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Introduction

Cormorants are found around most waters of
the earth. These large. black diving birds nest
near shallow waters with abundant fish. either
on islets, cliff ledges or in trees. Van Tets (1965)
distinguished two groups of cormorants: 1)
birds which breed both by inland waters and on
coasts: 2) birds which are exclusively marine.
Only species of the first group occupy eastern
North America. Here the range of the large
species of the eastern hemisphere. Phalacrocorax
carbo. referred to successively in North Ameri-
can publications as the Common. European. or
Great Cormorant. meets that of its smaller North
American relative I’. auritus, the Double-crested
Cormorant. This paper refers to these as carbo
and auritus. respectively. The account is largely
restricted to the cormorants of the Atlantic
Provinces and adjacent coasts of Quebec, with
particular reference to carbo. Auritus received
intensive study in eastern North America 30-40
vears ago (Lewis. 1929: Mendall. 1936). but
information on carbo is sketchy (cf. Townsend,
in Bent. 1922: Palmer, 1962). Observers, due to
inexperience or distance. often confuse these
two cormorant species. and their relative and
absolute numbers have changed greatly during
the past 150 years. This paper summarizes the
historical records of numbers and distribution,
and presents some details on breeding biology
and reproductive success of carbo in eastern
Canada. as a baseline against which to measure
future changes.






