Slate Roofing
in
Canada

et X
e

I*I Environment Environnement Ma' Culkn
Canada Canada

Parks Service  Service des parcs



==

SLATE ROOFING IN CANADA

Mary Cullen

Studies in Archaeology,
Architecture and History

National Historic Parks and Sites
Parks Service
Environment Canada



© Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1990.

Available in Canada through authorized bookstore agents and other
bookstores, or by mail from the Canadian Government Publishing Centre,
Supply and Services Canada, Hull, Quebec, Canada K1A 0S9.

En frangais ce numéro s’intitule: Les couvertures en ardoises au Canada
(no de catalogue R61-2/9-46F). En vente au Canada par I’entremise de nos
agents libraires agréés et autres librairies, ou par la poste au Centre
d’édition du gouvernement du Canada, Approvisionnements et Services
Canada, Hull, Québec, Canada K1A 0S9.

Published under the authority
of the Minister of the Environment,
Ottawa, 1990.

Editing and design: Sheila Ascroft

Cover design: Rod Won

Front and back cover photos: The Keeper’s House at the Necropolis,
Toronto, Ontario.

Parks publishes the results of its research in archaeology, architecture and
history. A list of titles is available from Research Publications, Parks
Service, Environment Canada, 1600 Liverpool Court, Ottawa, Ontario
K1A OH3.

Canadian Cataloguing in Publication Data
Cullen, Mary
Slate roofing ir Canada

(Studies in archacology, architecture and history,

ISSN 0821-1027)

Issued also in French under title: Les couvertures en ardoises au Canada.
Includes bibliographical references.

ISBN 0-660-13445-4 .

DSS cat. no. R61-2/9-46E

1. Roofing, Slate. 2. Shingles. 3. Roofing — Canada — History. 4.
Building materials — Canada. I. Canadian Parks Service. National His-

toric Parks and Sites. II. Title. III. Series.

TH2445.C87 1990 695 C90-098518-6


http://DSScat.no

20

Contents

Acknowledgements . . . ... ..o 5
INEOAUCHON, & o s 55 s s @ o s s § s G0 M2 s @@ B HE s B WS &S s 8B 7

I. A Late 19th-century Urban Phenomenon . . . ... ... ... ... 9
II. Stylistic Trends in the Use of Slate Roofing in Canada . . . . . . . 29
III. Canadian Practice in Laying Slate Roofs . . . ... ......... 45
IV. Sources of Roofing Slate, Pastand Present . . . . .......... 55
V. Conclusion . . . ... ... e e 67
TIuSHRALIONS < s s v 6.6 s smusms 5 sumPas s 8@ Ews F s@mmBE b & B 71
Endnotes . . . .. . . e e 137
Selected Bibliography . . . . . . .. ... . 155

Submitted for publication in 1984 by Mary Cullen, Architectural History Di-
vision, National Historic Parks and Sites, Parks Service, Environment Cana-
da, Ottawa.



(D

Acknowledgements

Research for this study tapped the resources of many archives and libraries.
I thank the staff of the National Archives of Canada, the Canadian Inventory
of Historic Building, libraries of the Canada Centre for Mineral and Energy
Technology and the Geological Survey of Canada, the Archives of Ontario,
the London Public Library, the Historical Society of Pennsylvania and the
Wilbur Collection of the University of Vermont.

Many individuals and socicties also generously shared with me their knowl-
edge and unpublished research. I am indebted particularly to Keith Blades,
Gail Sussman, Martin Weaver, Gordon Phillips, and Elizabeth Vincent, all of
Ottawa; Barbara Salomon de Friedberg, Québec; the Sisters of the Congrega-
tion of Notre Dame, Montreal; La Société d’histoire des Cantons de I’Est,
Sherbrooke; Elizabeth Spicer, London, Ont.; Ann Gillespie, Dundas, Ont.;
Trinity Historical Society, Trinity, Newfoundland, and Philip Marshall, Bur-
lington, Vermont.

The slate industry provided invaluable assistance. I am very grateful to
Bedford Slate Ltd., Montreal, the Stoddard Slate Companies, Bangor, Penn-
sylvania, the Buckingham-Virginia Slate Corporation and especially to Wil-
liam M. Mahar of the Vermont Structural Slate Company, Fairhaven,
Vermont, who provided samples of current American roofing slates.

Lastbutnot least, I thank my colleagues at the Architectural History Branch
and Restoration Services, Canadian Parks Service.

All illustrations and photos are by the Canadian Inventory of Historic
Building (CIHB), Environment Canada, or by the Heritage Recording Ser-
vices (formerly of Environment Canada and now with Public Works) unless
otherwise stated. Figures with asterisks are colour photos.






