 
of Richard Nishino.

Richard Nishino and others at North Fork road camp 1942.   
Photos courtesy of Richard Nishino.

Road camp workers on day o� in Revelstoke ca. 1943. 
Photo courtesy of Stony Nakano.

CPR gang in Armstrong 1940 with Kunitaro Hashimoto and others. Courtesy of Hasimoto family.Front loading bucket shovel in Taft road camp, 1943. JCCC 2014-02-10-05. Hisashi Yano and friend seated in Japanese garden with torii , Three Valley Gap BC, 1943. NNM 2013-57-2-3-7. Solsqua road camp site on Eagle Creek, 1942.  
Photo courtesy of Eiichi Nagao. 

Men arriving at Solsqua Station, 1942. Photo courtesy Eiichi Nagao.

Solsqua road camp All Star baseball team, 1943. JCCC 2014-02-06-33. 

Five men in Japanese bath house, Yard Creek, 1943. JCCC 2001-9-128 

Men working at Yard Creek road camp ca. 1942. 
Photo courtesy of Frank Moritsugu.

Bunkhouse of Taft Road camp workers, Taft BC, ca. 1943. JCCC 2014-02-10-04.

Wood gang at Taft road camp, Taft BC, ca. 1942.  
Photo courtesy of Jan Nobuto.

Eddie Nakamura, former Asahi baseball player,  
chopping wood at Three Valley Gap, 1943. 
NNM 2012-10-1-2-49.

Japanese garden and torii  at Three Valley 
Gap road camp, 1943. JCCC 2014-02-11-0.

Solsqua work camp. Dawn Miike Collection at the JCCC in Toronto. JCCC 2014.02.010.75.

North Fork 
North Fork, a tent camp near Craigellachie station, was closed by the end of July 
1942 and the men were transferred to Gri�n Lake. Susumu Nishino, aged 25, and 
his two brothers refused to work. They did not have any clothing appropriate for the 
cold winter and were aware that there would be a lot of snow by the fall and winter. 
They were arrested and sent to Vancouver under RCMP guard to be housed at the 
Immigration Building until they could board a train to the POW camp at Angler in 
Ontario. On their way, they stopped overnight in Revelstoke and had to sleep in the 

RCMP cells. They remember that the Mounties 
were having a loud party that night, and so they 
didn’t have a good night’s sleep. 

Taft 
About one third of the 500 men ended 
up at Taft. The camp was located 1.5 
miles away from the railway station, 
near a stream abundant with trout, 
had new bunkhouses and a mess 
hall. They were allowed cameras and 
walked to Three Valley Camp, eleven 
miles away to take photos. A clash with 
the timekeeper resulted in four men 
being interned as POWs. A committee 
was formed to promote cooperation, 
good morale, and high spirits in the 
camp. One resident took to writing haiku (Japanese poetry) – “Onnanashi sakenashi 
tada manzanno midorikana” (no women, no wine, only fully green mountains). 

REVELSTOKE-SICAMOUS HIGHWAY 
The Revelstoke-Sicamous road camp project consisted of six camps: Solsqua; 
Yard Creek; North Fork; Taft; Gri�n Lake; and Three Valley Gap. The camps 
were manned by about 500 men who were either naturalized Canadians or 
Canadian born. The local people in Revelstoke objected to Japanese Nationals 
working near the railroad in the Revelstoke section of the road camps. During 
the two years and four months that the men worked on the highway, the 
men had improved, aligned and reconstructed various sections of 44.5 miles 
of the Trans-Canada Highway westward from Revelstoke. It was the �rst 
of the road camps to be closed as the men either were reunited with their 
families or found work that paid better than the 20 cents per day. At times low 
morale, due to harsh work conditions and bouts of dysentery, resulted in work 
stoppages and protests. 

The Engineer in charge of the road camps was based in Revelstoke, and he 
was directly responsible for the morale, the work, the conditions, quelling any 
protests, responding to any complaints and the general administration of the 
project. When the men were �nally allowed to visit their families in spring of 
1943, he organized and issued permits for a two-week leave. 

The Revelstoke-Sicamous camps formed teams of baseball, hockey and, in 
some occasions, basketball. The Revelstoke Review reported on the camps’ 
hockey all star team – “The Japanese boys who have given local teams �rst 
class competition this winter have been noted for their clean demonstrations, 
and this game was no exception.” When they weren’t working, the men could 
be found listening to 78 rpm recordings, playing poker or soaking in the nihon 
buro, a Japanese bath.

REVELSTOKE CITY
When the war broke out, the few Japanese Canadian families living in 
Revelstoke at the time were mostly una�ected. However, male workers 
of Japanese descent were taken o� the railroad as a precaution (fear of 
sabotage) and many were left jobless, and homeless. Kunitaro Hashimoto, 
who had worked for the CPR in Revelstoke for many years, was let go. In 
June of 1942, he was put in charge of a group of 17 ‘Extra Gang’ labourers 
recruited from the road camps to maintain the railroad for the CPR between 
Kamloops and Field. 

Several families came to Revelstoke during the war and settled just  
outside of the city limits instead of being sent to internment camps.  
One of these families was the Wakita family, who ended up having 
businesses in Revelstoke after the war. The city council would not allow 
any of the Japanese families to settle within the city limits, so there were 
several areas outside of the city limits where Japanese families could take 
up residence, including Big Eddy, on the west side of the Columbia River, 
and the Southside neighbourhood. The only Japanese person allowed to 
live within the city was Reverand Nomoto, a United Church minister who 
came to Revelstoke from Steveston. He ministered to local families and to 
the men in the work camps. 

After the war, when some 
internment camps were 
closed and the second forced 
uprooting was moving people 
eastwards, more Japanese 
families settled in Revelstoke 
and established an active 
community. Many nikkei 
graduated from Revelstoke 
High School. Cultural and social gatherings were very important to the 
community. Japanese Canadian Citizens Association picnics were held in 
the summer, and the annual Canada Day parade was held, with kimono 
clad girls and a traditionally decorated �oat. There was always a Christmas 
party with a Santa for the little kids and Mochitsuki was a community get-
together for all families on New Year’s. 

Staples, such as rice and miso, were shipped in from outside sources. In the 
50s, relatives in Steveston shipped �sh in boxes of rock salt. Many families 
raised chickens for eggs and meat during the resettlement time. There were 
several other immigrant families in Revelstoke – even a small Chinatown and 
a large Italian community in the early 50s. 
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Historical Overview 
Decades of discriminatory and racist policies against 
Japanese Canadians in British Columbia came to a head 
on December 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor was bombed 
and Canada declared war on Imperial Japan. Citing an 
issue of national security and encouraged by many British 
Columbian politicians and racist groups who resented 
the hard-won economic success of Japanese Canadians, 
the federal Government forcibly removed nearly 22,000 
persons of Japanese ancestry outside a 100-mile 
(approximately 160 kilometres) Restricted Zone along the 
West Coast of B.C. to internment locations in the Interior 
of B.C. and beyond the Rocky Mountains.  

On February 27, 1942, the BC Security Commission (BCSC) 
was created to administer the forced removal of Japanese 
Canadians and the con�scation of all their property, which 
was given to the Custodian of Enemy Property. Men were 
the �rst to be removed, and were sent to road building 
camps in B.C., Alberta and Ontario. If they protested 
separation from their families, they were sent to Prisoner 
of War Camps in Ontario. Many women and children, left 

to fend for themselves, were initially sent to Hastings Park 
in Vancouver and detained there for a few days to several 
months to await forced relocation to the Internment 
camps that were being constructed around the province.   
Although initially promised that their homes, businesses, 
and properties would be returned to them after the war, 
in 1943, the O�ce of the Custodian of Enemy Property 
sold everything in order to �nance the internment.  

Some groups who wished to remain together as families 
were forced to work in the sugar beet �elds of Southern 
Alberta and Manitoba. Some families, who had �nancial 
means, were approved for relocation to self-supporting 
camps in the Lillooet or Boundary-Similkameen area.   
As the Internment camps were made ready, Japanese 
Canadians were moved to these camps through the 
summer and fall of 1942. Ten internment camps, as well 
as self-supporting sites, were established for Japanese 
Canadians who were forcibly uprooted, dispossessed and 
incarcerated during the Second World War.

After the War – Ongoing Exclusion and Displacement
When the war ended in 1945, the B.C. slogan at the time 
was “Go East or Go Home,” and, still willing to cooperate, 
Japanese Canadians took up the o�er of a free ticket to 
other provinces and cities that would accept Japanese 
Canadians. In�uenced by racist sentiment in B.C., the 
powers of the War Measures Act were extended under the 
National Transitional Emergency Powers Act until 1949. In 
1946, about 4,000 Japanese Canadians were sent to Japan, 
but over half were Canadian citizens or born in Canada.   
This was unconstitutional and a violation of civil liberties 
and human rights. In contrast in the USA, although 
incarcerated, Japanese Americans returned to their own 
land once the war was over and their internment was paid 
for by the US Government.  

In 1947, mainly as a result of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights by the United Nations, the Canadian 
Government rescinded the deportation order.  In the 
same year, the Canadian Citizenship Act came into e�ect, 
allowing all Canadians to become for the �rst time, 
citizens of Canada, no longer British subjects.   Finally, 
after 7 years of internment, in 1949, Japanese Canadians 
were granted the right to vote, live wherever they wanted, 
and were free to come and go as they wished.  

In the decades following the war, the former community of 
Japanese Canadians in British Columbia, once numbering 
over 22,000, was spread across Canada and as far away as 
Japan. Rebuilding a sense of trust and acceptance took 
years, but, by 1977, the Centennial anniversary of Japanese 
immigration to Canada, there was a renaissance of 
Japanese culture and ethnic pride taking place across the 
country. The e�ects of this renewed sense of community 
strongly in�uenced the 1988 redress and formal apology by 
the federal government for all wrongs committed against 
Japanese Canadians during World War II.

SELF�SUPPORTING  
INTERNMENT SITES

 1 Bridge River

 2 Minto Mines 

 3 McGillivray Falls

 4 East Lillooet

 5 Christina Lake

INTERNMENT CAMPS

 1 Tashme

 2 Greenwood

 3 Lemon Creek

 4 Bay Farm

 5 Slocan City

 6 Popo� 

 7 Rosebery

 8 New Denver

 9 Sandon

 10 Kaslo 

ROAD CAMPS 

 1 Hope-Princeton

 2 Revelstoke-Sicamous

 3 Yellowhead-Blue River

JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR �1942�49�

BC Shin Buddhist Temples

The Province of British Columbia thanks its community partners for 
working together on this Legacy Sign Project to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Japanese Canadian Internment (1942–2017). 

Back of Revelstoke Sicamous Road Camps interpretive sign.

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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In 1941, of the 23,149 people of Japanese descent in 
Canada, 22,096 were living in British Columbia, with 
the majority located in the coastal areas. After the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor by Japan on December 7, 
1941, Canada declared war on Japan. With this,
restrictions were imposed on Japanese Canadians 
and anti Japanese sentiment increased, especially by 
some members of the Canadian government. With 
the creation of the War Measures Act, fishing boats 
were rounded up, all Japanese language schools 
were closed, and Japanese language newspapers 
were shut down. 

By the Federal Order-in-Council PC 117, all Japanese 
Canadians were registered as “Enemy Aliens”,
fingerprinted and photographed, and were required 
to carry registration cards. By February 1942, a dusk  
to dawn curfew was imposed, and radios, cameras, 
cars and trucks were confiscated. And on January 16, 
it was announced that able-bodied males ages 18-45 
were to work on road-building projects. In fact, 
the groups of Japanese Canadians sent to the road 
camps included some men not physically fit for 
hard labour and men over the age of 60. 

There were four major road projects located in BC, 
Alberta, and Ontario: the Yellowhead-Blue River 
Highway, the Revelstoke-Sicamous Highway, the 
Hope-Princeton Highway, and the Schreiber-Jackfish 
project. Those who resisted being sent to these work 
camps were sent to Prisoner-of-War camps in
Petawawa and Angler, Ontario. By November 1942, 
699 people had been sent to POW camps. These men 
were not reunited with their families until 1946.

On February 23, the first group of Japanese Nationals 
arrived in Lucerne, in the northeast of B.C. near the 
Canadian Rockies, to work on the Yellowhead-Blue 
River project. The proposed highway was a project of 
the Surveys and Engineering Branch of the Federal 
Department of Mines and Resources, and extended 
from B.C. into Alberta. There were a total of 17 
camps. The others were located in Geikie, Yellowhead,
Fitzwilliam, Grantbrook, Rainbow, Red Pass (first 
project headquarters, office and living quarters for 
clerical and supervisory staff, hospital and warehouse), 
Tete Jaune East, Tete Jaune West, Albreda,

Blackspur, Gosnell, Lempriere, Pyramid, Thunder 
River, Red Sands, and Blue River (project head-
quarters from late 1942, warehouse and hospital). 

Men had to construct their own camps and until then 
slept in railway bunk cars. At some locations cabins 
were built while at other places the men lived in 
canvas tents. Bathhouses, rock gardens and vegetable 
gardens were also built by the men. Four armed 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police guards (including 
First World War veterans) were present at each 
camp, and the Japanese Nationals were not allowed 
to leave without permission.  

While general labourers in the B.C. interior usually 
earned about 60 cents per hour, those sent to road 
camps were paid 25 cents per hour. From that wage, 
$22.50 a month was taken for room and board. If you 
were married another $20 was taken out for family 
support, leaving very little money for necessities such 
as the replacement of worn-out work clothes.
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when the project was halted and closed, there were 
only 35 Japanese Canadians employed. In total,
Japanese Canadians provided 290,238 days of work.  

Japanese Canadians contributed their labour for the 
following work on the Yellowhead-Blue River high-
way project (as given in a report in 1947 by Gurney, 
Assistant Engineer): 18.5 miles of abandoned railway 
grade cleaned up and made suitable for truck travel; 
32 miles of pioneer road constructed; 1.5 miles of 
standard highway grade constructed; 1 3-span king 
truss bridge; 2 single-span king truss bridges;
4 permanent stringer bridges; and 12 temporary 
stringer bridges.

In July, it was reported that there were 2,122 men 
working at road camps with 1,237 on the Yellow-
head-Blue River project. At its peak, in April 1942, 
there were 1,561 Japanese Canadians employed in 
the project, along with 85 Caucasian men. Following 
a change in policy, by October 31, married men had 
been removed from the project, leaving 294 men left 
in five camps. By the end of the year, only the
Lempriere, Thunder River and Pyramid camps
remained. At the end of 1943, there were 104 men, 
and in October 1944, 85 men.

When the project opened the objective was to
construct  a proper highway between Jasper and Blue 
River. Ultimately the project scope was reduced to
building a passable truck road. In May 31, 1946,  
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Geikie road camp, circa 1942. This group of Japanese Nationals 
included people of various occupations such as shoemaker, mill 
worker, cannery worker, dry cleaner, CPR red cap, and news-
paper business manager. Matsunosuke and Hana Hamade
Collection. Nikkei National Museum. 2017.1.1.2.1.

Geikie road camp, circa 1942. During floods, men transported 
luggage and supplies using a raft.  Matsunosuke and Hana 
Hamade Collection. Nikkei National Museum. 2017.1.1.2.2.

Geikie road camp, circa 1943. Yasutaro Sakamoto with
Doukhobor workers. Sakamoto Family Collection. Nikkei
National Museum. 1994.46.2.
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delays. Also in June, a labour strike at Gosnell lasted
more than a week. The agitator was removed and 
no acts of violence occurred.

In some cases, the Japanese Nationals asked for
the removal of the Caucasian foremen who were
unwilling to listen to their grievances. Occasionally, 
foremen had problems with what they called
“troublemakers” and felt the Japanese Nationals 
had no ground for their strikes. Despite all the
troubles, Kinzie Tanaka noted that W.J. Wishart,
Superintendent of Camps and Warehouses, Depart-
ment of Public Works, at Red Pass Junction, did all 
he could to control the encountered problems.

After the forced removal of Japanese Canadians 
from their homes was completed, their properties 
were sold, at low prices, by the Custodian of Enemy 
Alien Property, without the knowledge or consent 
of the owners. It was through these forced sales 
the government paid to keep Japanese Canadians 
in the camps.

At the end of the Second World War, Japanese 
Canadians were given the choice to “repatriate”
to Japan or to move east of the Rockies. Half of the 
approximate 4,000 who went to Japan were
Canadian-born. Many had never been to Japan. 
Japanese Canadians were prohibited from re-
turning to the west coast until April 1, 1949.

On September 22, 1988, the Japanese Canadian 
Redress Agreement was signed by the National
Association of Japanese Canadians and Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney, acknowledging the
injustices suffered by Japanese Canadians during 
the Second World War. 

In May 1942, Kinzie Tanaka, who was working at 
the Lempriere camp, wrote a letter to the B.C.
Security Commission stating that if something 
was not done to address the low spirit of workers,
trouble would break out in the near future. He
indicated that the low spirit was due to the
discontent of the men, especially because married 
men had been separated from their families.
Consideration was then made to reunite the families.

Several strikes and cases of unrest followed at other 
camps. In June 1942, 275 men from Grantbrook 
camp marched to Rainbow, 3.5 miles away. They 
were angry about the stoppage of visiting privileges 
to other camps. A strike at Geikie the same month
was in protest against the separation of families 
and the late delivery of pay cheques due to postal   

A few days after the departure of Japanese Nationals
to the Yellowhead-Blue River project on February 
26, Ottawa announced the mass removal of all
Japanese Canadians regardless of their citizenship, 
from a 100-mile “protected zone” along the B.C. 
coast. The BC Security Commission was established 
to manage and carry out this plan. Those removed 
from their homes included First World War veterans. 

On March 16, the first Japanese Canadians from 
the coastal areas, who were allowed to bring only 
one suitcase each, arrived at Hastings Park on
Pacific National Exhibition grounds in East Van-
couver. This location temporarily housed women 
and children in the livestock buildings and men in 
the forum building, until the long-term family
incarceration camps in the interior of B.C. were 
ready for them. In the meantime, families that 
wanted to stay together moved to work on sugar 
beet farms in Southern Alberta and Manitoba. In 
total, 5,564 Japanese Nationals, 13,309 Canadia 
born, and 3,223 naturalized Canadians were
expelled from the B.C. coast.
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Albreda road camp mess hall and cook shack, 1942. The camp 
was half a mile away from the railroad station, and the kitchen 
staff lived in a 20' � 2' log house. Masao Yoshitake collection. 
Nikkei National Museum. 1993.40.26.

Grantbrook road camp, 1942. Bears were quite often seen in the 
camp areas and the men became used to them. Canadian Centennial 
Project fonds. Nikkei National Museum. 2010.23.2.4.107. 

Lucerne road camp, circa 1942. Baseball was a popular
pastime and most camps built baseball fields. Even men over 
50 years old practiced vigorously. Camps played against each 
other or played other local teams. Toshihiro Uyeda fonds. 

Red Pass road camp workers, circa 1942. Japanese 
Nationals had to clear bush manually, with pick-axes 
and shovels. Only the Caucasians were allowed to use 
heavy machinery. Masao Yoshitake collection. Nikkei 
National Museum. 1993.40.1.

Yellowhead road camp, circa 1942. Men lined up to 
pass full buckets of water to each other in order to 
bring water up to the camp. Toshihiro Uyeda fonds.

Yellowhead road camp, circa 1942. Ex-gardeners 
built gardens at many of the road camp locations. A 
typical garden included a bridge, a body of water, a 
rock garden and a tea house structure with a table 
and benches. The men also created vegetable
gardens. Toshihiro Uyeda fonds. 

Thunder River road camp, circa 1943. Japanese
Nationals were removed from the Town of Cumberland 
on Vancouver Island. Men taken from their homes to 
work at road camps were supposed to be of military age, 
but in reality they ranged to about 70 years of age. In 
some cases, after special requests were made, sons were 
able to join their fathers at the road camps. Fumiko 
Yamada (nee Kawata) collection. Nikkei National 
Museum. 2014.20.1.1.6.
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Thunder River road camp, circa 1943. Japanese
Nationals had to build their own bunkhouses, mess 
halls, bathhouses and other permanent buildings and 
bridges. Fumiko Yamada (nee Kawata). Nikkei National 
Museum. 2010.20.1.1.3.
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Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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District of Lillooet.
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District of Lillooet.
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District of Lillooet.
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Slocan Valley Rail Trail.



�3�D�F�L�¿�F���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�����+�D�V�W�L�Q�J�V���3�D�U�N��


