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Abstract 
On Kugong Island, the westernmost of the 
Belcher Islands, 49 species of birds were re
corded between May 5 and July 14, and between 
September 2 and 22, 1971. Of these, 26 species 
were thought to nest or to have nested on 
Kugong Island and four were new records for 
the Belcher Islands. Arrival dates, nesting data, 
numbers seen and, where practicable, population 
estimates are given. The North Belcher, Sleeper, 
Ottawa and King George islands were visited 
between July 31 and September 2 and, as far as 
time and season permitted, similar observations 
were made. A table listing 1971 and earlier 
records (71 species) for the five groups of 
islands is given. In all, 202 specimens of birds 
were collected; weights and fat estimates are 
given for most of these. Reasons for referring 
eastern North American specimens of Calcarius 
lapponicus (Lapland Longspur) to C. I. sub-
calcaratus arc given. There are notes on 10 
species of mammals which now occupy or have 
occupied the islands or surrounding seas. 
Lemmings were at a cyclic high on Kugong 
Island in the spring and early summer, but they 
had virtually disappeared by September. 
Examples of cyclic synchrony across water and 
ice barriers are discussed. Trapped lemmings 
were predominantly females (39% males), 
whereas 67% of those caught by a retriever were 
males. The difference is significant (P<0.005). 
Two hundred and sixty four mammals were 
collected. 

R é s u m é 
On a relevé, du 5 mai au 14 juillet 1971 et du 
2 au 22 septembre de la même année, la présence 
de 49 espèces d'oiseaux dans l'île Kugong, la plus 
occidentale de l'archipel Belcher. On estimait 
que 26 de ces espèces nichaient à l'île Kugong 
ou l'avaient déjà fait et qu'il s'en trouvait 
quatre dont la présence dans l'archipel était 
relevée pour la première fois. Le présent rapport 
énonce les dates d'arrivée et de nidification, le 
nombre d'oiseaux observés ainsi que, dans la 
mesure du possible, le nombre estimatif de la 
population. En autant que le temps et la saison 
le permettaient, de semblables observations ont 
été effectuées lors de visites des îles Belcher-
Nord, Dormeuses, Ottawa et du Roi-Georges 
effectuées entre le 31 juillet et le 2 septembre. 
Le rapport comporte aussi un tableau des données 
obtenues en 1971 et auparavant, portant sur 
71 espèces, en fonction des cinq sous-ensembles 
d'îles qui constituent l'archipel. On a recueilli en 
tout 202 spécimens ornithologiques dont pour la 
plupart on énonce ici le poids et la teneur estima
tive en graisse. L'auteur s'explique par ailleurs 
de ses raisons d'attribuer à la sous-espèce C. I. 
subcalcurulus les spécimens de l'espèce Calcarius 
lapponicus (Bruant lapon) de l'est nord-amé
ricain. Des notes sur 10 espèces de mammifères 
actuellement ou antérieurement présentes dans 
les parages figurent également dans ce rapport. 
Les lemmings en étaient au point culminant 
de leur cycle à l'île Kugong au printemps et au 
début de l'été, mais ils étaient à peu près 
disparus septembre venu. Il est fait état de consi
dération à propos de faits pertinents à la question 
du synchronisme en présence de barrières d'eau 
et de glace. Quelque 6 1 % des lemmings pris au 
piège étaient femelles alors qu'étaient des mâles 
67% de ceux qu'avait pris un chien d'arrêt. 
La différence est significative: (P<0.005) . 
On a recueilli 264 mammifères en tout. 
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lut rod net ion 

In 1971 I was on the islands of! the east coast of 
Hudson Bay from May 3 to Septemher 23. The 
main purpose of the trip was to snare and tag 
polar bears, under a contract from the Canadian 
Wildlife Service (CWS). A subsidiary purpose 
was to make a general biological survey of the 
places visited. I was accompanied by Brenda 
Carter, a wildlife and landscape artist. 
In the early spring of 1973 we visited the Belcher 
Islands for 5 days, March 28 to April 1, and 
flew 25 hours by helicopter in search of bears. 
The purpose of this paper is to summarise oui-
observations of birds and mammals and to 
amplify the meagre informatilon hitherto 
available on these little-studied islands. 

The first zoological expedition to the Belcher 
Islands was that of 0 . J. Murie on behalf of the 
Carnegie Museum. Between August 14 and 30, 
1915, he visited Tukarak Island, the north end of 
Flaherty Island and Moore Island (Todd 1963). 
In 1938 J. K. Doutt and A. C. Twomey, also 
from the Carnegie Museum, spent from April 13 
to near the end of August based at the Hudson's 
Bay Co. post on Tukarak Island. Most of their 
collecting was done on that island but they 
made brief trips to Flaherty Island. On August 
17 they visited the north end of Johnson Island, 
one of the North Belcher Islands, and between 
August 18 and 22 the Sleeper Islands (Doutt 
1939, Twomey and Hcrrick 1942, Todd 1963). 
Todd (1963) evidently considered that the latter 
period was spent at the 'North Sleepers' which 
he equated with the Marcopeet Islands. These 
islands are, however, little more than raised 
shoals of rock and pebbles, with scarcely any 
vegetation and it seems unlikely that the birds 
recorded would have been seen there. There 
is no good harbour and I could not persuade 
the Eskimos to remain there overnight on either 
of my earlier visits in 1944 or 1971. The Marco
peet Islands are, moreover, about 30 km north 

of the north end of the Sleeper Islands, and 
Twomey (Twomey and Hcrrick 1942) neither 
mentions this crossing nor indicates it on his 
route map. Also the termination of their voyage 
is clearly shown on the map in Doutt (1939) 
to be at the north end of Kidney Island. There 
can therefore be no doubt that the records 
which Todd (1963) attributes to the Marcopeet 
Islands refer to the north end of the Sleeper 
Islands. The ornithological results of both the 
above Carnegie Museum expeditions were re
corded for the first time by Todd (1963). 
Freeman (1970«, b), who spent the summers of 
1959 and I960 and the late winter of 1961 on the 
Belcher Islands, mostly between the southwest 
corner of Kasegalik Lake and Kasegalik River 
mouth, includes a summary of previous obser
vations on the birds, together with his own 
records. I have not repeated this in the text, but 
I have provided a list (App. 1) of the species 
previously recorded. This includes nine species 
listed by Todd (1963) but omitted by Freeman 
(1970a). 

We selected Kugong Island for our base 
camp because its westerly position, near the 
main Hudson Bay pack ice, made it a likely 
place for bears. It was also interesting because 
it had not been visited by Murie, Doutt or 
Twomey (Todd 1963), or in summer by Freeman 
(1970«). Our visit to the Sleeper, Ottawa and 
King George Islands was brief and rather late in 
the season. As far as I know these islands have 
not been visited by an ornithologist since I 
was there in 1944. In this paper I have referred 
only occasionally to my earlier records 
(Manning 1946,1949). 

Two hundred and two specimens of birds 
were collected for the Royal Ontario Museum 
and 264 specimens of mammals for the Royal 
Ontario Museum and the National Museum of 
Natural Sciences. 
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