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Preface 

This study was prepared for Parks Canada (Prairie Region), 

under the supervision of Dr. Frits Pannekoek. It combines 

an historical overview of Wood Buffalo National Park with an 

inventory and assessment of the major manuscript collections 

and secondary works relevant to the history of the park and 

its environs. 

While the Terms of Reference for this project specified 

only completion of a source study, it soon became apparent 

that such a study would have marginal utility without an appro

priate historical context for the discussion of the extant 

sources. Since no satisfactory overview of the park's history 

existed, it was necessary to provide one. This report 

attempts to combine these two objectives in a single, inte

grated format. It will be noted, however, that the narrative 

bias of the concluding section of the report is a considerable 

departure from this format. The departure was deemed neces

sary for two reasons. First, there are virtually no secondary 

works that deal with the establishment and administration of 

the park. Those works which provided the broader context of 

discussion in the section are given in the endnotes to the 

section. Second, the section is based almost exclusively on 

two major record groups of the Public Archives of Canada, RG 

84 (National Parks Branch) and RG 85 (Northern Administration 

Branch). Constant repetition of this fact would have contrib

uted nothing to the report. 

Wood Buffalo National Park was established in 1922 with 

the specific intention of preserving the few wood buffalo 

remaining in the world. In 177 2, when Samuel Hearne became 
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