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Wildlife Management Bulletins are produced to make available to 
wildlife administrators the information contained in reports 
whioii are submitted by officers of the Canadian Wildlife Service0 

Til® reports do not,, in most cases,, cover extensive studies and 
are not written primarily for publication,, Recommendations 
arising from the studies are not included 0 



Introduction 

Elk Island National Park is situated in the 

Cooking Lake Highlands of central Alberta approximately 25 

miles east of Edmonton. The mean latitude is approximately 

33° 38' N. Its southern part is intersected by Highway No. 16; 

entry is also easily made from the north by leaving Highway 

No. 15 at the town of Lamont. Various roads in the park give 

ready access to different parts of this attractive wilderness 

area including Astotin Lake, the chief point of interest for 

most visitors. 

In one respect, at least, this reserve is unique 

among the National Parks of Canada. It was the first mammal 

sanctuary to be established by the Federal Government — an event 

that took place in 1/06, 

This paper is devoted to birds, but it seems desirable 

to touch briefly upon the circumstances of the origin of the park 

even though it was created wholly as a sanctuary for a big game 

animal species. At that time elk were being rapidly destroyed in 

the remaining virgin areas of central Alberta. The establishment 

of the park not only saved them from regional extirpation, but 

also provided sanctuary for many other forms of wildlife. Among 

these were several important species of big game animals and a 

rather notable waterfowl population. The park has since played a 
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