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Introduction 

The city of Qu6bec was the nerve centre of the entire French co
lonial administration in Canada, from the founding of New 
France in 1608 until 1760. As capital of the colony, Qu6bec was 
the seat of the government and, in an era when the army was the 
right arm of the political power, required a military presence to 
uphold its authority. As the major port of the colony, Quebec 
was in even greater need of soldiers, to control colonial imports 
and exports and to defend its facilities. Throughout its history, 
New France and its government had to contend with two persist
ent adversaries, the Amerindians and the English. Battles were 
always being fought, and between 1608 and 1760 there were 
barely 50 years when the people experienced even relatively 
peaceful conditions. 

In the 17th century, the government and settlers of New 
France formed various alliances in an attempt to exploit poten
tial rivalries among Amerindian tribes to their own advantage. 
The goal of these new arrivals was to establish the economic 
foundations of New France by expanding their access to furs, 
the easiest form of wealth for them to acquire. Such machina
tions, however, led inevitably to more or less serious reprisals 
on the part of the Amerindians. Furthermore, by the end of the 
17th century, France and England were extending their Euro
pean rivalry to America, a practice that was to continue until 
1760. Each country wanted to increase its economic power by 
dominating or containing the colonial expansion of the other. 
While the French were trying to keep the English in their settle
ments on the Atlantic coast, the English became aware of how 
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