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Summary of the 36th Federal-Provincial Wildlife 
Conference 

Conference open ing 
John Tener, conference chairman, officially 

welcomed the delegates and visitors and intro­
duced the Honourable Benoit Comeau, minister 
of Lands and Forests for Nova Scotia. Mr. Comeau 
invited all present to see and enjoy Canada's 
"ocean playground" province. 

He went on to speak of the broadening respon­
sibilities and greater complexities faced by wildlife 
managers in governmental and private agencies 
in this time of greater awareness of environmental 
values and increased demands for the wildlife 
resource. He concluded by challenging those 
present to provide long-term advice for use by 
political, development and conservationist groups 
who share the same goals. 

1. R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of the 
35th conference 

Doug Pollock, conference secretary, reported 
on the action taken on each of the recommenda­
tions from last year's conference. There was no 
discussion. 

2. A p p o i n t m e n t of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
c o m m i t t e e 

Dr. Tener appointed the following to the recom­
mendations committee: Gordon Kerr (chairman), 
Brian Carter, John Bain and John Cameron 
(secretary). 

3. Activit ies of the Canadian Wildlife 
Service 

Dr. Tener reported to the conference on events 
during the past year. 

4. Canadian Wildlife Federat ion 
report 

Dick Passmore briefly summarized his report 
dealing with National Wildlife Week. 

He also spoke briefly about the problems related 
to increasing the ecology content of school 
curriculae: a) lack of background of the teachers 
and b) lack of suitable classroom materials. The 

federation is continuing its efforts towards over­
coming the first, and is producing materials that 
should help solve the second. Learning about 

ecology for children in grade six is now available 
for SI.50. Two other units are being prepared. 

5. Report of Ducks U n l i m i t e d 
(Canada) 

Stew Morrison reported that Ducks Unlimited 
(Canada) had a good year in 1971, working on 
116 projects, 7 in British Columbia, 52 in Alberta, 
25 in Saskatchewan, 23 in Manitoba and 9 in the 
Maritimes (including P.E.I, for the first time.) 

Other activities included production of a film 
Where there's water and a brochure entitled Ducks 

Unlimited, and involvement in the Peace-Atha­
basca Delta Project. Mr. Morrison showed slides 
to illustrate the nature of some of the projects 
referred to above. He concluded by thanking 
those present for their cooperation, which has led 
to the success of the D.U. undertakings. 

6. Report of admin i s t ra t ion c o m ­
m i t t e e for polar bear research and 
m a n a g e m e n t 

Andrew Macpherson briefly outlined the general 
subjects of discussion and the recommendations 
of the committee. 

7. Report of t h e adminis trat ive c o m ­
m i t t e e for caribou preservation 

Nick Novakowski reported on the difficulties 
being faced by the committee in trying to get 
resources for setting up cooperative studies. Most 
of the business and recommendations focused on 
finding ways to overcome the problems. The 
meeting's report will be circulated separately to 
members of the committee. 

8. Co-ordinat ion of in format ion 
act ivi t ies 

John Cameron presented a resume of the in­
formation that he had received and some ideas 
about what cooperative actions might be taken. 
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Discuss ion 
The discussion ranged broadly over the topic, 

asking such fundamental questions as what pur­
poses information activities perform and what 
public we are trying to reach. Partial answers to 
the latter included anti-hunting groups, hunters, 
and all levels of the educational systems. The 
point was made that many problems that seem to 
be biological turn out to be social and should be 
tackled appropriately. 

In terms of emphasis, should information pro­
grams provide information or should they en­
courage people to get out and get their information 
first-hand? It was suggested that wildlife managers 
may be able to learn much about what informa­
tion needs there may be from the response to the 
seminars of the Canadian Council of Resource and 
Environment Ministers. 

In terms of production, material should be of 
high quality in both biological content and design 
or format, with the issuing agency identified, as 
well as the publishing agency, if these are not the 
same. The possibility of setting up a committee to 
look into the above points—and more—was 
raised; finally the topic was referred to the 
recommendations committee. 

9. Report o n the U.N. conference o n 
the h u m a n e n v i r o n m e n t 

John MacTavish of the intergovernmental 
affairs directorate of Environment Canada made 
a brief overview of the Stockholm conference in 
regard to wildlife. He noted that 60 countries now 
have environmental agencies, which seems to 
indicate that understanding is developing. He 
added that the need for information and education 
programs was stressed in much the same terms 
as in the above discussion. 

Regarding wildlife there were two main note­
worthy aspects: 

1) Norway recommended that a working group 
be set up to determine the feasibility of an inter­
national convention to deal with migratory wild­
life—especially wildfowl and polar bears. The 

recommendations of the conference have to be 
approved by the U.N. General Assembly before 
any action occurs. 

2) The draft treaty concerning the import, 
export and transit of endangered plant and animal 
species bogged down and needs considerably more 
work before it can be returned to nations for 
review. At that time, the provinces will be asked 
for their views before Canada takes action on it. 
Of the 26 proposals dealing with marine wildlife 
that Canada put forward, 23 were approved and 
the remaining three will be put before the 1973 
Law of the Sea conference. 

Discuss ion 
During a brief discussion, the point was made 

that governments lose credibility if one depart­
ment is working to protect environmental values 
while another department is taking action that is 
detrimental to the environment. 

10. Progress report on lead sho t 
s u b s t i t u t e research 

Nolan Perret followed up last year's report by 
Darrell Dennis concerning substitute materials 
with a report on the ensuing work on gun barrel 
testing. 

In attemps to span the gap between iron and 
lead shot, N.R.C. tested 300 rounds of the iron 
pellets being used in the U.S. experiments. They 
found noticeable choke damage after 100 rounds 
and considerable damage after 300. Next, they 
experimented with soft copper shot which pro­
duced no gun barrel damage, thereby establishing 
the upper level of hardness possible without 
damage. The lead-iron mixture, being softer than 
the copper, produced no barrel damage after 
300 rounds. 

It is planned to finish barrel testing using 1,000 
rounds per barrel of both the iron and the lead-
iron substitutes to check for movement of gun 
barrel material, and also to look for other kinds 
of shot to test. 

Mr. Perret attended a meeting on this subject 
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