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ABSTRACT 

During the summer of 1970, emergency excavations were conducted at Fort 

'Wellington National Historic Park. The area tested lay along the. former 

shoreline of the St. Lawrence River and was associated with the site of a 

water battery destroyed in the 1850s. Excavation uncovered two house 

foundations and an unidentified stone feature. These features could not 

be directly related to the military occiipation of the area. No such 

features were located. Folloxving the excavations a modern drainage system 

was built across the area. 
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Introduction 

Between Friday May 23, 1970 and Tuesday June 16, 1970 salvage excavations 

were carried out by the author at Fort Wellington National Historic Park, 

Pre scott, Ontario. 

The purpose of this section of the study is to report on the 

excavations carried out in 1970 at Fort Wellington National Historic Park 

in the area between the fort itself and the Canadian Pacific Railway yards 

to the south of the fort on the side of the St. Lawrence River. 

Documentary evidence indicates that in the second quarter of the 

19th century Fort Wellington had associated with it a water battery, 

standing, south of the fort, overlooking the St. Lawrence River. This 

water battery was apparently connected to the Fort by a double palisade. 

Also associated with this water battery was at least one small building and 

perhaps more. When the Ottawa-Prescott railway was constructed in the 

early 1350s, about one-third of the point on which the water battery was 

built was sliced away to provide fill material and space for the new 

railway yards (Fig. 1). 

The building or houses on the point were not affected by this project 

and apparently stood until about 1930. New buildings were probably built 

in the period after the land fill project. However by 1970 the buildings 

had long been gone. There is evidence that one or two of the structures 

were moved to other sites and are still standing in Prescott. In 1970 the 

city of Prescott announced the construction of a sewer line running east-

west along Water Street of the old town and south of Highway 2, across the 
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