B¥ e Coce

Manuscript Report
Number

335

FORT ST. JOSEPH: A HISTORY
by Elizabeth Vincent
1978

FORT ST. JOSEPH: A STRUCTURAL HISTORY
by Elizabeth Vincent
1978



Fort St. Joseph: A History
by Elizabeth Vincent
1978

Fort St. Joseph: A Structural History
by Elizabeth Vincent
1978



The Manuscript Report Series is printed in a limited number of copies
and is intended for internal use by Environment Canada. Copies of each
issue are distributed to various public repositories in Canada for use by
interested individuals.

Many of these reports will be published in Canadian Historic Sites

or History and Archaeology and may be altered during the publishing process

by editing or by further research.

QS-7090-053-EE-Al



iii

Fort St. Joseph: A History
by Elizabeth Vincent

1978

vi Abstract
1 Introduction
11 The French Presence on St. Joseph Island
25 Early Indians of the area
33 The English Conquest
45 The American Revolution and After
57 The Western Posts at Last Given Up
78  Building Fort St. Joseph
96 Fort St. Joseph as a Military Post
102 The Indian Department at Fort St. Joseph
125 Fort St. Joseph and the Fur Trade
142 Ships and Shipping
150 "The Military Siberia of U. Canada"
171 Relations with the United States
177 The Capture of Michilimackinac
190 Holding Michilimackinac
200 War on the Upper Mississippi
213 The American Attempt to Recapture Michilimackinac

225 The Treaty of Ghent



iv

237 Fort St. Joseph after the War
263 After the Departure of the Troops
273 End notes

307 Bibliography

Illustrations

viii 1 View of Fort St. Joseph, July 1804, by Lieutenant
Edward Walsh
2 2 Carte Depuis le Lac Huron, ca. 1740
13 3 Carte des Lacs du Canada

14 4 Carte du Détroit entre le Lac Supérieur et le Lac

Huron
70 5 "Sketch of the Streights of St. Mary," 1796
72 6 "Sketch of the Straits of St. Mary," July 1796
87 7 "Plan of the Post on the Island of St. Joseph in

Lake Huron"

88 8 More detailed plan of the fort

91 9 Plan of the blockhouse
111 10 Indian Rendezvous, Drummond Island

211 11 Fort McKay, 1815

223 12 Encampment Douce

234 13 Plan for the defence of Drummond Island, 1815-16
240 14 Buildings erected on Drummond Island, 1815

242 15 Military part of Drummond Island

247 16 Confiance Harbour



249
253
257
259
264
266
269

271

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24

Ruins of Fort St. Joseph

Drummond Island, 1823

Fort St. Joseph, 1823

Western Lake Huron, showing the boundary
The site of Fort St. Joseph, 1852
Military Reserves, St. Joseph Island, 1854
The site of Fort St. Joseph, 1925

The chimney, 1926



vi

Abstract

A British military post was established on St. Joseph Island
in 1796 to replace Michilimackinac, which was being handed
over to the Americans. Although according to the boundary
agreed on in the treaty of 1783 ending the American
Revolutionary war Michilimackinac and other British posts
were in American territory it was not until Jay's Treaty,
signed in 1794, that the British agreed on a time for
handing them over to the Americans. Michilimackinac had
been an important centre for the fur trade since the days of
the French regime and it was hoped that the new post on St.
Joseph Island would supplant Michilimackinac in this regard.
However it never achieved great importance in the fur trade
though both the North West and South West Companies had
establishments there. The post at Michilimackinac had
always been important in dealings with the western Indians
and following the British move to St. Joseph Island the
British Indian Department at that post worked to retain the
friendship of these Indians. The first of the permanent

buildings to be constructed at Fort St. Joseph was the






