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INTRODUCTION 

As the night quietly slips away lifting the dark veil on the Laurentian 
colony, the first faint glimmerings of dawn appear along the majestic St. 
Lawrence River. During the cool night, the residents of the capital 
were able to recover a little from the overwhelming humidity that has 
weighed upon the town for the last few days. Here and there, wisps of 
fog conceal the river, as calm and flat as a mirror. As day breaks, the 
rooster belonging to Madame Corbin on Notre-Dame Street, makes haste 
to announce it. 

Shortly after, the merchant, Yves Arguin, jumps out of bed. The day 
ahead will be a busy one: he has a meeting with the notary to sign a 
lease; then, he has to visit the Colonial Administrator to settle a few 
small business problems, and stop in Upper Town to see a client. What a 
day! To say nothing of the possible arrival of stock, since the ship is al­
ready at anchor in Bellechasse cove, waiting for favourable winds be­
fore approaching Québec. Inevitably, the arrival of the ship means that 
he will have to deal with a mountain of paper and regulations; but, never 
mind! This evening, the Governor will receive the town's upper crust at 
the Château Saint-Louis. Our man will finally have a chance to have 
some fun with congenial company. 

Jean-Baptiste, a slave from Martinique, is already up. He is setting out 
the toiletries for his master, laying out his clothes and preparing his 
breakfast. Once the ritual has been completed, our merchant moves 
closer to the window for a breath of fresh air. Surprise! The delicate 
stench of manure that lay heavy upon the town the night before seems to 
have disappeared. Things are already stirring in the street below; the 
first cart is moving in the direction of Sault-au-Matelot. The coastal 
sailing ships in port aimlessly rise and fall with the tide: the wind re­
fuses to blow. Oblivious of the suffocating heat of the advancing day, 
Gilbert the smith, hammers away on his anvil; while carpenter Joseph 
Delorme works on the roof of the neighbouring house. There is a clear 
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message in all this jangle of noise: the capital is stirring again after a 
short night of rest. 

However, during the night's low tide some new arrivals built tempor­
ary camps on the river shore. This morning they are suddenly and bru­
tally awakened by the constabulary: their presence represents an 
infraction against two "municipal" regulations, one prohibiting fires on 
a public place and the other preventing anyone from "camping" on the 
beach. In the opinion of our merchant, who would otherwise rush to 
their aid in the hope they might some day become faithful clients, these 
Nouvelle-Beauce migrants could plead ignorance of the law. 

But, as he leans out of his window, our hero is suddenly brought back 
to reality. The clerk has arrived, and they have to go over the good and 
bad debts. And he's very worried about the latter; some of the people 
named in the cash book disappeared from circulation a long time ago. 
These people, temporary residents of Québec, have vanished without a 
trace. Fortunately, our friend was farsighted enough to ensure that their 
credit was limited. Still he will have to take a sharp loss. Once the books 
have been revised, he will have to look at the order invoice; if the vessel 
arrives before he comes back, the merchant has delegated his faithful 
clerk to go to the Admiralty's Receiver and the Crown Office. 

With his usual flustered gesture, Arguin consults his pocket watch. 
How time flies! He has already been working with his clerk for two 
hours. And he still has to go to the notary where his tenant is waiting to 
renew a lease. The malodorous manure produced by the cow belonging 
to Laporte, the innkeeper, assaults his sensitive nose as he rushes away. 
His attention is soon drawn by a grunting pig wallowing in one of the 
many mud holes that dot the street. Another one that got away he mum­
bles to himself. Ah, here at last is the notary's house. 

The tenant, Widow Renaud, who has been kept out of town, is repre­
sented by her niece. It's really only a formality since the rental condi­
tions remain the same as they were in the previous lease. However, what 
with looking for witnesses, reading the act and finally signing the docu­
ment, the whole thing takes up a lot of precious time. Lunch time nears. 
Our man decides that it would be better to return to the store than to go 
to the Administrator's office; civil servants are known to take such long 
lunches. 
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As far as the servant Jean-Baptiste is concerned, he was asked to go 
shopping; today is market day, and on this beautiful Tuesday in August, 
meats, vegetables and fruits are plentiful. Back at the house, the meal is 
prepared. The menu consists of onion soup and veal brisket with green 
peas, accompanied by thinly sliced root vegetables, everything liberally 
flavoured by red wine. For dessert, berries of the season. The meal is eat­
en in the kitchen, in the same room where Widow Levasseur did the cook­
ing. The clock strikes two. On this signal, our merchant leaves to hail a 
carriage to take him to the Administrator's office; the drive will cost 
very little, barely equivalent of one-quarter of a loaf of bread. 

On the way back, the driver will let the merchant off on the square in 
Upper Town, where he has a meeting with Brassard, the beadle. Arguin, 
who already sells to the Recollects, is trying to win the contract to sup­
ply the Cathedral Church. Once this business is completed, the merchant 
goes to Gatien the roofer, who lives nearby, to ask him to come and re­
pair the roof of his store. On the way he meets Father Jacrau, the parish 
priest, who is coming back from visiting with the Tourangeaus, the par­
ents of a large family who have just lost their newborn daughter. And 
the priest launches into a long-winded philosophical view of life and 
death that is nevertheless timely, because this is the fourth infant who 
has died in the last ten days. 

As he makes his way back in the increasing heat, Arguin stops at the 
inn kept by Couturier to slack his thirst, gossip a little and inquire about 
the barrel stock. Before crossing the threshold, he scrutinizes the hori­
zon on the side of île d'Orléans to see if the vessel carrying his cargo of 
cloth, beverages and household sundries is already in sight. If so his 
stop at the inn will have to be a short one. Alas, the lack of good wind 
has forced the captain to stay a day longer in Bellechasse cove. Maybe 
tomorrow.... 

With a quick look at his watch, our merchant realizes that it is already 
5; 15 p.m., and that the afternoon has flown by. As he leaves the inn, he 
steps aside to let in a group of men doing fatigue-duty on the site of the 
fortifications. They are exhausted but happy to be celebrating their last 
day of work. Tomorrow they will be replaced by the team from Beauport 
parish. The merchant thinks he may be able to substitute his servant 
Jean-Baptiste if he is called up to serve. Alas, there is nothing he can do 
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about the taxes imposed to construct the fortifications and maintain the 
barracks. 

But enough of this idle speculation. He must rush home to wash, tidy 
himself and dress suitably for this evening's Governor's ball. It's an 
event that will attract the best society in the colony. Arguin can already 
see himself succumbing to the charms of beautiful ladies, moved by the 
conversation of Madame de Beauharnois, and flitting from group to 
group, enjoying all the chitchat, and each one of these encounters.... 

Many daily gestures that today seem to form part of our normal, not to 
say commonplace, ritual are hidden behind this scenario. Today we 
look at our watches almost instinctively; however, the same was not true 
in the age of Louis XV when only a few well-heeled people could take 
advantage of the benefits of clocks and watches. And yet, time became 
one of the major preoccupations of the 18th century. Most Québec 
citizens had to content themselves with consulting public or institutional 
clocks and sun dials. In the 20th century measuring time is no longer a 
problem. Also, although in the late 20th century infant mortality in Qué­
bec seems to be a marginal phenomenon, in the 18th century it was an 
inevitable preoccupation. How times have changed! The Rent Control 
Board has replaced the notary as the arbitrator between owners and ten­
ants, and leases are arranged by agreement between the parties. 

But beyond this brief consideration of a few daily practices, the scena­
rio described must serve to remind us that there are three principal top­
ics that we can study to better understand daily life in Québec in the 
18th century. These three topics — demography, housing and wealth, 
gravitate around the central idea of tenancy. Derived from the premise 
that everyone has to live somewhere, the primary purpose of this study 
is to isolate the pace of growth of the capital, not only in time but also 
in space; that is, neighbourhood by neighbourhood. This initial stage 
will lead to an observation of the rates of growth and the demographic 
movement of the residents of the capital as a function of marriage, birth 
and inevitable mortality. When these data are put together with those 
drawn from the analysis of housing conditions, it's possible to assess 
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Quebec's society in terms of the legal status of its members as owners 
or tenants. Initially this demographic analysis will reveal a certain mo­
bility in the population. Rental records for houses or apartments tend to 
confirm this movement, so that the logical conclusion is that geographic 
mobility was one of the fundamental characteristics of Québec society 
in the 18th century. However, it is important to emphasize that housing 
is not only concerned with buildings, in the most common use of the 
term, it also refers to the urban landscape, the management of real estate 
and urban amenities. Once these components are understood, it then 
becomes possible to place property in its proper perspective. 

Although Québec became a tenant's town during the course of the 
18th century, it is important to travel the length of the various streets 
and lanes of the capital in order to scout the domestic environment, 
from the stable or shed to the contents of the living quarters, without 
forgetting the accoutrements of the garden and the larder. The elements 
of decoration and the modes of transportation are also manifestations that 
are characteristic of urban life. In this case, they also indicate a grow­
ing poverty caused by heavy competition. 

The competition that is rampant within the territorial boundaries of 
cities revealed itself in various ways: from the competition provided by 
new workers recently arrived from adjacent parishes to that of French or 
foreign-finished products. Some sectors of activity have to deal with both 
of these problems; while others were affected only by the first. Never­
theless, the results were the same: competition leads to mobility, as it 
pares down one's share of the market and consequently one's income. 
Thus the three key words that support the conclusions of this study and 
that characterize urban life in the 18th century are: mobility, competi­
tion and impoverishment. 

It is important to emphasize this concept of urban life, because in 
terms of competition it is significantly different from life in a rural en­
vironment. And cities grow partly on the basis of an influx of rural im­
migrants. For some, the economic dynamism of the city can offer 
important job opportunities. For others, it represents a market for their 
products. So behind these three terms, we can glimpse partially the phe­
nomenon of the city, which can manifest itself in very different ways 
depending upon whether we look at it with the eyes of an American or 
European geographer or historian. 
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According to the French historian Jean-Claude Perrot, economic pol­
icy analysts in the 18th century had already emphasized the relationship 
that existed between commerce, industry and population, mortality and 
wealth, and housing and the size of families, in the core of the cities. 
There, a market capitalism had been deliberately assumed and conse­
quently it was necessary to show how the entire city resonated to the 
tune called by trade. In summary, the city bids an open welcome, but 
represents nothing but a turnstile for both goods and people. In this con­
text, many are called, few are selected and even fewer can buy a home 
where they can settle down. 



NOTE TO READERS 

All references to money in this text are given in French currency: livres, 
sols and deniers. 



PARTI 

THE POPULATION 

All urban bases grow at their own pace; particular conditions impose 
upon them movement or inertia, growth, population loss, or even stagna­
tion. Québec, the capital of New France and the continental port of 
entry to and exit from the Laurentian colony, was cut off from France 
for six months every year. Québec is a garrison town and a fortress that 
also harboured, among other things, the mother houses of the most im­
portant religious communities. These various roles played by the city at­
tracted many craftsmen and traders as well as various kinds of 
administrators and officials. Québec was a complex demographic and 
social network that operated deliberately upon a background of market 
capitalism. 



CHAPTER 1 

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS, 1688-1755 

To describe an urban settlement and draw a picture of its evolution is 
impossible without first attempting to say a few words about the 
population. After the first few years of settling down, and male over-
representation, the population of Québec started to balance out. An ob­
servation of this balancing process will evidently lead to an examination 
of the characteristics of the population such as age and sex. This in­
volves a study of the components of the urban group. Thus, one must 
consider the size of the households, and at the same time extract the 
dominant socio-demographic characteristic: mobility, which is linked to 
the economic climate. 

Sources 

In order to study demography, it is necessary to carry out a few statisti­
cal calculations. As far as the period covered by this study is concerned, 
the researcher is usually confronted not with a lack of data but with an 
abundance of such. 

2 
It is important to emphasize that the colonial administrators ordered 

the execution of 23 statistical censuses between 1690 and 1739, without 
counting the two nominal rolls that were carried out in 1716 and 1744 
respectively by Thibault and Jacrau, priests in charge of the Parish of 
Notre-Dame in Québec. The Government of Canada has published nine 
of these statistical censuses, and the nominal rolls have been the sub-
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ject of two publications each, without including the publication of the 
registers of births, marriages and deaths. How can we explain the fact 
that no monograph has yet been published on this subject? 

Another mystery will emerge from the comparison of the two 1716 
censuses. According to the civil administration, there were a total of 
2408 people in Québec. On the other hand, the most recent version of 
the census carried out by the parish priest, which was published by 
demographers of the Université de Montréal, shows that the number of 
residents in the capital was 2281. Moreover, according to the Notre-
Dame parish priest, there were more households than the number listed 
in the civil census, which would mean that Québec families may have 
had many fewer children. Who is telling the truth? 

According to the civil census figures, it appears that the parish priest 
underestimated the population by 5.5% and overestimated the number of 
households by 11.2%. There are many explanations for this phenome­
non. Even though the criteria used by demographers today to calculate 
the number of households appear to be less accurate than those used by 
the census-takers of the time, we have to accept the number of families 
shown in the civil census, especially when we consider that the differ­
ence between the two population totals is entirely due to factors outside 
the realm of demography. The parish priest may have failed to include 
Protestants or even foreign merchants in his figures. It is also possible 
that the area covered by the ecclesiastic administration was different 
from that covered by the civil administration. All these explanations are 
possible but which is the right one? 

Since it is impossible to say, it may be more prudent to retain the fig­
ures produced by the statistical civil censuses and to compare them with 
the nominal rolls produced by the religious censuses. As arbitrary as 
these choices may appear, they cannot be accepted without a final exam­
ination of the statistical censuses. Since the 1712 census contains only 
incomplete figures, it seems useless to use it in the various tables. Fur­
thermore, we must also reject the 1698 census, which reveals a certain 
amount of unreliability in terms of the figures shown. Thus we are left 
only with the 21 statistical censuses. 

Apart from the population totals, the data contained in these docu­
ments indicates the number of children, boys and girls, under and over 
15 years of age (majority was legally attained only at the age of 25, at 
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least in the case of men). The documents also show the number of mar­
ried women and widows, followed by the number of married men under 
and over 50 years of age. Starting in 1707, there were more or less regu­
lar entries indicating the number of families. We also find the number 
of men absent from their homes after 1720. On the other hand, only the 
nominal rolls make it possible to establish with a certain amount of ac­
curacy the socio-professional categories and trades of the population. 

These data can lead to an analysis of population growth not only in 
absolute terms, but more importantly as a function of the distribution 
between its male and female components, and its rate of renewal. They 
may even make it possible to identify the contributions made by immi­
gration to natural growth, which in turn implies an evaluation of mortal­
ity, both infant and other. 

The Population, 1660-90 

Starting out from the postulate that a colonial population, where immi­
gration dominates, shows clear signs of a serious lack of balance in its 
male-female ratio, R. Chénier has demonstrated the significant disparity 
between the two sexes, after placing the population of Québec in its co­
lonial context. Before drawing a table of the period between 1690 and 
1755, it is important then to obtain a balance for the preceding years 
and, if need be, to compare it with known data for Montréal. 

Before the royal administration took charge of the colony in 1663, 
New France came under the responsibility of fur trading companies. The 
population was growing slowly. From 28 winter colonists in 1608, it 
rose to 2000 people in 1653. Once the King had assumed direct charge 
of the fate of the colony, the number of inhabitants grew at an increas­
ingly fast pace: to 3215 in 1666 and 10 303 in 1688, which represents an 
annual rate of growth of 4.7% for these years. 

However, the capital grew more slowly than the colony during these 
22 years: from 547 people in 1666 to 1407 in 1688, for an average an-
nual rate of growth of 3.99%. Evidently, these figures do not take into 
account the population of the suburbs nor the floating population con­
sisting of sailors, soldiers, foreign merchants and immigrants in transit. 
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The population of Québec accounted for 17% of the total population of 
the colony in 1666 and for 13.7% in 1688.8 

Characteristically, the major portion of the population of the colony 
was made up of men: 63.3% in 1666 and 52.8% in 1688. The propor­
tion was 61.1% and 55.1% respectively for the same years in Mon­
tréal. As far as Québec is concerned, it had even more men than the 
colony as a whole; in 1666, the proportion was 65.8% and in 1688, it 
was 54.8%. This male over representation was slowly decreasing both in 
Québec and in the rest of the colony. It seems that this phenomenon can 
be explained by an increase in the birth rate as the result of the arrival 
of girls of marriageable age. 

In terms of marriage itself, from the previous picture we may infer 
that men were not only more numerous, but that they were also more 
likely to be unmarried than the women. On the other hand, the percent­
age of married women in Québec was consistently higher than that of 

13 

married men, a situation caused by male overrepresentation, which 
nevertheless tended to balance out toward the end of this period. 

These observations lead to a consideration of the age pyramid. In 
comparison with 1666, the average age of the population was much 
lower 15 years later; and this was true both for the colony as a whole 
and for the cities of Québec and Montréal. 

In sum, the period between 1660 and 1690 corresponds to a settle­
ment stage. Does this mean that the next generation would find itself 
in a stable situation and that the next one after that will ensure renewal? 
An analysis of the censuses carried out between 1692 and 1755 will 
serve to confirm or refute this. 

Demographic Structures, 1692-1755 

Taking into account the difficulties involved in assessing and evalua­
ting the censuses, it seemed more just to single out some of these 
rather than attempting to justify the "anomalies." Thus, we will use the 
first of the statistical censuses of this period, carried out in 1692, then 
the civil census of 1716, which will make it possible to compare with 
the census compiled the same year by the parish priest; then the 1739 
census, and finally the census carried out by Father Jacrau in 1744. 
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TABLE 1 
POPULATION AND GROWTH RATE (%) 

1628-1755 

Year 

1628 
1653 
1666 
1688 
1692 (a) 
1697(a) 
1707(b) 
1716 
1731 
1739 
1744(c) 
1755 

Canada 

76 
2000 
3215 

10303 
11114 

20896 

43264 

(a) War of the Augsbur 
(b) War of the Spanish 
(c) War of the Austrian 

Rate 

7.4 

3.9 

2.4 

3.0 

Québec 

76 
600 
547 

1407 
1659 

1779 
2574 

4609 
5004 
7215 

g League (1689-1697) 
Succession (1701-17 
Succession (1740-17' 

Rate 

6.2 
4.0 

1.9 

2.7 
1.6 
3.3 

13) 
18) 

Montréal 

1150 
1327 

2980 
3450 

Rate 

3.2 
1.8 

These five key sources will make it possible to determine the pace of 
urban growth, and to compare it with that of the colony of Montréal and 
even some American cities. 

Pace of Growth 

The population of Canada grew from 11 114 people in 1692 to 20 896 
in 1716 and to 43 264 in 1739.16 The annual rate of growth was 2.5% 
for the first period and 3% between 1716 and 1739. Montréal grew at 
approximately the same pace as the colony as a whole: by 3.2% between 

17 

1707 and 1731. As far as Québec is concerned, the pace of growth 
seemed to be slightly lower than that of the colony as a whole for the 
17th century, but quite similar to the latter in the 18th century. 

By isolating blocks of data at intervals of approximately 25 years 
(1692-1716, 1716-39 and 1739-55) [Table l ] , 1 8 we can produce a rather 
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TABLE 2 
GROWTH RATES (%) OF SEVERAL AMERICAN CITIES 

1660-1755 

Year 

1660 

1685 

1690 

1708 
1730 
1743 

1748 

1755 

Philadelphia 

2500 
4000 

13000 

Rate 

9.2 

2 .0 

Boston 

3000 

7000 

16332 

Rate 

2.7 

1.5 

New York 

2400 

3900 

11000 

Rate 

1.6 

1.8 

Charleston 

700 

1100 

6800 

Rate 

4 . 4 

2 ,7 

Portsmouth 

9 0 0 

3300 

Rate 

1.9 

Newport 

2204 

4645 

5529 

6769 

Rate 

3 .2 

0 . 9 

3 .4 

Providence 

1443 
3910 

3464 

3162 

Rate 

4.2 

-0.6 

-1.5 

homogeneous curve that shows that war, in particular, was responsible 
for a significant slow-down in population growth not only in Québec, 
but in the entire colony. At the same time, when we compare it to the 
rates prevailing during the previous one hundred years, we can see that 
the pace of growth decreased in the 18th century. The situation could 
not have been otherwise, taking into account the small numbers of 
people, and the even lower proportion of individuals of reproductive age 
in the 17th century. 

Furthermore, this slow-down in population growth is a phenomenon 
that was not exclusively limited to New France. It was also evident in 
the largest cities of the English colonies (Table 2). Even though these 
towns were generally more heavily populated, only one of them grew at 
a faster pace than the capital: the city of Charleston in Carolina. All 
these cities, with the exception of New York, suffered a significant 
slow-down in growth during the 18th century. 

Seen from our point of view so many years after, another phenomenon 
may nevertheless be in danger of being ignored: growth was by no 
means regular and even; it proceeded by jumps and starts characterized 
by interruptions and quick advances. Already, the rates of growth shown 
on Table 1 for the periods of 1739-44 and 1745-55 in Québec, and 1731-
39 in Montréal, show significant fluctuations in relation to the average 
rate. 

Moreover, a simple observation of the number of families in the statis­
tical censuses is very revealing in terms of the situation prevailing in 
the capital during the 18th century. From 290 in 1707, the number of 
families increased regularly to reach 449 in 1716; between 1717 and 
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TABLE 3 

POPULATION GROWTH 
IN QUÉBEC 
1692-1755 

Inter-
Year Population censal 

Rate (%) 

Periodic 
Rate (%) 

1692(a) 1658 . 
1707 (b) 1779 0.47 I -, 2 5 

1716 2574 4.10 f 
1726 2550 -0.13 [ I 
1737 4508 5.04 I 
1744(c) 5004 1.49 /* 3 ' 2 9 

1755 7215 3.29 

(a) War of the Augsburg League (1689-1697) 
(b) War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1713) 
(c) War of the Austrian Succession (1740-1748) 

1723, this figure underwent many variations, so that we can say that dur­
ing these six years high inflation and the re-evaluation of the currency 

21 

negatively affected population growth in Québec. From 1724 on, the 
population stabilized and, between 1727 and 1730, the capital showed a 
spectacular increase in the number of families; in the order of 33%. This 
phenomenon was the result of Quebec's maritime activities. At that time 
the city was experiencing significant growth in its foreign trade, which 

22 

attracted large numbers of skilled and unskilled workers. Sub­
sequently, the numbers increased more moderately, and even dropped 
between 1737 and 1739, probably due to the 1737-38 crisis caused by a 

23 poor harvest that led to a one-third drop-off in trade. 
Thus, the population of the capital was nervous: it reacted rapidly to 

the slightest economic permutations. In order to understand these move­
ments, we must attempt to bring these situations into the open. The polit­
ical and economic context divides the period between 1692 and 1755 
into two stages: 1692-1726 and 1727-55, during the course of which the 
annual rate of population growth was 1.25% and 3.29% respectively, re­
flecting the generally accepted premise that the period between 1692 



TABLE 4 

COMPOSITION OF THE POPULATION OF QUÉBEC, 1692-1739 

Year 

1692 
1695 
1698 
1706 
1707 
1713 
1714 
1716 
1718 
1719 
1720 
1721 
1722 
1723 
1724 
1726 
1727 
1730 
1732 
1736 
1737 
1739 

Men 

+50yrs 

63 
84 
137 
62 
54 
61 
119 
137 

4! 
160 
180 
182 
130 
180 
189 
200 
210 
145 
150 
189 
216 
247 

25-49 

238 
207 
243 
230 
240 
272 
330 
284 

12 
270 
325 
217 
220 
267 
269 
293 
312 
636 
640 
600 
738 
617 

15-24 

235 
285 
257 
180 
185 
181 
296 
335 

-15 yrs 

356 
329 
483 
277 
310 
300 
674 
545 

754 
260 
206 
217 
210 
215 
219 
252 
250 
336 
345 
330 
427 
322 

510 
478 
480 
490 
494 
493 
500 
593 
720 
732 
904 
953 
993 

Total 

892 
905 
1120 
749 
789 
814 
1419 
1301 
1206 
1200 

50 +1189 
53 +1096 
54 +1050 
50 +1156 
36 +1170 
50 +1245 
22 +1365 
44 +1837 
40 +1867 
40 +2023 

2334 
50 +2179 

% 
53.8 
54.5 
52.0 
45.4 
44.3 
43.0 
55.5 
50.5 
48.9 
46.5 
55.3 
53.1 
51.5 
51.3 
51.0 
50.8 
52.1 
46.0 
50.4 
48.0 
51.8 
48.4 

Women 

+24 yrs 

314 
320 
366 
299 
290 
373 
470 
460 
459 
450 
349 
351 
360 
463 
463 
525 
528 
719 
724 
889 
837 
884 

15-24 

161 
178 
192 
183 
180 
248 
295 
327 

-15 yrs 

292 
257 
477 
420 
520 
462 
371 
486 

803 
310 
182 
191 
199 
191 
194 
210 
199 
730 
378 
442 
494 
519 

620 
469 
472 
480 
489 
499 
520 
549 
754 
771 
909 
843 
971 

Total 

767 
755 

1035 
902 
990 
1083 
1136 
1273 
1262 
1380 
1000 
1014 
1039 
1143 
1156 
1255 
1276 
2203 
1873 
2240 
2174 
2374 

% 
46.2 
45.5 
48.0 
54.6 
55.6 
57.0 
44.5 
49.5 
51.1 
53.5 
44.7 
46.9 
48.5 
48.6 
48.9 
49.2 
47.9 
53.9 
49.5 
52.0 
48.2 
51.6 

Total 

Québec 

1659 
1660 
2155 
1651 
1779 
1897 
2555 
2574 
2468 
2580 
2239 
2163 
2143 
2349 
2362 
2550 
2663 
4084 
3780 
4303 
4508 
4609 

Canada 

11114 
12786 

16788 
17615 
18467 
18741 
20996 
23125 
22530 
24544 
24949 
25106 
25972 

29836 
31169 
34188 
35525 
39220 
40143 
43264 

Population of 

Québec 

(%) 

14.9 
13.0 

9.8 
10.1 
10.2 
13.6 
12.3 
10.7 
11.4 
9.1 
8.7 
8.5 
9.0 

8.5 
8.5 
11.9 
10.6 
11.0 
11.2 
10.6 
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and 1726 was less favourable to an economic boom than that of 1727 to 
1755 when there was a resurgence of intercolonial trade. However, the 
population curve went through several ups and downs. Table 3 under­
scores this phenomenon rather eloquently. When the War of the League 
of Augsburg (1689-97) and the beginning of the War of the Spanish 
Succession (1701-13) dampened population growth, the resulting in­
crease in military expenditures and upsurge in intercolonial trade at­
tracted a number of artisans and labourers to Québec. The city under­
went a spectacular increase in its annual rate of growth (4.1%) between 
1707 and 1716.24 

After the Treaty of Utrecht (1713) and the death of Louis XIV (1715), 
France was confronted with the depressing reality of a public purse reel­
ing under a staggering national debt. It was necessary to implement a re­
covery plan and this did not spare Canada: the Canadian livre underwent 
a devaluation in the order of 62.5%. Even though there was a delay in 
the announcement of this policy, already rumours were rampant in the 
streets of the capital. Popular dissatisfaction was gaining strength and 
the prices of goods and services were reaching previously unheard-of 
levels. In this context it was not surprising to find evidence of a massive 
exodus. Those newly arrived during the period of prosperity went back, 
some to the surrounding countryside and others to the territories of their 
respective governments. 

It was only in 1725-26 that the prices stabilized. The basic elements 
of the infrastructure of the great intercolonial trade had been organized 
for a few years. Thus, 1727 corresponds to a significant leap forward in 
trade so that Québec experienced a phenomenal rate of growth in its 
population of 5% per year. After this period of population growth, there 
were a series of poor harvests that rendered the new citizens particularly 
vulnerable; the capital suffered a significant slow-down in the growth of 
its population. However, massive public investment (1745-54) in mili­
tary and maritime public works, and even convents (the cathedral in 
Québec), again enticed those living in the outskirts of the town as well 
as foreigners to settle in the city. Although the strong rates of growth 
seemed to be a phenomenon exclusive to the 17th century, one has to 
think again and examine more closely the situation prevailing during the 
18th century. In sum, the people of Québec and even those in the sur­
rounding countryside, were aware of the economic situation and reacted 


