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Wildlife Management Bulletins are
produced to make available to wildlife
administrators the information contained
in reports which are submitted by officers
of the Canadian Wildlife Service.

The reports do not, in most cases,
cover extensive studies and are not writ-
ten primarily for publication. Recom-
mendations arising from the studies are
not included.




INTRODUCTION

In 1949, concern for the diminishing numbers
of the walrus in the Canadian Eastern Arctic led to the
passing of an act for its protection. The act forbade
the killing of walruses except by Eskimos, half-breed
Eskimos, and certain white residents. It set an annual
quota of seven walruses for each married Eskimo and four
for each single one. Only one hunt per year was to be
made, under Royal Canadian Mounted Police supervision,
from Walrus Island, Nottingham Island, and Salisbury
Island. A sea mammal questionnaire designed Jointly by
the Canadian wWildlife Service, Department of Northern
Affalrs and Natlonal Resources, and the Department of
Fisheries in 1952 was distributed to responsible persons
in the Eastern Arctic.

The present investigation was initiated by the
Northern Administration and Lands Branch as a result of
reports from many northern sources that Eskimos were
failing to obtain walruses in the traditional hunting-
grounds, particularly along the west side of Hudson Bay
in the Chesterfield Inlet region. The Canadian Wildlife
Service undertook the investigation and the writer was
assigned to 1t. Coral Harbour, Southampton Island was
chosen as the centre of activity because large herds were
reported in that vicinity and the economy of the natives
of the area was known to be largely dependent upon the
walrus. Also, Coral Harbour 1s relatively accessible
from Churchill, Manitoba.

An extensive investigation was planned as a
pilot study for more intensive research. Its general ob-
Jectives were:

(a) to determine the present status, distribution
and movements of the Atlantic walrus;

(b) to determine its current population trends;

(¢) to investigate its life history and ecological
relations;

(d) to analyse human utilization of the resource; and
(e) to suggest a program for future management.
This report presents the data which accrued from

a review of the literature, from field and laboratory
studies, and from other sources, which are designated.






