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Introduction

ANY historic sites in Alberta are located amid
the settings of natural beauty and are viewed
with interest by thousands of visitors annually.

Some of these sites are marked by cairns of the
Historical Sites and Monuments Board of Canada,
others by the Provincial Government, while still others
have been preserved by local groups interested in
keeping alive some of the history of Alberta.

This western province has had a colorful career
that should be of interest not only to local residents,
but to visitors and tourists from all parts of the world.
Alberta has seen the fur traders and the buffalo, the
whiskey traders and the Indians, the North-West
Mounted Police and the cultural development of a
pioneering people.

Carelessness and lack of interest in the past has
caused the destruction of many sites of historic
interest. Every Alberta citizen is urged to help pre-
serve and protect the many sites that still lie unmarked
within the Province.

Acknowledgements are due to the Governor and
Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company, London,
England; the Archives and Landmarks Committee,
City of Edmonton; the Glenbow Foundation, Calgary;
Donald A. Tannas, High River; and the Legislative
Library, Edmonton, for their assistance.



INDIANS

The buffalo once wandered the prairies in uncounted millions and was the main source of food
for the Indians. But ruthless slaughter by hide hunters in the 1870’s and 1880’s soon brought the
animal near extinction. The only buffalo alive today are in zoos or national parks.

CHAPTER 1

PLAINS BUFFALO

One of the most important animals
in the economic life of the Plains
Indians was the buffalo. This shaggy
beast which roamed the prairies by
the millions provided many necessi-
ties for the native peoples. It gave
them food, clothing, dwellings, uten-
sils, religious regalia, paints and
numerous other articles. When the
fur traders came, they too made use
of the buffalo. It provided pemmican,
clothing and robes, as well as a regu-
lar supply of fresh meat. The buf-
falo were so numerous that it was
thought they were inexhaustible.

But the introduction of the repeat-
ing rifle and the demand for hides
caused a great wanton slaughter,
particularly during the 1870’s and
1880’s. By 1906 only a handful re-
mained in private herds. In that year,
Canada purchased about 700 head
from a Montana rancher and ship-

ped them to parks in Alberta. This
was the last remaining large herd
on the continent.

Today Alberta still has large
herds at Elk Island and Wood Buf-
falo National Parks and other small
herds at Banff and Waterton.

In honor of the buffalo, a cairn
was erected in Elk Island Park by
the Historic Sites and Monuments
Board, while the Alberta Govern-
ment has placed rustic signs near
Airdrie, Lamont and Wainwright.

EARLY MAN SITE

The first professional archaeo-
logical expedition in Alberta in 1948
unearthed the relics of two separate
Indian cultures at a site located 12
miles north and west of Fort Mac-
leod. A Provincial cairn has been
erected to mark the site.

Located at the base of a buffalo
pound, the site has revealed material
such as arrow heads, scrapers and
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crude pottery made at least 3,000
years ago. Omne “dig” was 11 feet
deep and revealed crude materials,
while the other was near the surface
and contained relics showing more
craftsmanship. The project was spon-
sored by the University of New
Mexico and was under the direction
of Boyd Wettlaufer.

WRITING-ON-STONE

In the valley of the Milk River,
about 75 miles southeast of Leth-
bridge, is a small area of sandstone
cliffs on which are inscribed ancient
picture writing.

The first known white man to see
these pictographs was James Doty,
who visited the site in 1855. He
wrote: “They (the sandstone rocks)
are worn by the action of the weather
into a thousand fantastic shapes,
presenting in places smooth perpen-
dicular surfaces, covered with rude
hieroglyphics and representations of
men, horses, guns, bows, shields, etc.,
in the usual Indian style.

“No doubt this has been done by
wandering War Parties who have here
recounted their coups or feats of war
or horse stealing and inscribed them
upon these rocks.”

In the 1890’s many Indians be-
lieved the carvings had been made by
spirits. One Blackfeet told of a
youth who left his war party and
“advanced to the stone and traced
with his finger the wonderful writing
which the spirits had made thereon.
Whilst thus engaged his whole body
was seized with trembling, weird
voices were heard in the air, the
ground shook with a violent tremor,
and a feeling of helplessness took
possession of the group.”

Most of the pictographs are in
groups and appear to portray some
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event such as a hunt, fight or raid.
Some of the carved rocks have fallen
or cracked over the years, while
others have been damaged by vandals.

A cairn has been erected at this
site by the Alberta Government.

THE RIBSTONES

Two large rocks, laboriously carved
and chiselled with lines resembling
the ribs of buffalo, are marked by
a provincial cairn on the farm of
L. G. Dobry, near Viking.

The ribstones are believed to have
had a sacred meaning for the Indians
of this area and were apparently
carved in the pre-white era. Legend
has it that Indians sacrificed buffalo
on the stones at the start of each
hunt, believing that the sacrifices
would ensure success.

CROWFOOT

A federal cairn was unveiled in
September, 1948, just south of
Gleichen in honor of Crowfoot, the
famous chief of the Blackfeet Indians.

In addition, the grave of this chief
can be seen about four miles south
of Cluny on the brow of a hill over-
looking the river valley. Marking
his grave is a metal cross inscribed:
“Father of His People.”

Crowfoot was a leader of his
tribe during periods of war, transi-
tion and peace. Born about 1830, he
astonished his own tribe by preach-
ing peace among the warriors. But
his strong personality won them over,
and his band never rose in armed
revolt against the whites in Canada.

When the Mounted Police came
west in 1874, Crowfoot questioned
them about the Great White Mother
and her system of law. Later, he was
the signer of Treaty Seven for his



Crowfoot, head chief of the Blackfeet Indians,
became famous for his wise leadership and
his ability to adapt to the changing times. A
proud warrior, he became a proponent of peace
when the Mounted Police arrived in the West
and helped his people to accept life on a
reserve,

people. When Crowfoot refused to
join Sitting Bull in his fight against
the white man, the Blackfeet chief
explained his actions. “Tell the Great
Mother,” he told the Mounted Police,
“we have been loyal and that we
know she will not let her children
starve.”

Inscription on the cairn reads:
“Crowfoot, Great Chief of the Black-
foot Confederacy. Born about 1830,
died April 25, 1890. Fearless in war
but lover of peace, he promoted amity
among the tribes of the plains and
friendship with the White Man.
Under his leadership the Blackfoot
ceded to the Crown title to her tribal
lands in 1877, began to adopt a seden-
tary life, and remained loyal during
the North West Rebellion of 1885.

His nobility of character, his gift of
oratory and his wisdom in council
gained for him the title ‘Father of
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His People’.

RED CROW

A cairn has been erected by the
Blood Indians in southern Alberta to
pay tribute to their famous leader,
ed Crow, who signed Treaty Seven
on their behalf. The cairn is located
on the west side of Highway No. 2,
near Standoff.

During his reign from 1870 to
1900, Red Crow was famed through-
out the west as a warrior, diplomat
and orator. He led several important
war parties against the Crees, Assini-
boines and Crows, but when the buf-
falo began to disappear, he was the
first to recognize the fact that the
Indians would have to settle on re-
serves and live as farmers and
ranchers.

During the Riel Rebellion, runners
were sent by the rebelling Crees to
the Bloods, but Red Crow refused
to hear their words and hurled their
peace offerings of tobacco into the
fire. During his peaceful existence,
he showed his progressive spirit by
being the first Blood to build a house,
the first to own cattle, the first to
use oxen in farm work, and his wives
were the first to bake bread.

He died in 1900 as peacefully as
he lived in the last two decades of
his life. Shortly before his death he
was able to boast: “I was never struck
by an enemy in my life—with bullet,
arrow, axe, spear or knife.” This
was a great feat for a warrior who
had killed numerous enemies and had
once raided their camps from the
Yellowstone to the Red Deer River.
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MASKEPETOON (The Broken Arm)

A rustic sign on Highway No. 2
a short distance north of Hobbema
honors a prominent Cree chief who
gave his life in trying to bring peace
to the warring native tribes.

The sign states: ‘“Maskepetoon
was a great chief of the Cree nation.
He was a noted warrior and was
feared by his enemies. But when the
Methodist missionaries arrived in the
mid-1800’s he put aside the scalping
knife and picked up the peace pipe.
Henceforth he became a beloved
peacemaker and friend of the mis-
sionaries. But civilization came too
soon. In 1869, while attempting to
make peace with the warlike Black-
feet, the old leader was cruelly mur-
dered by an enemy chief. So died
Maskepetoon, the martyr of peace.”

POUNDMAKER

A Provincial marker to a contro-
versial leader in the Riel Rebellion
was erected near his grave in 1961.
Poundmaker, a Cree, was adopted
by Blackfeet chief Crowfoot and lived
in his camp for several years. When
he returned to his people in the
Battleford country, he took with him
horses and other gifts of prestige and
wealth.

From this beginning he became a
chief of his own people and took a
prominent part in tribal affairs. He
signed Treaty Six in 1876 and in
1881 he was an official guide to the
Marquis of Lorne, Governor General
of Canada.

When the Crees began settling
on their reserves there was much
discontent and Poundmaker was
always active in attempting to gain
better conditions for his following.
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Fate dealt harshly with Poundmaker, a Cree
Indian who was adopted by Crowfoot. He
was sent to prison for his part in the Riel
Rebellion and was photographed in his prison
uniform. After his release he returned to the
Blackfoot Reserve where he died a short
time later.

He was classed as an undesirable
agitator because of his outspoken
nature and when the Riel Rebellion
broke out in 1885, he found himself
in the thick of it. Some of his fol-
lowers looted buildings in nearby
Battleford when their rations were
not given to them. As a result, Col.
W. D. Otter led an attack on the
unsuspecting Cree camp on Cutknife
Hill. In the ensuing battle Pound-
maker used only a whip to urge his
people in the protection of their
women and children. When the at-
tackers were finally repulsed, the
Crees knew the soldiers could be
easily ambushed on the difficult road
back to Battleford. However, Pound-
maker would not let them go in pur-
suit.

When Poundmaker surrendered,
he was put on trial for “levying war



against Her Majesty.” After the evi-
dence was heard, Poundmaker said:
“I am not guilty. What I did was for
the Great Mother. When my people
and the whites met in battle, I saved
the Queen’s men. I took the fire-
arms from my following and gave
them up at Battleford. Had I wanted
war, I would not be here but on the
prairie. You did not catch me. 1
gave myself up. You have me be-
cause I wanted peace.”

Poundmaker was sentenced to
three years in Stony Mountain Peni-
tentiary but was released in the fol-
lowing year because of ill health.
Travelling to his own reserve he en-
countered so much hostility from
white settlers that he went to the
Blackfoot Reserve to visit his foster
father. There, while attending a Sun
Dance, he had a hemorrhage and died
on July 4th, 1886.

He was buried on the surface of
the prairie overlooking Blackfoot
Crossing and in about 1909 his re-
mains were placed in the earth by
artist Edmund Morris and a small
pile of stones laid over it. The Pro-
vincial marker is located a few yards
away.

MASSACRE BUTTE

On a prominent elevation two
miles north of Cowley, off No. 3
Highway, an immigrant train of
twelve men, women and children were
massacred in 1867 by a war party of
Blood Indians.

The party, led by a Blood warrior,
Medicine Calf, struck while the group
was in night camp. The only victim
to be identified was a man named
John Hoise. The victims were part
of Captain Figske’s expedition from
Minnesota and had left the main
party in Montana.

The hill today is under cultivation
but signs in the vicinity indicate the
butte may have been used as a look-
out for large Indian camps pitched
on the flats of the Crowsnest River
about a quarter mile from the hill.
On the flats are still visible many
stone “tepee rings” to denote Indian
occupancy.

A cairn to mark the site of the
massacre has been placed there by
the Government of Alberta.

PEACE HILLS

A local cairn erected near the
junction of Highways No. 2 and 13,
north of Wetaskiwin, commemorates
the signing of a peace treaty between
the Blackfeet and the Crees. It was
the signing of this treaty that gave
Wetaskiwin (meaning Peace Hills)
its name.

The cairn reads: “Wetaskiwin
Spatinow. Erected July 1, 1927, in
commemoration of treaty of peace
made in these hills between the Black-
feet and Cree Indians. 1867.”

LAST INDIAN BATTLE

A cairn erected by the Alberta
Government in Indian Battle Park in
Lethbridge and a rustic highway sign
mark the last great Indian battle in
Canada which was fought between
the Blackfeet and the Crees.

In the fall of 1870, the Blackfeet
on the Great Plains had been
weakened by an epidemic of smallpox,
and their enemies, the Crees, con-
cluded it would be an excellent time
to attack. A war party, headed by
chiefs Big Bear, Piapot, Little Moun-
tain and Little Pine, and made up of
about 800 warriors, was organized
from the ranks of the Crees and
Assiniboines.



The Bloods and Blackfeet were
then camped on the Oldman River,
between Fort Kipp and Whoop-Up,
while the South Peigans were camped
on the St. Mary, above Fort Whoop-
Up. The latter were well armed with
repeating rifles and had retreated to
Canada following a battle in Montana
with the American Army. The
Crees swooped down on one camp and
succeeded in killing a brother of Red
Crow and two or three Blood women.
Other camps in the neighborhood
were aroused and in a short time
the Bloods were fiercely engaged in
battle.

By morning, the South Peigans
had arrived with their modern arms
and the Crees began retreating across
the prairie toward the present site
of Lethbridge. The main fighting
soon was carried on between two
parallel coulees, until the Blackfeet
attacked the Cree position in force.
The latter broke and ran, discarding
belongings and retreating toward the
river. They were pursued across the
Oldman and for several miles across
the other side.

When the battle was over, the
Crees had lost between 200 and 300
men, while the Blackfeet had 40
killed and 50 wounded. The following
year, a formal peace treaty was made
between the two nations, ending all
hostilities.

TREATY No. SEVEN

A cairn has been erected on the
bank overlooking Blackfoot Crossing
on the Bow River in commemoration
of the historic signing of Treaty
Seven in 1877.

Blackfoot Crossing had always
been a popular spot with the Indians,
and the Mounted Police decided the
restful atmosphere of the quiet val-
ley would be an excellent place for
the treaty talks. When the Indians
gathered at Blackfoot Crossing in the
fall of 1877, it was one of the largest
groups of Indians ever formed at one
spot on the Canadian Plains. It was
estimated that the Indians had no
fewer than 15,000 horses and ponies
with them, and tepees lined the river
for miles.

T e g e e e :

The warlike activities of the Blackfeet Indians captured the imaginations of many artists. This
painting, entitled “Stampede by Blackfeet Indiins,” was by Alfred J. Miller.
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The treaty, which was signed by
the Blackfeet, Bloods, Peigans, Sar-
cees and Stonies, surrendered the
tribal lands to the Government of
Canada, and set aside suitable re-
serves for each tribe, as well as
agreeing to treaty payments, food
allowances and other benefits.

Inscribed on the cairn at Black-
foot Crossing is the following: “Cairn
and tablet in the Blackfoot Indian
Reserve to commemorate the signing
of Indian Treaty No. 7 on the 22nd
September, 1877, by the representa-
tives of the Crown and the Indians,
whereby the latter surrendered their
rights to 50,000 square miles of terri-
tory lying in the south western corner
of Alberta.”

TREATY No. EIGHT

A rustic sign erected by the
Government of Alberta on Highway
No. 2 east of the Grouard turnoff
bears this inscription:

“In 1899, the Canadian Govern-
ment negotiated a treaty with the
Indians of Northern Alberta to give
up their titles to the land in ex-
change for reserves and treaty rights.
The first negotiations were held
about ten miles north of here and on
June 21st the treaty was signed. The
commission was headed by Hon. David
Laird, while the chiefs included Moos-
toos, White Partridge and The Fish.
The treaty party then travelled north
for other meetings where they ob-
tained the signatures of the Cree,
Beaver and Chipewyan chiefs who
lived in the area.”

CREE INDIANS

A monument was erected in July,
1956, by the Samson Band Council,
Hobbema Indian Agency, to com-

memorate the settling of the Cree
Indians at that place in 1876.

The Crees were a nomadic people,
but with the gradual disappearance
of the buffalo and the signing of
Treaty No. Six in 1876, the Crees
under Chief Samson selected the area
near the Bear Hills as their home.
In 1877 they went to Blackfoot Cross-
ing to officially sign their adhesion
to the treaty and a few years later
the reserve was surveyed.

The monument, which is located
in front of Samson Community Hall,
just east of Hobbema, was erected
as an Alberta Golden Jubilee project.

TAIL CREEK

Once a settlement for large buf-
falo hunts in the 1870’s, all that
remains of Tail Creek today is a
scattering of some 40 unmarked
graves. The settlement was located
about four miles southeast of Nevis.

The settlement began as a cluster
of huts set up by Cree and half-breed
buffalo hunters each fall, when hunt-
ing was its best. In its heyday, Tail
Creek had a population of several
hundred men who gathered into large
hunting parties before venturing into
the prairies of the Blackfeet. The
crude log cabins were nestled on the
slopes of a shallow valley at the
junction of Tail Creek and the Red
Deer River.

To protect the Indians and Metis
from the whiskey traders of the
south, the N.W.M.P. stationed a gar-
rison of four men at Tail Creek in
1875.

By the early 1880’s the buffalo
had vanished from the area and the
settlement was gradually abandoned.
Prairie fires helped to speed its
demise and to erase any sign of the
once thriving community.
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The sleigh, or cariolle, was an important means of transportation for early fur traders. This party
is leaving Jasper House for Fort Edmonton in 1872.

CHAPTER 2

FIRST WHITE MAN

In 1754, an employee of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company named Anthony
Henday left Fort York on the Hudson
Bay to travel the unknown western
plains in an effort to induce the
Indians to bring their furs for trade.

Henday crossed the central part
of the province to become the first
white man to visit what is now Al-
berta. He met the Blackfeet but
could not persuade them to make the
long journey to the east. He wintered
in the province and returned to Fort
York in 1755.

A cairn erected by the Federal
Government north of Red Deer and
a Provincial rustic highway sign on
Antler Hill, near Innisfail, pay tri-
bute to this historic journey.

DAVID THOMPSON
David Thompson was one of the
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most famous explorers and geogra-
phers in the history of the fur trade.
For some 27 years he served in the
west and prepared the first accurate
and scientific representation of
Canada’s geography.

In 1807 Thompson set out from
Rocky Mountain House to discover
the headwaters of the Columbia River
and during the next three years built
trading posts for the North West
Company in southern British Colum-
bia, Idaho and Washington.

When the hostility of the Peigan
Indians prevented him from taking
the usual route to the west coast in
the winter of 1810-11, Thompson dis-
covered the Athabasca Pass, and
transported his goods to the Big
Bend of the Columbia. This pass
later became an important route for
carrying fur and freight over the
mountains.



A cairn, erected in Jasper National
Park by the Historic Sites and Monu-
ments Board, reads: ‘“In midwinter,
1810 -11, David Thompson, of the
North West Company, with ten com-
panions discovered and travelled
through this pass to the Columbia.
It immediately became the regular
route across the mountains and so
continued until the advent -of rail-
way communications. To David
Thompson, Canada owes the first
accurately prepared map of the
Great West embodying the results of
his surveys and explorations from
1789 to 1812.”

A Provincial rustic sign honoring
Thompson is located near Rocky
Mountain House.

FORT ASSINIBOINE

A cairn has been erected on a
gravelly bench about 30 feet above
the level of the Athabasca River
near the village of Fort Assiniboine
to mark the fort site and to pay
tribute to a link in the transcon-
tinental water route of the past
century.

Fort Assiniboine was the north-
ern point on the long portage from
Fort Edmonton to the Athabasca
River en route to Fort Vancouver
via Athabasca Pass and Boat En-
campment. Apparently the post was
in operation all year round, at least
in the year 1827. In that year, David
Douglas states that he reached Fort
Assiniboine from the west in May
and found the post in charge of J. E.
Harriott. In 1859, Dr. Hector stated
the place consisted of a few ruinous
huts on the left bank of the river.

The land on which the fort site is
located was deeded to the University
of Alberta by the late Dr. State but
has since been destroyed in the ex-
pansion of business in the area.

BUCKINGHAM HOUSE

A cairn erected by the Alberta
Government marks this post. It is
located south of Elk Point on the
north side of the North Saskatche-
wan River.

It states: “Constructed by Wil-
liam Tomison of the Hudson’s Bay
Company in 1792 to compete with
N.W.Co.’s Fort George for Indian
trade. Although in competition, the
forts used a common well and always
stood ready to defend each other.
This post was temporarily abandoned
in 1799 and finally closed in 1802.”

FORT CHIPEWYAN

A cairn erected at Fort Chipewyan
makes a threefold tribute to Alex-
ander Mackenzie, Sir John Franklin
and to the fort itself.

The first fort on Lake Athabasca
was built by Roderick Mackenzie of
the North West Company in 1789.
This first Fort Chipewyan was con-
structed about eight miles from the
mouth of Athabasca River, on a rocky
point projecting into the lake. About
1799 it was abandoned and a new
fort was erected by the North West
Company on a rocky point on the
north shore of the lake—its present
site.

After coalition in 1821, the Hud-
son’s Bay Company operated this
fort to the present date. In the same
area the X.Y. Company constructed
a fort in 1800 about one mile north
of the present Roman Catholic Mis-
sion. The Hudson’s Bay Company
built Nottingham House in 1802 and
Fort Wedderburne in 1815.

Some buildings from the last log
fort at the site of modern Fort Chipe-
wyan still are standing.
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