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Introduction 

The Halifax Citadel is being restored to it's nineteenth config­

uration. The current restoration is the culmination of various 

attempts to rehabilitate the Citadel since it became a National 

Historic Site in 1951. During the one hundred and fifty seven 

years of British occupation, the fortification was a functioning 

installation. It underwent an alternating series of uses and 

abandonments after the fort was transferred to the Canadian 

Department of Militia and Defense in 1906. The fort was a 

prisoner of war camp during the First World War, an unemployment 

relief project during the 1930s, barrack and storage space 

during the Second World War and finally a historic site (Dunn, 

1977) . The effects of climate, vandals and various uncompleted 

projects have had a debilitating effect on the fort. 

The method utilized to restore the evolution of the fort 

was to divide the Citadel into sections and depict, through 

period restoration and exhibit, specific temporal frames. The 

ramparts will be.used to show the evolution of the types of guns 

installed at the Citadel. There are examples of emplacements 

extant on the site of the rifled bore variety from a later 

period within the nineteenth century. This area does not 

present many problems for restoration. Guns of the smoothbore 

types of an earlier period were removed and their emplacements 

dismantled or reused. The destruction of documentation by the 

British left minimal information of the emplacement configura­

tion, location and construction materials. This resulted in the 

situation where a section of the Citadel was to be restored to 

a period with unique and characteristic elements without specific 

documentation. The data that was available was general in 

nature and referred to material that was standard throughout the 

empire. 

The primary problem with elements of a fortification such 
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