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Preface 

The primary intent of this report is to provide a working paper of 

essential historical documentation for the design team responsible 

for the restoration planned this year for the Halifax Citadel. The 

basic reference text for Fort George is now John Joseph Greenough's 

The Halifax Citadel, 1825-60: A Narrative and Structural History, 3 Vols., 

Parks Canada, 1974. That monograph gives both a comprehensive analysis 

of the political and bureaucratic background to the building of the 

Citadel, and a valuable outline of the main structural features. However, 

the demands on research staff for restoration services are rigorously 

specific. It was necessary, therefore, to go back to the original 

documents, the correspondence of the Royal Engineers, the maps and plans, 

with this new emphasis on structural details. 

The report is divided into three chapters. In the first chapter I 

have written a brief introduction on the decision to build the Citadel 

and the early errors in judgements by the principals involved. This 

subject is treated elaborately in Mr. Greenough's work. Next is a 

history of the building of the west curtain wall, 1829-31. This is an 

attempt to describe, as closely as the available documents would permit, 

the original plan for the escarp, the construction timetable, and the 

design changes made during the three building seasons. Chapter 2 

consists of a structural analysis of the curtain wall components, which 

will form the basis of the deliberations of the design team. Chapter 3 

is a history of the building of sally ports 3 and 4, followed by an 

analysis of their structural features. 

The main task has been to describe how the west curtain wall and 

sally ports 3 and 4 were built, and to document any alterations which 

have been made since their original completion date. The archival 

sources for the early years are scarce, but yield sufficient information 

to plan a restoration program. We are severely limited by the lack of 

structural studies for the periods 1870-1906 and 1906-13, especially 

in reference to the sally ports. 


