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Part I 

ORGANIZATION AND ORIENTATION 

1• Introduction 

The history of the fur industry has followed the 

same general pattern in various regions of the North American 

continent. In the beginning there was a dense population of 

fur-bearers which was exploited with increasing intensity by 

an ever-growing number of pioneer trappers., The more valuable 

species inevitably disappeared except in the'most inaccessible 

places. The more prolific species were reduced in numbers and 

sometimes all but exterminated over much of their former range. 

Under even rudimentary forms of management, however, the 

prolific species were able to regain something of their 

original abundance and become the mainstay of the industry. 

In the heyday of the beaver trapper the muskrat was considered 

too insignificant to repay the energy required to trap and 

skin it, but it is now regarded as the most important of the 

fur-bearers. 

In modern concept, the management of a wild animal 

species involves more than the mere preservation of the species. 

It includes the attempt to produce and harvest a crop, follow­

ing in a broad way the principles of scientific agriculture. 

Any such attempt requires as a starting point certain basic 

information about the species being managed and its relation­

ship to the land on which it is produced and to the other 

animals associated with it. It is also important to study 

the means of harvesting the crop and the factors affecting 

its market value. 


