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Abstract 

A British military post was established on St. Joseph Island 

in 1796 to replace Michilimackinac, which was being handed 

over to the Americans. Although according to the boundary 

agreed on in the treaty of 1783 ending the American 

Revolutionary war Michilimackinac and other British posts 

were in American territory it was not until Jay's Treaty, 

signed in 1794, that the British agreed on a time for 

handing them over to the Americans. Michilimackinac had 

been an important centre for the fur trade since the days of 

the French regime and it was hoped that the new post on St. 

Joseph Island would supplant Michilimackinac in this regard. 

However it never achieved great importance in the fur trade 

though both the North West and South West Companies had 

establishments there. The post at Michilimackinac had 

always been important in dealings with the western Indians 

and following the British move to St. Joseph Island the 

British Indian Department at that post worked to retain the 

friendship of these Indians. The first of the permanent 

buildings to be constructed at Fort St. Joseph was the 
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blockhouse, followed by a bakehouse, guardhouse and 

palisades. Later a stone powser magazine, a stone bakery 

and kitchens were built. Around the fort was a collection 

of private buildings, dwellings and storehouses belonging to 

traders and some of the officers of the Indian Department. 

The most noticeable feature of life at the post was its 

isolation. Almost everything needed by those living there 

had to be brought in during the short shipping season. When 

war broke out with the United States in 1812 the British 

troops at Fort St. Joseph, aided by the traders and the 

Indians attacked and captured the American fort at 

Michilimackinac. Fort St. Joseph was abandoned and in the 

summer of 1814 was burned by an American expedition on its 

way to attack Michilimackinac. When the war ended 

Michilimackinac was given back to the Americans and the 

British built a new post at Drummond Island although they 

used the powder magazine at Fort St. Joseph. When the 

boundary through the Great Lakes was established Drummond 

Island was awarded to the Americans and in the fall of 1828 

the British troops moved to Penetanguishene on the other 

side of Lake Huron and Fort St. Joseph was abandoned. 


