
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A Select, Annotated Bibliography 

For those who are interested in further reading on the history of the textile 
industry there is a considerable body of literature. What follows is far from 
a complete bibliography; however, it does highlight the major recent work 
in the field. 

Although several aspects of the history of the textile industry have 
attracted considerable interest from historians, the complete history of the 
industry has yet to be written. Canadian historians have produced nothing 
comparable to Melvin Copeland's The Cotton Manufacturing Industry of the 
United States (Cambridge, Mass: 1912) or Arthur Cole's The American 
Wool Manufacture (Cambridge, Mass.: 1926). The most complete published 
history of the primary industry is in Chapter 2 of the Report of the Royal 
Commission on the Textile Industry (Ottawa: 1938). Among unpublished 
sources Gilbert Rousseau's "Evolution de la production textile au Canada 
ddpuis ses origines jusqu'a aujourd'hui" (baccalaurdat special, Universitd 
du Qudbec a Montreal, 1980) provides a broad survey of the industry from 
the pre-industrial period to the 1970s. The Canadian Textile Journal and its 
predecessors, the Canadian Journal of Fabrics and the Dominion Dry Goods 
Report, provide a basic narrative history of the industry from 1883 to the 
present: the centennial volume (June 1983) contains a chronology of the 
industry drawn from the journal's files. Another trade publication, the 
Canadian Textile Directory, first published in 1885, provides essential 
information on individual companies, ownership, and equipment. From 
1928 the Manual of the Textile Industry of Canada provides much the same 
information. The decennial census and, after 1929, the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics reports on the textile industry are also essential reading. 

If readers wish to place the textile industry in the context of Canadian 
business history they should consult Michael Bliss, Northern Enterprise: 
Five Centuries of Canadian Business (Toronto: 1987) or, for a different 
perspective, Tom Naylor, The History of Canadian Business, 1867-1914 
(Toronto: 1976). 

Domestic cloth production has received considerable attention as a craft 
form; the most authoritative work of this type is Harold and Dorothy 
Burnham's 'Keep Me Warm One Night': Early Handweaving in Eastern 
Canada (Toronto: 1972). David-Thierry Ruddell has produced estimates of 
the relative importance of cloth production in Quebec homes in "The 
Domestic Textile Industry in the Region and City of Qudbec, 1792-1835" 
(Material History Bulletin, Spring 1983) and "Consumer Trends, Clothing 
Textiles and Equipment in the Montreal Area" (Material History Bulletin, 
Fall 1990). Janine Grant and Kris Inwood ("Gender and Organization in the 
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Canadian Cloth Industry, 1870," Canadian Papers in Business History, ed. 
P.A. Baskerville, [Victoria: 1989]) have established that home weaving 
remained an important factor in Canadian cloth production as late as 1870 
and that much of this weaving was done by women. In "'Labouring at the 
Loom': A Case Study of Rural Manufacturing in Leeds County, Ontario," 
Canadian Papers in Rural History, Vol. 7, ed. D.H. Akenson (Gananoque, 
Ont.: 1990), In wood and Janine Roelens explore some of the factors that led 
to the continuation of home weaving in Leeds County, Ontario. 

In the thematic areas considered by this book, labour has been the object 
of more detailed examination than tariffs, finance, technology, or 
architecture. The Quebec cotton sector has been the subject of several 
theses, books, and articles. The testimony taken by the Royal Commission 
on the Relations of Labour and Capital (1888) provides a good starting point 
for the the labour and social history of the textile industry in Quebec, as well 
as in the other provinces. R6jean Charbonneau's De fil en aiguille: Chro-
nique ouvriere d'une filature de coton a Hochelaga en 1880 ([Montreal]: 
[1985]) provides an introduction to social and working conditions in a 
nineteenth-century mill town. 

The labour unrest in the Quebec industry in the decade 1900-1910 has 
been the subject of two theses as well as a Royal Commission chaired by 
W.L. Mackenzie King. Jacques Rouillard's thesis, published as Les 
travailleurs du coton au Quebec, 1900-1915 (Montr6al: 1974), combines 
business, social, and labour history. Jacques Ferland, in "Le role des 
determinismes sociaux dans le d6veloppement des forces productives de 
l'industrie textile du Canada, 1870 a 1910" (MA thesis, McGill University, 
1982), covers much of the same ground while emphasizing the degree to 
which technological developments influenced both management and labour 
strategies. 

The strikes of 1936-37, 1946, and 1952 form the subject of several theses 
and articles: Ralph Ellis's "Textile Workers and Textile Strikes in Cornwall, 
Sherbrooke and St. Gr6goire de Montmorency, 1936-1939" (MA thesis, 
University of Ottawa, 1985), Denyse Baillargeon's "Histoire des ouvriers 
unis des textiles d'Am6rique (1942-1952)" (these de M.A., Universit6 de 
Montr6al, 1981), and Michele Ouimet's "L'industrie textile et les greves de 
1946 et 1952 a la Montreal Cottons Limited, Valleyfield, Qu6bec" (these de 
M.A., Universit6 du Qu6bec a Montr6al, 1979) all focus on the strikes. Rick 
Salutin's Kent Rowley, The Organizer. A Canadian Union Life (Toronto: 
1980) discusses the strikes in Montr6al, Valleyfield, and Lachute in 1946 
and 1952-53 from the point of view of a union organizer. Alfred 
Charpentier's "La conscience syndicale lors des greves du textile en 1937 
et de l'amiante en 1949" (Labour/Le travailleur, Vol. 3, 1978) contains an 
analysis of the 1937 strike by the leader of the Catholic unions. Micheline 
Martin's Drummondville, son developpement et ses travailleurs, 1925-1940 
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(Drummondville: 1984) and Jean-Paul Hetu's Lutte des travailleurs du 
textile au Quebec (Montreal: 1979) provide information on labour activity 
in Drummondville and Magog, two centres that are overlooked in most other 
texts. Finally Roland Renner, in "The Development of Unions in the 
Canadian Primary Textile Industry" (MA thesis, McGill University, 1977), 
provides an overview of textile union history in Canada in the twentieth 
century. 

By comparison with Quebec, the history of textile labour in the rest of 
Canada has been neglected. Peter Delottinville's "The St. Croix Cotton 
Manufacturing Company and its Influence on the St. Croix Community, 
1880-1892" (MA thesis, Dalhousie University, 1980) is a case study of a 
New Brunswick firm during the years of the cotton boom. It provides useful 
insights into labour experience and into the problems of financing and 
managing a cotton mill in the nineteenth century. 

The experience of women in the industry is being studied by at least three 
historians. Gail Cuthbert Brandt has analyzed the changing employment 
patterns of women in the Quebec cotton industry in "The Transformation of 
Women's Work in the Quebec Cotton Industry, 1920-1950" (in Bryan 
Palmer, The Character of Class Struggle; Essays in Canadian Working 
Class History, 1850-1985 [Toronto: 1986]) and in "'Weaving it Together': 
Life Cycle and Industrial Experience of Female Cotton Workers in Quebec, 
1910-1950" (Labour/Le travailleur, Vol. 7, Spring 1981). Joy Parr has 
studied the experience of women employed by Penmans in Paris, Ontario, 
and contrasted it with the experience of women in the knitting industry in 
Britain in several articles including "Disaggregating the Sexual Division of 
Labour: A Transatlantic Case Study," Queen's Papers in Industrial 
Relations, 1987-5 (Kingston, Ont.: 1987). In The Gender of Breadwinners: 
Women, Men and Change in Two Industrial Towns (Toronto: 1990) she 
contrasts the experience of women in knitting mills in Paris, Ontario, with 
the experience of men in the furniture factories of Hanover, Ontario. Both 
Brandt and Parr comment on the influence of technological change on 
women's employment patterns. In a recent thesis, "Women, War and Work: 
Female Textile Workers in Cornwall, Ontario, 1936-46" (MA thesis, 
Queen's University, 1990), Ellen Scheinberg has examined the experience 
of women workers in Cornwall's textile mills and their relationship to male 
management and union leadership. The experience of women, the shift from 
craft to industrial production, and the role of marketing in the textile 
industry are examined in a series of papers presented at the "Surveying 
Textile History" colloquium in Fredericton, New Brunswick, in April of 
1989 and published in the spring 1990 Material History Bulletin. 

Comments on and analysis of the effect of the tariff on the textile industry 
are to be found in most writing about the industry. The statutes and the 
records of imports are basic sources for the study of tariff policy. The 
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Canadian Textile Journal and its predecessors provide running commentary 
on the effect of the tariff on the industry. In two unpublished papers, "The 
National Policy and the Growth of the Canadian Cotton Textile Industry" 
(Thirteenth Conference of Quantitative Methods in Canadian Economic 
History, Waterloo, 1984) and "The Growth of the Canadian Cotton Textile 
Industry, 1844-1873: A New Industrial Career" (unpublished paper 
presented to the Workshop in Economic History, University of Toronto, 
1981), Michael Hinton argues that the effect of the introduction of the high 
tariff under the National Policy has been exaggerated and that the industry 
was expanding before the tariff was introduced. Both O.J. McDairmid, 
Commercial Policy in the Canadian Economy (Cambridge, Mass.: 1948), 
and J.H. Dales, The Protective Tariff in Canada's Development (Toronto: 
1966), provide specific comments on effects of the tariff on textiles and 
establish a context for studying the industry. In the late 1920s and the 1930s 
the Advisory Board on Tariffs and Taxation held hearings on several sectors 
of the textile industry; the published records of these hearings provide data 
and analysis of the industry. 

The postwar crisis in the industry has resulted in a number of major studies 
by government agencies, historians, economists, and industry 
representatives. The National Industrial Conference Board prepared a 
detailed analysis (The Canadian Primary Textile Industry) of the postwar 
industry for the Royal Commission on Canada's Economic Prospects in 
1956. In the late 1950s and the 1960s the Tariff Board conducted 
investigations of the major sectors of the primary industry. More recently 
the reports of the Textile and Clothing Board have analyzed the effects of 
tariff and other government policies on the industry. Caroline Pestieau, The 
Canadian Textile Policy: A Sectorial Trade Adjustment Strategy (Montr6al: 
1976), and Rianne Mahon, The Politics of Industrial Restructuring: 
Canadian Textiles (Toronto: 1984), both analyze the postwar industry's 
problems and the government's attempts to assist it. For a labour perspective 
on the postwar period one should consult GATT-Fly, The Textile and 
Clothing Industries in Canada: A Profile (Toronto: 1980). 

The financial and business history of the textile industry has received less 
attention than its labour history. The Report of the Royal Commission on the 
Textile Industry (Ottawa: 1938) provides a good survey of the industry in 
the 1930s and the Report of the Royal Commission on Price Spreads 
(Ottawa: 1935) contains data on employment, wages, and sales for most of 
the important firms in the years 1929-33. There are also several good case 
studies. Peter Delottinville's study of the early years of the St. Croix Cotton 
Company has already been mentioned. Richard Reid, in "The Rosamond 
Woolen Company of Almonte: Industrial Development in a Rural Setting" 
(Ontario History, Sept. 1983), has written a brief account of one of the most 
significant nineteenth-century woollen mills. The Mississippi Valley 
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woollen industry is also the subject of Elizabeth Price's "The Changing 
Geography of the Woollen Industry in Lanark, Renfrew and Carleton 
Counties, 1830-1911" (MA research paper, University of Toronto, 1979); 
much the same ground is covered in The Development of the Woollen 
Industry in Lanark, Renfrew and Carleton Counties published by the North 
Lanark Historical Society (n.p.: 1978). In "Finding the Right Size: Markets 
and Competition in Mid- and Late Nineteenth Century Ontario" (in Patterns 
of the Past: Interpreting Ontario's History, eds. R. Hall, W. Westfall, and 
L.S. McDowell [Toronto: 1988]) Ben Forster discusses the problems facing 
the woollen industry in the later nineteenth century with particular reference 
to the Rosamond company. Barbara J. Austin's thesis, "Life Cycles and 
Strategy of a Canadian Company — Dominion Textile: 1873-1983" (PhD 
thesis, Concordia University, 1985), applies Alfred Chandler's theories of 
distinct stages of development that are reflected by corporate structures and 
strategies to the history of Dominion Textile. Her study, which is the first 
to have had access to Dominion Textile's corporate records, includes brief 
histories of most of Dominion Textile's predecessor companies. T.W. 
Acheson's "The Social Origins of Canadian Industrialism: A Study in the 
Structure of Entrepreneurship" (PhD thesis, University of Toronto, 1971) 
includes detail on the origin of many early cotton-mill owners and 
information on their problems in financing the mills. The Dictionary of 
Canadian Biography also contains entries for a number of individuals such 
as John Gordon, Donald Mclnnes, and Andrew Paton, who were managers 
or investors in the nineteenth-century textile industry; the Canadian Who's 
Who is also a useful source of biographical information. 

Although technological change is recognized as an important factor by 
business and labour historians, the study of the history of textile technology 
per se in Canada is confined to articles in trade journals. Much the same is 
true of textile-mill architecture; one exception is A.B. McCullough's 
"Technology and Textile Mill Architecture in Canada" (Material Culture 
Bulletin, Fall 1989). British and American historians have written 
extensively in both of these areas; to what extent their findings can be 
applied to Canada remains to be seen. 
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Accident insurance, 103 
Accidents, 102 
Adams, W.E., 53, 65, 217 
Advisory Board on Tariffs and Taxation, 

91 
Air conditioning, 125 
Allan, Hugh, 72-73, 185, 195 
Almonte, Ont., 46, 102, 160, 201 
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American Civil War, 52, 54, 70 
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Arkwright, Richard, 15 
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Since the mid-nineteenth century the textile industry 
has played an important role in the labour, business, 
economic, and architectural history of central and eastern 
Canada. The woollen and cotton industries were among 
the first Canadian businesses to employ large numbers 
of women and youths in a factory setting. The industry 
provided a training ground for many Canadian 
businessmen who learned both the opportunities and the 
hazards of investment in manufacturing. It also provided 
many often-contradictory object lessons for businessmen, 
economists, politicians, and labour leaders who opposed 
or supported government fostering of industrial 
development through tariff protection, subsidies, 
and legislation. And in many communities the mills 
themselves, massive and enduring, helped to define the 
community in the same way that churches and public 
buildings did. 

The Primary Textile Industry in Canada: History and 
Heritage examines the major themes in the industry's 
history and discusses some of the major surviving mills. 
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