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analysis of the 1937 strike by the leader of the Catholic unions. Micheline
Martin’s Drummondyville, son developpement et ses travailleurs, 1925-1940
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(Drummondville: 1984) and Jean-Paul Hetu’s Lutte des travailleurs du
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in Drummondville and Magog, two centres that are overlooked in most other
texts. Finally Roland Renner, in “The Development of Unions in the
Canadian Primary Textile Industry” (MA thesis, McGill University, 1977),
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century.
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Relations, 1987-5 (Kingston, Ont.: 1987). In The Gender of Breadwinners:
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the experience of men in the furniture factories of Hanover, Ontario. Both
Brandt and Parr comment on the influence of technological change on
women’s employment patterns. In a recent thesis, “Women, War and Work:
Female Textile Workers in Cornwall, Ontario, 1936-46" (MA thesis,
Queen’s University, 1990), Ellen Scheinberg has examined the experience
of women workers in Cornwall’s textile mills and their relationship to male
management and union leadership. The experience of women, the shift from
craft to industrial production, and the role of marketing in the textile
industry are examined in a series of papers presented at the “Surveying
Textile History” colloquium in Fredericton, New Brunswick, in April of
1989 and published in the spring 1990 Material History Bulletin.

Comments on and analysis of the effect of the tariff on the textile industry
are to be found in most writing about the industry. The statutes and the
records of imports are basic sources for the study of tariff policy. The
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Canadian Textile Journal and its predecessors provide running commentary
on the effect of the tariff on the industry. In two unpublished papers, “The
National Policy and the Growth of the Canadian Cotton Textile Industry”
(Thirteenth Conference of Quantitative Methods in Canadian Economic
History, Waterloo, 1984) and “The Growth of the Canadian Cotton Textile
Industry, 1844-1873: A New Industrial Career” (unpublished paper
presented to the Workshop in Economic History, University of Toronto,
1981), Michael Hinton argues that the effect of the introduction of the high
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of the textile industry; the published records of these hearings provide data
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The postwar crisis in the industry has resulted in a number of major studies
by government agencies, historians, economists, and industry
representatives. The National Industrial Conference Board prepared a
detailed analysis (The Canadian Primary Textile Industry) of the postwar
industry for the Royal Commission on Canada’s Economic Prospects in
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the reports of the Textile and Clothing Board have analyzed the effects of
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on the postwar period one should consult GATT-Fly, The Textile and
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attention than its labour history. The Report of the Royal Commission on the
Textile Industry (Ottawa: 1938) provides a good survey of the industry in
the 1930s and the Report of the Royal Commission on Price Spreads
(Ottawa: 1935) contains data on employment, wages, and sales for most of
the important firms in the years 1929-33. There are also several good case
studies. Peter Delottinville’s study of the early years of the St. Croix Cotton
Company has already been mentioned. Richard Reid, in “The Rosamond
Woolen Company of Almonte: Industrial Development in a Rural Setting”
(Ontario History, Sept. 1983), has written a brief account of one of the most
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woollen industry is also the subject of Elizabeth Price’s “The Changing
Geography of the Woollen Industry in Lanark, Renfrew and Carleton
Counties, 1830-1911" (MA research paper, University of Toronto, 1979);
much the same ground is covered in The Development of the Woollen
Industry in Lanark, Renfrew and Carleton Counties published by the North
Lanark Historical Society (n.p.: 1978). In “Finding the Right Size: Markets
and Competition in Mid- and Late Nineteenth Century Ontario” (in Patterns
of the Past: Interpreting Ontario’s History, eds. R. Hall, W. Westfall, and
L.S. McDowell [Toronto: 1988]) Ben Forster discusses the problems facing
the woollen industry in the later nineteenth century with particular reference
to the Rosamond company. Barbara J. Austin’s thesis, “Life Cycles and
Strategy of a Canadian Company — Dominion Textile: 1873-1983” (PhD
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Although technological change is recognized as an important factor by
business and labour historians, the study of the history of textile technology
per se in Canada is confined to articles in trade journals. Much the same is
true of textile-mill architecture; one exception is A.B. McCullough’s
“Technology and Textile Mill Architecture in Canada” (Material Culture
Bulletin, Fall 1989). British and American historians have written
extensively in both of these areas; to what extent their findings can be
applied to Canada remains to be seen.
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Since the mid-nineteenth century the textile industry
has played an important role in the labour, business, -
economic, and architectural history of central and eastern |
Canada. The woollen and cotton industries were among |
the first Canadian businesses to employ large numbers
of women and youths in a factory setting. The industry
provided a training ground for many Canadian
businessmen who learned both the opportunities and the
hazards of investment in manufacturing. It also provided
many often-contradictory object lessons for businessmen,
economists, politicians, and labour leaders who opposed
or supported government fostering of industrial
development through tariff protection, subsidies,

and legislation. And in many communities the mills
themselves, massive and enduring, helped to define the
community in the same way that churches and public
buildings did.

The Primary Textile Industry in Canada: History and
Heritage examines the major themes in the industry’s
history and discusses some of the major surviving mills.
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