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Abstract 

Throughout this report a number of themes were explored to 

best determine the materials culture that once lay in the 

Commissioner's Residence. Three themes were explored: first, 

the role played by the environment and by the "cultural bag

gage" of the NWMP in establishing their illustrations in the 

North-West; second, the extent to which Victorian social and 

cultural styles were transplanted onto the frontier; and 

third, the degree to which the NWMP's role as a civilizing 

force determined the arrangement of their building interiors. 

A number of methods were implemented to examine the above 

themes. Comparative material from other NWMP sites was found 

useful in filling in information gaps at Fort Walsh. Lists of 

supplies available were compiled from documentary sources 

which assisted in delineating what the NWMP might have 

possessed. Comparative photographs also helped to flesh out 

areas where documentary sources were thin. The Victorian 

themes were projected from documentary sources available, 

such as the literature read by the NWMP, and from their archi

tectural and institutional perferences. 
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Preface 

This report examines the material culture of the Commissioner's 

Residence at Fort Walsh in order to provide factual information 

and historical interpretation for its refurnishing. Chapter 

One analyzes the factors which determined the culture that 

emerged at Fort Walsh with particular emphasis on the dicho

tomy between the dictates of the environment and the European 

and Eastern-Canadian inheritance brought West by the North 

West Mounted Police (NWMP). Chapter Two is a brief examina

tion of the economic life of Whoop-Up Country and traces the 

supply routes which sustained the commercial life at Fort 

Walsh. Chapter Three explores the intellectual rationale for 

the spatial organization of the Commissioner's Residence and 

discusses a number of possibilities for the application of the 

principles analyzed. 

This report is based on extensive primary evidence both 

documentary and photographic. It is not possible to include 

all of the approximately 300 photographs collected into this 

volume and consequently representative choices had to be 

made. A variety of documentary sources were useful in this 

study: the comprehensive records of the T.C. Power Company 

store at Fort Walsh were particularly valuable. These records 

cover the years 1879-1883 and contain the outgoing correspon

dence of J.W. Marsh, the manager of the store in the town of 

Fort Walsh until it was moved to Maple Creek. Because of the 

value of this source, four selective appendices were compiled 

and are included at the back of this study. They should be 

used in conjunction with the Appendices contained in the back 


