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Casting a line in the Rupert River, Quebec. 
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'It is difficult to find in life any event 
which so effectually condenses intense 
nervous sensation into the shortest 
possible space of time as does the 
work of shooting, or running an im
mense rapid. There is no to i l , no heart 
breaking labour about it, but as much 
coolness, dexterity, and skill as man 
can throw into the work of hand, eye 
and head; knowledge of when to strike 
and how to do it; knowledge of water 
and rock, and of the one hundred com
binations which rock and water can 
assume — for these two things, rock 
and water, taken in the abstract, fail as 
completely to convey any idea of their 
fierce embracings in the throes of a 
rapid as the fire burning quietly in a 
drawing-room fireplace fails to convey 
the idea of a house wrapped and 
sheeted in f lames." 

Sir Wi l l iam Francis Butler (1872) 
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Foreword 

Wild rivers are a priceless part of our 
natural heritage. Untouched by the 
march of man's technological progress, 
these waterways are the arteries of 
our land, and one of the main elements 
in its growth to nationhood. 

Long before Europeans laid eyes on 
them, these rivers served the native 
peoples as sources of food and means 
of transportation. Later, the rivers 
were to carry the Europeans on voy
ages of exploration and exploitation 

throughout the vast interior of the 
continent. The settlers who fol lowed 
travelled the same routes. 

The waterways were the mainstay 
of the fur trade; they were the highways 
to the gold rushes. They did much 
to provide the economic nourishment 
through which Canada grew to its 
present stature. 

With the advent of modern technol
ogy, some of our rivers were harnessed 
to serve our newfound needs. But 
thousands of kilometres of waterways, 
and the land they pass through, remain 
essentially untouched. 
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