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Forward 

This is the third of a series of Parks Canada 
booklets designed for those directly involved in 
classifying heritage buildings. The first booklet 
of this series The Buildings of Canada is a concise 
guide to Canadian architectural styles. The 
second booket The Evaluation of Historic 
Buildings presents guidelines for the evaluation of 
historic buildings. This third booket deals with 
the problems of researching heritage properties. 

These booklets have been prepared under the 
sponsorship of the Canadian Inventory of Historic 
Building which was established in 1970 and 
subsequently developed into a major heritage 
resource centre. 

This series is available, free of charge, by 
writing to the Canadian Inventory of Historic 
Building, Les Terrasses de la Chaudière, 10 
Wellington Street, Hull, Quebec, Canada 
K1A 1G2. 
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Introduction 

This booklet has been written as a very basic 
guide to building research in Canada. It outlines a 
method for performing the research, and 10 of the 
most commonly used sources in Canadian building 
research today. It is intended as a starting point 
for the new researcher who is interested in 
learning something about the history of a specific 
building. 

The information this booklet contains only 
touches upon a much larger subject area. 
Researchers who want to locate "everything that 
is available" will not find their answers here, nor 
will those with special problems. Such 
researchers should refer to M. Carter, How to 
Research a Building in Canada (Ottawa: Parks 
Canada, manuscript on file) for a more complete 
guide. Nevertheless, this booklet will provide the 
basics. 

Tracing building research activities from the 
beginning to the end of a project is a relatively 
simple task. The researcher begins by asking 
questions about the building, then he locates 
historical sources and searches for answers. Once 
he has found the information available he analyses 
and evaluates it to produce a history of the 
building. With this completed, he writes a report 
on the findings. Each step of the process is 
described in this booklet. 
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Questions 

The first step in researching a building is 
to decide what the researcher wants to know 
about the building. As this will affect how 
much time he spends doing the research and 
where he goes for answers, it is a very 
important stage. Most people are interested 
in researching buildings they know: buildings 
they own, live in, or grew up in, or buildings 
that are important in their communities. In 

each case, the building means something 
special to the researcher, and that 
"something" usually initiates questions about 
the building's history for which the researcher 
wants answers. 

Some of the questions commonly asked are 
given in the list below under the general 
headings used for all building research. Once 
he has reviewed these, the researcher could 
choose some relevant questions and use them 
as a base to develop any special interest he 
has. 

Commonly Asked Questions 

Date of Construction 
When was the building built? 
Why was it built when it was? 
What problems were encountered while 
building it? 

Alterations 
How has the building's appearance changed 
since it was built? 
When was each change made? and what 
was it? 
Why were these changes made? 

Allocation of Space 
How did various owners and occupants 
arrange the interior space of the building? 
What did it look like when it was 
"furnished"? 

Architect, Builder, and Craftsmen 
Who designed the building? 

. Who built it? 
Why were these people chosen? 
Did they have any particular skills or 
training? 
Does the building show any evidence of 
their skill or lack of skill? 
What other buildings did they work on? 

Style 
Where did the person designing the building 
get his idea for the design? 
What factors were important in choosing a 
design for the building? 
Does the building look like another 
building? 

Owner 
Who was the original owner of the 
building? 
Who were the later owners? 
How long did each of these people own the 
building? 
Who were they? 
Why did each of them choose to own this 
particular building? 

Materials 
What materials were used to build the 
building? 
What materials were used to alter the 
building? 
Where did they come from? 

. What did they cost? 
Why were they chosen? 

Occupants 
Who lived or worked in the building? 
For what time periods? 
Why did each of them choose this building? 

Construction Techniques 
Is the building assembled in an unusual 
way? 

3 

Use 
How did different owners and occupants 
use the building? 
What served this function before this 
building was built? 

Site 
Is this the building's original site or has it 
been moved? 
Were there other buildings on the same 
property? 
If so, what did they look like? 
Did the property have any special features 
that affected the design of the building? 

Area 
What was the neighbourhood of the building 
when it was constructed? 
How has it changed? 
Is the building like any other building in the 
neighbourhood? 


