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Wildlife Management Bulletins are produced to make available to wildlife 
administrators the information contained in reports which are submitted 
by officers of the Canadian Wildlife Service. 

The reports do not, in most cases, cover extensive studies and are not 
written primarily for publication. Recommendations arising from the 
studies are not included. 



Preface 

This account of the barren-ground caribou inhabiting the northern 
mainland of Canada between Hudson Bay and Mackenzie River is concerned with 
an investigation by the Canadian Wildlife Service. The writer was assigned 
to the leadership of the investigation during the initial phase, from 1948 
to 1950. 

A short popular account of that phase of the investigation was 
prepared by the writer and published in 1951. The present publication is 
intended to make available to scientists and game management officers details 
not included in the popular version, and to present as complete an account of 
the subspecies as present knowledge permits. 

In the preparation of this account the assistance of various officers 
of the Department, residents of the Northwest Territories, and others in the 
identification of plants, mosses, and in other matters, is gratefully acknow­
ledged. 

As indicated on the title page, this volume deals mainly with history, 
status past and present, range, and migrations of the caribou. Other aspects 
of the study including physical description, behaviour, food requirements, 
vital statistics, and human utilization are dealt with in a second volume 
published concurrently in this series as Number 10B. 


