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Wildlife Management Bulletins are 
produced to make available to wildlife 
administrators the information contained 
in reports which are submitted by officers 
of the Canadian Wildlife Service. 

The reports do not, in most cases, 
cover extensive studies and are not writ­
ten primarily for publication. Recom­
mendations arising from the studies are 
not included. 



INTRODUCTION 

In 19̂ -9» concern for the diminishing numbers 
of the walrus In the Canadian Eastern Arctic led to the 
passing of an act for its protection. The act forbade 
the killing of walruses except by Eskimos, half-breed 
Eskimos, and certain white residents. It set an annual 
quota of seven walruses for each married Eskimo and four 
for each single one. Only one hunt per year was to be 
made, under Royal Canadian Mounted Police supervision, 
from Walrus Island, Nottingham Island, and Salisbury 
Island. A sea mammal questionnaire designed jointly by 
the Canadian Wildlife Service, Department of Northern 
Affairs and National Resources, and the Department of 
Fisheries In 1952 was distributed to responsible persons 
In the Eastern Arctic. 

The present investigation was initiated by the 
Northern Administration and Lands Branch as a result of 
reports from many northern sources that Eskimos were 
falling to obtain walruses In the traditional hunting-
grounds, particularly along the west side of Hudson Bay 
In the Chesterfield Inlet region. The Canadian Wildlife 
Service undertook the investigation and the writer was 
assigned to it. Coral Harbour, Southampton Island wa3 
chosen as the centre of activity because large herd3 were 
reported In that vicinity and the economy of the natives 
of the area was known to be largely dependent upon the 
walrus. Also, Coral Harbour is relatively accessible 
from Churchill, Manitoba. 

An extensive investigation was planned as a 
pilot study for more intensive research. Its general ob­
jectives were: 

(a) to determine the present status, distribution 
and movements of the Atlantic walrus; 

(b) to determine its current population trends; 

(c) to Investigate its life history and ecological 
relations; 

(d) to analyse human utilization of the resource; and 

(e) to suggest a program for future management. 

This report presents the data which accrued from 
a review of the literature, from field and laboratory 
studies, and from other sources, which are designated. 
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ITINERARY 

The writer flew a preliminary aerial survey 
in a Royal Canadian Air Force Lancaster bomber over 
White Island, Walrus Island, Nottingham Island, and 
Salisbury Island on August 5* 1952, and reached Coral 
Harbour on October 2 in the same year. That was too 
late for the last autumn hunt, but local white residents 
and English-speaking Eskimos were Interviewed to obtain 
data on utilization. 

In February, 1953, observations were made on 
walruses feeding at the floe edge off the south shore of 
Southampton Island. Several days were spent in March at 
an Eskimo camp on the east coast of Melville Peninsula, 
25 miles south of Igloollk. From March 28 to April 16, 
the writer accompanied a departmental survey party that 
visited by air many of the mainland settlements In the 
Eastern Arctic and gathered data on the life history and 
utilization of the walrus at each settlement. During 
July, August and September the writer went out with the 
Eskimo hunters in their Peterhead boats hunting walruses 
off Coats Island and Seahorse Point, Southampton Island. 
Through the courtesy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
an aerial survey, accompanying one of their waterfowl survey 
parties, of Coats and Walrus Islands and the east coast of 
Southampton Island, was possible on July 16. The writer left 
Coral Harbour on October 15, 1953-

The 195^ field work began with a week spent 
observing a herd of some J00 walruses on Walrus Island 
and taking notes on their social behaviour. During 
August and September a tagging project was undertaken; 
a chartered Peterhead boat provided transportation and 
its Eskimo crew assisted with the tagging. Specimens were 
collected to provide biological data. On August 20 an 
aerial census was flown over known haullng-out grounds 
on Walrus, Bencas, and Coats Islands and Seahorse Point 
The final trip in the Peterhead was made in late August 
and early September. On September 13, the writer left 
Coral Harbour. During the following winter the biological 
material was worked up at Ottawa and at St. Andrews, N.B. 
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