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Summary of the 33rd conference 

Tuesday, July 8 

1. Opening of the conference 
Dr. J.S. Tener, chairman, opened the con­
ference and called on the Honourable J.D. 
Ross, minister of the Department of Lands 
and Forests for the province of Alberta, to 
address the meeting. 

Dr. Ross welcomed the delegates to 
Alberta — "the princess province of Canada." 
He supported the trend in our society towards 
an increased concern with the quality of 
environment, and felt that governments 
should be more active in this area. Resources 
belonging to the people as a whole should be 
carefully husbanded so that the people as a 
whole would benefit. 

2. Recommendations of the 32nd conference 
F.H. Schultz reported on action taken on 
recommendations of last year's conference 
(page15). There was no discussion. 

3. Recommendations committee 
The chairman appointed C.B. Forbes (chair­
man), M. Prime, J.P. Fitzgerald, and D.A. 
Benson (secretary) to the Recommendations 
Committee. 

4. Activities of the Canadian Wildlife Service 
Dr. Tener gave this report (page17). 

5. Canadian Wildlife Federation 
R.C. Passmore reported on the federation's 
activities (page18). Since the printed report 
was available to the delegates Mr. Passmore 
did not read it, but he did ask for discussion 
on two items: improving National Wildlife 
Week; and training of young hunters now 
made possible by the recent revisions of the 
Criminal Code. 

Mr. Passmore indicated a number of 
problems associated with National Wildlife 

Week which he wanted the conference to 
discuss. He asked that provincial directors 
order materials more promptly. Two pro­
vinces mentioned difficulties arising from 
poor timing of wildlife week. This year, for 
the second time in six years, wildlife week 
coincided with Easter school holidays. In 
addition wildlife week now takes place close 
to the time when estimates are being debated 
and when schools are winding up the year's 
work. June, July or September were suggested 
as alternative times. One province liked the 
present time since it coincided with the 
beginning of spring on the prairies. Two 
directors suggested that information on 
posters and other materials be issued earlier. 
Mr. Passmore agreed that a longer planning 
period was needed and drew attention to the 
four recommendations in his report. 

Mr. Passmore reviewed recommendations 
of the Canadian Wildlife Federation with 
respect to licences for young hunters. 

a. Unlicensed hunters below the minimum 
age for first hunting licences in each province 
should be allowed to hunt under close super­
vision of a licensed adult who would share his 
limit with the youngster(s) under his super­
vision. Although the Criminal Code permits 
supervision to be given by a 16-year-old, or 
even a 14-year-old if he had a permit to 
possess, we would suggest that the supervisor 
should be no younger than 21 years. 

b. A learner's licence permitting hunting 
under the supervision of a licensed adult 
should be issued to persons between the age 
of 14 years and the age at which a person can 
be licensed to hunt on his own. Such a licence 
should provide for a separate bag limit and 
might be issued only to persons who have 
graduated from a hunter safety training pro­
gram. 
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c. With the two previous recommendations 
providing for a relatively long period of 
supervised training, 16 might be a suitable age 
at which to issue a first licence permitting a 
young person to hunt on his own. Combined 
with the hunter safety training programs now 
compulsory or available in almost all pro­
vinces, supervised field experience and more 
formal training and testing should provide 
ample opportunity for young hunters to 
develop a sense of responsibility not now 
found in some segments of the hunting 
fraternity. 

Dr. J. Hatter said that B.C. had changed 
the requirements for persons under 18. Those 
under 18 must be in the company of a person 
21 years of age or older. Although no studies 
have been made, he thought that there had 
been fewer accidents since the regulations had 
been changed. 

B.C. Carter said that New Brunswick 
permitted 14-year-olds to hunt if they were 
supervised by a licensed hunter at least 18 
years old. The 14-year-old must have passed a 
hunter's course and must have a minor's 
licence. There has been only one accident in 
the last 8 or 10 years, and the plan is 
considered to be quite successful. Changes in 
the course are planned for 1970. The only 
difficulty has been arranging courses through­
out the province. 

6. Polar Bear Committee 
Dr. N. Novakowski reported on the first 
administrative meeting of the committee. 
There was no discussion. 

7. Resource co-ordination problem 
C. de Laet, secretary general of the Canadian 
Council of Resource Ministers, first reviewed 
the work of the council. The council consists 
of 11 ministers of the crown, one from each 

province and one from the federal govern­
ment. It is not a decision-making body but 
does provide a consultative forum where 
problems may be discussed before decisions 
are made. This has been done in a variety of 
ways. Two national conferences {Resources 
for Tomorrow in 1961, and Pollution and Our 
Environment in 1966) have been held; 
another, Multiple Use of Resources and Out­
door Recreation, is scheduled for 1973. Sug­
gestions for the next conference were invited. 
Two water seminars have been held and a 
forestry seminar is proposed for next year. 

Mr. de Laet mentioned growing world­
wide concern over the benefits and drawbacks 
of man's action on his environment, the need 
for co-ordination in dealing with these matters, 
and the importance of the multiple-use con­
cept in managing resources. 

8. Canada Land Inventory 
Dr. V.E.F. Solman reported on progress of the 
Canada Land Inventory (page23). The first 
five wildlife capability maps have been 
published, and another 50 are in process. 
Eventually there will be about 400 maps 
altogether. The first five will be available from 
the Queen's Printer within a month; another 
six, in two months; and 20, by the end of the 
year. Work is going on in all the provinces and 
this will reduce the possibility of one resource 
being developed at the expense of the others. 
These "real, working tools" will shortly be in 
the hands of anyone who wants them. 

9. Migratory birds regulations — open session 
Dr. F.G. Cooch introduced this discussion. 
Three topics were discussed: the use of 
raptors for hunting, the regulations with 
respect to power boats, and the regulations 
with respect to bag limits. 
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