The National Parks of Canada are areas of natural
beauty and special interest that have been “dedicated
to the people of Canada for their benefit, education, and
enjoyment.” Established primarily for the preservation
of the unspoiled natural landscape and for the protection
of the native wildlife, they are to be “maintained and
made use of so as to leave them unimpaired for the
enjoyment of future generations.”

The discovery of mineral hot springs, bubbling from
the slopes of Sulphur Mountain, by workers exploring
the route for Canadd’s first transcontinental railway, led
to the establishment of Canadd’s first national park. From
this small area of ten square miles at Banff, Alberta, set
apart in 1885, the national parks system has been
extended until it embraces 41 separate areas totalling
more than 29,000 square miles.

Although a few parks have been devoted chiefly to the
conservation of certain species of larger mammals once
threatened with extinction, some contain sites memoi-
able in the early history of Canada. Others have been
developed so that park visitors may more conveniently
view the magnificent scenery and relax in the enjoyment
of the inspirational and peaceful environment. From the
sea-girt hills on the Atlantic Coast across the rivers and
lakes of Central Canada to the alpine vistas of the
Rockies and Selkirks, these national parklands provide
ideal areas for nature study and for recreation.

It is the responsibility of the National Parks Branch
of the Department of Northern Affairs and National
Resources to administer these natural areas for the enjoy-
ment of Canada’s present and future generations. By
progressive stages the parks have been made more easily
accessible, wildlife scientifically managed, public services
provided, and accommodation and recreational facilities
expanded. A staff of experienced wardens keeps constant
vigilance throughout these park areas to ensure the
protection of the flora and fauna, as well as the safety
and convenience of park visitors. Conservation of the
forests, the flowers, and the natural wildlife is the chief
concern of the wardens, and the co-operation of all
visitors in this important work is greatly appreciated.

National historic sites are marked, preserved and
restored by the National Historic Sites Di n, National
Parks Branch. Advice on these activities is given by the
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, a com-
mittee of historians representing Canada as a whole.
From Signal Hill in Newfoundland to Rodd Hill in
British Columbia such sites are administered as National
Historic Parks. Many other places of historical importance
have been suitably commemorated.

The National Parks of Canada are part of a great
national heritage, and under careful administration they
will continue as a perpetual asset—undiminished by
use—for all future generations.

Published by authority of
The Honourable Mitchell Sharp
Minister of Trade and Commerce
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YOHO NATIONAL PARK
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Location and Description

Yoho National Park was established in 1886
and has an area of 507 square miles. It is situated
in the heart of the Canadian Rockies along the
western slope of the continental divide and its
eastern boundary adjoins those of Banff and
Kootenay National Parks. The Kicking Horse
River, which has its source at the Great Divide,
traverses the park from east to west. The park
derives its name from the Indian word “Yoho”,
an explanation meaning “It is wonderful”. The
splendour of its wild valleys, the magnificence
of its lofty snow-capped peaks, the unbelievable
colour of its alpine lakes that sparkle like jewels,
and its spectacular glaciers and waterfalls make
the park a region of outstanding natural beauty.

How to Reach the Park

Yoho National Park is traversed by the
western section of the Trans-Canada Highway
and is linked with the other national parklands
in the Canadian Rockies and Selkirks. The sys-
tem of roads leading to and through this park is
indicated on the accompanying map. Yoho Park
is also accessible by rail, being served by
the main transcontinental line of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. The nearest airport is at
Calgary, Alberta.

Recreation

The park, which is part of the “roof” of the
Canadian Rockies, is a paradise for the moun-
taineer. The satisfaction of achievement which
climbers feel in conquering challenging peaks,
the thrilling experience of picking one’s un-
charted way through primitive mountain wilder-
ness and the impressive solitude of remote
places have a strong appeal for the adventurous.

Fishing—Information about the most popular
fishing places in the park and a list of the species
to be caught may be obtained from a park
warden, information bureau or at Kicking Horse
campground. A fishing licence is required in
Yoho National Park and the fee for the season
is $2.00.

Hiking—More than 200 miles of improved
trails are open to hikers. These trails provide
excellent opportunities for exploring the magni-
ficent scenery in the region. Nature lovers are
afforded an opportunity to observe and photo-
graph wildlife and flowers which are unexcelled
in any other region. Trail systems radiating from
Emerald Lake, Takakkaw Falls, Lake O'Hara
and Leanchoil lead to places of unforgettable
beauty and interest.

A nature trail encircles Emerald Lake where
a 3-mile walk provides an excellent opportunity
for the visitor to see many of the mountain
flowers at first hand.

Climbing—The rugged mountains in this area
offer an irresistible challenge to the followers
of mountaineering. There are several peaks over
11,000 feet, the highest being Mount Goodsir,
11,686 feet.

Trail Riding—Horses are available at Emerald
Lake and in adjoining Banff National Park for
those visitors wishing to ride the trails.

Motoring—From the Trans-Canada Highway,
branch roads lead to the Yoho Valley and
Emerald Lake. Private motor vehicles are not
permitted on the fire road into Lake O’Hara.
Particulars on the bus concession operating on
the Lake O'Hara road may be obtained at
Wapta Lodge.

KOOTENAY
NATIONAL PARK
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Location and Description

Kootenay National Park was established in
1920 and has an area of 543 square miles. The
park extends approximately five miles on each
side of the Vermilion-Sinclair section of the
Banff-Windermere Highway for a distance of
60 miles. It includes the valleys of the Vermilion
and Kootenay Rivers which form natural avenues
for travel. Situated on the western slope of the
Canadian Rockies, it contains superb mountain

The stark beauty of Sinclair Canyon draws
many visitors to Kootenay National Park.

scenery, deep canyons, spectacular waterfalls,
an iceberg lake and mineral hot springs.

How to Reach the Park

The Banff - Windermere Highway, the first
motor road constructed across the central Cana-
dian Rockies, is one of the main approaches
from the south leading to the mountain national
parks. It traverses the park north to south link-
ing the Trans-Canada Highway with British
Columbia Highway No. 95. Connection is thus
provided with Banff, Yoho and Jasper National
Parks on the north and Cranbrook, Kingsgate
and points in the United States to the south.

Recreation
Angling—Four lakes, three rivers and several

small streams offer good fishing during certain
seasons of the year.

Visitors can obtain up-to-date information
from the park information bureau or park
wardens about the best fishing waters and
species to be caught.

Mineral Hot Springs—For the greater con-
venience of park visitors to enjoy the waters of
Radium Hot Springs, a modern bathing estab-
lishment has been provided. Two outdoor pools
fed by water flowing directly from these
mineralized hot springs are available the year
round. The natural pool is fed by deep sub-
terranean hot springs which issue from the rock
at a temperature of 114°F. The same source
supplies the modern pool, maintained at an
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average temperature of 85°F. These waters are
odorless and tasteless, and tests by government
analysts indicate a high chemical content. The
Aquacourt contains steam rooms, massage rooms,
plunge pools, dressing booths, lockers, first-aid
rooms, staff rooms and a coffee bar. There is an
elevator for the use of wheel-chair patients
and a broad roof terrace for sun bathers and
spectators.

Hiking—Many trails of varying length and
difficulty are to be found throughout the park.
A self-guided nature trail is located near Radium
Hot Springs townsite.

Visitors must register with the park superin-
tendent before undertaking trail trips or hikes
involving camping out overnight and report
back on return.

Mountain Climbing—See Regulations under
“General Information”.

GLACIER

NATIONAL PARK
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Location and Description

Glacier National Park contains an area of 521
square miles in the heart of the Selkirk Moun-
tains, which lie west of the Canadian Rockies
within the great northern bend of the Columbia
River. The park was established in 1886—one of
the first areas in Canada to be set apart as a
public possession.

Of all Canada’s lofty mountain ranges, none
possesses greater physical attractions than the
Selkirks. Ages older than the Rockies, these
peaks have a character so distinct as to be
recognized at once. Many of the highest moun-
tains in the Selkirk Range are included in the
park area, some rising to heights of more than
11,000 feet. These snow - capped pinnacles,
flanked by immense ice-fields and sparkling
glaciers, stand sentinel over a kingdom of
canyons and caverns, turbulent rivers and water-
falls, brilliant against a background of forest-

Exploring ice crevasses on the Illecillewaet Glacier
is just some of the fun at Glacier National Park.

clad slopes. For lovers of primitive nature, this
vast alpine panorama, with its wealth of flower-
filled meadows and valleys, gives to the park
unusual charm, compounded of both beauty and
challenge.

One of the outstanding attractions of the park
is the Illecillewaet Glacier, less than 4 miles from
Glacier Station. The snow-field is reached by a
good trail involving very little climbing. This
gigantic mass of ice falls more than 3,500 feet
from the névé and is almost 10 square miles in
area. Seen from the trail, it gleams through the
green forest. Although actually 5 miles distant,
the ice mass appears close at hand. In spite of
the enormous snowfall for which the district
is noted, this glacier, in common with other
glaciers in the Canadian Rockies and Selkirks,
is gradually retreating.

Recreation

There is a network of good trails radiating
from Illecillewaet Highway to places of out-
standing beauty and interest to the nature lover.
One popular trail goes to the ridge on Mount
Abbott affording striking views of the Asulkan
and Illecillewaet Glaciers and such peaks as
Cheops, Grizzly, Sifton, Hermit, Shaughnessy,
Grant, Macdonald, Avalanche and famous Mount
Sir Donald. This trail passes through mag-
nificent stands of cedar, hemlock and alpine
fir trees. The upland meadows are covered with
alpine flowers of many varieties. Another broad

trail leads to the Cougar Valley past Nakimu
Caves offering views of outstanding mountain
cataracts and rock formations. This alpine mea-
dow land is a study in plants and flowers indi-
genous to the mountains. Other trails lead to the
magnificent glaciers, past rugged peaks and
through wilderness areas of superb beauty and
attraction. The Nakimu Caves are closed to the
public until suitable access is provided. Most
trails in the area are not long and can be walked
easily in one day from the campground.

Length
Name Location in Miles
Nakimu Caves and From Glacier Station westerly along
Cougar Valley old “Tally Ho” road........ccoccueuuee. 6
Hermit From Rogers Pass Trail to Alpine
Hut on Hermit Mountain.......... 2
Balu Pass From Rogers Pass to Nakimu Caves
—The Cougar Valley Trail........... 4

From Glacier Station to Marion
Lake and shoulder of Mount

Mount Abbott

ABDOE s o oot 6
Asulkan Pass From Glacier Station south along

Asulkan Brook.................. 7
Glacier Crest From Asulkan Pass Trail easterly to

a point overlooking the Illecille-

waet Glacier and névé.. ... 2
Great Glacier From Asulkan Pass Trail south

easterly along Illecillewaet River

to the foot of Illecillewaet Glacier 2
Sir Donald From Glacier Station southeast on

north side of Illecillewaet River to

Vaux Glacier at base of Mount

Sir Donald..........cccccovivecvieeccncccnneee. 8.5
Avalanche Crest From Glacier Station to base of

Mount Avalanche. 3.5
Beaver River From Stoney Creek — South on

Beaver River......................... 30

Grizzly Creek and From Grizzly Creek Bridge on the
Bald Mountain Beaver River Trail easterly to west
side of Copperstain Creek, thence
south to park boundary. .. ... 9
From Flat Creek Warden's cabin
north-westerly to the head of Bos-
tock Creek and the west boundary

Bostock Creek

of the Patk.oonmmmnmnnsrss 4
Flat Creek From Flat Creek Warden’s cabin
south to head of Flat Creek.......... 6
Incomappleux From Flat Creek Pass south along
River Slick Creek to the Incomappleux
River to the south boundary of the
DATK ... oo ensormemiommasesennerepagaessioasiiatis n
Mountain Creek From Bostock Summit to Mountain
Creek ... 9

Periodically, the Alpine Club of Canada holds
both summer and winter camps in the park.
The club has a permanent hut near Glacier
Station and another on Hermit Mountain.

Superb high-country skiing facilities are avail-
able in Glacier National Park, particularly in the
Asulkan Valley, 5 miles from Glacier Station.
Ten square miles of glacier and névé provide
a wide variety of skiing conditions, including
4,000-foot vertical drops and downhill runs up
to four miles.

Fishing in Glacier Park is largely confined to
streams. These usually have a rapid flow and
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consequently the fish populations are not large.
Dolly Varden and Rocky Mountain whitefish
are present in most streams, and fishing is best
in autumn when the streams are freer of silt.

MOUNT REVELSTOKE

NATIONAL PARK
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Location and Description

Mount Revelstoke National Park is situated in
the angle formed by the Illecillewaet and
Columbia Rivers and includes rolling alpine
landscapes at altitudes of over 6,000 feet. The
park lies on the western slope of the Selkirk
Mountains between the valleys of the Columbia
River on the east and the Illecillewaet River
on the south and stretches across to the Clach-
nacudainn Range. Mount Revelstoke was estab-
lished as a National Park in 1914. The views
from the Lookout at The Summit are breath-
taking. Three mountain ranges are visible from
this location—Monashee, Selkirk and Purcell.
To the west is Eagle Pass through which run the
Trans-Canada Highway and the Canadian
Pacific Railway. Across the picturesque Colum-
bia Valley rises the Monashee Range, dominated
by triple-peaked Mount Begbie, and to the
north of the Lookout, nearer at hand, the
Clachnacudainn Snowfield’s peaks which are
visible from this vantage point include Begbie,
MacPherson, Mackenzie, Tilley, Ghost Rock,
Harry and Twin Buttes. A “view identifier”,
with arrows pointing to the various peaks and
glaciers in the vicinity has been erected at the
Lookout. The arrows bear the name and elevation
of each peak; also the names of the glaciers. Far
below, the city of Revelstoke spreads out like a
giant fan at the junction of Columbia and Illecil-
lewaet Rivers.

How to Reach the Park

Mount Revelstoke National Park is accessible
from the city of Revelstoke, which is served both
by railway and the Trans-Canada Highway. The
18-mile road leading to The Summit on Mount
Revelstoke from the Trans-Canada Highway is
closed to the public for a period of at least two

years to allow the road to be reconstructed and
paved. During this time, The Summit is not
accessible by car to the public, although trails
permit hiking into that area. There are no camp-
grounds or any commercial accommodation open
to the public at present at Mount Revelstoke
National Park.

Revelstoke is on the main trans-continental
line of the Canadian Pacific Railway which
provides a daily service east and west. It is also
situated on the Trans-Canada Highway, which
forms part of the highway from Vancouver to
Banff and points east. An approach from the
south by highway may also be made via Nelson,
Nakusp and the Arrowhead ferry.

Revelstoke also forms the western terminus of
the “Big Bend” Highway which was opened for
travel in 1940. This stretch, between Revelstoke
and Golden, follows the Columbia River around
its great northern bend, a breath-taking drive of
193 miles through an almost primeval mountain
region.

Trails

There are more than 40 miles of improved
trails in the park. Perhaps the most popular is
the trail leading from the Lookout at The
Su(;nmit to Millar and Eva Lakes, and Lake of
Jade.

Length
Name Location in Miles
Main Mountain From City of Revelstoke to Lookout
Trail Station on Summit of Mount
Revelstoke ........cooiiciiecicicccieienes 8.5
Mile 2 Park Road From Mile 2 on Auto Road along
Trail northwest slopes..........ccoocveeiveeeecenns 4
Mile 6 Park Road From Mile 5% on Auto Road to
Balsam Lake. 6
Mile 8 Park Road From Mile 8 on Auto Road along
eastern slopes.............ccceeeimeeeeeccccneennnn. 1
Mile 12 Park Road From Mile 1215 Auto Road along
slopes to east............cccoevviiiiiiiiinieinanns 4
Millar and Eva From Summit of Mount Revelstoke
Lakes to Millar and Eva Lakes................ 4.5
Jade Lakes From Millar Lake to the Jade Lakes 2

Greely Clachnacu- From Greely northeast up Clachna-

dainn (Hamilton cudainn slopes.............. 5.5
Creek Trail)
North Boundary From Mile 111 on Big Bend High-
way to the Northern Boundary of
. Mount Revelstoke Park............... 9
Clachnacudainn
Nature Trail Loop Trail through Summit area...... 2

Canada’s parks are yours to enjoy.
Prevent forest fires.

Winter Sports

Revelstoke is known as the pioneer champion-
ship ski-jumping centre of Canada, and many of
the earlier records — both amateur and profes-
sional—were made on the southern slopes of
Mount Revelstoke. Recently the hill has been
redesigned and the new ski jump has been
approved by the Canadian Amateur Ski Associa-
tion as an 80-meter hill. Additional develop-
ment of the ski slopes has widened the practice
areas so that novices also enjoy ample oppor-
tunity to perfect their techniques. The downhill
course, one of the most thrilling on the North
American continent, has been laid out on the
southern slopes of the mountain with a length
of 1% miles and a vertical drop of 2,500 feet.

FORT RODD HILL

NATIONAL
HISTORIC PARK

Located at the end of Belmont Road, which
joins Highway 1A, five miles west of Victoria,
B.C., Fort Rodd Hill is the last remaining large
fort on the Pacific Coast of Canada. It was
completed in 1898 and mountéd three 6-inch guns
on disappearing carriages and two 12-pounder
quick-firing guns. During World War II, the
tort was used to defend Esquimalt Harbour
against attack by motor torpedo boats. Near the
fort is. the Fisgard Lighthouse, which was the
first lighthouse on the British Columbia coast
and has been in continuous operation since
1860. It is preserved with the fort as a National
Historic Park.

FORT LANGLEY
NATIONAL
HISTORIC PARK

Fort Langley commemorates the remaining
original building and other reconstructed build-
ings and stockade of the principal Hudson’s Bay
Company post on the Fraser River. Originally
built in 1827, rebuilt in 1840 after burning, the
post was an important agricultural and fishery
establishment. In 1858 British Columbia was
proclaimed a crown colony at a ceremony in the
fort, which for a short time was the provisional
capital.






