Yvon Desloges

I*I Environment Canada  Environnement Canada
Parks Service Service des parcs




A Tenant's Town

Québec in the 18th century
Yvon Desloges

Translated from the original French

Studies in Archaeology,
Architecture and History

National Historic Sites
Parks Service
Environment Canada



©Supply and Services Canada 1991

Available in Canada through associated book stores and other book sellers
or by mail from Canada Communication Group/Publishing, Supply and Ser-
vices Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0S9.

Published under the authority of the Minister of the Environment, Ottawa,
1991

Editing: Sheila Ascroft

Design: Louis D. Richard

Desktop Production: Suzanne Rochette

Cover: Rod Won

Cover photo: Jacques Beardsell

Translation: Department of the Secretary of State

Parks publishes the results of its research in archaeology, architecture and
history. A list of publications is available from Research Publications,
Parks Service, Environment Canada, 1600 Liverpool Court, Ottawa, Onta-
rio, Canada K1A OH3.

Canadian Cataloguing Publication Data
Desloges, Yvon

A Tenant’s Town: Québec in the 18th Century

(Studies in Archaeology, Architecture and History, [ISSN 0821-1027)

Also published in French under the title: Une ville de locataires: Québec au
XVIII® sigcle

Includes bibliographical references

ISBN: 0-660-14204-X

Cat. No.: R61-2/9-54E

1. Quebec (Quebec) — 18th century — Social conditions. 2. Quebec (Que-
bec) — 18th century — Economic conditions. 3. Quebec (Quebec) — His-
tory. 4. Quebec (Quebec) — Population. I. Canadian Parks Service,
National Historic Sites. II. Title. III. Title: Québec in the 18th century. IV.
Series.

FC2946.4D4413 1991 971.4'47102 C91-098708-4
F1054.5QD4413 1991



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgements . . . . . .. ... e 7
Introduction . . . . . . . ... 9
NotetoReaders .« o:: comms s smus s smasns s s@mms i 550 15
Part I: Population . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ... L. 17
Chapter 1: Demographic Characteristics, 1688-1755 . . . .. ... .. 19
SOUTCES . . o o e e 19
The Population, 1660-90 . . . ... ... ... ... ... ....... 21
Demographic Structures, 1692-1755 . . . . ... .. ... ... ... 22
Pace of Growth . . . . ... ... .. . ... ... ... 23

The Balance of Forces . . ... ... ... ... ... ........ 28

The Composition of the Population . . . ... ... ... .... 29

The Precariousness of the Balance, 1690-1749 . . .. ... ... .. 31
Marriage . . . . ... e 32
Generation Renewal . . . ... ... ... .. .. ... ...... 35
Struggle for Survival . . .. ... . ... L 39
Chapter 2: Of Men, Neighbourhoods and Trades . ... ........ 45
Evolution of the Urban Base . . . . ... ... .. ... ........ 45
Households . . . . .. .. . .. ... 49
Trades 3 : 5 canss s s s s@®s 5 § F6 M5 8 586 56 3 8 50
Households and Trades . . . . .. .. ... ... . ... ...... 53
Neighbourhoods and Streets . . . ... .. ... ... ........ 53
Uppert TOWN : ¢ oo s 5 s s ms s s wasi samass s 6@a6 5 53
LOWBIrTOWH : s wwws s 50 96 ¢ s 8 mis ¢ B m o8 £ 706845 37
Palace Quarter . . . . .. . ... ... 58

The Suburbs . . . . . ... 59

Domestic Servants . . . . . . . . . . 60



Part II: Housing Conditions . . . . .. .. ... ... .. ........ 65

Chapter 3: The Urban Landscape . .. ... ... ... ......... 67
Québec at the Time of Pehr Kalm . . . . . ... ... ... ...... 68
Neighbourhoods and Streets . . . . .. ... ............ 69
The Site Around 1744 . . . . . . . . . ... ... 75
The Management of Space . . .. ... ... .. ... ... ..... 76
Convent Properties . .« - ¢ ¢ v o v we s soms s 5 cmmas 5 v 77
Public PrOperties . : . « s v« « s ww o s sumus s smmws s &5 85
Private Properties . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... 85
Legislation and Urban Facilities . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 93
Chapter'd: ATenant’s TOWN . o s ¢ s 5 5 s s wmos s smamoss s 109
Landlords and Tenants . . . . .. ... ... ... .. ........ 109
The Geography of Tenancy . . . ... .. ... ............ 114
Relationships Between Landlords and Tenants . . . . .. ... .. 121
Purchasing a Property . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... 129
Part III: Consumption and Production . . .. ... ... .. ... .. 135
Chapter 5: The Domestic Environment . . . .. ... ......... 137
Outside the House: Stables and Cowsheds . . . .. ... ...... 137
From the Yard to the Larder . . .. ... ... ............ 141
Inside the House: A Choice Between Luxury, the Latest
Fashion or a Functional Decor . . . . .. .. ............ 150
Chapter 6: Insecurity in the Midst of Prosperity . . . . ... ... .. 165
Assets, Fortunes, Balance Sheets and Inflation . . . ... ... .. 165
Impoverishment, Credit and Material Goods . . .. ... ... .. 173
Moving Toward a Different Society: Competition and
Production Relationships . . .. ... ... ... ... ... .... 183
Epilogue . . . . . . . e 193
Appendix A: The Value of Succession Inventories in Québec
between 1690 and 1749 . . . . . .. ... ... o 197
Geographic Framework . . . ... ... ... ... ... ....... 197
General Outline of the Succession Inventory . . . . . ... ... .. 199
Respect for Legal Provisions: : « w « v ¢ s swas s smwwms v som s 201
Real Estate . . . . .. . . .. . e 208

A Valid Source? . .. . .. e 211



Appendix B: Price Index Fluctuations . . .. .. ... ........ 217

SOUTEE :wwwmns s wimns: s inE6: RS I 6 mbE s 489S 65 & 218
Use of Wheat Prices and Their Fluctuations as a Scale . . . . .. 220
Products . . . . . . . . ... 222
Whedt and FIOUT & o5 : s o m s 5 s m s s sw @ 9 d ¢ 8.0 8 @5 223
Lard . . . . .. 228
Firewood . . . . . . . . .. ... 228
Butter . . . ... 229
Nalt, (s o mas s s 55 i9Bi FIRT G E B EE ¢ EE DD 230
Candles . :::avu:sus R A 230
PEDPEE s wv s s muo ss r o mms s em®os s@mas i 5 6% @8 231
Silver . . . . e 232
Compiling a Price Index . . . . ... .. ... ... ....... 235

Appendix C: Distribution of Heads of Household by District and

Street in Accordance with Their Trades, 1716-44 . . . . . . . .. .. 243
Appendix D: The 1716 Census . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .... 245
Appendix E: The 1744 Census . . . . . ... ... .. ... . ..... 246
Abbreviations and Acronyms . . .. ... 249
NOTES =05 s rommms s s @s 5§ S8 63 3 85 bs sa@bs s 498 251
Sourcesof Tables . ... ... ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... 289
Bibliography . . . . .. . . . . ... 291

Submitted for publication in 1987 by Yvon Desloges, Environment Can-
ada, Parks Services, Québec Region.






