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INTRODUCTION AVANT-PROPOS 

Over the past decade the Metal Unit of the Material 
Culture Section, Archaeology Research Division, 
Canadian Parks Service, has maintained a reference 
file identifying marks found on metal artifacts. This 
book is a selection of marks on file that relate 
primarily to tableware items, from the late 18th 
century to about 1900. These marks were used on 
tableware and other small hardware goods made in 
base metals in Great Britain, Germany, France and 
the United States. The Parks file has proven to be 
useful to researchers and archaeologists for 
identifying the origin and the date range of 
tableware and related metal artifacts from a variety 
of archaeological sites. 

Au sein de la Direction des recherches archdo-
logiques du Service canadien des pares, le Groupe 
mdtal de la Section des recherches sur la culture 
matdrielle s'occupe, depuis la derniere ddcennie, 
d'un dossier de reTdrences sur les poincons estam-
pillds sur les artefacts en metal. Le pr6sent ouvrage 
traite de certains de ces poincons retrouves essentiel-
lement sur la vaisselle, entre la fin du XVIIIe siecle et 
1900 environ. Ces poincons ont et6 utilises sur la 
vaisselle et autres petits articles de quincaillerie 
fabriquds en m6taux non prdcieux en Grande-
Bretagne, en Allemagne, en France et aux Etats-
Unis. Ce dossier a permis aux chercheurs et archeo-
logues du Service canadien des pares de pr6ciser 
l'origine et la pdriode de fabrication de la vaisselle et 
autres artefacts en metaux provenant de divers sites 
archdologiques. 

The manufacture of base metals has never had the 
continuous control that has been applied to precious 
metals, even where silver-plating was concerned. 
The variety of metals used for tableware products 
meant that several different metal industries were 
involved, each with their own particular technology 
and manufacturing methods. 

La fabrication d'objets en metaux non prdcieux n'a 
jamais fait Fob-jet du controle strict auquel a dtd 
soumis le secteur des mdtaux prdcieux, meme dans 
le cas du placage d'argent. Vu la diversitd des 
mdtaux utilises pour la fabrication de la vaisselle, 
plusieurs entreprises differentes sont concernees, 
chacune possedant ses propres methodes de fabri­
cation et sa technologic 

The base metals used in the manufacture of 
domestic goods included the ferrous metals, iron 
and steel, tin alloys (including pewter), and copper 
alloys such as the brasses and nickel-silver. Tin and 
silver were used as plating materials. Sheffield and 
Birmingham were among the large metal 
manufacturing centres in England that had local 
registries of marks kept by trade organizations: the 
Cutlers' Company of Sheffield or the Worshipful 
Company of Pewterers. These compendiums only 
include marks used by manufacturers. Marks were 
also applied to metal goods by wholesalers or fac­
tors, and retailers. In some instances there would 
have been more than one manufacturer, as in the 
case of many knives in which the blades were made 
by one manufacturer, the handles by another and yet 

Les mdtaux non prdcieux qui entraient dans la 
fabrication des articles domestiques comprennent les 
mdtaux ferreux, le fer et Lacier, les alliages de fer 
blanc (y compris Fdtain) et les alliages de cuivre, 
tels le laiton et l'argenton. Le fer blanc et Fargent 
servaient au placage. Les villes de Sheffield et 
Birmingham comptaient parmi les grands centres de 
fabrication d'articles en mdtal en Angleterre ou on 
conservait des registres des poincons propres aux 
corps de mdtiers locaux : la Cutlers' Company of 
Sheffield ou la Worshipful Company of Pewterers. 
Ces registres ne comprennent que les poincons utili­
ses par les fabricants. Les grossistes ou agents et 
les ddtaillants apposaient dgalement des poincons 
sur les articles en mdtal. Dans certains cas il peut 
y avoir eu plus d'un fabricant; pour de nombreux 
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a third manufacturer may have finished or plated the 
final product. The retail firm selling the knives may 
also have had its own registered mark. In the early 
19th century, before there was a viable steel 
industry in America, knife blades were often 
imported from Great Britain, but the handles were 
made by American manufacturers. Thus even the 
origin of the item is confusing. In the late 19th 
century many American retailers commissioned 
such products from well-known manufacturers, but 
applied their own trade names, as they do to the 
present time. These, and other such manufacturing 
complexities, were common throughout the period 
concerned, but the mark on the final product usually 
provides some indication of the source of the 
artifact. 

couteaux, les lames dtant fabriqudes par une entre-
prise et les manches par une autre et la finition ou Ie 
placage se faisant chez une troisieme. Le ddtaillant qui 
vendait ces couteaux pouvait egalement y apposer son 
propre poincon homologue. Au ddbut du XIXe siecle 
avant que rIndustrie de l'acier ne soit viable en 
Amerique, les lames de couteaux dtaient souvent 
importees de Grande-Bretagne et les manches fabri-
ques aux Etats-Unis. II est done parfois difficile de 
ddterminer l'origine d'un article. A la fin du XIXL 

siecle, plusieurs d6taillants amdricains commandaient 
des produits a des fabricants bien connus, puis y 
appliquaient leurs propres poincons, comme cela se 
fait encore de nos jours. Malgrd toutes ces com-
plexites, frdquentes au cours de la periode dtudide, le 
poincon qui apparait sur un article donne gdndra-
lement une bonne indication de sa provenance. 

Many companies manufacturing small hardware 
items, such as hand tools and tableware, were in 
existence for a long period of time, using the same 
mark or marks. Many marks used by firms with 
established reputations were bought by a successor 
who continued their use long after the original 
company had ceased operation. Thus, it may appear 
that the same mark was used by more than one 
manufacturer until the dates of the two companies 
are compared. When a mark has been in use over a 
prolonged period, as it has in many British firms, 
the dating of a particular piece may have to be 
determined on stylistic grounds, or on an analysis of 
the metal or metal technology used in its manu­
facture. 

Bien des entreprises qui fabriquaient de petits 
articles de quincaillerie, par exemple des outils a 
main et de la vaisselle, dtaient en activitd depuis 
longtemps et utilisaient le ou les memes poincons. II 
arrivait aussi que des poincons utilises par des 
entreprises a la reputation etablie aient continud 
d'etre utilises, meme lorsque Tentreprise passait a 
d'autres. Done il semble que le meme poincon 
puisse avoir ete utilise; par plus d'un fabricant, mais 
il suffit de comparer les pdriodes d'activitd des deux 
entreprises pour constater qu'ils ne l'etaient jamais 
en meme temps. Lorsqu'un poincon a ct6 utilis6 
durant une p6riode prolongde, comme e'est le cas 
dans nombre d'entreprises britanniques, la datation 
d'une piece doit parfois se faire en function des 
caracteristiques stylistiques, du metal employe, ou 
de la technologic utilisee pour la fabrication. 

In Canada all tableware in base metals was imported 
from Great Britain, Europe or the United States 
until the final years of the 19th century. Several 
American firms established branches in Canadian 
cities during the 1880s. Although some casting and 
stamping was done in a few of these plants, much of 
the work was in the finishing or plating of items 
that were made in the United States. A few 
Canadian companies, which manufactured sterling 
silver goods, often made small quantities of base 
metal items that were silver-plated. 

Toute la vaisselle en mdtaux non prdcieux retrou-
vee au Canada a dtd importde de la Grande-
Bretagne, de l'Europe ou des Etats-Unis jusqu'a la 
toute fin du XIX1" siecle. Plusieurs entreprises ame-
ricaines ont ouvert des filiales dans des villes cana-
diennes au cours des anndes 1880. Bien qu'on ait 
pratiqud la fonte et Testampillage dans quelques-
unes de ces usines, elles servaient surtout a la fini­
tion et au placage des articles fabriquds aux Etats-
Unis. Quelques entreprises canadiennes, qui fabri­
quaient des articles en argent sterling, produisaient 
souvent aussi de petites quantitds d'articles en 
mdtaux non prdcieux plaquds argent. 
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The examination of archaeological material and 
source documents such as retailers' records show 
that nearly all tableware goods were imported from 
Great Britain until the 1870s. After the U.S. Civil 
War, American manufacturers became successful 
rivals for the Canadian market. During the 19th 
century, most of the common tableware goods were 
sold through ironmongers or hardwaremen, with the 
finer silver-plated goods to be found in jewelry or 
watchmakers' shops. Department stores and mail­
order houses supplied many of these wares to the 
consumer towards the end of the century. 

L'etude des mateTiaux arch6ologiques et de docu­
ments comme les registres des detaillants montre 
que presque toute la vaisselle eTait importde de 
Grande-Bretagne avant les annexes 1870. Aprbs la 
guerre de Secession, les fabricants americains de-
viennent de solides concurrents sur le marchc cana-
dien. Au cours du XIXe siecle, la majority de la 
vaisselle ordinaire se vendait chez les ferronniers ou 
les quincailliers, alors que les articles plaques 
argent se trouvaient chez le bijoutier ou l'horloger. 
Les magasins a rayons et les entreprises de vente par 
la poste ont fourni nombre de ces articles aux 
consommateurs vers la fin du siecle. 

As tableware was often only a small portion of the 
total production of many of the larger manu­
facturers, the entries listed in this work may also 
prove useful in identifying marks on other base-
metal objects such as edge tools, building hard­
ware, household utensils and toiletry items. 

Puisque la vaisselle ne constituait souvent qu'une 
faible partie de la production totale de plusieurs 
des fabricants les plus importants, les renseigne-
ments contenus dans le present ouvrage peuvent 
egalement etre utiles pour 1'identification des poin-
cons places sur d'autres objets en mdtaux non 
pr6cieux, notamment les outils tranchants, la quin-
caillerie de batiment, les ustensiles domestiques et 
les n6cessaires de toilette. 
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE MODE D'UTILISATION DE CE GUIDE 

All company names, trade names, words or letters 
used in marks are listed in alphabetical order and 
cross-referenced with illustrations of the marks. As 
many of the marks are pictorial, or use geometric 
forms or numerals, two additional lists are provided 
that are cross-referenced to the alphabetical index: a 
list of trademarks with numbers, and a pictorial list 
organized alphabetically by description of the 
subject matter. The cross-referencing is particularly 
important to archaeologists as the marks on artifacts 
are usually partially obscured by corrosion or 
breakage. There is a fourth index for those 
unidentifiable symbols that have not been listed 
elsewhere. 

Tous les noms d'entreprises, les noms de com­
merces, les mots ou les lettres utilises dans les poin­
cons sont pr6sentes en ordre alphabetique et ren-
voient aux illustrations. Etant donnd que nombre des 
poincons sont des dessins, ou sont constitues de 
formes g6om6triques ou de chiffres, deux autres 
listes ont 6t6 fournies qui renvoient a l'index alpha-
b6tique : une liste des poincons composds de 
chiffres et une liste des dessins par ordre alpha-
bdtique du sujet illustre. Les renvois sont particu-
lierement utiles pour les archdologues, les poincons 
sur les artefacts 6tant souvent partiellement effac6s 
par la corrosion ou le bris. Nous avons inclus un 
quatrieme index pour les symboles non identifiables 
qui n'apparaissent pas ailleurs. 

The entries are arranged in the following manner: Les index sont organisbs de la maniere suivante : 

KEY - the word or letters used in the mark, or the 
key word in the name of the company listed. 

PAR MOT CLE - le mot ou les lettres qui 
composent le poincon ou le mot-cle qui 
apparait dans le nom de Lentreprise. 

NAME - the full name of the company written 
according to historical references and the 
name of the company's plant when available. 

PAR NOM - le nom complct de Lentreprise, la 
graphie retenue 6tant celle qui apparait dans 
les references historiques, et le nom de la 
fabrique, lorsque nous le connaissons. 

PLACE - the geographic location of the company. 
All locations are set in Great Britain unless 
otherwise stated. 

PAR ENDROIT - Lemplacement de Lentreprise. 
Lorsque cela n'est pas pr6cise, les entreprises 
sont en Grande-Bretagne. 

DATES - the date the firm was established and the 
date of termination. When a date is in 
brackets, it refers to a year in which the firm 
was known to be in operation and using the 
trademark. 

PAR DATES - les dates d'ctablissement et de 
fermeture de Lentreprise. Lorsqu'une date est 
entre parentheses, cela signifie que cette 
annee-la, Lentreprise etait en activity et 
utilisait son poincon. 

GOODS - the type of goods the firm is known to 
have manufactured. In many cases the 
reference cited has stated the class of goods 
for which the firm has obtained trademarks 
under British export regulations. Class 12 
included "Cutlery and edge tools, such as 

PAR ARTICLE - le type d'articles que Lon sait 
avoir et6 fabrique par Lentreprise. Dans de 
nombreux cas, la reference donnde precise la 
classe d'articles pour laquelle Lentreprise a 
obtenu des poincons en vertu des reglements 
d'exportation britanniques. La classe 12 
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Knives, Forks, Scissors, Shears, Files and 
Saws." In this book I have listed "Cutlery of all 
kinds." A second class, Class 14, included 
"Goods of precious metals including alumi­
nium, nickel, Britannia metal, etc., and ... 
imitations of (precious metals)" (Hughes 1892: 
xvii-xviii). Here this description is interpreted 
as "Goods in various metal alloys." 

comprend la coutellerie et les outils tran-
chants, tels les couteaux, les fourchettes, les 
ciseaux, les cisailles, les limes et les scies. 
Une autre classe, la classe 14, comprend les 
articles fabriquds en mdtaux prdcieux, y 
compris l'aluminium, le nickel, le mdtal 
anglais, etc., ainsi que les imitations des 
mdtaux prdcieux (Hughes, 1892: xvii-xviii). 

REFERENCES - the dates of source references in 
which more details can be found. The refer­
ences are listed below in chronological order. 

PAR REFERENCE - les dates des rdfdrences qui 
fournissent de plus amples renseignements. 

ILLUSTRATIONS - all the illustrations were 
prepared approximately to the same scale for 
clarity. The marks may have appeared in 
various sizes according to the space available 
on the goods, e.g. the marks on a spoon 
handle may have been reduced in size from 
that appearing on the base of a large serving 
dish. 

PAR ILLUSTRATION - toutes les illustrations ont 
dtd prdpardes a peu pres a la meme dchelle, 
pour des raisons de clartd. La taille des 
poincons a pu varier, selon l'objet sur lequel ils 
dtaient placds; par exemple, un poincon appose' 
sur le manche d'une cuiller peut etre beaucoup 
plus petit que le meme poincon lorsqu'il 
apparait au dos d'un grand plat de service. 

Note - When a company is known to have used 
only its name as a trademark there may be no 
accompanying illustration as the mark would 
be self-explanatory. 

Note - Lorsqu'une entreprise n'utilisait que sa 
raison sociale comme poincon, nous ne 
Favons pas ndcessairement accompagnd d'une 
illustration. 
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INDEX TO LETTERS, NAMES AND WORDS USED IN TRADEMARKS 



A 

A 
See Alvin Corp. 
or Ames Mfg. Co. 

A (pistol) 
See Jonathan Crookes & Son 
or Frederick Ward 

A (shoe) 
See George Barnsley & Sons 

Al (quality mark) 
See E.A. Bliss Co. or Holmes, Booth 
and Haydens or William H. Rogers or 
Rogers & Bros., or Rogers Cutlery Co. 

A MANDARIN A 
See A. Arbenz 

A&D (monogram) 
See Austin & Dodson 

A&JZ (on shield) 
See A. & J. Zimmerman 

A&SCO 
See Adams & Shaw 

AB (star) S 
See Atkin Bros. 

AB (three punch marks) 
See Alfred Browett 

ABBA 
See Jacob & Samuel Roberts 

ABBEY 
See Osborne & Co. 

ABOYEUR 
See Henley Silver Rolling Mills, Ltd. 

ABRAMS 
J.M. ABRAMS & CO. 
London 
(1892) 
Silver-plated goods 
Ref. 1972 

ACIER-NICKEL 
See La Soci6t6 Anonyme le Ferro-
Nickel 

ACLEA (two crossed arrows) 
See A.C. Lea 

ACME 

ACME 

See John Bedford & Sons 
or Joseph Rodgers & Sons 
or Henry Williamson 

ACME SILVER CO. 
Toronto, Ont. 
1885 - 1895 
Succeeded by Standard Silver Co. 
Silver-plated goods 
Ref. 1978 
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ACME 

ACORN 

AD 2059 

ACME SILVER PLATE CO. 
Boston, Mass. 
(1887) 
Silver-plated goods 
Ref. 1972 

SeeS.L. & GIL Rogers Co. 

See Austin & Dodson, Ltd. 

ADAMANTINE 
See John P. Smith 

ADAMS 
WILLIAM ADAMS, INC. 
Birmingham, England and New York, 
N.Y. 
1854- (1966) 
Sheffield plate 
Ref. 1978 

ADAMS 
ADAMS & SHAW 
Newark, N.J. and New York, N.Y. 
1876- 1880 
Electro-plated goods 
Ref. 1978 

ADDIS, S.J. 
See Ward & Payne 

ADELAIDE WORKS 
See Taylor Bros. 

ADELANTE (eagle) 
See Herman Schuroff & Co. 

ADELANTE (horse & rider) 
See Gunston, Sons & Co. 

ADELPHI 
ADELPHI SILVER PLATE CO. 
New York, N.Y. 
1890 - (1915) 
Silver-plated hollow-ware 
Ref. 1967, 1978 

ADMIRAL 
See Larder & Burgess 

ADORATION 
See Kayser Ellison & Co. 

ADWICK, JOHN 
See Marsh Bros. & Co. 

AENEAS 
See John Round & Son 

AEROPLANE (airplane) 
See William Jessop & Sons 
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AETNA WORKS 
See Landers, Frary & Clark 
or Spear & Jackson 

AFRICAN SIFVER (snake) 
See Hills, Menke & Co. 

AGUIFA 
See Frederick Barnes & Co. 

AH (on goblet) 
See Moss & Gambles 

AH (star) JH 

AIGO 

AIRD 

Sec A. Hatfield 

See Joseph Peace & Co. 

AIRD & ANDERSON 
Fiverpool 
(1892) 
Cutlery of all kinds 
Ref. 1892 

AJAX 
See Benjamin Huntsman 

AJR (in trefoil) 
See Jehoiada A. Rhodes 

AKROS 
See J.J. Saville & Co. 

AF (crown) 
See Arthur Lee & Sons 

AL NICKEL SILVER 210 
See Oneida, Ltd. 

ALBALOID (with wheel in triangle) 
See Noelle Bros. 

ALBANY 
ALBANY SILVER PLATE CO. 
Location unknown 
(1870s) -(1880s) 
Succeeded by Barbour Silver Co. 
Silverplating 
Ref. 1967, 1978 

ALBANY SILVER PLATE CO. 
TRIPLE PLATE. 

ALBATA 

ALBION 

See C. Watson 

See Thomas Tillotson 

ALBION (STEEL) WORKS 
See Matthias Spencer & Sons 
or Stacey Bros. 
orT.W. Ward 

ALBION SILVER 
See Lee & Wigfall 

ALCHEMIC CUTLERY 
See William Singleton & Co. 

ALCO 
See Hall & Co. 
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ALDEN 

ALE 

Sec Derby Silver Co. 

See William Kesteven 

ALEE NIDE 
See La Soci6t6 Anonyme dcs Couverts 
Alfenide 

ALEENIDE 
Trade term for a variant of nickel-
silver developed in 1851 

ALL RIGHT (crossed axe & saw) 
See William Gregory & Sons 
or John Petty 

ALLADIN 
See John Round & Son 

ALLAWAYS 
See Richard Thomas & Co., Ltd. 

ALLDAYS 
ALLDAYS & ONIONS PNEUMATIC 
ENGINEERING 
Sheffield 
(1892) 
Cutlery 
Ref. 1892 

ALLEN 
EDGAR ALLEN & CO., Imperial 
Steel Works 
Sheffield 
1733 - 1925 
Cutlery and goods in other metals 
Ref. 1892, 1919, 1972, 1974, 1980 

ALLEN 
JOSEPH ALLEN & SONS, Oak Works 
Sheffield 
ca. 1864- 1925 
Cutlery of all kinds 
Ref. 1892, 1974 
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ALLEN 
ALLEN & DARWIN 
Sheffield 
ca. 1865 - (1919) 
Cutlery and goods in other metals 
Ref. 1892, 1919, 1974 

ALLEN 
ALLEN & MARTIN 
Sheffield 
(1892) 
Goods in non-ferrous metals 
Ref. 1892, 1949 

ALLGOOD 
J. ALLGOOD 
Birmingham 
(1812) 
Close plating 
Ref. 1967 

ALLPORT 
E. ALLPORT 
Birmingham 
(1812) 
Close plating 
Ref. 1967 

ALMA WORKS 
See W.II. Brittain 
or William Hall 

ALMADA SILVER 
See W. Gallimore & Sons 
or Joseph Gilbert 

ALO (asterisk) 
See Robert Youle 

ALP, ALPACA or ALPAKA 
Trade term used in Germany and Scan­
dinavia for nickel-silver, a copper-
nickel alloy 

ALPHA (crown) 
See Harrison Bros. & Howson 

ALPHA PLATE 
See Oneida, Ltd. 

ALUMINIUM 
ALUMINIUM CO., LTD. 
London 
(1892) 
Goods in non-ferrous metals 
Ref. 1892, 1949 
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ALUMINIUM SILVHR 
See Daniel & Arter 

ALVA 

ALVIN 

See Richard Loy 

ALVIN MANUFACTURING CO., 
1886 - 1919 
ALVIN SILVER CO., 1919 - 1928 
ALVIN CORPORATION, 1928 -
present 
Providence, R.I. 
Electro-plated flatware and silver-
deposit goods 
Ref. 1967, 197S 

STEGORSILVERPLATE 

SHERWOOD SILVERPLATE 

AM (in two circles) 
See Arthur Marsh 

AMAZONF (in circle) 
See Rosing Bros. & Co. 

AMFRICAN 
AMERICAN SILVER CO. 
Waterbury, Conn. 
1901 - 1935 
Succeeded by International Silver Co. 
Silver-plated goods 
Ref. 1967, 1972, 1978 

CROWN SILVER PLATE CO. 

STERLING PLATE < B » 

NEW ENGLAND CUTLERY CO. 

CROWN SILVER CO. 

BRISTOL CUTLERY CO. 

OLD ENGLISH BRAND. B. 

BEACON SILVER CO. 

PEOUABUCKMFG. CO. 

EASTERN SILVER CO. 
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AMERICAN 
AMERICAN STERLING CO. 
Naubuc, Conn. 
1871 - 1880 
Nickel-silver and silver-plated goods 
Ref. 1978 

AMERICAN BEAUTY 
See William B. Kerr & Co. 

AMERICAN SILVER PLATE CO. 
See Simpson, Hall, Miller & Co. 

AMES 
AMES MANUFACTURING CO. 
Chicopee, Mass. 
1830 - 1900 
Electro-plated hollow-ware 
Ref. 1967, 1969, 1978 

AMINTO 

AMS 

See John Round & Son 

See Arthur Marsh 

AMS (with ribbon bow) 
See Silber & Fleming 

AMSTERDAM 
See Roberts & Son 

ANCHOR 
ANCHOR SILVER PLATE CO. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
1898 - 1909 
Silver-plated goods 
Ref. 1972, 1978 

ANCHOR SILVER PLATE CO. 

INDIANA BRAND 

ANCHOR BRAND 

ANDERSEN 
DAVID ANDERSEN 
Oslo, Norway 
1876 - present 
Filigree and enamel work 
Ref. 1978 

ANDREW 
JOHN HENRY ANDREW & CO., 
Toledo Steel Works 
Sheffield 
ca. 1860- (1919) 
Cutlery of all kinds 
Ref. 1892, 1919, 1974 

V^ O 

< MA. P 
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