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Abstract

Throughout this report a number of themes were explored to
best determine the materials culture that once lay in the
Commissioner's Residence. Three themes were explored: first,
the role played by the environment and by the "cultural bag-
gage" of the NWMP in establishing their illustrations in the
North-West; second, the extent to which Victorian social and
cultural styles were transplanted onto the frontier; and
third, the degree to which the NWMP's role as a civilizing
force determined the arrangement of their building interiors.
A number of methods were implemented to examine the above
themes. Comparative material from other NWMP sites was found
useful in filling in information gaps at Fort Walsh. Lists of
supplies available were compiled from documentary sources
which assisted in delineating what the NWMP might have
possessed. Comparative photographs also helped to flesh out
areas where documentary sources were thin. The Victorian
themes were projected from documentary sources available,

such as the literature read by the NWMP, and from their archi-

tectural and institutional perferences.






