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INTRODUCTION
This volume contains material collected in New Brunswick
as part of a study of early court houses across Canada.
The initial stage of this study includes the collection
of historical information on all judicial structures meeting
the following criteria:
a) built before 1914 in eastern Canada and 1930 in western
Canada.
b) built as or used for the majority of their life span
as judicial buildings.
c) functioning as quarters for a county or district court
as above (i.e. not petty court structures)
d) still standing.
The reports on individual court houses prepared as a result
of this review are contained here.

With them is a summary

of court house development in the province or territory
concerned which also contains information on court houses
within the area that have been demolished.

The organization

of this material by province or territory has been dictated
by the building type, for responsibility for the construction
of judicial structures follows the organization of the
system itself and understandably, produces the most convenient
initial overview.
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A cross-Canada analysis of this material will be released
in a published form at a later date.
These reports have been released for the immediate information
of Parks Canada staff.

As such they have been included

in the sequence in which they appear in the CIHB geo-code
system, i.e. in the following order:

Geo-code
04000300000060
04000300000128
04007700000382
04101007600020
04102000400635
04105000200123-A
04106000400687-689
04116001500562
04116002600285
04134000100254
04141000100001Z
04143000100001Z
04167000100574

Town
Gagetown
Burton
Hopewell Cape
Saint John
Fredericton
St. Andrews
Woodstock
Newcastle
Newcastle
Bathurst
Upper Woodstock
Hampton
Perth-Andover

County or District
Queens County
Sunburg County
Albert County
St. John County
York County
Charlotte County
Carleton County
Northumberland County
Northumberland County
Gloucester County
Carleton County
Kings County
Victoria County

3

New Brunswick Court Houses

C.A. Hale
Historical Research
Section
C.I.H.B.
1977

4

The province of New Brunswick, formerly part of Nova Scotia,
was created as the result of the Loyalist inundation at
the end of the American Revolution.

Prior to the arrival

of the Loyalists, New Brunswick was sparcely settled,
in contrast to neighbouring Nova Scotia which contained
many more pre-Loyalist New England settlements. Since
the beginning of the 18th century immigration to both
provinces had been sporadic and most of it had been prompted
by military needs. The Loyalist immigration consequently
consolidated Maritime colonization and provided both New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia with a stable core of immigrants
of British origin.
The form of government established in New Brunswick
was based on a system which had evolved in Tudor England.
In the view of the British administrators, one of the
major factors which had contributed to the revolutionary
fervour in the thirteen colonies was the practise of powerful
local government in the north.

Mindful of the dangers

of local participatory government, Thomas Carleton, the
first governor of New Brunswick, established a system
of local government which derived its power directly from
a central authority, i.e., the governor and his council.
Since New Brunswick had few pre-Loyalist New England settlements, there was less resistance to Carleton's design
of government, which was also similar to that of the southern
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colonies before the American Revolution.

In fact, according

to some historians, it was strongly endorsed by the new
settlers, many of whom reacted against the New England
institutions of local self-determination which had in
part led to the revolution and had precipitated their
exile.
The province was subdivided into county and parish
units in 1785.

At this time the counties of St. John,

Westmorland, York, Sunbury, Charlotte, Kings, Queens and
Northumberland were set up as administrative units.

The

New Brunswick legislature confirmed the arrangement in
1786.

As settlement expanded, new counties were formed

within the territory of the eight original counties, and
by 1873 the present total of fifteen was reached.
The key to Carleton's system of government was central
control.

Magistrates or justices of the peace, appointed

by the crown, exercised power locally on behalf of the
crown.

These agents assembled several times a year in

county quarter sessions to deal with legal cases.

They

appointed parish and county officials and supervised local
administration.

An important symbol of this regime is

the county court house, which is located in the shiretown
of each county, where the quarter sessions, as well as
the supreme court of initial jurisdiction, were held.
It was here that cases were tried and other decisions
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of an administrative nature were made.

These included

the levying of taxes for the provision of local services,
the opening and closing of roads, the paving of streets,
the erection of lights, the licensing of taverns, the
allocation of sites and funds for public buildings, markets,
wharfs, etc., and their construction and maintenance.
Although the justices of the peace held their appointments during the pleasure of the crown and were technically
subject to central control and direction, in practice
they had considerable freedom in the management of local
affairs.

The legislative assembly was responsible for

voting public moneys for local benefit, but local magnates
dominated the assembly and sometimes controlled the magistrates in their communities.

Prominent assembly men were

often magistrates themselves and they had the right to
nominate local justices.

County government thus became

the most important division of local administration in
the province, and remained so until the turn of the century.
By 1877 all counties were incorporated as municipalities.
What had earlier been the prerogative of the legislative
assembly was after incorporation accomplished by municipal
bye-laws through power delegated to municipal councils.
In 1967, the affairs of these elective county councils
were taken over by the provincial department of Municipal
Affairs.

In the same year, the department of Supply and

Services assumed responsibility for the maintenance of
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court houses and other public buildings formerly within
the county jurisdiction.

Not until 1947 was the office

of the Provincial Architect established in New Brunswick.
Prior to this date, aside from the official authorization
for the allocation of moneys, there was little control
over the construction of county buildings beyond the county
level.
Like most public buildings, the county court house
has been throughout its history an ornament to the community
and a symbol of its sophistication and legal organization.
The survival and maintenance of the culture, civilization
and orderly settlement of the new province depended upon
religion, education and the administration of justice.
Considering that lumbering was one of New Brunswick's
major industries, it is not surprising that most of its
early buildings were constructed of wood.

Most of the

churches, court houses, commercial and industrial buildings
constructed before the mid-19th century were timber structures.
Among the public buildings, many of those devoted to
commercial and industrial purposes have since burned and
been replaced by brick and/or stone structures.

Those

public buildings which have survived as monuments of early
settlement are churches and court houses, both symbols
of the moral and spiritual foundation of the province's
2
early colonial society: "The Bible and the Crown."
On
the occasion of the opening of the grandiose St. John
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County Court House in 1829, Judge Botsford remarked that,
Religion and Morality are the foundations of true
greatness; they are the pillows upon which the British
3
Constitution rests, and by which it is supported.
The early county court accommodations in New Brunswick
were crude and temporary.

The need for judicial regulation

and local administration was immediate but the initial
large-scale residential construction delayed the erection
of public buildings.

Few actual court house buildings

were constructed in New Brunwsick prior to 1800.

During

this early period, the courts were held in large residences,
taverns and markets, all of which were centrally located
for convenient access and sufficiently spacious to accommodate the proceedings.

The prolongation of such an

arrangement invariably created problems.

As the adminis-

trative and judicial system expanded and became regularized,
an edifice constructed specifically for the accommodation
of the courts and their related offices became necessary
in terms of efficiency and convenience, and as a necessary
symbol of law and order.
In St. John County, for example, the first building
which housed the county courts in 1785 was a centrally
located, modest frame structure which served a variety
of purposes, including a place of worship for the Episcopal
Church.

In approximately 1797, the courts were moved

to the upper flat of City Hall, which was located on Market
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Square.

The building also contained a market with several

meat stalls and a public inn known as "Hell's Kitchen."
A bell at the top of the building was used both as a fire
alarm and for notifying jurymen of the time of the court
sittings.

By 1826, construction began on the county's

first court house, which was to be shared by the city
courts and administrative offices, the county and the
provincial courts.

The county courts operated in City

Hall until about 1829, when the present St. John County
4
Court House was completed.
The history of the York County Court House in Fredericton
is a particularly good illustration of the inconvenience
of combining a number of unrelated activities within a
single court house.

For many years the York County courts

were maintained in a building which also housed the local
market.

Eventually the practical and commercial aspect

of the market proved incompatible with the aesthetic and
functional requirements of the court house.

In 1817,

after receiving B600 to build a court house, B400 less
than they had requested, the justices of the peace for
York County were forced to purchase a two-storey wooden
building which had already been erected for a market.
The grant to the justices ensured that the property would
continue to be reserved for the market, regardless of
the presence of the courts of law.

Although the purchase

of the market building was at the time perhaps the most
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economical solution, what should have been a temporary
measure became an albatross for the county.

The association

between the county courts and the market, as stipulated
in the original grant, eventually became a distinctly
unpalatable arrangement.

County rate-payers living outside

the city of Fredericton objected to the presence of a
city market in the court house for which they were financially
responsible.

Court officials objected that two such diverse

activities as the administration of law and the operation
of a market should be conducted in the same building.
In addition, certain residents of the city wanted to have
the market moved to another end of town; they therefore
resented contributing to the maintenance of the court
house market.

After some sixty years of controversy,

the market was finally removed, and the court house was
5
devoted entirely to its intended function.
In the late 18th century, the courts for Northumberland
County were temporarily accommodated in various private
homes.

In 1791, rather than construct a building, the

county was compelled by inadequate finances to purchase
a piece of land upon which several buildings had already
been erected.

A dwelling house on the property was con-

verted into a court house, and another building into a
gaol.

Unfortunately the dwelling house was already occupied

by a man named William Ledden, who refused to move out.
This arrangement was accompanied by a rather surprising
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distraction.

In 1812 Ledden was fined ten pounds and

ordered to cease his fiddling during the sittings of the
6
7
court.

A court house was completed three years later.

One of the major factors in the evolution of court
house structures in the province is the relationship between
the registry of deeds, the gaol, and the actual courts.
Many of the first court houses built in the early 19th
century were designed to combine the court house and gaol
within a single structure, with the registry of deeds
located in a separate building.

The court houses built

towards the end of the 19th century were larger than their
predecessors and usually incorporated the registry office
within the court house, with the gaol in a detached building.
Although none of the early court house-gaol structures
have survived, examples of the arrangement can be found
g
in Charlotte County,

before a separate gaol was built

by 1839; in Kings County, where a separate gaol was constructed at Kingston in 1840; and in Queens County prior
to 1836, when the present court house was erected.

The

amalgamation of legal administration and the incarceration
of criminals within a single structure was partly determined
by economic considerations.

Although the separation of

these functions into two buildings usually followed, both
the present Gloucester and Victoria County court houses
are exceptions.

The Gloucester County Court House, construct-

ed in 1900-02, and the Victoria County Court House, built

12

in 1877-79, combined the gaol and the court house within
the same building.

The goal section of the latter, however,

was recently replaced by a detached building which is
located about six miles outside the town.
By the 1830s and forties most counties had separate
accommodations for the county records, the gaol and the
court house.

Although detached, the gaol and court house

buildings remained in close proximity to each other throughout the 19th century.

The gaol was placed near the court

house to facilitate administration and the transportation
of prisoners between the two buildings.

Like the court

house, the gaol was therefore centrally located.

This

was essential because early prisons contained a large
number of debtors who were able to obtain employment within
the prescribed gaol limits in order to support themselves,
9
their families, and to work off their debts.

For example,

the Kings County gaol contained eight prisoners throughout
the year 1836.

Of these, the debtors numbered seven,

and the felons, one.

By the turn of the century this

consideration was not necessary, since people were no
longer imprisoned for debt.
In the early part of the 19th century, the registry
of deeds, wills, etc., was often kept in the house of
the registrar, or in several small wooden buildings in
the community.

From the point of view of regular working

hours, accessibility and security, this arrangement was

13
unsatisfactory, and in 1834 an act was passed "to provide
for the safe keeping of county records." The justices
of the peace were, "at their discretion," authorized to
assess the county for a maximum of B3Q0 to erect a building
with safes, of stone or brick, "near the court house."
The building was for the "use of safe keeping of the
records, deeds and wills, and also of the Inferior Court
of Common Pleas and General Sessions of the Peace" in
each county.

It housed the offices of the registrar of

wills and deeds, and the clerk of the inferior court of
common pleas and the general sessions of the peace.
Few professionally trained architects were available
in New Brunswick during the first half of the 19th century.
Carpenters, however, were numerous, and most court houses
of the period were designed by local builders.

For this

reason, many of the early court houses have a textbook
formality in their designs.

Often the largest and most

important civic edifice in the community (especially in
the 19th century), the county court house expressed the
pride, wealth and sophistication of the citizenry.

The

responsibility of the builder, then, was to construct
a solid structure which would be both functionally efficient
and aesthetically appealing, as well as dignified and
ornamental.

Because a large bulk of early records and

plans have not survived, many of the architects and builders
of the early court houses are unknown.

Biographical and
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professional information concerning those architects who
are known to have designed court houses in the early period
is limited and often incomplete for the same reason.
At least three prominent and highly qualified builders
are known to have designed court houses in the first half
of the 19th century:

William Murray, John Cunningham

and Thomas Berry.
The court houses erected in the mid-19th century
were small wooden buildings which accommodated a large
court room, a judge's chambers, a barristers' room, as
well as rooms for the grand and petit juries.

They were

simple frame buildings, the design of which incorporated
certain ornamental details peculiar to their type.

Although

lumber was abundant and cheap, a sense of the monumental
which would distinguish the court house from other buildings
in the community was required for the courts of law.
A convenient solution was found in the prominent, elevated
site, the columned portico and in the use of masonry detail
translated into wood.

In general form, they followed

the style of the New England meeting house (see, for example,
Moncton Free Meeting House 12 ) . Existing examples of this
type of building are the Sunbury (1833-35) , Queens (183637) and Charlotte (1839-40) county court houses, as well
as the former Carleton (1833-34) and Northumberland (182829) county court houses.

All these buildings are solidly

built and symmetrical, with prominent main entrances,
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and a simple interior plan.
The Sunbury County Court House built in 1833-35 at
Burton has an arched main entrance with a fanlight over
the door which is framed with pilasters. 13

The central

pediment is supported by two square columns.

Masonry

features translated into wood, such as quoins and flat
keystone arches with radiating voussoirs above large
windows 14 contrast the plain wooden structure and contribute
to the appearance of solidity.
Both the Queens (1839-40) and the Charlotte (183637) county court houses were designed in the vernacular
style with a classical portico their main visual feature.
Consisting of one and a half storeys, a medium pitched
roof, with five bays, the two structures are almost identical.
Each has a substantial pediment supported by four large
Tuscan columns, giving the buildings a temple effect. 15
Their appearance of solidity is enhanced by pilasters
at the corners.

An elaborately carved royal coat of arms

appears on the typanum of the Charlotte County Court House
representing the British origins of the Loyalists who
settled there.
Berry.

This court house was designed by Thomas

Although little is known of Berry, the fact that

he received the contract to build the court house suggests
that he was a well known carpenter in the area.

Berry

made a number of changes to the plan suggested by the
grand jury in order to make the building less "naked in
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appearance."

The builder had put heavy pilasters of

seasoned pine at each of the four corners of the edifice
and down both sides of the main door.

Berry believed

that he had erected a building which he described as,
in both its structure and workmanship, "superior to any
public building of the kind in the province." 17
Of these three court houses, the Queens County Court
House is the closest to its original version, although
it is unoccupied, in need of repairs, and its future is
undecided.

The Charlotte County Court House, which is

extremely well maintained, has undergone few external
changes, but the interior has been extensively renovated.
In the case of the Sunbury County Court House, the need
for extra space led to the addition of a lower storey
as well as internal renovations to accommodate the county
registry of deeds and wills and other offices. 18
Both the former Northumberland and Carleton court
houses consist of two storeys, but in other respects are
similar to their one-storey contemporaries.

The elevation

of the former Carleton County Court House as it was before
the 1865 renovations show a hip-roofed edifice with a
columned portico and a fanlighted doorway. 19

Like the

other court houses of the period, wooden quoins and flat
keystone arches consisting of radiating voussoirs are
present.

The former Northumberland County Court House

in Newcastle is more simply ornamented, with pilasters
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and plain, flat window surrounds. 20

A sturdy, solid

building, its main feature is the central doorway consisting
of a semi-circular fanlight above double doors 21 and a
triangular pediment supported by engaged Tuscan columns
which taper towards the top.

Unlike the court houses

constructed in the latter part of the 19th century, these
early buildings had their court rooms on the ground floor,
with miscellaneous county offices in the second storey.
They were therefore directly accessible, if more subject
to external disturbance than those which had court rooms
on the second floor.

The architect/builder of the former

Carleton County Court House in Upper Woodstock is unknown.
William Murray, a well known Scottish builder, designed
the old Northumberland County Court House.

He is credited

with having designed and built a number of simple and
elegant buildings in the Miramichi area during the early
1800s.

The old Newcastle court house is widely considered

to be a good example of the skill and fine craftsmanship
of its builder.

Both the former Northumberland and Carleton

county court houses are being restored, the latter to
its 1866 version which includes dramatic exterior and
interior alterations.
In the old Northumberland and Carleton county court
houses, the lower storey, where the court room is located,
is taller than the upper storey.

In the case of the York

County Court House which was constructed by 1858, where
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the court room is in the second storey, the situation
is reversed.

Visual emphasis is given to the location

of the courts by the prominent taller storey with its
elaborate cornice.

The design of the present York County

Court House was partly determined by the fact that it
was also built as a market, even though the latter operated
there for less than 15 years.

In basic form, the present

22
court house
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resembles its predecessor

which was located

on the same site and which was originally designed as
a market with its shorter end serving as the main façade.
The only court house in the province known to have been
constructed as a market-court house, the York County Court
House is the earliest among the existing court houses
in New Brunswick to be constructed of brick.

It represents

the beginning of a general trend towards the use of brick
and stone in the construction of public buildings towards
the latter part of the 19th century.

Although more expensive,

brick and stone were preferable to wood in terms of fire
safety, durability and in their ability to create a sense
of the monumental through greater size and more complex
ornamentation.

Improved transportation, increased brick

manufacture and the opening up of quarries in the second
half of the 19th century facilitated the use and conveyance
of these materials which began to replace the locally
abundant and inexpensive wood.
Much larger than their predecessors, almost all of
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the court houses constructed after the 1850s were able
to centralize the county offices.

Before the market was

removed from the York County Court House, for example,
the offices of the clerk of the peace, the county registrar,
auditor, county treasurer and the recorder had been scattered
all over the city, a situation which was extremely inconvenient and time-consuming.

Those with county business

to transact had to "plod from one end of the City to the
other." 24 In 1882, the court house underwent major interior
renovations which resulted in the reduction of the market
facilities and the addition of six new offices, including
the registry of deeds.
Since the act of 1834 for the safekeeping of county
records stipulated that registry offices must be constructed
of brick or stone, the registry of deeds, wills, etc.,
could only be incorporated into those structures which
were constructed of fire-proof materials.

Consequently,

the few court houses constructed of wood after 1850,
although spacious, did not accommodate the registry of
deeds, which remained in detached fire-proof buildings
nearby.

Both the Victoria and Albert 25 county court houses

built respectively in 1877-78 and 1903-05, of wood, are
cases in point.

On the other hand, the present Gloucester

and Northumberland county court houses, both constructed
of stone at the turn of the century, and the Kings County
Court House, a brick building erected in 1870-72, all
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contained the registry of deeds and most of the other
county offices.

Three of the main reasons for the size

and quality of these structures were the growing prosperity
of the communities, the accessibility of materials and
more sophisticated construction methods. The earlier
court houses of these counties had become inadequate for
the demands of that expanding population, unlike such
counties as Charlotte and Queens the court houses of which
were still sufficient for their small populations. Consisting of at least two storeys (one storey with mezzanine
in the case of the Albert County court House), the designs
of the later court houses incorporated masonry ornamentation
more elaborate than their wooden predecessors, as well
as an increased number of classical motifs, or symbols,
e.g., large pillars and broad arches sculptural leaves
and inscriptions.

Like the earlier buildings, these court

houses were symmetrical and solid in appearance. Corridors
extending the lengths of the buildings connected the various
county offices, and their court rooms were located in
the upper storeys, isolated from the business of the county
offices below.

One exception is the former Albert County

Court House in Hopewell Cape, the mezzanine storey of
which contains a balcony and several small county offices,
while the court room is on the ground floor.2 ft
built at the turn of the century, the

Although

Hopewell Cape Court

House resembles more the simple mid-19th century court

21

house than its contemporaries.

This is attributable both

to the fact that the new building was intended to imitate
that of its predecessor and that funds were limited.
Most of the larger court houses constructed in the
later part of the 19th century and the early part of
the 20th century were designed by professional architects,
many of whom were based in Saint John, the largest city
27
in the province. The Gloucester County Court House
in Bathurst for example, constructed of locally quarried
granite, was designed by the prominent architect, R.C. John Dunn,
who had received a professional training in Europe and
the United States in the mid-19th century.

Described

upon his death as "the best known architect in New Brunswick,
Dunn was responsible for the design of many important
buildings in the province throughout the 19th century.
F. Neil Brodie, who had trained in the United States and
who also practised in Saint John, prepared the plans for
the present Carleton County Court House
in 1909.

in Woodstock

In 1870, the Kings County Court House

in Hampton

was designed by J.T.C. McKean, another prominent architect
in Saint John during the late 1800s.

Among the other

professional architects who designed the more recent New
Brunswick court houses was Leslie R. Fairn, of Aylesford,
N.S. Fairn designed an immense number of public buildings
in the Maritimes, including the county court houses in
Kentville and Digby, Nova Scotia.

The Northumberland

28
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County Court House in Newcastle New Brunswick, 31 which
was constructed of locally quarried sandstone, was designed
by Fairn according to the pattern of the Digby County Court
House.

The plans for the wooden court house for Albert
County at Hopewell Cape 32 , constructed in 1903-05, were
prepared by W. Reid, then living at Riverside and formerly
of the architectural firm of Reid Brothers, San Fransisco.
Among the brick or stone court houses in the province,
the present St. John County Court House 33 occupies a unique
place.

It is the only extant court house constructed

before the 1850s of stone (which is reputed to have been
imported from England).

In fact, it also has the distinction

of being one of the oldest court houses standing in the
province.

Designed by the well-known John Cunningham,

from Scotland, and built by Robert Barbour, a Scottish
stone mason, it is representative of the British administrative type of building constructed in the early 19th
century, for example, the Old Arts Building and the old
Government House, both built in Fredericton during the
1820s.

A special decorative feature of this court house

is its rare, free-standing spiral staircase. 35

In 1977

the St. John County Court House was commemorated by the
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada as an historic
site of national significance.
The role of the New Brunswick county court house
as a community focal point for the dispersal of information
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and entertainment cannot be underestimated.

All the county

court houses of the province have in common a prominent
and accessible site in the shiretown of each county.
Although subsequent development in some cases limited
the space available for public buildings, most of the
early court houses had extensive grounds.

For example,

the former Carleton County Court House and gaol were built
on a six-acre plot of land at Upper Woodstock in 183334.

The present court house-registry office and gaol

at Woodstock stand on a relatively cramped site in the
town of Woodstock, facing the main street. 36 The variety
of functions which took place at these early court houses,
which served as important civic centres, necessitated
sufficient space to accommodate large numbers of spectators.
Since most of the early buildings themselves were small,
public assemblies frequently took place out of doors,
with the main porticoed entrance serving as the focal
point or a sort of platform from which political speeches
and the like were delivered.
Most of the larger court houses constructed after
the 1850s incorporated the spectators' gallery, as did
some of the earlier ones.

The presence of the gallery

emphasises the role of the court house and the trials
and other activities which took place there as a source
of information and entertainment during a period when
public communication, in the form of newspapers, radio,

24
etc., was extremely limited.

Of those court houses erected

after the 1850s, the old Carleton County Court House,
enlarged in 1865-66; 37 the former Albert County Court
House, constructed in 1903-05; and the present county
court houses of Northumberland (1912-13) , Carleton (1909) ,
and Victoria (1877-79) counties all contained balconies,
unlike many of the smaller early buildings.38 Both the
St. John County Court House, constructed in 1826-29, and
the Queen's County Court House, built in 1836-37, also
contained spectators' balconies (since enclosed).
Throughout their history to the turn of the 20th
century the county court houses of New Brunswick served
as the major civic building in the county.

The scene

of a wide variety of entertainments, e.g. coronations,
fairs, political debates, voting, county and municipal
council deliberations, the history of the New Brunswick
county court house and its related activities is in many
respects a diary of the county which it served.
A close parallel exists between both the judicial
history and the architectural evolution of the court houses
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. A similar examination
of Nova Scotian court houses has been prepared as a companion
study and provides additional insights on the subject.
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60 Queen Street

Gagetown

Gagetown was one of several townships in New Brunswick
granted to the St. John River Society in 1765. The area was
only partially settled, and by 17 8 3 the township had a small
population of 230. Many of these early townships, including
Gagetown, had been escheated by the end of 1783 and were
regranted to the Loyalists, who were then arriving in large
numbers and clamouring for land.
At a time when the St. John River was the major medium
of transportation and communication, Gagetown owed its early
appeal to its strategic location on the river. James Peters,
who was in charge of the Sovereign, one of the vessels in
the Loyalist Spring Fleet, settled in Gagetown,
...where he thought a town of importance must develop
because of the situation, halfway between Saint John
and Fredericton, and the point of transhipment for
Grand Lake and Washademoak.
When Queens County was created in 1786, Gagetown was established
as its shiretown. Partly because of the advent of the
railway in the mid-19th century, the community never fulfilled
the expectations of its promoter.
The evolution of early court house accommodations in
Queens County is typical of that of many early county court
facilities in New Brunswick. The court house in Gagetown
was built in 1836 to replace a wooden structure which had
2
accommodated both the county court and the gaol.
By 1836
this building was judged inadequate for the purposes of a
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court house. In a petition to the legislature in that year
the justices of the peace requested authorization to assess
the county inhabitants for a sum of money to construct a
court house "separate and apart" from the gaol-court house
3
building.
The legislature accordingly granted the county
six hundred pounds towards the construction of the court
4
house and for repairs to the gaol.
The erection of a single structure for the combined
purposes of the administration of the law and the incarceration
of criminals, a common practice in the early history of the
province, was usually followed by the separation of these two
functions into two buildings. Their earlier amalgamation was
partially determined by economic considerations. In both
Kings and Charlotte counties for example, the court house
and gaol were also housed in one building until the 1830s and
5
40s. At Kingston, the arrangement was retained until 1840,
when a separate gaol was erected. In St. Andrews, a separate
gaol was constructed by 1839.
Although the administration of English law was a serious
preoccupation for the refugees of the American Revolution,
large scale residential construction was of equal concern
upon their arrival. Many early inhabitants were therefore
unable to supply the funds necessary for the construction of
grand public buildings. Not until the expense of initial
building had been absorbed, and the communities began to
prosper, did the separation of the court house and gaol
7
occur.
By the 1830s, Queens County, like Charlotte and
Kings counties, could afford the traditional expression of
legal dignity and solemnity in the architecture of the court
house, which contrasted markedly with the aesthetic requirements
for the gaol building, whose primary function was the security
of its inmates.
The tenders for the Queens County Court House were
advertised in the Royal Gazette in April 1836. The foundation
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was to be erected, the building to be enclosed and the surface
to be painted by 1 November of the same year and the whole of
9
the contract was to be completed by the first of June 1837.
Plans and specifications were to be obtained from the county
council. Since no plans or specifications and indeed no
council records of this period have survived, it is speculated
that the plans may have been prepared by a member of the
council, possibly with the aid of a local builder, as in the
case of the Sunbury County Court House which was built in
the same period.
The textbook formality of the Queens County
Court House supports this view.
Built solidly of local wood on a stone foundation, the
court house measures 40 ft. by 60 ft. It is an imposing onestory edifice with a medium pitched roof and five bays (Figure 1 ) .
Pilasters at the corners add to the general impression of
solidity and massiveness. A substantial triangular pediment,
supported by four huge Tuscan columns, accentuates the main
entrance (Figures 2 & 3) and gives the structure a temple
effect, appropriate for its function. Although a one-storey
building, it is built on an immense scale. The bases of the
pairs of large, multi-paned windows on either side of the main
door are over six feet above the ground. Dramatically situated
at the top of a hill which slopes down toward the river, the
court house is visually prominent in relation to the other
buildings in the village. Although simple and relatively
unadorned except for the temple-like front, its site and
proportions create an awesome effect.
A large entrance hall leads into the centrally placed
court room which is well lighted by tall windows. To the
left of the main hall is a judge's room with a separate
entrance to the court room. Located to the right of the
entrance hall are in succession, the grand jury room, the
barristers' room, and another small room.
Three years later the Charlotte County Court House
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(04105000200123A) was built, according to the same basic
design, but with the aid of a more generous grant from the
legislature. Somewhat larger, the court house at St. Andrews
was further embellished by an elaborate carved coat of arms
on the face of its pediment. The limitation of space imposed
by the size of both buildings did not allow the inclusion of
the registry office within the actual court house. In both
counties, the registry offices were situated several blocks
away, and were constructed of brick.
Because of the small populations and the excellent
condition of their court houses, the 20th century trend in
New Brunswick to consolidate all the county offices in one
county court house did not affect these two counties.
The
only extant one-storey court houses of the mid-19th century
12
in the province are located at Gagetown and St. Andrews.
Like most early court houses in New Brunswick, the
Queens County Court House has been the site of political
13
conventions, debates, elections and village council meetings.
It was here that the county celebrated the Diamond Jubilee
of Queen Victoria. That night a huge bonfire was made with
flaming tar barrels on the court house grounds. The building
and grounds have also been used for party conventions,
welcoming ceremonies for returning soldiers, and "political
picnics". 14 Since 1967, when the province took over the
court house, it has been vacant. Located adjacent to the
county fair grounds, it remains a minor social focal point
for the community. Since 1939, the building and grounds have
been used for several days each summer to host the Queens
County Fair. A race track is situated at the rear of the
building. A local senior citizen's group is now preparing
to lease the court house from the province, to be used for a
club house. The Research and Development branch of the
Provincial Historical Resources Administration is making
record drawings and photographing the interior in its present
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condition. The court room fittings, e.g. railings and platforms as well as furniture, will be removed and stored by the
province. Only minimal (e.g., installation of plumbing and
lighting facilities) alterations will be permited, and the
operation will be carefully supervised by the Research and
Development Branch. The exterior of the building will remain
intact.
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Figure 1:

Queens County Court House, front view, 1977.

(CIHB, C.A. Hale.)
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Figure 2:

Queens County Court House, 1977.

(CIHB, C.A. Hale.)
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Figure 3:

Queens County Court House, front steps
and columns, close-up, 1977.
(CIHB, C.A. Hale.)

Figure 4: Queens County Court House, court room interior, 197 8, look toward judge's bench.
(David Myles, Research and Development, Historical Resources Administration,
Fredericton, N.B.)

Figure 5: Queens County Court House, court room interior, 1978. (David Myles, Research
and Development, Historical Resources Administration, Fredericton, N.B.)

Figure 6: Queens County Court House, interior layout, showing lighting and heating system,
1970. (Department of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)

Figure 7: Queens County - Moncton Free Meeting House (Courtesy of
New Brunswick Museum).
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Jet. Highways 102 and 7

Burton

Sunbury was among the first counties established in New
Brunswick, in 1786. Conveniently located "in almost the exact
geographical centre of the county", Burton was selected for
the shiretown. Since the major form of transportation in prerailway days was by water, Burton owed its early prominence
to its strategic position on the bank of the St. John River,
close to the head of deep water navigation. The community's
population was initially dominated by a small group of New
Englanders, who were later joined by Loyalist settlers. From
the late 18th century until the mid 19th century, its
commercial future had held considerable promise:
As old electoral lists will verify, Burton
and Mangerville, 150 years ago, vied with Saint
John in being the most populated part of the
Province and the Burton Court House was an
important centre.
The construction of the present Sunbury County Court
3
House at Burton was begun in 1833, and the wooden building
4
was completed by the 20 January 1835.
Few professionally
trained architects were available in New Brunswick in the first
half of the 19th century; carpenters, however, were numerous
and most court houses of this period were designed and built
of wood by local individuals. Plans for the Sunbury County
Court House were prepared by George F. S. Berton, the local
clerk of the peace.
The contractor, Benjamin S. Taylor
was also probably local.
The site chosen for the court house was a prominent hill,
7
where the old court house and gaol stood, next to a graveyard.
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The old court house was leased for a number of years, then
Q

sold and removed.
Built of local lumber and designed in
the classical tradition, the present one story court house
commands an excellent view of the St. John River (Figure 2 ) .
The arched main entrance of the present Sunbury County Court
House incorporates a fanlight above the door which is framed
by pilasters (Figure 1 ) . Two square columns supporting a
projecting triangular central pediment further emphasize the
main entrance.
Although the court house was constructed entirely of
local wood, certain details associated with masonry buildings
were incorporated into the design. Decorative wooden quoins
and flat keystone arches with radiating voussoirs above the
large windows contrast the plain wooden structure and
contribute to an appearance of solidity (Figures 1, 2, 3 ) .
The Carleton County Court House at Upper Woodstock
(041410001000012), completed in 1834, also made use of
masonry detail translated into wood, with similar effect.
A large well-lighted court room was located at the rear
of the court house, on the left side (facing the building)
(Figure 7 ) . A judge's room was placed at the left of the
entrance hall. Extending from the right of the main hall to
the rear of the building were three small offices, including
rooms for the jury and barristers. 9 For some time after the
construction of the new court house, until 1947, when
accommodations were provided at the court house in Burton,
the registry of deeds was maintained in a stone building at
Oromocto.
The use of the Sunbury County Court House for social
purposes is representative of many court houses in the
province in the 19th century. During the year, when the
courts were not in session, the old court house at Burton
had served as an inn, with a tavern license.
When the
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present court house was constructed, the old building continued to function in this capacity until its subsequent
removal.
In the absence of more sophisticated media of transportation and communication, e.g., newspapers, radio and
T.V., the role of the court house as a public meeting place
for the dispersal of information and entertainment cannot be
underestimated. It served even literally as the stage or
platform from which politicians and other members of the
community expressed their views and made decisions. Hubbard
writes of the calibre and mood of the early political debates
which took place at the Sunbury County Court House and
others:
There was oratory in no measured terms in
those days, for the candidates were nearly
all men who had come to the Province from
Great Britain and the New England Colonies,
well educated according to school and college
curricula of those times, and who possessed a
prophetic vision of the future of New
Brunswick.
In common with many court houses in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, until well into the twentieth century the Sunbury
County Court House hosted "Nomination Day" debates. Elections
to the House of Assembly for two representatives from Sunbury
County were held under the open rating system, described by
W. W. Hubbard as:
...extending over several days when electors,
after listening to addresses from the
candidates, came before the Returning
Officer and openly declared for all to hear,
14
the names of the men for whom they voted.
After Confederation the court house was the site of the
election proceedings for Sunbury's representatives in the
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Dominion parliament.
In addition to politics and other activities, another
community gathering which took place at the Sunbury Court
House was the agricultural fair. For example, in January of
1876, the leading farmers from all parts of New Brunswick met
at the Sunbury County Court House to organize the Provincial
Farmers' Association, which met annually since then "and
exerted a wide influence in the enacting of legislation and
work done through the Department of Agriculture to improve
farm conditions."
Although the prosperity of Burton was declining by the
1860s, an opportunity for economic revival came in the late
19th century. Alexander (later "Boss") Gibson, from Lepreau,
offered to purchase the county lands including the court
house site, for the establishment of his cotton mills 17
which he subsequently located at Marysville on the Nashwaak.
Upper Burton would have been an excellent site for an industry
which involved the importation of raw materials and the
distribution of manufactured products. However, the council
refused Gibson's offer to place Burton "on the map"
economically. By their decision, the historic site of the
court house was retained, and with its commanding view of
18
the surrounding country, "none could be better".
The last thirty years have witnessed a number of major
structural changes in the court house. In 1944, the facilities
19
were improved by the addition of electric lights.
That the
"Burton court house" was for many years of its existence the
respected centre of Sunbury County's civic life is well
evidenced by the efforts made during the course of 1947 when
the most dramatic alteration was made in the structure. The
need to supply additional space in the court house at that
time appears to have been matched by a desire to preserve
the original structure. The effect is, however, somewhat
incongruous. Sand under the one-storey court house was removed
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to accommodate a concrete wall and basement, 20 and a small
addition was made to the left of the building (facing the
court house).
The new ground floor was faced on the outside with red
brick and lighted by multi-paned, large windows similar to
those of the original building above (Figures 4 and 5 ) . A new
heating system was installed in the basement, while the rest
of the space accommodated various offices, including that of
the secretary-treasurer, sanitary facilities, as well as a
21
vault for the county records (Figure 6 ) .
Care was taken not to disturb the original lines of the
court house. Its hand-made shingles, checkered corner-boards,
fanlight window over the front door, windows, and heavily
panelled front doors were left intact. In the court room was
a pine floor, one of the boards having been twenty-eight
22
inches wide.
The front of the building still faces the
river, with a wide flight of steps running from the ground to
the second floor. On the newel posts of the heavy balustrade
were fixed electrically-lighted lanterns, which in 1948 acted
23
"as lighthouses to the pleasure yachts on the river".
In November 1960, when the scope of the Federal Winter
Works Department was enlarged to include improvements to
municipal buildings, the committee in charge of the county
court house decided to have the court room completely
renovated. 24 Plans were submitted by Associated Designers
and Inspectors, Fredericton, and the lowest of seven tenders
received was accepted - that of Kenneth Barker, R. R. 1,
25
Fredericton, for $6,990.00.
The court room floor was
finished with tile; the judge's platform raised;, the
ceiling and side walls insulated; ceiling finished with
accoustic tile; and the walls behind the judge's stand covered
in mahogany coloured plywood. The remainder of the walls
were finished with a double thickness of gyproc suitably
painted. Provisions were also made for painting the walls
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and ceilings of the jury and lawyers' rooms, tiling the floors,
and the installation of a washroom.
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Figure 1:

Sunbury County Court House, pre-1947.

(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 2:

Sunbury County Court House, pre-1947.

(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 3:

Sunbury County Court House, rear view, pre-1947.
(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 4:

Sunbury County Court House, façade, 1977. (CIHB, Research and
Development Branch, Historical Resources Administration,
David Myles, Fredericton, New Brunswick.)

ID

Figure 5:

Sunbury County Court House, rear view, 1977. (CIHB, David Myles,
Research and Development Branch, Historical Resources Administration,
Fredericton, New Brunswick.)

O

Figure 6:

Sunbury County Court House, first floor, relighting plan, 1970s.
(Department of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)

Figure 7:

Sunbury County Court House, second floor, relighting plan, 1970s.
(Department of Supply and Service, Province of New Brunswick.)

63
Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:

C.A.

Date:

J u n e 1977

Geocode:
City:

Hale

0400770000382
Hopewell Cape

Address: R.R. # 1 , Hopewell Cape
Building Name: Former A l b e r t
(if important) County C o u r t House
Source of Title Photo: CIHB,
Alan B e l l , Hopewell C a p e , N . B .

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 0 4 - 0 5
Architect:
W. Reid
Builder:
H. Copp & Co. ( c o n t r a c t o r )
Craftsmen (List Type)

Jordan Steeves

( p l u m b i n g and h e a t i n g )

Name and occupation of original owner: A l b e r t County
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: A l b e r t County
Society
Notable type of occupants: M u n i c i p a l and j u d i c i a l
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Historical

offices

Building use:

o r i g i n a l - Governmental:
c o u r t house
p r e s e n t - E x h i b i t i o n , A u d i t i o n and S p e c t a c l e :
Major building m a t e r i a l : wood ( l o c a l )
Alterations :
General Nature
Date
Architect
restoration
p o s t 1966

museum

Builder

Comments- When m o s t c o u n t i e s i n t h e M a r i t i m e s w e r e c o n s t r u c t i n g
l a r g e c o u r t h o u s e s of f i r e p r o o f m a t e r i a l s , t h i s b u i l d i n g i s
unusual in t h a t i t s design i s simple, l i k e those erected in
mid-century.

64

Hopewell Cape

Albert County was created in 1845 with Hopewell Cape,
once an active shipbuilding centre on Shepody Bay, as its
shiretown. In 1904-05, the present Albert County Court House
was built on the site of the first court house, which had
burned. When the city of Moncton became the centre of
judicial administration for Albert County in 1966 the building
ceased to function as a court house. The whole complex of
registry office, gaol and court house was subsequently
purchased by the Albert County Historical Society and
restored. The gaol has been converted to the "museum in a
gaol", and the restored court house is open to visitors during
the summer.
The construction of the Hopewell Cape court house had a
frustrated beginning. Various communities, each hoping to gain
honour and prosperity by serving as the shiretown urged the
county council to relocate the buildings. When the court
house burned in 1903, the editor of the Albert Journal and
County Record (which was published at Hillsboro) recommended
that the new court house be erected at Hillsboro which, in his
view, was more accessible than Hopewell Cape. He described
Hillsboro as "a central point", a railway centre, and
otherwise conveniently situated. People liked "to gather at
Hillsboro to do business", and anybody having business at
Hopewell Cape had first to come to Hillsboro, "then drive to
2
the Cape, a distance of 7 or 8 miles".
In fact, continued
the writer persuasively, he had been informed that "it was
originally intended to have the court house erected at
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Hillsboro, but through some misunderstanding it was built
3
at the Cape".
He urged his readers not to do as Moncton had
done a few years previously, "when it let the Rhodes, Curry
4
car works go by its own doors over to Amherst".
The following week, the Albert Journal printed a letter
to the editor, in which the correspondent wrote that it was
too expensive to remove the other county buildings from the
Cape. The writer described the attractions of the present
shiretown, and denied that its location was inconvenient:
People like to gather there as a fine view can
be had of the bay and only a short sail across
to Dorchester (a ferry boat runs in summer)
and one of the finest drives in the county is
5
from Hillsboro to the Cape.
It was likely the expense of moving the other county
buildings to a new shiretown that prompted the editor to
reconsider his remarks of the previous week, which were
6
"perhaps a little out of place"." He proceeded to describe
Hopewell Cape as a "thriving village" which was well situated,
and since the gaol and other legal machinery were already
there, perhaps the court house should after all be re-built
at the same place.

He added the following point of consolation:

Where the court house is the jail wants to be
handy, and it will be gratifying to know that
7
that institution will be 6 or 7 miles away.
Nevertheless, the "court house question" continued to be
debated throughout the year, both in the county council and
in the columns of the local newspaper. Inhabitants of
Riverside were also interested in having the shiretown
established there. Was not Riverside "more central than
Hopewell Cape, Hillsboro, Hopewell Hill, or Albert?"
The
main argument, however, which was more crucial to those living
at Riverside than anywhere else, was the expectation that it
would enhance the growth of the village and "add to the value
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of property at Riverside".

9

An inhabitant of the village of Albert, which was conveniently situated on the line of the railway, advocated that
the shiretown should be relocated there. He was subsequently
described as "evidently a much disappointed and disgruntled
office seeker of long standing".
Another correspondent to
the local newspaper wrote to the editor that Albert would
have his support and influence in the move:
...providing it could be made sure that the
house while in transit to Albert could not
become too heavy for the power propelling it;
and stick on the Chapman Creek Hill and thus
remain and be a fixture in the village of
Riverside.
The letters to the editor of the Albert Journal accurately
reflected the division within the county council throughout
the year 1903. In July of that year a communication was
received from Willard M. Mitchell, of Saint John, N.B.,
requesting that he be engaged as the architect for the
proposed court house. At the same council meeting it was
agreed that the cost of the building should not exceed four
12
thousand dollars.
By January of the next year, no action had been taken
concerning the actual construction of the court house. During
the council meeting in January of 1904, a motion was raised
suggesting that the size of the building be 36 ft. by 52 ft.
13
The motion, however, was lost by a tied vote.
The following
day, several councillors moved to rebuild upon the old site,
"which said resolution was adopted by the Municipal Council
at the July session last passed". 14 But this motion was
subsequently rescinded in favour of the court house being
built at the village of Albert or in its vicinity, "the site
15
to be selected by the committee of the whole council".
Still later, a new committee was given authority to establish
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the site of the court house. This committee evidently
consisted of councillors from Hopewell Cape and the surrounding
area, for at that time it was decided to revert to the site
of the court house which had burned, at Hopewell Cape.
In July of 1904, the building committee compared plans
submitted by W. Mitchell, Saint John, and W. Reid, of
Riverside. They decided to accept Reid1s plans, which had
been prepared with the aid of the county council.17 Watson
Elkina Reid, born in Harvey, Albert County, New Brunswick, in
1858, was educated at Mount Allison University in Sackville.
After studying architecture, he joined his brother's firm,
Reid Brothers, Architects, in San Francisco, and had charge
18
of the San Diego Branch.
Reid had returned to New Brunswick
in 1899, and for the next twelve years served as secretary to
the Honourable A.R. McClelan, 19 the Lieutenant-Governor of
the province. 20 During this time Reid designed several well21
known buildings, including the Riverside Consolidated School
and the court house at Hopewell Cape. In 1908 he moved to
Vancouver where he was engaged in the "building business"
22
.
until 1936, when he retired.
Aside from his professional
skills, it is probable that Reid's connection with the
Honourable Abner Reid McClelan was influential in his
selection as the architect of the Albert County Court House.
From 1854-67, McClelan had been a member of the New Brunswick
Assembly for Albert County, and until his appointment as
Lieutenant-Governor of the province in 1896 he served as a
23
member of the Senate of Canada.
On 9 May 1904, tenders for the construction of the
building, ranging between $4,495 and $5,620.45, were considered.
The lowest tender, that of H. Copp & Co., of Sackville, was
accepted. 24 The contractor's fee caused consternation within
the council, since his estimate exceeded the original limit
of four thousand dollars. Some argument ensued, but since
Copp's tender had been accepted, it was decided to go on with
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the work, after incorporating into the contract a provision
by which the committee could curtail the expense of construction
25
as it continued.
Discussions followed, some parties
wishing to raise the limit to five thousand dollars, others
preferring to adhere to the original limit of four thousand
dollars.
The councillors eventually agreed that, while they
disapproved of the committee's exceeding the amount fixed
by the council as the maximum cost of the new building,
It would now be impossible to change the plans
and reduce the contract price without marring
to a considerable extent the symmetry and
desirability or other essential qualities of
27
the structure.
The building committee was consequently authorized to continue
construction according to the plan and specification, but
under no circumstances were they to exceed the contract price
of $4,495. This estimate did not include the heating system
28
or the furnishings.
The court house stands on the site of its predecessor,
on a prominent hill. Nearby are the old gaol and the registry
office. The proximity of the three county structures, which
is traditional in New Brunswick, allowed county affairs to
be administered with greater convenience than would otherwise
have been possible.
The building has a peculiar combination of classical
features and round arches. It was reportedly modelled on the
29
design of the earlier court house which was built around 1848-9.
A solid rectangular structure, built of local wood, it has a
handsome pedimented portico supported by four widely spaced
columns of the Greek Ionic order (Figures 1 & 2 ) . The gable
end of the roof faces the front and is decorated with a
bracketed cornice with a plain frieze under the eaves.
Pilasters, located at the corners of the structure, emphasize
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its symmetry and solidity. The windows at the rear of the
court house are rectangular (Figure 3 ) , but the fenestration
of the rest of the building is its distinctive feature. On
either side of the arched main entrance is a tall round-headed
window divided by a broad spandrel (Figures 1 & 2 ) . Similar
round-headed windows on the sides of the building flank larger
wide-arched windows which are set into flat rectangular
embrasures (Figure 4 ) . A square, louvered cupola with a flag
mast crowns the structure.
The dimensions of the court house are approximately
72 ft. by 40 ft., and are greater than originally envisioned
by the council. Beyond the main entrance of the building is
a spacious hall which leads to the court room on the ground
floor. The front section of the court room (beyond the main
entrance) consists of hardwood benches for spectators,
separated from the main floor by a wooden railing. The
floor slopes downward, towards an elevated judge's bench.
To the right of the judge's bench (facing the building) are
the seats for the grand jury and to the left is a small
prisoner's dock surrounded by a railing with a gate. At the
rear of the building, directly behind the judge's bench, is
a small chamber for the judge, and to the right is the jury
room.
The whole interior is finished with Douglas fir, including
the wainscotting which extends part way up the wall. The
original colour scheme, which harmonizes with the natural
wood finish, has been retained; the walls are painted a
pinkish brown, and the floor red ochre. At the junction of
the wall and the ceiling is a section of decorative pressed
metal. Like its predecessor, the ceiling of the present court
house is reported to have been constructed in the "shipbuilding
style", with the rafter beams interlocked like the hull of
a wooden ship.30 Wooden Venetian blinds at the large arched
windows filter the light and provide privacy.
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Access to a mezzanine gallery is had by two sets of
stairs, one located to the right of the main entrance, and
the other to the left of the judge's bench. It is possible
to reach these steps by a rear entrance which also provides
the judge with direct access to his chambers. The spectators'
gallery, a common feature of New Brunswick court houses,31 is
supported by solid posts of rock maple and extends along the
front and sides of the building (Figure 5 ) . Several small
county offices are also located on the mezzanine floor. The
gallery section contains bleachers and the openings to the
court room are framed by wide wooden arches decorated at the
upper corners with foliated scrolls (Figure 5 ) .
Although the court house is a substantial building, the
interior is a rare combination of both delicacy and solidity.
The former is achieved through the window curves, the
filtering of light by wooden blinds, the finely detailed
woodwork, and the bleachers (as opposed to solid enclosed
seats) in the balcony. This lyrical, "airy" quality presents
a pleasing contrast with the impression of solidity created
by a generous use of natural wood.
By January of 1905, the plumbing and heating had been
installed by Jordan Steeves. Although tenders had been
asked for in Albert County, as well as Moncton and Sackville,
Steeves' was the sole tender. 32 After protracted debate with
regard to site, cost and design, the court house was essentially
completed by 1905.
The competition concerning the location of the shiretown
was a common prelude to the construction of county buildings
in New Brunswick. 33 Whether it enhanced the prosperity of
a community (as was expected) is debatable, but it is
evident that shiretown status, and with it, the presence of
county buildings, was a mark of prestige. The Albert County
Court House is the well-preserved result. The fact that it
has been considered worthy of restoration by the Albert
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County Historical Society emphasizes its importance and
continuing relevance to the county.
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Figure 1:

Former Albert County Court House, façade,
1973. (Photo by Mary Peck, Historical
Resources Administration, Fredericton,
New Brunswick.)
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Figure 2:

Former Albert County Court House,
façade, 1977. (CIHB, Alan Bell,
Hopewell Cape, N.B.)

Figure 3:

Former Albert County Court House, rear view, 1973. (Photo by Mary Peck,
Historical Resources Administration, Fredericton, New Brunswick.)
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Fiqure 4:

Former Albert County Court House, side view, 1977.
(CIHB, Alan Bell, Hopewell Cape, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 5:

Former Albert County Court House, gallery, 1973. (Photo by Mary Peck,
Historical Resources Administration, Fredericton, New Brunswick.)
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"20" Sydney Street

Saint John

Saint John was settled by an influx of Loyalists in 1783, and
two years later it became the first incorporated city in the
province. In 1786, the city became the shiretown of St. John
County. Located at the intersection of marine and river
navigation, the community served as a seaport for the lower
half of New Brunswick and quickly became the largest city and
the commercial capital of the province. When St. Ann's, now
Fredericton, was named the provincial capital (ostensibly to
promote settlement further upriver), the inhabitants of Saint
John, having hoped for the honour themselves, were severely
disgruntled.
The present court house at Saint John was built in
1826-29. Judging from its appearance, size, and cost relative
to other court houses in the province it is evident that its
construction was viewed, among other things, as compensation
for the lack of provincial buildings in the city. Considering
that the building was financed by the largest city and most
prosperous county in the province, as well as by a generous
grant from the provincial treasury, it is understandably the
most grandiose county court house of its time in New Brunswick.
The first building in Saint John used for meetings of
the county court and council, in 17 85, was a modest frame
structure located on Germain Street, between Duke and Queen
Streets.
The building served a variety of purposes, including
2
a place of worship for the Episcopal Church.
Around 1797,
the court moved to the upper flat of City Hall which was
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3
located on Market Square.
This building was indeed the
heart of civic activity. A market and several meat stalls
were situated on the ground floor. A bell at the top of the
building was used for a fire alarm as well as for notifying
jurymen of the time of the court sittings. When King Street
was cut down, another storey was added to the west side of
the structure. This was rented for a public inn known as
4
Hell's Kitchen.
A similar arrangement between the market
and the county court persisted in the York County Court House
at Fredericton which was another market centre, until well
into the 1860s.5 In Saint John the combination appears to
have been an arrangement of relatively temporary convenience
which continued only until 1829 when the present court house
was almost completed.
As early as 1823, the justices of the peace for St. John
County had resolved to erect a new building for the county
courts. City Hall, which still housed the courts, had been
built by the Corporation of the City "almost at the first
settlement of the country", and had become quite unfit for
the purpose.
The growing city had no building "appropriate
for the...courts of justice and other public uses", and the
magistrates considered it absolutely necessary to provide a
court house. The legislature contributed a thousand pounds
and authorized a county assessment of 15 hundred pounds, while
7
the city contributed an additional thousand pounds.
A year later the justices applied to the city for a grant
of land. A site in front of the gaol was chosen on King
Street, which was reduced in width to accommodate the building,
This property was one of the lots reserved by the city for
p

public offices when it was first laid out in 1783-4. In 1824
the building committee chose the plans of John Cunningham,
which were a modified version of those (Figure 1) submitted
9
by'another applicant, Thomas Rust.
Of the three tenders
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received for building the court house, that of Cunningham,
the lowest, was accepted.
Cunningham, a builder from Dumfrieshire, Scotland,
designed a large number of prominent buildings in Saint
John in the first half of the 19th century. Aside from the
court house he prepared designs for an early market building,
the gaol, the marine hospital on Partridge Island, the
Congregational Church on Union Street,
all in Saint John,
12
and the Gannet Rock Lighthouse in Grand Manan.
He is also
credited with having designed some of the oldest surviving
structures in the city, including the Peters House (937 Coburg
Street) and the turrets of Stone Church. 13
Not until 1826, when the justices received a deed in
trust for the property, did the construction of the court
14
house begin.
The deed stipulated that the land should be
used for the sittings of all the courts of justice, and for
15
the accommodation of the common council and city offices.
The site was a huge rock, and the task of cutting the
foundation was so expensive that the north end of the building
was allowed to encroach on King Street. Both the rear and
south walls were built of stone excavated from the site,
while the rest of the building is constructed of freestone
17
which is reported to have been imported from England.
The style of the court house is similar to that of other
early 19th century British administrative buildings in Canada.
Both the old Government House, constructed in 1826 (Figure 8 ) ,
and the Old Arts Building, completed in 1828 (Figure 7) , in
Fredericton, follow this tradition. Among the other county

18

court houses in New Brunswick, the St. John County Court
House is unique in that it is constructed of stone, as opposed
to wood which was abundant throughout the province, and
certainly cheaper than stone.
A solid rectangular three-storey edifice, measuring 50 ft.
by 100 ft., the court house has a gently sloping hipped roof
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(Figure 4 ) . The projecting central section of the façade,
decorated with classical motifs and capped by a pediment, is
the main focal point of the building. The section features
raised plaques on the walls above each of the three central
windows which are flanked by fluted Doric pilasters. False
balconies with bulbous balusters are set into the wall under
each of the central windows. The effect of these details is
to create the illusion of additional space and depth to the
relatively flat, textured surface.
The central entrance was formerly approached by a flight
of steps on either side of a colonnaded porch (Figure 2 ) .
Dr. George MacBeath suggests that the porch was added to the
building "sometime after the completion of the court house,"
when Sydney Street was improved and the front of the building
was lowered, necessitating the addition of a porch (Figure 9 ) .
The original version of the entrance may therefore have been
similar to Rust's plan (Figure 1 ) . A fanlighted doorway was
placed in a recessed eliptical arch similar to the window
surrounds (Figure 3 ) . The rusticated ground storey, with its
Regency recessed arcades and radiating "lozenge" voussoirs,
the slender corner pilasters and string courses, clearly
demonstrate the skill of a master craftsman.
Five courts, the supreme, county and city courts, the
court of vice admiralty and the court of general sessions,
were entitled to sit in the court house. 20 Three rooms were
available for their use: the city court room, the supreme
court room, and the council chamber. Located on the ground
floor (Figure 10) were the city court room and the council
chamber, which was described as "a handsome and even luxurious
21
room", and the latter's ante-rooms.
The supreme court room was placed in the centre of the
second storey (Figure 11). Although large and lofty, it had
one serious flaw, as described by one writer in the 1870s:

19
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It...possesses such wonderful accoustic
properties as utterly to deaden sound, so
that a person speaking in a moderate tone
of voice from the witness stand can only
be heard a few feet away. Where the sound
goes has been a constant source of wonder
to successive generations of judges and
barristers, but no one as yet seems to
have found out the secret, or the remedy. 22
At the south end of the court room is a room for the barristers
and a retiring room for the judges, the latter communicating
with the court room by a private entrance. The north end
formerly contained a spectators' gallery, 23 a feature common
to many court houses in New Brunswick. 24 In the St. John
County Court House, the gallery was found to be a "nuisance",
25
and was walled up sometime before 1876.
The third floor now
contains a jury room as well as a large room, about the size
of the court room, for meetings of various societies and art
exhibitions (Figure 12).
A free-standing spiral staircase is one of the most
outstanding features of the court house (Figure 5 ) . Located
at the south end of the building, it leads from the ground
floor to the judge's chamber and the spacious hall which forms
the approach to the supreme court room, and from the second
storey to the former gallery and offices on the third floor.
It is said that one hundred tons of stone were quarried in
2 fi
Scotland and brought to Saint John to build the stairway,
which consists of 49 steps and two landings. Each step and
each section of the landings is cut out of one solid block of
stone and interlocked in such a manner as to require no
central support. The staircase has a finely wrought iron
railing with a geometric sequence of overlapping ovals. The
pattern follows the Neo-Classical English tradition of the
late 18th century. It is the only free-standing spiral staircase of stone, built in the early 19th century that is known
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to exist in Canada. 27
The staircase is reported to have been designed by
Cunningham and was likely erected by Robert Barbour, a skilled
28
stone mason living in Saint John in the late 1820s.
Barbour
and Cunningham were well acquainted, and they subsequently
worked together on the gaol in Saint John, 29 and the Gannet
Rock Lighthouse in Grand Manan. 30
The cost of the building, without interior finishing had
been estimated at four thousand pounds, five hundred pounds
above the amount allotted. 31 When completed, the structure
was expected to cost seven thousand pounds. Since the
inhabitants were already being heavily taxed for various
other "public claims", the justices requested and received
further aid from the legislature to enable them to construct
"a place of respectable accommodation for his Majesty's
32
courts of justice".
When completed in 1830, the building
33
actually cost 68,528.
Although the supreme court room was not finished, the
court house was officially opened on 1 September 1829,
during the sitting of the court of Quarter Sessions of the
Peace. 34 On this occasion the mayor, Laughlan Donaldson,
complimented the community on the completion of the "important
undertaking" and he thanked them for their liberality in
paying their assessments for the purpose, "even in hard
35
times, without murmuring".
When the supreme court room was opened in January of
the following year, Judge Botsford congratulated the community
on having "such an edifice" for the accommodation of the
courts of justice, and he expressed his hope that the building
might long stand as "a monument of the public spirit of the
3 f\

people, and of justice".
The importance of the building
as a symbol of justice cannot be under-estimated, particularly
during the early settlement of the province. The Loyalists,
victims of revolution, were particularly anxious that the
court house, and the law and order for which it stood, should
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elicit respect and veneration.
address with the hope that,

Judge Botsford concluded his

...it would never be polluted by a partial
and corrupt administration. Yet laws,
however faithfully administered, could not,
of themselves, effectually secure the welfare
of a country; for Religion and Morality are
the foundations of true greatness; they are
the pillows upon which the British
Constitution rests, and by which it is
supported.
Aside from its important legal function, the St. John
County Court House has been used for a variety of civic and
county purposes. Many governors and Commanders-in-Chief held
levees there. Receptions were held at the court house by
both the Prince of Wales (later Edward VII) and his brother,
18
Prince Arthur, in the mid-19th century.
When the former
visited Saint John in 1860, the supreme court room was
painted for the occasion. The four walls were adorned with
the British Royal coat of arms, the coat
the Scottish lion rampant, and the Irish
were executed by a Saint John decorator,
that time was exclusively engaged in the

of arms of the city,
harp. The paintings
F.X. Swift, who at
business and was
39
described as "truly artistic and highly spoken of".
The court house has been the scene of many political
contests. To quote one writer,
There many a man who was willing to offer
himself on the altar of his country has
made his maiden bow to the public. There,
too, many have made their last. 40
The death of King George IV in 1830 caused the dissolution of
the legislature and gave the court house its first exposure
to political life. At that time, elections lasted fifteen
days, and most of the canvassing was done after the polls
opened.

Speeches were usually made at the opening and closing

of the poll:

89

The wonder is how any city could stand the
excitement of fifteen days continuous polling
by open voting, and the attendant circumstances
which accompanied elections, before strict
laws against bribery and treating were on the
41
statute books.
The old court house is "one of the places where history has
been made, and great political battles fought, sometimes
42
with much acrimony and great eloquence".
On 12 February 1919, the court house was partially
43
destroyed by fire.
Most of the interior, except for the
staircase, was destroyed. For the next five years, the law
courts and the sheriff rented rooms in the local masonic hall.
The possibility of repairing the walls and adding another
storey to the building was considered, but in 1924 the council
decided to repair the building, "as nearly as it was before
44
the fire destroyed it without enlarging or adding thereto".
The fact that the insurance company had paid only ten thousand
45
dollars, the entire amount held by the county on the building,
may have influenced their decision to simply restore it.
Presumably its historic importance in the county also
influenced their decision.
A local architect, Garnet Wilson, was engaged to prepare
46
plans and specification, and the work commenced in 1924.
The cost of renovations was $78,951.36. The general contractor
for the work was James Sproul, of Saint John, who also
supplied the court room fittings and built a concrete bridge
in the rear of the court house, connecting it with the gaol
yard. Furniture was provided by a well known Saint John
47
department store, M.R. & A. Ltd., and the Saint John Desk Co.
Upon its completion in July 1925, the remodelled court
house had, according to one writer, "what is said to be one
of the finest entrances east of Montreal". 4 8 The W. Nonneman
Tiling Company, of Saint John, was responsible for the work.
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Mr. Nonneman himself stated that he had seen "few entrances
49
or foyers so imposing, and so pleasing to the eye".
Three hundred square feet of marble had been sent from
quarries in Quebec to remodel the impressive main foyer.
Inside the building, beyond the main door, is a flight of
concrete steps protected by a solid marble balustrade on one
side and a wall panelled in marble on the other. The walls
of the lobby were panelled to one half their height with
green marble, while the upper part was smoothly plastered.
The black marble baseboard created a striking contrast with
the walls.
The floor of this section is composed of solid
grey marble blocks, six inches wide by twelve inches long,
and finished with a grey "Rex" marble border which is
surrounded with a border of jet black marble. 51
During the restoration, the roof was covered with copper
and the location of the chimney was changed to accommodate a
52
new heating system.
A small lantern replaced the flagpole
at the apex of the pediment, and the doorway was widened and
lowered (Figure 4 ) . Although the interior of the building
was renovated, the court room retained a sense of dignity
with a succession of impressive beaded columns placed at
regular intervals around the room, and its elaborate woodwork
(Figure 6 ) .
The St. John County Court House and the former Northumberland County Court House, 53 both completed in 1829, are
the oldest court houses extant in New Brunswick. Unlike the
other county court houses in the province, the St. John court
house is the only one existing which was constructed of stone
before 1900. It is a superb example of an administrative
building constructed in the early 19th century in New
Brunswick. Its solidity, size, elaborate decoration, and
excellent craftsmanship are indicative of the prosperity of
the community, as compared to the other counties during that
period.

Constructed at a time when the province was recently
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settled, however, it was still a massive undertaking, and
emphasizes the building's importance to its benefactors as
a symbol of law and order. The court house was designated
an historic site of national significance by the Historic
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada in 1977.
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Figure 1:

St. John County Court House., elevation and proposed
floor plan by Thomas Rust, 1824. (New Brunswick
Museum.)
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Figure 2:

St. John County Court House, mid-19th century version.

(New Brunswick Museum.)
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Figure 3:

St. John County Court House, c. 1900.

(New Brunswick Museum.)
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Figure 4:

St. John County Court House, post 1925.

(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 5:

St. John County Court House, spiral staircase.
(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 6:

St. John County Court House, interior of court room, post 1923.
(New Brunswick Museum.)

O

Figure 7:

Old Arts Building, Frederiction, New Brunswick.

(CIHB.)

Figure 8: Old Government House, Woodstock Road, Fredericton,
New Brunswick. (CIHB)

O

Figure 9: St. John County Court House, with elevated entrance, c. 1865.
(Public Archives, Canada.)

O

Figure 10: St. John County Court House, ground floor plan sharing relighting system, 1970.
(Department of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)
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Figure 11:

St. John County Court House, second floor plan, sharing relighting system 1970.
(Department of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)
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635 Queen Street

Fredericton

Fredericton became the capital of New Brunswick in 1785
and the shiretown of York County in 1786. The site chosen
for the capital of the new province was the highest point on
the St. John River accessible to large ships. As settlement
progressed north along the river, Fredericton became an
important market centre for the distribution of farm produce
and other goods which were not manufactured locally.
Prior to 1817, the county
Province Hall with the supreme
of the general sessions of the
petitioned the legislature for

courts shared a room in
court. In 1816 the justices
peace for York County
one thousand pounds to build

a court house.
When they received authorization to assess
2
the county for no more than six hundred pounds, the justices
decided to purchase the new market house. Their grant
stipulated that the land adjacent to the market house was to
be reserved "for the public use of the market", in perpetuity.
The market remained on the ground floor, and court was held
in the upper storey.
The acquisition of the market building marked the
beginning of an association between the market and the court
which was to last until the 1880s. In fact, a stipulation
of the land grant awarded to the justices ensured that the
association was preserved even after the original building
was removed and replaced by the present structure in
c. 1857-8. At the time, the purchase of the market building
must have seemed a reasonable and expedient solution to the
problem of inadequate finances which faced the justices.
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However, in light of the numerous problems which developed
over the years, the justices would have been well advised to
wait until sufficient funds were available to build an
independent court house.
Construction on the original market house had commenced
in June of 1814, near Province Hall (the meeting place of
the provincial assembly). It was financed and designed by
James Taylor, a public-minded contractor from Fredericton,
4
and a member of the House of Assembly.
The solid, 2\ storey
wooden edifice stood on the bank of the St. John River, in
front of a ferry landing. The sides of the building measured
8 0 ft., while the front extended for 4 0 ft. along the Grand
Parade.
Shortly after the market house was completed, several
inhabitants of Fredericton petitioned the legislature for a
grant of land to establish a market. In due course, an
official licence to establish a market in Fredericton, for
a term of 21 years, was granted by the Executive Council in
1815. The market was to be held in front of block no. 1 of
the town plot, between the river and the street, so as to
include the market building already erected, and sixty feet
on either side of it. 5
Like most early 19th century buildings in Fredericton,
the new market house (Figure 1) was built in the colonial
Georgian style, using local lumber. Civic pride in the
structure was evident in a contemporary newspaper article,
which described the design as a combination of "utility and
elegance", "superior to anything of the kind in this, or
perhaps any other Province".
Its visual impact was
enhanced by the addition of a tower, over which was raised
a "handsome ogee" supporting a gilt ball and thistle of
large dimensions. Above the tower a spire extended 14 ft.
to a weathercock. Adorned with Doric pilasters, the clock
storey had a terrace protected by an iron railing which
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offered "a beautiful prospect of the river and adjacent
7
country".
According to one contemporary description, an
elegant room measuring 40 ft. square, was located on the
g
second floor.
It is probable that this became the county
court room when the county purchased the building for a
court house in 1817.
The uses of the first county court house and market
were varied. The court room itself served as a meeting place
for various groups. After the Fredericton fire of 1825, a
school is reported to have been opened in a room on the upper
floor, next to the court room. A stairway on the outside of
the building led to the school room. At the top of the
stairs was a platform enclosed by balusters. 9 Social functions
of a lighter nature also took place at the court house in
this period. The Royal Gazette provided a detailed description
of a garrison ball and supper held there, in 1836:
... The rank, beauty and fashion of the
neighbourhood were invited to this entertainment,
which was on a scale of magnificance and grandeur
seldom witnessed. Every luxury that nature could
afford or art suggest was in profusion, together
with the choicest viands and wines.
Dancing of waltzes and quadrilles continued "without intermission" from 9 p.m. until about 3 a.m., at which time the
company separated, "highly satisfied with the happy evening
which they had spent".
Perhaps the most serious complication arising from the
association of the court and market occurred in the 1850s.
The original building had begun to deteriorate and plans
were made to replace the structure. It became apparent
that if a new court house was to be built on the same site,
it would also have to incorporate a public market because
the original land grant clearly stipulated that the site was
to be reserved for a market in perpetuity. Whereas the
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location of the court house was not a serious issue, the
location of the new market was hotly debated.
For many years Fredericton civic politics had been
polarized between the "uptowners", in the area surrounding
Phoenix Square, and the "downtowners", in the vicinity of
the court house on what was then called Market Square, and
Province House. In the debate which accelerated in the 1850s,
the predominantly commercial interests of the "uptowners"
had gained considerable influence in the city council. An
indoor-outdoor market at Phoenix Square had diverted a great
deal of business from the downtown site. Although butchers
were still doing a large business at the "lower market" on the
12
ground floor of the old court house in the early fifties,
the influence of this market had waned. It was therefore understandable that the "uptowners" fought to have the officially
sanctioned market moved to an uptown location. In the end,
the availability of land at the existing site decided the
argument and in 1855 construction was begun on a new building
which once again incorporated a public market on the ground
floor.
Several writers have maintained that the old court
house-market was destroyed in the Fredericton fire of 1850
and replaced by the present building in 1853.13 In fact,
the building was still being used by the county courts and
the market in 1852, when newspaper reports of its inadequacy
abounded. The old court house was described in 1853 as
"totally inadequate" for the purposes of the courts, and "an
absolute disgrace to the County". 14 In his address to the
grand jury at the opening of court in 1853, Judge Street
called attention to the deplorable state of the court house:
At times I have had to sit here at this season
of the year when the thermometer in the open
air, out of the sun, has been up to 9 5 deg.
for several days together, with this room
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crowded and the market stalls below covered
with dead meats, and the unpleasant effluvia
which in hot weather arises therefrom. At
other times in wet weather the building has
been so leaky that the rain has come down
through the ceiling to such a degree as to
make it almost necessary for the gentlemen
of the law and others having business in
Court to fix umbrellas over their heads at
the table.
It was generally agreed that Fredericton, as the seat
of government, should have the "best Court House in the
Province", instead of "the very worst".
Many declared
that any other county would spurn at keeping "such a
building for such a purpose!" 17 The New Brunswick Reporter
wrote that almost everyone who visited Fredericton from
other sections of the province expressed surprise at "the
unsightly, inconvenient and disreputable Building", which
York, "the metropolitan County of New Brunswick tolerates
as its Court House". 18
Whether the market should be retained in the court
house at all was a matter of hot debate between the city
and county councils. Members of the city council argued in
favour of combining the courts and market in the same
building. A large segment of the county population living
outside of the city supported the view of county councillor
Alfred Whitehead, from Dumfries, who maintained that it
would be a "great injustice" to the other parts of the county
if the building or any portion of it was placed under the
control of the city council for a market, or any other
19
purpose, unless the city was prepared to pay extra.
Most
members of the county council considered it "highly
objectionable" that the same building should be used and
occupied at the same times for two such diverse purposes as
market and court house.
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The debate was eventually resolved; the plans of the
new building contemplated a market on the ground floor.
Although the county council had been authorized to build the
new court house in 1853, it was not until 1855 that John
Davis began to build a court house-market, 20 on the site of
the previous building.
As the result of a fire in 1850 which destroyed almost
half the city, many buildings in Fredericton were being constructed of brick rather than wood. The austere two storey
red brick court house and market building was completed by
c. 1857-8. The effect of the taller storey, with its lowpitched roof (barely visible from the street) and elaborate
cornice was to give visual emphasis to the location of the
courts (Figure 2 ) . Widely spaced, plainly trimmed windows on
the second storey were linked with string courses of sandstone
and divided at regular intervals by pilasters.
Three entrances were located at the front of the
building, facing the street. The main entrance consisted of
a double door with sandstone cornice. On either side of the
main entrance were arched doorways with fanlights above
double doors. A series of eight round-headed windows were
placed along the length of the building in the lower storey.
More elaborately treated than the plain rectangular windows
of the second storey, they somewhat relieved the utilitarian
aspect of the design. The market storey was further enhanced by a belt course at the base of the building and
quoins of grey granite (Figure 3 ) . These details produce a
rather startling contrast with the uniform red brick
surface.
The new court house-market extended from the street
toward the river for 110 ft., and its façade measured 47 ft.
Although original plans for neither the earlier nor the
present court house have survived, their placement in front
of a ferry landing, with entrances at the shorter ends, was
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probably determined by their use as a public market. The
Saint John market (Figures 4 & 5 ) , for example, constructed
in 1876, follows the same pattern, its shorter end being the
street entrance, and the aisles and market stalls extending
along the length of the building.
The design of the completed court house was considered
by at least one contemporary to warrant "no particular
21
description".
Although the grand jury's opinion of the
new building is not recorded, during their January session
of 1859 they left the building, "the proper place where they
should hold their court", and moved to a room in the York
Hotel. The county council considered their move "wholly
22
uncalled for", and rejected their claim for expenses.
Unfortunately, the new court house could not provide
offices for the clerk of the peace or county registrar. The
latter was located in a one storey square brick building at
the western side of Province Hall. The offices of the
auditor, county treasurer, clerk of the peace, and the
recorder were "scattered all over the city". "No one of
them is within easy reach of the other", wrote the Capitol,
and those who had county business to transact had to "plod
23
from one end of the City to the other".
The disadvantages of combining the market and court
facilities in one building came into full view again in the
1880s. The construction in 1876 of a handsome new city hall
and market at Phoenix Square (Figure 6) became a triumph for
"uptowners". A Saint John reporter contrasted the new
$36,000 city hall to the other buildings in the capital:
The new Fredericton City Hall and Market House
is a structure of which the people of the Capital
of New Brunswick may justly feel proud, as, in
an architectural point of view, it is far in
advance of any building which hitherto has
been erected there for civic uses. Indeed,
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it must be admitted that our friends at the
Capital have been somewhat unfortunate with
respect to the appearance of their public
buildings, even the Legislative Halls of the
24
Province, being far from ornamental.
The new City Hall was therefore regarded as a departure, "the
beginning of a better order of things for the pretty and
25
picturesque Capital of New Brunswick".
The inadequacy of the court house accommodations were
further highlighted when Province Hall was destroyed by fire
in February of 188 0. For two years, until their new quarters
were completed, the supreme court, equity court and law
7 ft

library had to be accommodated in the county court house.
The administration of justice was being carried on in a
27
building "fit for a barrack", wrote the Capitol.
In the

late seventies the lower flat was being used as a scullery
of the officers' mess and by 1881 it contained a storehouse
for lime and cordwood, as well as "an enterprising saw filer's
workshop". Advocating extensive renovations, the Capitol
described the lower flat of the court house in September 188 0,
as follows:
Here is a part of a building, in a locality
once so thriving as to be used as a market,
going to ruin through the indifference of
those whose interest it is to preserve it.
What is the inference to be drawn by strangers
visiting our City? The legal fraternity
from other parts pass by its doors, as do
others who have business in the Court upstairs, and it is almost silent as the cave
of sleep. When the doors are thrown open,
then comes the explanation. The place has
the odor of decay and smells like a morgue.
Lime and whitewash seem unable to redeem
28
it
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The highest courts of the land were being forced to sit in
"an ill-ventilated room, reeking with stench and offal from
29
the lungs of men dead and gone."
The floors of the court
room, once covered "like a horse's stall" with sawdust, were
now "rich in sand and mud, and apparently never introduced to
even a shower-bath". 3 0
Minor repairs had been made to the interior of the
court house in July of 1880 at the expense of the province,
for the benefit of the provincial departments temporarily
housed there. 31 Large-scale internal renovations were
planned by the county and in 188 2, the lower floor was
converted into offices, consisting of six rooms, and a
vault for the use of the secretary treasurer, registrar and
other county officials having the custody of valuable papers
and records. 32
Only one third of the lower floor was retained as a
market in 1880;33 the remaining portion was devoted to the
badly needed county offices. Whether the market actually
functioned in the court house after this date is unknown.
The new registry office and vault were placed in the rear
of the building. Also on the ground floor were the county
council chambers, directly beneath the county court room.
A staircase on the upper side of the building was removed
to provide additional office space.34 One of the lower
storey windows on the north side of the building was
replaced by a new entrance. 35 The renovations to the court
house were completed by Arthur Limerick, a Fredericton
3 f>
contractor, by July 1883, and cost $3,324.12.
In the 1950s the court house again underwent major
renovations according to plans prepared in 1952-4 37 by
Neil Stewart, an architect then living in Fredericton.
Glass bricks which afforded greater privacy were placed in
the windows of the upper storey. Smaller windows for
ventilation were also placed in the upper windows (Figures 6,
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8 & 9 ) . The doors on either side of the front and rear
entrances were replaced by round-headed windows similar to
those on the sides of the building (Figures 8 & 9 ) . A front
portico was added and a small porch enclosed the main
entrance (Figure 8 ) . A small pediment was also added to the
structure. The door on the north side was replaced by a
rectangular window, while another door was added to the
south side of the building.
In the interior of the court house the registry office
was enlarged. At the front, on either side of a public
corridor, were the offices of the secretary treasurer,
county court judge and sheriff, as well as a general office.
Above these were located additional offices. The court
room, which was completely renovated, remained at the rear
of the upper storey. Behind the court room, as before, were
the jury room and judge's chambers.
The problems of maintaining two such diverse functions
as the county courts and the market in one building are
evident in the history of the York County Court House. The
dignity associated with the administration of justice proved
to be incompatible with the commercial atmosphere of the
market. In addition, the use of one structure as both court
house and market incurred serious problems of ventilation
and sanitation. As the 19th century progressed, the county
court house became less of a community centre, and buildings
such as the city hall took over many of the community
functions originally associated with the court house. When
the handsome new city hall at Phoenix Square was completed,
it had ample room to accommodate a market on the ground floor,
as well as an outdoor market on its adjacent land.
The construction of the new city hall "uptown", and
the imposing new House of Assembly in 1880-82, "downtown",
may have served as a form of appeasement for the two factious
parties, allowing the old court house-market to function
solely, and more efficiently, as the county court house.
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When the commercial interest ultimately gravitated to the
upper end of the city by the 1880s, the subsequent demise of
the downtown market allowed all the county offices to be
consolidated in the court house. After more than sixty-five
years of controversy, the court house ceased to be the stage
on which the battle between the uptown and downtown forces
was fought.
More utilitarian than aesthetically pleasing in its
design, the York County Court House is nevertheless
structurally sound and solidly built. Although many other
New Brunswick court houses in the first half of the 19th
century served a multitude of community functions, the York
County Court House is unqiue among those court houses which
have survived in its amalgamation of both market and county
court within a single structure. As late as the 1930s, an
unsuccessful attempt was made to revive the market tradition
at the county court house. The Phoenix Square market was
operational until 1951 when the present Boyce Market, on
George Street was constructed.
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Figure 1: Barracks and Market House, Fredericton, Hew Brunswick, c. 1832.
(Joseph Bouchette, The British Dominions in America, or a Topographical and
Statistical Description of the Provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, the Island of Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, and Cape Breton,
/London: Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, Green and Longman, 1832/, facing p. 92.)
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Figure 2: York County Court House, pre-1954.

(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 3: York County Court House, 1977, detail, south side.
(CIHB, C.A. Hale.)
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Figure 4: Saint John City Market.

(CIHB.)
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Figure 5: Saint John City Market, interior view.

(CIHB.)
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Figure 6: Fredericton City Hall, Phoenix Square, c. 1877.
(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)

Figure 7: York County Court House, south side, 1970.

(CIHB, Marcel Durand.)

Figure 8: York County Court House, front elevation, 197 0.

(CIHB, Marcel Durand.)

H
to

Figure 9: York County Court House, rear view, 1977.

(CIHB, Marcel Durand.)

135

Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:

C.A.

Date:

May 1977

Geocode:

04105000200123-A

City:

St.

Address:

Hale

Andrews

123A F r e d e r i c k

Street

Building Name: C h a r l o t t e County
(if important)
C o u r t House
Source of Title Photo:

Building Information
Date of Construction:
1839-40
Architect:
B u i l d i n g Committee a p p o i n t e d by Grand J u r y ,
Builder:
builder
Thomas B e r r y
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Comments: Exterior is classic example of county court houses built in
the mid-19th century in N.B. It is similar to Queens County Court
House. The court house at St. Andrews has an impressive coat of arms,
and is, on the exterior, the best preserved example of its style and
period of construction.
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123A Frederick Street

St. Andrews

The second major area of Loyalist settlement in New Brunswick,
after the lower St. John River Valley, was the eastern shore
of the Passamaquoddy Bay. Because of its proximity to the
United States, and its frontier location, St. Andrews developed
into a busy trading post. When Charlotte County was created
in 1786, St. Andrews became the shiretown. By the turn of
the century, St. Andrews, on the Passamaquoddy, and Saint
John, at the mouth of the St. John River, had become the
major centres of international trade for the province.
The present Charlotte County Court House was built in
18 3 9-4 0 to replace a wooden structure which had become
inadequate. In the first half of the nineteenth century,
St. Andrews was the second largest port in the province. The
architectural elegance and fine craftsmanship of its county
court house reflect the community's attitude towards its
public buildings, and more particularly towards those housing
the county courts and gaol. The history of the Charlotte
County Court House and its predecessors is typical of early
court accommodations in the province. In terms of its quality
of workmanship and present condition, the building is one of
the best examples of county court houses of the mid-19th
century in New Brunswick.
In the early 18 00s, both the court house and gaol at
St. Andrews were combined in one building; this was a common
practice of early communities in New Brunswick. Kings County,
for example, housed the court house and gaol in the same
building, with the courts located above the gaol, until the
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erection of a separate gaol in 1840.
When communities
became more prosperous and the court house and gaol were
separated, proximity was still an important consideration.
An elevated site which was somewhat removed from other
buildings of a different nature in the community, as well
as accessibility (witness the St. Andrews gaol) were also
common prerequisites for county buildings in New Brunswick.
In February of 1831, the Charlotte County Council
decided to build a county gaol and a court house, both to
2
be located in the same block.
According to the sheriff and
magistrates of the county, the necessity of building a gaol
and a court house in St. Andrews had "long been a matter of
3
public notoriety".
In several petitions to the legislature
prior to 1831, county officials had enumerated the inadequacies
of the existing facilities, namely,
...the limited size, insecurity and improper
situation of the present jail, the immense
number of criminals of every description
liable to be confined therein from the local
situation of Saint Andrews as a frontier town,
and the inconvenience of the court house being
4
in the same building.
The land where the old gaol and court house stood was
5
sold for one hundred pounds in 1831, and land for the new
buildings was purchased at the corner of Montague and
Frederick Streets.
The old court house was eventually converted into a market and continued to function as such until
the 1870s, when it burned. Although the legislature had
passed an act for the assessment of only one thousand pounds
for the county buildings, it was nevertheless determined that
two separate and distinct edifices should be constructed,
"thereby adding very materially to the expense, but still
more so to the security of the one, and the convenience and
7
comfort of the other".
Promising that "the strictest economy
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[would] be attended to, consistent with security and a due
regard to accommodation and appearance", and "encouraged by
the liberality shewn to the City of Saint John on a similar
o

occasion", the Charlotte County officials requested an
. .
9
additional sum of no more than £3,000 to erect the buildings.
As early as 1826 the old court house-gaol location had
been considered by the local justices of the peace "very low
and unhealthy" and "incapable of being rendered otherwise".
The fact that the building was surrounded by houses and
buildings of different types made its location still more
unfavourable. A priority for the new gaol was, therefore, a
"more elevated and healthy site".
Not until 1839, after the gaol had been built, did the
building committee set the dimensions of the new court house,
to be located to the west of the gaol. The dimensions of the
court house were 70 ft. by 55 ft. It was to contain the
following rooms: a "Judgement Hall" 50 ft. by 30 ft. to hold
the judges bench, jury boxes, sheriff and dock; a room for
the justices in session, not less than 24 ft. by 18 ft.; a
grand jury room, 20 ft. to 22 ft. by 16 ft. to 18 ft.; two petit
jury rooms, about 16 ft. by 12 ft.; and two convenient rooms
for the judges and barristers, besides other conveniences
that the committee might deem proper.12 This earlier plan,
however, was simplified and reduced.
Thomas Berry, a local builder, was hired to erect the
court house in June of 1839, for £1,350. 13 In October 1840,
14
the first meetings were held in the completed court house.
On this occasion, one of the members of the grand jury wrote
to the editor of the St. Andrews Standard that, after a thorough
examination of the new court house, they were "very highly
pleased" with it,
...and while it unquestionably is a great
ornament to the Town, it is decidedly creditable
both [in] workmanship and design to the skillful
architect who built it. 15
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The members of the grand jury, were sorry to learn however,
that Mr. Berry would lose seriously by his contract, for it
appeared that he had incurred a great additional expense
1c

"in his desire to give general satisfaction".
Berry had
exceeded his budget for constructing the court house to the
extent of almost becoming bankrupt. He petitioned the
Legislature for a grant of money to compensate him for his
losses, writing that the structure had been completed within
the time agreed upon, and that he had "performed the whole
of the work in a very superior manner and far beyond what
his contract compelled him to do".17 Berry explained that
he had been induced to do so from a desire to erect an
edifice,
...which would give general satisfaction to the
people of the County, while at the same time
the work should be creditable to your petitioner
as the contractor, your petitioner not doubting
at the time that in the event of sustaining any
serious loss by this proceeding, it would be
made up to him by the province or at all events
by the county.
The fact that Berry had made changes to the building
which were not embraced by his contract is significant, as
was his good faith that he would be compensated for the
additional work and cost of materials. That the building
was not expected to be merely functional but also aesthetically
impressive, in keeping with its legal and social status in
the community, is emphasized by Berry's justification that
without the changes he made, the structure would have looked
"naked in appearance". 19
To emphasize the structural solidity of the court house,
for example, Berry had put heavy pilasters of seasoned pine
on each side of the four corners of the building and down
each side of the large entrance door at the front. This had
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not only required

a g r e a t d e a l of e x t r a time b u t the

had c o s t m o r e than h i s c o n t r a c t a l l o w e d .

By

materials

"faithfully

s u b s t a n t i a l l y and e l e g a n t l y " e x e c u t i n g the w o r k , B e r r y
p r o d u c e d a b u i l d i n g w h i c h w a s , in h i s w o r d s , "in b o t h
s t r u c t u r e and w o r k m a n s h i p
the kind in the p r o v i n c e " .
By

and

had
its

s u p e r i o r to any p u b l i c b u i l d i n g
20

of

"endeavouring

to m a k e the b u i l d i n g m e e t the w i s h e s of
21
the i n h a b i t a n t s of the C o u n t y " ,
the b u i l d e r had sustained a
loss of B 3 2 5 , e x c l u s i v e of h i s o w n t i m e , a t t e n t i o n and
T h e grand

jury, w h o w e r e s y m p a t h e t i c

that the e d i f i c e w a s

"well a d a p t e d

to h i s p l i g h t ,

labor.

stated

for the p u r p o s e s of

its

e r e c t i o n and c r e d i t a b l e a l i k e to the b u i l d i n g c o m m i t t e e , and
the c o n t r a c t o r " and r e c o m m e n d e d
22
into c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
Stressing
Berry explained

t h a t the c o u r t take his

the g r a v i t y of h i s s i t u a t i o n to the
t h a t the w h o l e t r a n s a c t i o n had

legislature,

seriously

e m b a r r a s s e d h i m , and t h a t it had involved him in d e b t s
were

case

which

"pressing u p o n h i m and w h i c h he [had] no m e a n s to m e e t "

u n l e s s c o m p e n s a t i o n w a s secured

to him t h r o u g h the "merciful
23
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the L e g i s l a t u r e " .
A c o m m i t t e e of m a g i s t r a t e s
prepared a report recommending

t h a t the B e n c h u s e

their

i n f l u e n c e w i t h the H o u s e of A s s e m b l y to r e m u n e r a t e M r . B e r r y ,
24
w h o s e c l a i m s they c o n s i d e r e d justified and u r g e n t .
Eventually
25
the b u i l d e r w a s r e s c u e d from h i s p l i g h t by the A s s e m b l y .
T h e C h a r l o t t e C o u n t y C o u r t H o u s e is c o n s t r u c t e d of
p i n e , and is supported by a r a n d o m a s h l a r f o u n d a t i o n .

local
Like

m o s t N e w B r u n s w i c k c o u n t y c o u r t h o u s e s , it w a s b u i l t on a
k n o l l , w h i c h g a v e the e d i f i c e a v i s u a l p r o m i n e n c e in r e l a t i o n
to o t h e r b u i l d i n g s in the t o w n .

N e x t to it is the g a o l , a

r e l a t i v e l y p l a i n b u i l d i n g c o n s t r u c t e d of stone

(Figure 2 ) , and

s e v e r a l b l o c k s a w a y is the r e g i s t r y o f f i c e w h i c h w a s c o n 2 fi

structed of brick in 1836-7.
A dignified one-storey clapboarded building with five
bays (Figure 1 ) , it has a typical medium pitched gable roof
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and an impressive triangular roof pediment supported by four
large Tuscan columns. This latter detail accentuates the
main entrance and gives the building the appearance of a
temple, an appropriate form of symbolism for the halls of
justice. The typanum features an intricately detailed coat
of arms carved and painted by Charles Kennedy in 1858 (for
the sum of £ 5 7 ) . 2 7
All the building's architectural features stress its
massiveness and symmetry. Substantial double doors with a
large multi-paned transom window above, form the doorway.
On either side of the door is a pair of huge, small-paned
windows which provide an ample supply of light. The windows
are emphasized by the addition of shutters. The new building
bore a considerable resemblance to its predecessor, a
symmetrical, two-storey hip-roofed structure with a pedimented
portico (Figure 3 ) .
The court room of the present court house is centrally
located at the rear of the building, and is entered by a
spacious hall beyond the main entrance (Figure 4 ) . Two offices
are located to the left of the court room (facing the building)
for the county secretary and the county court judge. To the
right of the main entrance are several offices, including
in succession from front to rear, waiting rooms and
lavatories, the barristers' room and the office of the
provincial court judge. Evidently the building did not contain
the number of offices originally envisaged by the grand jury.
28
The interior of the court room was redecorated in 1949.
It now contains a judge's bench at the rear, which faces the
front of the building. At the centre of the court room are
seats for the grand jury, and the prisoner's dock is located
at the front, facing the judge. Just inside the entrance of
the room are seats for the spectators, who are divided from
the main floor by a railing. New tables were obtained for
the sessions room in 1855, and sawdust was removed from the

142

29
floors which were later covered with scrap mats.
Subsequent
renovations include the installation of electric lights in
1923, 30 and the padding of all the doors to the court room,
to prevent noise, in 1889. 31
The basic design of the Charlotte County Court House is
patterned after the impressive Queens County Court House at
32
Gagetown, New Brunswick,
built three years earlier. The
two buildings are the only one-storey court houses of the
mid-19th century extant in New Brunswick. 33 The absence of
additional stories imposed a limitation of space, and did
not permit the inclusion of the registry office in the same
building. By the end of the 19th century there was a marked
trend in the province toward the consolidation of all the
county offices in one impressive structure. Neither
Charlotte nor Queens County followed this development, presumably because their buildings were in good condition and
their populations were quite small.
Although the court house at Gagetown has a more dramatic,
elevated site, the Charlotte County Court House is by
contrast still in use and has been extremely well maintained.
In its symmetry, balance, simple elegance, and quality of
construction, the Court House at St. Andrews is a classic
example of county court houses built in New Brunswick in the
mid-19th century. It is a tribute to both its builder and
to the county pride and prosperity which brought about its
construction.
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33

The former Albert County Court House (04007700000382)
which is now a museum at Hopewell, is the only other
one storey court house in existence in New Brunswick
and built before 1914. Erected in 1904-5, it also has
a mezzanine consisting of a balcony (as in the Queens
County Court House at Gagetown) and several county
offices, unlike the St. Andrews court house. The
Albert County Court House was apparently a copy of its
predecessor, which had been constructed in 184 8-9. The
present Sunbury Court County Court House (04000300000128)
at Burton, built in 1833-5, originally consisted of one
storey only, but in 1947 the building was elevated and
a brick basement was added.
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Figure 1: Charlotte County Court House, front elevation.

(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)

^£3

Figure 2: Charlotte County Court House and gaol.

(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)

o

Figure 3: Previous Charlotte County Court House-Gaol.

(New Brunswick Museum.)

Figure 4: Charlotte County Court House, interior layout, 1971.
Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)

(Department of
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The d e s i g n of t h e C a r l e t o n County C o u r t House was d e t e r m i n e d
by t h a t of t h e r e g i s t r y o f f i c e t o w h i c h i t was a t t a c h e d .
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687 & 9 Main Street

Woodstock

In 1832, Woodstock comprised three areas: Lower Woodstock,
the Village at the Creek (the present town of Woodstock), and
Upper Woodstock. Upon the creation of Carleton County,
Woodstock was named the shiretown. Since the act stipulated
that the county buildings should be erected in Woodstock,
above the Meduxnakeag River, the choice was between Upper
Woodstock and the Creek Village. Both communities actively
sought shiretown status ; each hoped to gain the economic and
cultural benefits which were expected to accrue from the
title. This formed the basis of a long-standing rivalry
between the two villages which continued well into the 2 0th
century. The issue was decided when the county accepted a
donation of land upon which to build the court house and gaol
at Upper Woodstock in the early 183 0s.
As a farming
Creek grew into a
Town of Woodstock
business activity

and lumbering centre, the Village at the
prosperous town and was incorporated as the
in 1856.2 To facilitate the increasing
there, the registry office was built on
3
its present site in 1849.
When the gaol at Upper Woodstock
4
burned in 1901, it was rebuilt at the Town of Woodstock on
the county lands behind the registry office.
At the turn of the century, the trend in New Brunswick
5
was to consolidate all the county offices in one building,
and Carleton County soon followed suit. By the 1900s, the
facilities of the court house had become inadequate for the
requirements of the growing county. The wooden structure at
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Upper Woodstock was considered out of date and a fire hazard
and the distance between the court house and the new county
buildings was inconvenient.
The subsequent transfer of the
shiretown to the Town of Woodstock, and the construction of
a court house there in 1909-10, signalled an official end to
the feud between the two communities.
At their January session in 1909, the county council
decided to build a new court house on the county lot, beside
7
the registry office and in front of the gaol.
The fact that
the records building stood in the centre of the lot placed
restrictions on the size and design of the court house. One
of the county councillors remarked that they had "got the
registry office in the wrong place", but explained that it
Q

had been placed there to safeguard valuable papers from fire.
Five architects presented plans for the new building:
H.H. Mott and F.N. Brodie, both of Saint John, W.E. Reid, the
9
architect of the Albert County Court House (1903-5), from
Riverside, N.B., W.I. Kirk of New York, and James Drysdale
from Woodstock. Reid, Kirk and Drysdale proposed the erection
of a separate building next to the registry office. On the
other hand, both Mott and Brodie recommended that the court
house be attached to the registry office.
The council had originally planned to accept Mott's
designs. Brodie, however, whose initial proposal was for a
separate building, had presented another plan for the court
house to be attached to the records building. Mr. Mott, who
had formerly worked with Brodie, argued that after their
plans had been submitted, they had become "public property",
and he questioned the ethics of the council's accepting
Brodie's second submission. 11 The council assured Mr. Mott
that Brodie had not seen his plans, and that they wished to
carefully consider both. One councillor explained that before
they had built the gaol, they had sent a committee to Houlton
to view the gaol there. But the construction of the gaol at
Woodstock had been "botched all the same":
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We want to be careful this time. Before, we
listened to the so-called words of wisdom of
experts, better known as Satanic Wisdom, and
bitterly have we rued the day. I think Mr. Brodie
did right in sending in the second plans. 12
Mr. Brodie1s designs were finally accepted at the county
council meeting in March 1909.13 A well known architect
from Saint John, Brodie had graduated from the Saint John
Grammar School around 1890.14 He spent some time in the
United States where he gained much experience in architectural
offices. On his return to Saint John, he was associated with
two other prominent architects, G. Ernest Fairweather and
R.C. John Dunn. He was at one time associated with Mr. H.H.
Mott. In 1901, he opened his own office and until 1923, when
ill health forced him to retire, he designed many important
buildings in the province. Some of the buildings designed
by Brodie are the King George, St. Peter's, St. Patrick's,
St. Thomas', L o m e , Holy Trinity, and New Albert schools in
Saint John; Fredericton High School; Campbelltown High School;
the Saint John Vocational School, the Baker residence at South
Bay, the Saint John County Hospital, and the nurses' home in
Saint John.
Although it was eventually agreed to borrow 3 5 thousand
dollars to build the court house and repair the registry
office, some of the councillors were reluctant to burden the
county with such a large debt. However, it was well known
that most public buildings tended to exceed their estimated
cost, and the council wanted to build an impressive, solid
court house of which the community and councillors could be
proud. Councillor Williams expressed his views on the
matter :
We are building not for to-day but for the
future, and we want the building to be a
credit to the council. When our children
grow up we would want them while looking
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at the building to say there is a splendid
building that our fathers had a hand in
erecting. We do not want the cement cut
out, or the substructure - or superstructure
weakened by economy. We simply want a good
building.
Having chosen a major New Brunswick architect to design the
court house, the council was wise not to threaten the result
by providing inadequate funds. A bill was accordingly sent
to the legislature, which authorized the county to issue
debentures for a maximum of 35 thousand dollars.
Tenders from Florenceville, Saint John, St. Stephen,
Woodstock and Fredericton, ranging from $21,930 to $32,880,
were received by the council in June of 1909. The lowest
17
tender, that of R.A. Corbett, from Saint John, was accepted.
The contract for plumbing and heating was given to Fewer
Brothers, and the hot water heating was installed by C.I.
Churchill. Wiring and fixtures were installed by the Woodstock Electric Railway Light and Power Co. The A. Henderson
Furniture Co. and Haley Bros. & Co. supplied furniture for
the court house.
The Carleton County Court House is centrally located, and
faces the main street of the town. In the neighbourhood are
other buildings of importance to the community, for example,
the public library, the town hall, fire station and several
churches. The new edifice (Figure 2) was designed to match
the style of the registry office, which had been built in
19
1883-4, according to plans prepared by J.G. (or P.) Fletcher,
the architect of the Victoria County Court House in PerthAndover, New Brunswick (04167000100574) .
The section containing the court room is a mirror image
of the registry office (Figures 1 & 2 ) , and a relatively plain
central section connects the two. The structure is large,
symmetrical and simply detailed, with a broad hipped roof
and an elaborate brick cornice. Three evenly spaced hip-roofed
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dormers interrupt the main roof line, as do the roofs of the
two pavilions which extend all the way up the front of the
building.
These pavilions emphasize the two front entrances to the
building, one of which leads to the records offices and the
other to the court room. Wide round arches of rough-faced
sandstone form the entrances, which are divided from
similarly constructed quoins along the sides of the doorways
by a section of Corinthian leaves carved out of sandstone.
The wide arches of the entrances are repeated in the windows
above them. The upper sections of the windows of the registry
office formerly consisted of small panes of glass (Figures 1 &
2) but when the court house was added, these were eliminated.
The main decorative feature of the building is its
prominent Romanesque arches above the main entrances and
windows. The arches, lintels and string courses are emphasized
by being constructed of rough faced sandstone, as opposed to
the plain red brick of the walls. Combined with the heavy
cornice, the steeply pitched broad roof and the wide arches,
the rough masonry detail gives the building a sense of weight
and solidity and relieves the severity of the plain red brick.
To the left of the main door of the court house section
(facing the building) are offices for the judge and his
secretaries (Figure 6 ) . To the right is a large office, formerly
occupied by the revenue department and now vacant. Connecting
the registry offices with the court house is a corridor in
the centre of the building, which runs parallel to the main
street. A spacious court room is located on the ground floor
at the rear of the edifice. Tall, recessed round-headed
windows light the room (Figure 3) and an elaborate cornice of
the Ionic order forms the junction of the wall and dome-shaped
ceiling. The height of the room is emphasized by an ornate
light fixture at the centre of the ceiling. Separated from
the rest of the court room by an elaborate wooden railing
are the spectators' seats. Additional seating was provided
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for spectators by a balcony (Figure 7) which was separated
from the court room by a barrier with an intricate cut out
design. The balcony area has been closed off with curtains,
but it is now planned to re-open it. All the furniture in
the court room is reported to be original and has been
restored recently. 20
Below the balcony are various offices, including one for
the duty councillor to provide counselling. To the left of
the judge's bench at the rear of the building is a jog in
which the judge's chambers are located. Direct access to
his chamber is provided by set of double doors. Rooms on
the ground floor are also provided for the use of the jury
and the lawyers, as well as washroom facilities. On the
second floor are various other county offices, including a
county council room and sheriff's office.
The ground floor of the registry office contains offices
for the registrar as well as a large office, now vacant, at
the front of the building (Figure 6 ) . The second floor contains various offices as well as two small vaults (Figure 7 ) .
A law library and staff lounges are located in the basement
of the registry office section (Figure 5 ) .
In January of 1910, the county council met for the first
time in the history of Carleton County at Woodstock. The
court room was not yet completed, "it being decided not to
21
rush matters, but to have the finish thoroughly done",
so
the council met in the large grand jury room, then located
upstairs. By June 1910, the court house was completed and
furnished with the exception of landscaping. Thirty-one
thousand dollars worth of debentures had been sold and the
court house cost around 3 0.5 thousand dollars. Repairs to
22
the registry office had cost one thousand dollars.
The new complex provided considerably more space for the
efficient administration of county affairs. Each stage of
its construction, the location, design and cost, were carefully
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planned and extensively argued. The efforts made to erect an
attractive, spacious edifice for the county offices is
indicative of the court house's important status in the
community, as well as the late 19th century trend in New
Brunswick to consolidate all the county offices in one
23
impressive structure.
In Carleton County it was a long
process, and not until the shiretown was moved to Woodstock
in 1909 did they achieve this end. It is the only court
house in the province which began as a registry office and
whose design was determined by the style of that structure.
The result was a solidly built and well designed edifice
which blended well with the records building. That it
continues to be well maintained, like most New Brunswick
court houses, is evidence of its continuing relevance to the
county.
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Figure 1:

Carleton County Registry Office, Woodstock, c. 1905.
(Souvenirs of Woodstock, Woodstock: James Dock, 1909.)
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Figure 2:

Carleton Registry Office, Woodstock, prior to 1901, façade.
(Carleton County Historical Society, Woodstock, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 3:

Carleton County Court House, Woodstock, 1976.
(David Myles, Carleton County Historical Society.)
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Figure 4:

Carleton County Court House, Woodstock, 19 76, court room.
(David Myles, Carleton County Historical Society.)

H
KO

Figure 5: Carleton County Court House-Registry Office, basement plan, 1977.
of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)
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Figure 6: Carleton County Court House-Registry Office, ground floor plan, 1977.
(Department of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)
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Figure 7: Carleton County Court House-Registry Office, second floor plan, 1977.
(Department of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)
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Ground Floor
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sandstone
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heating
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locally)

Date

Architect

1957

Alward & Gillies

Builder

Comments:
The Northumberland County Court House is patterned after
the Carleton County Court House, Woodstock, N.B. (1909) and L. R. Fairn1:s
Digby Court House, N.S. (1908-10). Fairn designed several court houses,
as well as other public buildings, in Nova Scotia.
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s°i°i
-5-6-2 King George Highway

Newcastle

The construction of a county court house at Newcastle was
the subject of a spirited debate throughout Northumberland
County in the early 1900s. The question of replacing the
court house had been before the county council for at least
22 years, and by 1912, the local press wrote that the
councillors were "face to face with the necessity of acting
one way or another".
While some councillors preferred a
minor expenditure of two to five thousand dollars to make
the current building presentable and convenient, others
advocated the construction of a thirty-five to forty thousand
2
dollar court house that would be a credit to the county.
The court house then in use was a wooden structure
(04116002600285), built in 1829.3 It was a small building
measuring 4 2 ft. by 4 0 ft. Unlike the other court houses of
the early 20th century, it was not large enough to accommodate
the registry of deeds (which was housed in a separate building) , let alone handle the increasing business of the courts.
By the turn of the century, the dilapidated structure had
outlived it usefulness, but many were reluctant to pay for a
new building. The construction of a more commodious court
house was finally authorized in 1912, but not without great
resistance from several county councillors.
When the supreme court opened at Newcastle in December.
1911, the presiding judge, Mr. Justice White, had declared
himself to be "ashamed" of the old court house. Indeed, it
was a matter of surprise to him that "in a county of the
wealth and influence of Northumberland such a building was
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permitted to fulfil the functions of a court house".

4

His

Lordship described the structure as "the worst in the province",
and said that its dilapidated appearance had "a derogatory
effect on the children of the school nearby", as the
scholars "would naturally acquire a poor idea of the dignity
of law". Moreover, Justice White, and many others having
business there, considered the old court house a "menace" to
their health. The small, poorly ventilated structure was
further described as "one of the greatest breathers of
disease that could exist".
A month later, during their January session in 1912, the
council responded to Judge White's remarks. The meeting was
colourful, spirited and well attended. One councillor complained that the question was "like Banquo's ghost, it would
not go down".
He believed that a new building was unnecessary
and disapproved of any increase in taxation. Several
councillors wanted to have the old court house renovated,
which would have entailed a minor expenditure of several
7
thousand dollars.
This would have paid for the installation
of a hot air heating apparatus, electric lights, plumbing,
and a new wing on the west side of the building.
Councillor Doyle remarked that "it was natural that the
judges should want a big building for themselves":
They [talk] of microbes and other pests in a
way to lead one to believe that the building
was infected by all the plagues of Egypt, but
they [live] to enjoy big salaries and big
superannuation allowances, and the lawyers
who [come] here to try cases [are] a healthy
looking lot.
Doyle declared that the county had "no more use for a $40,000
.
9
courthouse than the Evil one for skates".
Other members of the council, however, were concerned
that they had been "advertised as a county not able or
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willing to provide a proper court house.
The old building
was "not up to date, nor in accordance with the age".
Mr. E. C. Fish, a member of the Newcastle Board of Trade
appealed to county pride, stating that "a good building
speaks well for the county":
Gloucester has a beautiful building and
Northumberland ought not to be behind in
this respect. Apart from what pride we
have, the court house is absolutely
essential to carry on the affairs of the
county.
Another representative referred to "the spirit of optimism,
prevalent throughout the province", and maintained that it
was important for Northumberland to "show that she is going
to get in the swim". 13 Aid. Butler, who represented the
14
Newcastle town council, said that "public spiritedness"
demanded a new building.
When a local minister, Rev. E.S. Murdoch, was called
upon to give his opinion, he contended that a new court
house was "just what the grand county of Northumberland, the
banner county of the province," required. In an attempt to
quell the rivalry between Newcastle and Chatham (which had
become a prosperous mining, lumbering, and trading centre),
the Rev. Murdoch continued his persuasive address, hoping
that public spiritedness would actuate the councillors:
The present building was erected over eighty
years ago and the warlike days it had seen
were handed down as an heirloom. They were
productive of dissention between two towns.
If you want to make yourselves achieve great
things you must bury the sentiments of
localism. Newcastle was the shiretown. It
is geographically situated to meet the requirements of the people from all parts of
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the county.... Don't try to make a new court
house out of the old one, but erect a building
that will be a credit to the county. (Applause). 15
As the meeting progressed, and as council opinion began to
shift towards the construction of a new court house at
Newcastle, the Chatham representative hastened to assure
them that "no sane man in Chatham would try to take the
court house from Newcastle and build it in Chatham".
Although many councillors were not anxious to increase
the county assessment or to incur debt, they agreed that it
would be foolish to place five thousand dollars on a building
that "might topple over at any time".17 It was possible to
issue bonds for 35 thousand dollars, to be repaid at a rate
of about one thousand dollars yearly, to pay for the new
court house. "Those who come after us have a right to share
in the cost of a building that will be for their use", stated
one councillor. 18 But since Northumberland County was at
that time free from bonded debt and was considered a rich
county, several councillors thought that the county should
build a new court house, and "pay for it like men". 19
The debate culminated in a close vote of 16 to 12, in
favour of constructing a court house. 20 Bonds of 35 thousand
dollars were issued to finance the building, and a committee
of three was appointed to obtain plans. Construction on
the court house was to be commenced as soon as possible.
The cost of the structure was to be no more than thirty-five
21
thousand dollars.
Following the decision to build a court house, the
committee visited Woodstock to look at the new Carleton
County Court House and registry office. They were impressed
"so favourably" that they recommended the erection of a
22
similar one in their own county. "" The committee prepared
sketches and presented them to architects for plans and
estimates. Of the three architects who responded,
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Leslie R. Fairn, of Aylesford, Nova Scotia, received the
23
contract.
Fairn was a well-known architect who had
designed many public buildings in Nova Scotia, including the
present county court houses at both Digby (1908-10) and
Kentville (1902-4), N.S. Apparently the final design of the
Northumberland County Court House was patterned after the
Digby court house (Figure 1 ) . 24
The architect was described at his death in 1971 as "one
of Canada's most outstanding architects and founder of the
oldest practicing architectural firm in the Maritimes." 25
Born in Waterville, Nova Scotia, l Fairn had apprenticed in
architecture with Edward Elliot (the architect of the Halifax
City Hall), of Halifax, in the late 19th century. In 1937,
he became the first architect in the Atlantic Provinces to be
elected a fellow of the Royal Architectural Institute of
Canada." Other buildings designed by Mr. Fairn are the
Monastery of the Good Shepherd in Halifax; 27 the Acadia
administration building, "which still varies as one of the
28
most beautiful college buildings in eastern Canada;
Brunswick
United Church, Truro; Highfield Street Baptist Church, Montcon;
Windsor and Springhill Presbyterian Churches; United Churches
at New Glasgow and Dartmouth, Nova Scotia; and five stations
29
at Liverpool and Lunenburg.
Of the five tenders received for the construction of the
building (not including heating), that of John MacDonald, of
Chatham, and Henry Ingram, from Newcastle, ($31,449) was
accepted. 30 Although the original plans showed four towers
of the same height at the four corners of the building, it
was decided to reduce the cost of the building by erecting
the two rear towers at only half the height. 31 As the work
progressed, the committee became concerned that the appearance of the reduced rear towers would tend to impair the
general appearance of the building. Upon the advice of the
architect and the local inspector of the court house, Thomas
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Power, the building committee decided to revert to the
original plan, at an additional cost of $386. 32
The council was becoming concerned over the additional
cost of the court house, above the 35 thousand dollars
appropriated. At their January meetings in 1913, they were
informed that the cost of the building would exceed the
original estimate by fifteen hundred dollars.33 This figure
included the inspector's salary which was four dollars per
day. Councillor Doyle, who had not originally been in favour
of a new court house and its attendant cost, suggested that
it would not be necessary to keep the inspector on. But
another councillor thought that, "for the sake of a few
dollars, it would be a pity to run the risk of spoiling the
building", so the inspector stayed. 34
The unexpected costs included an extra layer of dressed
stone for grading, instead of rough stone as planned; an
iron rather than wooden cornice as originally stipulated in
the plans; and iron, rather than wooden doors on the vaults
in the basement. Instead of a hot air heating system, the
architect's suggestion that steam heating be installed was
implemented. 35 Hagen & Co., Ltd., heating and plumbing
contractors from Amherst, N.S., installed a low pressure
3f
gravity steam heating system for $1,987.
The building was
completed in the summer of 1913.
The Northumberland County Court House stands on a
37
prominent hill, on the former site of the registry office.
In the neighbourhood are several other important public
buildings, e.g. St. Mary's Convent (which has since been torn
down, Figure 2) Harkins Academy, a church, and the gaol. Its
central location, accessibility, and elevated position are
typical features of other county court house sites in the
province. It is constructed of mostly rough-faced local
sandstone, and is simply detailed (Figure 3 ) .
The Miramichi area had several important sandstone
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quarries in this period. Under the name of Miramichi stone,
it was widely used in the Maritimes, Montreal, Toronto,
Hamilton, and other places.3 8 The Harkins Academy, in
Newcastle, for example, was constructed of Miramichi stone
from Adam Hill's quarry, near Newcastle. 39
Although the court house is simple in form, a sense of
weight and massiveness is achieved through its style and
construction material. A wide Romanesque arch distinguishes
the main entrance area over which is inscribed "Court House".
Above the entrance are a steeply pitched gable and a trio of
round-headed windows in the second storey, both of which
provide an additional accent to the central portion of the
building.
Four round towers at each corner stress its symmetry
and relieve the plain massive aspect of the building. Both
the corner turrets and gables emphasize the steeply pitched
hip-roof and give an impression of additional height to the
structure. Aside from its irregular roof line, the most
fanciful feature of the building is its textured iron roof,
which makes a pleasing contrast with the sandstone walls.
Unlike its
Court House was
public offices,
council chamber
was occupied by
is now vacant.

predecessor, the new Northumberland County
sufficiently large to provide space for more
vaults for the registry of deeds and the
(until 1930). One half of the ground floor
the assessment office until recently, and
A main central corridor formerly divided the

various ground floor offices which still include the registry
of deeds and vault (Figure 4 ) . 40
The second floor is reached by steps located to the left
of the main entrance (Figure 5 ) . These lead to the main floor
of the court room, as well as to the balcony. A long, wide
hall which provides access to the court room and various
offices runs along the front of the building. The court
room is situated at the centre of the second storey. In the
left section of the second storey (facing the building) are,
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from front to r e a r , the o f f i c e s of the j u d g e , county

clerk,

provincial

court

s e c r e t a r y , and an o f f i c e connected

to the

r o o m , for the judges of the c o u n t y and supreme c o u r t s .

On

the r i g h t hand side of the b u i l d i n g are the sheriff's o f f i c e ,
and a t the r e a r , c o n n e c t i n g w i t h the c o u r t r o o m , r o o m s
41
the b a r r i s t e r s and the jury.

for

T h e i m p r e s s i v e c o u r t room is lighted by w i n d o w s at
rear of the b u i l d i n g .

A balcony

is separated

room floor by an e l a b o r a t e w o o d e n r a i l i n g .
familiar

from the c o u r t

The balcony, a

f e a t u r e of the c h u r c h and t h e a t r e , is n o t

in N e w B r u n s w i c k c o u r t h o u s e s .

the

uncommon

The present Carleton

County

C o u r t H o u s e , b u i l t in 1909 a t W o o d s t o c k , a l s o h a s a b a l c o n y .
T h i s f e a t u r e s t r e s s e s the r o l e of the c o u n t y c o u r t h o u s e
s o m e w h a t of a c i v i c c h u r c h in the c o m m u n i t y , suggesting
the b u s i n e s s of the c o u r t s w a s of c o n s i d e r a b l e public
in m a n y c o m m u n i t i e s

in the p r o v i n c e , even a f t e r the

42

as
that

interest

19th

century.

A wooden railing with a gate extends the full width of
the court room, and separates the spectators on the ground
floor from the rest of the court. The judge's bench, which
faces the front of the building, is elevated and separated
from the court by a solid barrier of carved wood. A separate
entrance to the court house on the left side of the building
(facing the court house, Figure 3) was provided for the judge.
This enabled him to enter his chambers which connected to
the court room, by a direct, private route.43 The ceiling
of the court room is of elaborate design. At the junction
of the wall and ceiling is a rounded section of pressed
metal. This rises to a flat portion at the centre of the
ceiling, which features a patterned circle accentuated by
radiating wooden slats. 44
Alterations are reported to have been made in the early
1930s to accommodate the local welfare office. Later,
several provincial government offices took over the council
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chamber. 45 In 1957 more office space was required, resulting
in several additions and changes to the court house. The
building committee received a plan of proposed changes from
the architectural firm, Alward & Gillies, of Saint John. 46
It was decided that priority would be given to local contractors in awarding contracts for carrying out the renovations.
By 2 July 1957, plans for the renovations to the ground
floor of the court house had been received from the architects
and tenders were called for that week. 48 By 7 February 1958,
the renovations were so far advanced that the court house
offices, which had been vacated for the previous four months
were re-occupied. 49 The complete cost for the renovations
was somewhat in excess of $26,000. 50
The construction of the Northumberland County Court
House symbolizes a trend at the turn of the century to
consolidate all the county offices in one impressive structure.
The fact that Northumberland could afford it, albeit in some
instances reluctantly, is evidence of its prosperity, as is
the construction of the Gloucester County Court House at
Bathurst in 1902 (04134000100254). In fact, one of the
arguments in favour of the construction of the court house
51
at Newcastle was to provide a "mark of advanced civilization".
Unlike many other counties, both Northumberland and Gloucester
had the advantage of local sandstone and granite quarries to
provide their building material. These quarries were also
one of the sources of wealth which enabled them to replace
their old court houses with substantial and impressive
structures. Although more than 6 0 years old, the Northumberland
County Court House is in no way dilapidated, which is a
tribute to both its upkeep and solid design.

183

Endnotes:

1

"City Council Decides on the Erection of New Court
House", North Shore Leader (Newcastle), 26 Jan. 1912,
p. 2.

2

See "Northumberland County Court House (1829)"
(04116002600285).

3

"City Council Decides on the Erection of New Court
House", op. cit., p. 4.

4

"Northumberland Supreme Court", North Shore Leader,
3 Dec. 1911, p. 1.

5
6

Ibid., p. 1.
"City Council Decides on the Erection of New Court
House", op. cit., p. 2.
Ibid., pp. 2 & 4.
Ibid., p. 2.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid., p. 4.
Ibid.

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid., p. 2.
Ibid.
Ibid.
New Brunswick. Provincial Archives (hereafter cited as
PANB), RMU CNO (Northumberland County Council Minutes)
1/19, 18 Jan. 1912, p. 412. Although various sections
of the above minutes were examined by this reasearcher,
the study of the "Northumberland County Court House",

184

prepared in 1971 by Louise Banville for the Research and
Development Branch of the Historical Resources Administration, Fredericton, was an invaluable source of
information.
22

"Erection of the New Court House", North Shore Leader,
23 Feb. 1912, p. 1; "Councillors Like Woodstock Court
House", North Shore Leader, 1 Mar. 1912, p. 1. See
"Carleton County Court House (1909)".

23
24

NBPA, RMU, CNO, 1/19, 2 July 1912, p. 433.
Ibid., 1/21, 4 Feb. 1964, p. 662.

25

"Prominent architect dies at 96 years", Mail-Star
(Halifax), 14 Aug. 1971, p. 4.
H.B. Jefferson, "Leslie R. Fairn, F.R.A.I.C., F.R.S.A.,
The Distinguished Pioneer Architect of the Atlantic
Provinces," Maritime Advocate and Busy East, Vol. 44,
No. 4 (Dec. 1953), p. 6.

26

27
28

Ibid., p. 7.
Ibid., p. 8.

29
30

Ibid., p. 13.
NBPA, RMU, CNO, 1/19, 2 July 1912, p. 433.

31
32
33

Ibid., 23 Jan. 1913, p. 452.
Ibid.
"Northumberland County Council", North Shore Leader,
31 Jan. 1913, p. 2.

34
35
36
37
38

Ibid.
Ibid.
NBPA, RMU, CNO, 1/19, 23 Jan. 1913, p. 452.
Ibid., 2 July 1912, p. 433.
Canada. Department of Mines. Mines Branch, Report on
the Building and Ornamental Stones of Canada (Ottawa:
Government Printing Bureau, 1914), Vol. 2, p. 28.
Ibid., pp. 33-5.
Interview, Newcastle, New Brunswick, Mrs. D. Frost,
Registry Office, May 1977.

39
40
41

Ibid., Mrs. Taylor, Judge's Office, May 1977.

185

42

See "Carleton County Court House, 1909" (04106 0004 00687-689).

43

Interview, Newcastle, New Brunswick, Mrs. Taylor,
May 1977.

44
45

Ibid.
Ibid., Miramichi Historical Society, Correspondence with
Edith MacAllister, Corresponding Secretary, Dec. 1976.
NBPA, RMU, CNO, 1/22, 6 Feb. 1957, p. 393.
Ibid.
Ibid., 2 July 1957, p. 421.
Ibid., 7 Feb. 1958, p. 435.

46
47
48
49
50
51

Ibid.
"City Council Decides on the Erection of New Court
House", op. cit., p. 2.

186

Additional Sources Consulted:

Ganong, William
"A Monograph of
Transactions of
Vol. 10 (1904),

F.
the Origin of Settlement in New Brunswick".
the Royal Society of Canada, 2nd ser.,
Sect. 2, Ottawa.

Humphreys, Barbara A. and Meredith Sykes.
"The Buildings of Canada A Guide to pre-20th century styles
in houses, churches and other structures". Reprinted from
Explore Canada, Reader's Digest Association, Montreal, 1974.
MacNutt, W. S.
New Brunswick A History: 1784-1867.

MacMillan, Toronto, 1963.

New Brunswick. Provincial Archives.
Map Collection.
Photograph Collection.
North Shore Leader (Newcastle)
1911-13.
Wiffin, Marcus.
American Architecture Since 1780 A Guide to the Styles.
MIT Press, Cambridge, Mass., 197 6.
Wright, Esther Clark.
The Loyalists of New Brunswick.
Fredericton, 1955.

Published by the author,

h-1
00

Figure 1: Digby County Court House, 1977.
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Figure 2: Former St. Mary's Convent and Northumberland County Court House.
(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 3: Northumberland County Court House.

(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 4: Northumberland County Court House, ground floor plan, 1978.
Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)
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Figure 5: Northumberland County Court House, second floor plan, 1977.
Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)

(Department of
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Craftsmen (List Type)
(contractors)
Name and occupation of original owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Northumberland

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

County

Miramichi Heritage

Notable type of occupants:
M u n i c i p a l and j u d i c i a l o f f i c e s
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Trust

(1829-1974)

building use:

o r i g i n a l - G o v e r n m e n t a l : C o u r t House
present
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Major building material :
white pine (local)
Alterations:
General Nature
Architect
Builder
Date
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Restoration
1976-
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285 Campbell Street

Newcastle

Prior to its creation as a county in 1786, Northumberland had
been settled along the Miramichi by an early wave of Scottish
immigrants. Although the American Revolution brought Loyalist
settlers to the region, the development of the timber trade
encouraged an even larger immigration from Scotland and
Ireland in the first quarter of the 19th century.
Among these later settlers was William Murray, from
Scotland, who built the old Northumberland County Court
House at Newcastle in 1828-9. This is the earliest wooden
court house still standing in New Brunswick. The building
functioned as the county court house until 1914, when it
was considered out of date, was moved to a less prominent site
and was replaced by the present court house. The earlier
building is presently being restored by the Miramichi Heritage
Trust.
It was not until 1812 that the first Northumberland
court house was built. This structure burned in the Great
Miramichi Fire of 1825, and was replaced in 1828-9. An
examination of early county records for Northumberland
reveals the difficulty of financing the construction of
public buildings in a community recently settled, where most
of the settlers' resources were devoted to the construction
of basic accommodation and making a living. The history of
the court accommodations at Newcastle is typical of other
areas in the province. Similar well-documented examples are
the county courts of Kings and Charlotte.
Although it was intended that the court house for Northumberland should be located at the junction of the Southwest
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and Northwest Miramichi rivers, it was actually established
at Newcastle in 1791. Explains Esther Clark Wright:
...an enterprising lot owner further down the
river, on the north bank, contrived to have
the court house erected in that less convenient
location, where the town of Newcastle eventually
2
developed.
In 1790, a special session of the magistrates for Northumberland County was held at the house of James Fraser, Esq., in
Newcastle. Here, it was agreed to build a court house and
gaol at Beaubear's Point, in the Township of Newcastle,
3
"without delay".
The size and plan of the building was
decided upon, and tenders were advertised. A county
assessment of one hundred pounds was planned for the
construction of a combined court house and gaol, to measure
36 ft. by 24 ft. A one and a half storey structure was
contemplated, with the court room and county offices placed
over the gaol.
The magistrates were still in agreement that it was
"immediately necessary" to build a court house a year later.
The fact that only a hundred pounds was alloted for the
construction of the county building had evidently discouraged
contractors and builders. A temporary solution was found in
the proposal of Andrew Cheap and Robert Reid, partners of
Wishart & Co. They offered to dispose of lot no. 3, at
Newcastle, on the north side of the Miramichi River, with
the buildings and improvements thereon, for one hundred
pounds. The magistrates accepted. 5 A dwelling house on the
lot was converted into a court house, and one of the other
houses was temporarily used for a gaol.
Shortly after the purchase, the provincial secretary
asked the magistrates why they had not built the court house
and gaol on or near Beaubear's Point, as agreed, and whether
it was not better to build rather than to purchase.
The
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magistrates explained that the dwelling house was "well
suited for a court house", which could not have been built
for less than B150. Two stores on the property were available for the jury to retire to. As for the change of
location, they explained that Beaubear's Point was too high
for the inhabitants of the lower parts of the Miramichi to
7
conveniently attend the courts.
The magistrates soon discovered that the new accommodations were not so "well suited" as they had originally
contended. The dwelling house which they converted into a
court house was occupied by William Ledden, and he refused
Q

to move out of it.
That he remained there until at least
1812 is revealed by a warrant which was served against him
in that year for contemptuously destroying the order of the
sessions. He was ordered to "stop fiddling in their house
9
during the sitting of court" and fined ten pounds.
By 1811, the grand jury were earnestly renewing their
recommendation for the construction of a court house and
gaol.
An assessment of £352 was raised. Later that year,
a committee consisting of two representatives of the court
and five members of the grand jury was formed to meet with
an "able workman", to assist them in drawing a plan for the
new court house.
A local builder, Mr. Forbes, completed the wooden
structure in 1815, for B7 5.12 By this time, the court house
and gaol were housed in separate buildings, constructed
specifically for that purpose. The magistrates had learned
the disadvantages of purchasing, rather than building;
economy and convenience were not necessarily compatible.
While negotiations for the construction of a new gaol
and a house of correction were being carried out in 1825, 13
the Great Miramichi Fire occurred. Among the many buildings
destroyed were the ten-year-old court house and the gaol.
After renting space in various houses and hotels during the
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next two years, the justices of the peace petitioned the
legislature for authority to assess the inhabitants for a
thousand pounds to replace the county buildings. In view
of the "distress and poverty" occasioned by the disaster,
the magistrates requested a contribution from the "public
chest", in order to erect the buildings "upon a respectable
scale .
Because of the effects of the Great Fire, difficulties
were experienced in assessing certain parts of the county.
At the January session of 1828, the county clerk was consequently directed to notify certain tax collectors that unless
the amounts ordered for collection in their districts were
paid by the first day of the March session, proceedings would
be taken against them for "neglect of duty".
Estimates
were requested for the construction of a wooden gaol and a
brick or stone court house. The magistrates discovered that
if they built the court house of brick or stone, it would
16
cost £335 more than a wooden structure.
In view of the
recent disaster and an abundance of excellent lumber for
building, they chose to build the court house of wood.
Prior to 1825, wood had been in large supply in the
Miramichi area. White pine, of which the court house was
constructed, had been used in the early part of the 19th
century for spars and masts, or shipped to England as squared
timber. Many trees still stood after the Great Fire and
large quantities were cut and used for building. Louise
Manny observed that probably few districts had so much
perfect pine to use for panelling, doors, window sashes, and
finish, and that "no wood like it could be seen in the country
today". 17
The contractors for the court house and the gaol were
Gavin Rainnie and Shepherd Frost, who were both living in
18
Newcastle.
Frost, a builder and contractor, was a native
of New Hampshire, who had settled in Chatham and later moved
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to Newcastle. 19

The contractors received fcl2/12s for pre20

paring the plans and specifications for the county buildings.
For B745 they built and supplied the lumber for both the
21
court house and the gaol.
The former was completed late in
22
the summer of 1829.
Following the American colonial domestic form, the design
of the court house is careful and balanced. The two-storey
building with five bays is clapboarded and has a low pitched
roof. Decorative details, which emphasize the symmetry and
solidity of the modest wooden structure consist of corner
pilasters and a box cornice with plain frieze under the
eaves (Figure 1 ) . The building is constructed entirely of
white pine and stood on a granite foundation. The old Kent
County court house and gaol also constructed in 1829, follows
the same basic design as that of the former Northumberland
County Court House (Figure 4 ) . The Kent County building
however, has not survived.
On the ground storey, where the court room was located,
are larger windows (15 panes) than those in the storey above
(12 panes). The main entrance has been described as "an
23
architectural gem".
A semi-circular fanlight is situated
above double doors and the triangular pediment is supported
by engaged Tuscan columns which taper towards the top (Figure 2 ) .
Every bit of finish, the modillions with moulded
edges, the slender angled pilasters, the windowframes set off with moulding, the classical
detail of the door ornament, all form a subdued
24
and perfect embellishment to the whole.
The building is almost square, measuring 42 ft. long by
40 ft. wide. A large entrance hall beyond the main entrance,
which appears to have extended the full length of the
building, 25 led to the court room on the ground floor.
Although the court house was converted into apartments after
1914, an examination of the structure and the specifications
indicate that a large court room with an elaborate cornice
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was located to the rear of the building, on the right hand
side (facing the court house). To the left of a central
staircase, another large room, possibly used by the jury,
was located. It is speculated that the second floor contained
miscellaneous county offices, including that of the sheriff
and a "robing" room for the judge. 27
The specifications required the judge's bench to be
elevated, and to have steps up each side. Black birch hand
rails with turned bannisters and newels of the same wood
enclosed the bench area. Seats for the grand and petit
juries were "to ascend in succession a sufficient distance
to overlook [the court room] from rear to front". The whole
of the prisoners' box was to be raised and enclosed, with
turned newels, a square bannister, and a "neat hand rail".
The steps leading to the second storey were also to have
turned newels, square bannisters, and "neat hand rails" of
black birch. The court house was heated by 4 fireplaces,
two on each floor, located at each end of the building. 28
Much of the credit for the subtle appeal and stately
proportions of the court house belongs to the builder, a
29
"crochety little Scotch teetoller",
from Peebles-shire,
whose genius for design and ornament "made exquisite the
cottages and churches and public buildings in Miramichi a
hundred years ago".30 William Murray came to the Miramichi
before the Great Fire of 1825, and lived in Bushville. After
the fire he moved to Newcastle 31 where he designed a number
of prominent buildings, including St. James Church (constructed
in 1826 and still standing), the Judge Williston House
32
33
(1844),
and Murray's own home (1828, still standing).
Murray is also reported to have built St. Paul's, in
Bushville (c. 1825), St. Peter's, Bartibog (constructed in
1853), and the home of Mr. Samuel, a Jewish merchant and of
34
financier Joseph Cunard, in Chatham.
Murray has been described as an "erascible and stubborn"
man who annoyed his fellow workmen by insisting on perfection.
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The construction of the Northumberland County Court House is
a case in point:
When he worked on the old Court House and
someone suggested a change in the stairway,
he flung down his tools and went home, not
to return until he was assured that he could
build the stairs any way he liked and no one
would offer further advice. 35
Architect Frank Nobbs described the court house as expressive
of a dignity of simplicity of form, rather than "unwarrantable
complexity".
The old Northumberland County Court House is considered
to be an excellent example of Murray's style. Although one
writer has complained of its simplicity, 37 another describes
this element as one of its major assets and as the builder's
trademark :
Murray's houses and churches, his County Court
House, all excell in the careful use of wellproportioned ornament. The buildings themselves
are of the utmost simplicity in design, always
with a roof very low in pitch, and have a kind
of understatement that gives them a subtle and
appealing charm. 38
In 1880, plans were prepared by W. P. Clarke for
renovations to the court house (Figure 3 ) .39 The choice of
Clarke, a prominent Saint John architect, emphasizes the
importance of this building to the community, and a willingness
on the part of the county to employ the services of a major
provincial architect. Clarke had formed a partnership with
.
. 4 0
another prominent Saint John architect, D.E. Dunham in 1877.
Together they designed a large number of buildings in Saint
John during the building boom following Saint John's Great
Fire of 1877, including many residences and the large
Commercial Block on the corner of King and Canterbury
x. 41
streets.
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Whether Clarke's recommendations were ever executed is
doubtful, for by the late 19th century many complaints were
voiced concerning the inadequacy of the structure and the
poor impression it gave of the county. 42 After an extended
debate, it was decided that it would be "foolishness" to
invest five thousand dollars in repairs to a building that
"might topple over at any time".43 In 1912 it was decided
44
to replace the old court house.
When the present Northumberland County Court House was completed in 1914 (041160015
00562), the old court house was sold, moved to its present
location, and converted into apartments. The building is
presently owned by the Miramichi Heritage Trust and is being
restored.
Stewart Smith, professor of art history at the University
of New Brunswick, recently referred to Murray as representative
of a group of Scots immigrants of the first quarter of the
19th century among whom were the best furniture makers in
the province (e.g. Nisbet and Lawrence), and whose works are
renowned throughout North America. 45 The old Northumberland
County Court House stands as a tribute to an exemplary member
of this group. Louise Manny wrote in 1945: "It hardly seems
possible that a rustic builder could have achieved such a
masterpiece of design - but there it is". 46
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Figure 1: Former Northumberland County Court House (constructed 182 9).
(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 2 : Former Northumberland County Court House (constructed
1829). Main entrance. (Provincial Archives,
New Brunswick.)

O
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Figure 3: Former Northumberland County Court House, W.P. Clarke's plan for court room,
1880. (Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)
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Figure 4: Richibu'cto Court House and Gaol, elevation, 1829.
New Brunswick.)

(Provincial Archives,
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Building Information
Date of Construction:
Architect:
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Craftsmen (List Type)

1900-02
R.C. J o h n Dunn

Name and occupation of original owner: G l o u c e s t e r County
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: P r o v i n c e of New Brunswick
(1966)
Notable type of occupants:

M u n i c i p a l and j u d i c i a l

offices

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

original

Major building SïfreTrlSf:
... ...
Alterations:
General Nature
l e f t wing a d d i t i o n

- G o v e r n m e n t a l : c o u r t h o u s e , g a o l and r e g i s t r y
office
.
" G o v e r n m e n t a l : c o u r t h o u s e and r e g i s t r y o f f i c e
granite (quarried locally)
^
Date
Architect
Builder
1972
Ray, r e p l a c e d by
Connolly's
Steeves

Comments: The structure was designed by the well-known R.C. John Dunn,
from Saint John, and it strongly resembles the Departmental Building
in Fredericton, also designed by Dunn, in 1888. Its design
represents the late 19th century trend in the Maritimes to
consolidate all the county offices in one large, fire proof building.
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254 St. Patrick Street

Bathurst

Throughout the 19th century, Gloucester County's shiretown,
Bathurst, which was located at the mouth of the Nepisiquit
River, served as a port for many of the communities in the
northern part of the province. The development of extensive
lumbering and mining operations in the area encouraged
immigration to Bathurst, and by the turn of the century the
town was a busy commercial centre.
Bathurst's commercial prosperity in the early 20th
century was expressed in a substantial new county court house,
constructed in 1900-02, as well as in the selection of the
well-known architect from Saint John, R. C. John Dunn, who
designed it. The previous court house, the architect of which
is unknown, was a three-storey rectangular building, measuring
86 ft. by 48 ft.
A gaol, 51 ft. by 36 ft., extended from the
rear. The ground storey of the court house contained the
offices of the registrar of deeds, secretary treasurer, clerk
of the peace, and sheriff. Vaults for the safe-keeping of
records, the grand jury room, probate office, and a committee
room for the county council were also located on the ground
floor. A main corridor extending down the length of the
building divided the offices (Figure 1 ) . The second floor
consisted of a large court room, a judge's room and a barristers'
room, and another office for the sheriff (Figure 2 ) . Aside
from a main central entrance, the court room could be entered
directly by a stairway leading from an entrance on the right
side of the building (facing the court house) to the second
floor.
In c. 1880, plans for a heating system were drawn for
2
the Bathurst court house by R. C. John Dunn.
Since several
county councillors were recommending the construction of a
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more commodious and comfortable court house and gaol in the
eighties, the heating plans for the old court house may have
been shelved. 3 Although the court facilities and administrative
offices had become inadequate for the requirements of the
county's increasing population by that time, county councillors
representing the lower parts of Gloucester were not anxious
to endure the expense of building a new court house and gaol
at Bathurst. These councillors continued to veto motions to
4
build a new court house until the turn of the century.
In 1886, an act of the provincial legislature had
authorized the county council to assess the county for
$2,500. in order to construct a new building for the county
offices.
Disagreement among the councillors continued, and
it was not until 1892 that the council was authorized by the
legislature to make a further assessment of $25,000., either
for the erection of a new court house and gaol, or for
repairs to the old buildings.
Construction on the new
buildings did not begin, however, for the next eight years.
Unanimous agreement to issue debentures for the construction of the county buildings was finally reached in
1900. By the January session of the county council in that
year the replacement of the old court house had become an
undeniable necessity:
The Councillors from the lower ends of the County
have vetoed the motion to build a new Court House
from year to year, but one day during the session
last week some of the plaster fell down on them
and the old building showed signs of settling so
they packed up their papers and left in a quick
march to the CMBA Hall where they finished the
business.
The architect chosen to build both the court house and
gaol was R. C. John Dunn who had been professionally trained
in Europe and the United States in the mid-19th century. Dunn
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had returned to Saint John in c. 1875 and set up a business
there. During the building boom in that city following the
Great Fire of 1877 he had formed a brief partnership with
p

W. Morgan Smith.
Smith and Dunn prepared plans for a variety
of buildings in the year following the fire, including a
9
ferry building on Johnson's Wharf, various dwellings, a
substantial commercial block on the corner of King and Canterbury Streets,
and a police station on King Street East.
Dunn continued to design buildings throughout the province
12
after the dissolution of his partnership with Smith in 1878.
He prepared plans for the drill shed and Armories on Barrack
Square in Saint John in 1878,13 the Departmental Building in
Fredericton (Figure 3) in 1888, and a public school building
in Chatham, which was completed by c. 1903. Upon his death
in 1903, Dunn was described as the "best known architect in
New Brunswick". 14
The Bathurst court house was built of granite, quarried
locally by Mr. Edward Connolly. 15 The more prominent
structures built in Bathurst at the turn of the century,
e.g. the Roman Catholic Church, convent, school, and presbytry, the Victoria Bridge over the Nepisiquit River, and
the Gloucester County Court House, were built of granite from
this quarry.
Located at the south end of Bathurst, the court house
stands apart from the surrounding buildings, on a knoll,
giving the structure a visual prominence in relation to the
community. The town hall is just two blocks away, and
several schools occupy the neighbourhood. In its construction
material, style and trim, the Gloucester County Court House
strongly resembles the Departmental Building in Fredericton
which Dunn had designed to accommodate the offices of the
provincial government, about ten years earlier (Figure 3 ) .
A symmetrical, solid 2| storey building with a medium
pitched hip roof, the court house exhibits characteristics of
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the Romanesque Revival style (Figure 4 ) .17 Hood moulds and
sills of sandstone, which decorate the round-headed windows
and doors enliven the otherwise severe aspect of the roughfaced grey granite exterior. Recessed columns were placed on
either side of the main entrance, and the side door which
leads to the court room on the second floor.
Although the new structure was larger, the interior
layout of the court house is similar to that of its predecessor. Six administrative offices, including that of the
registrar of deeds, were located on the ground floor and
divided by a main corridor. Above is a large court room which
has high ceilings and is well lighted by tall windows. Several
smaller offices were located in the second storey, and on the
floor above. In contrast, the gaol, which extends from the
rear of the court house, is divided into three stories, with
lower ceilings. The formal dignity associated with the
administration of justice, as expressed in the high ceilings
of the court room was not required for the cells of the gaol.
Consequently, the gaol had more floor space, if less dignity.
Additional funds were required to complete the new county
buildings in 1901. Accordingly, the provincial legislature
authorized the municipality to issue debentures for $7,000.
18
for that purpose.
By January of 1902, the court house was
19
occupied.
The first use of the building by the courts was
during the March session of the Gloucester circuit court in
1902. In his address, His Honour Judge McLeod formally opened
the "splendid" court house, and offered congratulations to
both the county and the grand jury. "Gloucester now has
the credit of having the best Court House in the province",
he claimed. His Honour declared that the new court house
had been erected "for your children and grandchildren", and
that the substantial structure had been built not "for a day,
but for all time". 20
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The first storey of the Gloucester County Court House
currently contains the offices of the sheriff, Crown
prosecutor, registrar of deeds, and the Red Cross. The
court room is still located on the second floor, on the
right side of the court house (facing the building). Few
changes have been made to the court room. Miscellaneous
offices are also located on the second floor of the old
court house, including those of the provincial court, clerk
of the county and supreme courts, judges, secretaries, and
investigations. The third storey contains one office, and
21
Supply and Services occupy an office in the basement.
The need for additional space led to the construction
of a new court house in 1972. An architect from Moncton,
Mr. Ray, prepared plans for the structure and was later replaced by another Moncton architect, Mr. Steeves. Connolly's
22
of Bathurst, were the general contractors.
The new court
house adjoined the old building and was connected to it by
a corridor on the second floor (Figure 5 ) . Constructed of
rough-faced granite, it was carefully designed to match the
style of the older court house.
On the ground floor of the new building are municipal
offices and offices for revenue and social services. The
second storey contains offices for a driver-examiner, and
additional social services offices. A court room on the
third floor is used for the family court, as well as the
provincial court, particularly when the old court room is
occupied by the circuit court. A lawyers' library is also
located on the third floor, as are offices for the Departments
of Labour and Health.
Although constructed later than many of the county court
houses which are extant in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia,
the Gloucester County Court House adheres to many of the
traditions commonly associated with earlier court houses.
It remains visually prominent with regard to its physical
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setting, substantial construction and formal design. Although additional office space was required in 1972, the
county retained the old court house and merely joined the
new facilities to the old building. A unified impression
was created by careful imitation of the decorative detail
and construction material of the earlier building. In its
present version, the complex continues to function as the
administrative centre for the municipality.
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Figure 1: Previous Gloucester County Court House, interior
layout, ground floor, c. 1880. (Provincial Archives,
New Brunswick.)
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Figure 2: Previous Gloucester County Court House, interior
layout, second floor, c. 1880. (Provincial Archives,
New Brunswick.)

OJ

Figure 3: Department Building, Fredericton, 1977.

(CIHB, C.A. Hale.)

Figure 4: Present Gloucester County Court House, c. 1903.
New Brunswick.)

(Provincial Archives,
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Figure 5: Present Gloucester County Court House, with addition, 1977.

(CIHB, Marcel Durand.)
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Court Street

Upper Woodstock

In 1832, when Carleton County was created, Woodstock
was chosen for its shiretown. At that time Woodstock consisted
of three communities, Upper Woodstock, the Village at the
Creek, and Lower Woodstock. A rivalry immediately arose
between Upper Woodstock and the Creek Village, each of which
hoped to be designated as the new county's shiretown.
Economic and cultural benefits were expected to accompany
shiretown status; consequently, it was eagerly sought by
many communities throughout the province's history.
The
debate over the location of the shiretown, and hence the
county buildings, dominated the history of the Carleton
County Court House for almost a century. Upper Woodstock's
efforts in the scramble to acquire the title earned it the
2
nickname "Hardscrabble" which it still bears.
Although the
conflict was initially resolved in favour of Upper Woodstock,
subsequent events led to the transfer of the shiretown to
the town of Woodstock (formerly the Creek Village) by 1909.
The old Carleton County Court House is being restored to its
1866 version by the Carleton County Historical Society and
currently functions as a museum.
When Richard Ketchum, a member of the provincial
legislature, and a man of property and influence, donated
six acres of land at Upper Woodstock for the county buildings,
the county council accepted and made Upper Woodstock the
3
shiretown.
Construction on the court house began in 1833.
Although the original plans of the building (Figures 1, 2 & 3)
have survived, their authorship is unknown. The court house
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4
was functional by the end of 1834, but the interior was not
5
completed until two years later.
The first explicit
mention of the use of the court house by the court of
general sessions of the peace was in January 1835.
Designed in the Georgian tradition, the court house was
almost square and consisted of two stories with a low hipped
roof (Figure 1 ) . Symmetry of design was expressed in the
balanced placement of the rectangular windows and a central
doorway accentuated by a semi-circular transom. A portico
supported by Tuscan columns projected from the main entrance.
This gave the otherwise modest building the impression of a
temple, an appropriate effect for the highest court of the
county.
The plain clapboard exterior was enhanced by prominent,
decorative quoins at the corners of the structure and
radiating keystone voussoirs, also of wood, above the
windows. The translation into wood of this masonry detail
reveals an effort to create a sense of structural solidity
and massiveness within the limitations of size and construction
material. The Sunbury County Court House at Burton, New
Brunswick, (04000300000060) , constructed around the same
time, demonstrates a similar use of this structural detail.
Although lumber was abundant and cheap, a sense of the
monumental which would distinguish the court house from
other buildings was required for the courts of law. A
convenient solution was found in the use of masonry detail,
the columned portico and the prominent, elevated site.
As in the old Northumberland County Court House, another
7
two-storey structure built in 1828-29, the court room of
the old Carleton County Court House was placed on the ground
floor, while various county offices occupied the second
storey (Figures 2 & 3 ) . On the ground floor (Figure 2) an
entrance hall extended across the front of the building.
Steps to the right (facing the court house) at the end of
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the hall led to the upper storey. Two small robing rooms
were located along the right hand side of the ground floor,
one for the barristers and another with a direct and private
entrance to the court room for the judge.
A spacious court room occupied the rest of the first
floor and faced the left side of the building. At the upper
end of the court room (Figure 2) the judge's bench was located,
with a clerk's desk directly in front. The petit and grand
jury boxes were placed on either side of the room. It was
initially intended to place the sheriff's seat at the far
end of the petit jury box, but in 1835, it was moved to the
other side of the room and replaced by the coroner's box.
The prisoner's box was centrally located, facing the judge
and in front of the spectators' section at the far end of
the room.
A central corridor stretching from front to rear divided
the offices on the second floor (Figure 3). Five offices were
located in this storey, two on the right hand side and three
on the left. The grand jury room was placed at the front of
the building, on the left side. On the same side, in the
rear, was the petit jury room.
o

Like many early court houses in New Brunswick, the
old Carleton County Court House hosted numerous events of
local, county, and provincial importance. From 1832-52, the
meetings of the general sessions of the peace were held
there. Discussions which took place in the court house in
9
the early 1850s led to the decision of the people of the
county to become incorporated as a municipality. Carleton
was the first county in the province to take this step, and
the first county council in New Brunswick met at the old
court house on the 20 May 1852.
In the same year, an
agricultural exhibition was held there. Fruits and vegetables
were displayed in the building, while cattle and other
exhibits were shown on the extensive grounds. Annual
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agricultural fairs continued to take place at the court
house until at least 1862.
Since its construction, the
old Carleton County Court House served not only as the seat
of justice and county administration, but as a stagecoach
stop, the scene of political rallies and debates, band
12
13
concerts
and as a place for governors' levees and reviews.
The presence of the court house at Upper Woodstock
continued to rankle among factious elements within the
county throughout the 19th century. In the early 1840s a
resolution was passed to build an office for the registry of
deeds and the county clerk. Unanimity within the council
stopped there; those from Upper Woodstock proposed that it
be built on the spacious court house grounds, while others
recommended that it be built near the Village at the Creek.
A protracted debate ensued and the decision was postponed
until 1849 when the Creek Village finally acquired a county
14
building.
This victory for the Creek Village was the
beginning of the gradual progression of the county buildings
to what became the Town of Woodstock. One historian commented
that,
From the time the County first acquired a
building in "town" until the building of the
present Courthouse in 1909, there was hardly
a session of Council when someone didn't move
that the meetings should be held at the Creek,
only to be bitterly opposed by the exponents
of the Corner [Upper Woodstock] site.
When the gaol at Upper Woodstock burned in December,
1857, its removal to the "town" site was also discussed.
Ken Homer wrote that "literally hundreds of hours were spent
16
in argument about it".
One councillor reasoned that
It would be,..., degrading to the heirs of
Col. Ketchum who so generously bestowed it
to have this place, six acres of beautiful,
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fertile land thrown away for a little contracted plot
in the Creek Village. 17
A wooden gaol was finally built on the old site, next to the
court house.
In 1865 the council considered the renovation and
enlargement of the court house. The traditional argument
over its location resurfaced. The local press contained
detailed reports of the debate over the building's fate.
Few councillors denied that a new court room was needed, and
most agreed that the people of the county were willing to
incur the expense required for a "respectable building".
But Councillor Kilburn suggested that it was "a matter of
serious consideration" 18 whether it would not be better to
have a new court house, to be built of stone or brick,
rather than to repair the old one. Mr. Ahern, a councillor
from the Town of Woodstock, agreed with Kilburn and advocated
the construction of a new court house on the "town" site:
...the policy of patching up an old garment with
new cloth, which would tend to make the old
worse, was not a good one. If repairs were
commenced new faults would be continually discovered. If a new house was built [at Upper
Woodstock] there would be a large gaol needed
for the defaulting tax payers, who would be
19
unable to meet the additional assessment.
Councillor Thompkins said that the county was sufficiently
prosperous to construct a new building which would be "a
20
credit to the County and a source of pleasure to strangers".
Nevertheless, the councillors eventually decided to enlarge
and refurnish the building for a relatively minor expenditure
of two thousand dollars. Mr. H. Stoddard prepared the
21
plans
and Mr. L.R. Harding was hired as contractor, for
22
$1,780.
The renovations were completed by the end of the
23
summer of 1866.
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The court house was lengthened by 20 feet and the roof
line was consequently altered (Figures 8 & 9 ) . To retain the
building's symmetry, the door and windows were rearranged.
A chamber for the judge, measuring 14 ft. by 15 ft., was
added to the north end (right hand side, facing the building)
(Figure 9 ) . This addition provided a separate entrance to the
court house for the judge, as well as direct access to the
court room itself.
Aside from the dramatic alteration of the exterior,
major changes were also made to the internal arrangements.
The new court room, which remained on the ground floor was
enlarged to measure 40 ft. by 52 ft. A set of stairs at
the south end of the building led to a balcony which seated
250-300 people and extended across three sides of the court
room (Figures 10 & 11). The gallery section supported by
light turned pillars (Figures 12 & 13), was separated from the
24
main court room by an elaborate wooden railing. * The
balcony, which emphasizes the importance of spectator interest
in the administration of county justice as well as the other
activities which took place in the court house, was a common
25
feature in many New Brunswick court houses.
On both the
ground floor and second storey of the Carleton County Court
House a hall extended the full width of the building (between
the two windows to the left of the main entrance, see Figure
8). Access was had to jury rooms by the hall on the ground
floor, and miscellaneous county offices were situated
directly above.
Mr. H. Stoddard had served as both architect and
inspector of the renovations. The head carpenter was David
Trecartin and W. T. Ganong and P. M'Canna did the masonry.
Mr. J.W. Boyer was in charge of the painting, and the new
furniture, including chairs and settees, was made by Jacob
VanWart. 27
The circuit court for the county opened in September
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18 66, with His Honour Judge Wilmot presiding. In honour of
the opening of the new court room, two flags, the Union Jack
and St. George's Cross, were displayed in the front of the
building. Judge Wilmot thanked the county authorities for
providing such comfortable accommodations for the administration
of justice:
From being in the very rear in these particulars,
its Court House having heretofore been entirely
unfit for its purpose, Carleton has, in accordance
with the character for a spirit of progress for
which has become eminent, stepped into the very
front ranks, and has now a Court House and
28
appointments surpassed by none in the Province....
In 1898, the council decided to repair the dilapidated
gaol at Upper Woodstock. A scramble for the court house
again erupted. Two councillors from the Town of Woodstock
moved an amendment that the council appoint a committee of
three to have plans and specifications prepared and to
obtain estimates for the construction of a court house and
gaol at Woodstock. The amendment was lost when the warden
voted against it, — to break a tied vote. At a later meeting
the councillors approved, by a vote of 14 to 11, the Town of
Woodstock's offer to contribute one thousand dollars to
build the gaol in town. While petitions were being presented
against the gaol going to "town", contracts were let and
construction began. Opponents sought and gained an injunction
which halted the erection of the gaol during the legal
battle. When the supreme court upheld the claims of those
who considered the transfer illegal, the work on the new
gaol was abandoned and the council approved an expenditure
29
of one thousand dollars to repair the old gaol.
The respite was short-lived, for in May 1901 the gaol
burned down. After a lively discussion, and "with the
narrowest of majorities, it was arranged for the Creek to
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get the gaol".
With two of the county buildings now
located in the Town of Woodstock it was only a question of
time before the court house was also relocated. Between
1906 and 1909, the change of shiretown and the removal of
the court house was a continual subject of debate. 31 In
January of 1909, plans and specifications were ordered to be
obtained for a court house to be erected on the county lot
32
in Woodstock,
and so the long battle ended.
The old court house at Upper Woodstock and the land on
which it stood was sold in January 1911 to Byron A. Robinson
for $803.50. Since Robinson used the building to house
livestock, he made a great many changes (Figures 4, 5, 6, &
7 ) . Two windows in the south end were replaced by barn
doors. A large section of the west wall was removed to
provide access to the barn floor. The balconies, posts,
railings, judge's bench and jury platform were also removed,
and the ceiling of the court room was torn out. 33
The court house was subsequently bought by Tom Hayden,
a horse trader from Upper Woodstock, who also used it for a
barn. The last resident of the old court house was a "very
intelligent and talented" mare named Queenie:
Queenie always walked with an air of dignity
in keeping with the stately proportions of
her Court House home. 34
The Carleton County Historical Society purchased the
grounds and the building in 1962 and began restoring it with
the consultation services of Peter John Stokes, restoration
architect of Niagara-on-the-lake. The restoration is being
conducted "with fidelity to the highest standards of restoration practices".35 Throughout its history the former
Carleton County Court House played a major role in the
county's history. When the new court house (041060004006879) was built it was agreed by the councillors to confine its
3 ft

function to legal and municipal matters only.

The replace-
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ment of the old court house signalled the end of an important
tradition in which the structure served as the heart of the
community. With its location a persistant source of intense
debate within the county council from 1832 to 1909, and as a
centre of community activity in the 19th century, the old
court house remains an important symbol of the early history
of Carleton County.
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Figure 1: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock,
front elevation, 1833. (Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)

Figure 2: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock, plan of ground floor, 1833.
Shows entrance passage (1), court room (2), judge's bench (3), clerk's desk (4), grand
jury box (5), petit jury box (6), sheriff's seat (7), prisoner's dock (8), table (9),
audience (10), judge's robing room (11), barristers' room (12), portico (13). (Provincial
Archives, New Brunswick.)

tu

Figure 3: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock, plan of second floor,
1833. Shows staircase landing (A), corridor (B), grand jury room (C), petit
jury room (D), offices (E, F, G ) . (Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)

it»

Figure 4: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock,
1960s, façade. (Carleton County Historical Society.)

it»

Figure 5: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock,
1960s, rear view. (Carleton County Historical Society.)

Figure 6: Former Carleton County Court House, 1960s, south-west corner
of court room. (Carleton County Historical Society.)

Figure 7: Former Carleton County Court House, 1960s, south-east
corner of court room. (Carleton County Historical Society.)

CO

Figure 8: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock,
1975. (David Myles, Carleton County Historical Society.)

Figure 9: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock,
1975. (David Myles, Carleton County Historical Society.)

o

Figure 10: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock, view from
balcony, 1975. (David Myles, Carleton County Historical Society.)
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Figure 11: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock, balcony,
1975. (David Myles, Carleton County Historical Society.)
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Figure 12: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper
Woodstock, detail of pillars supporting balcony, 1975.
(David Myles, Carleton County Historical Society.)
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Figure 13: Former Carleton County Court House, Upper Woodstock, view of judge's
bench from balcony, 1975. (David Myles, Carleton County Historical Society.)
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Main Road

Hampton

Kings County was created in 1786, with Kingston as its
shiretown. Located at the head of an inlet near the foot
of the Belleisle, Kingston had been considered an attractive
site by the Connecticut Loyalists who settled there in 1783.
The advent of the railway was to create a dramatic shift in
the economies of many communities in the mid-19th century,
and Kingston was no exception. In 18 60, the European and
North American Railway which connected Saint John to Shediac
was completed. Ten years later, the shiretown of Kings
County was moved to Hampton, where a railway station had
been established.
The history of the Kings County Court House is a well
documented example of the typical county court accommodations
in early New Brunswick. At Kingston, financial considerations
led to the purchase of a house owned by Patrick Rogers, on
the bank of the Kennebecasis River, for the accommodation of
both a gaol and a court house in the 1780s.
The inhabitants
of the county soon found themselves in "embarrassed circumstances", being "unable to contribute the sum necessary to
2
defray the purchase" of the building.
The county magistrates petitioned the legislature for
financial assistance in 1789. They appear to have met with
little success, for two years later the imposition of a tax
to pay for the court house and gaol had caused "so much
uneasiness and discontent" among the county residents that
3
"many families [had] quitted the same on that account".
Colonel David Fanning, of Kings County, petitioned the
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provincial legislature for funds to finance the court house
and gaol, expressing his belief that "unless some method is
adopted to allay the present uneasiness the County will be
4
yet further depopulated".
The financial predicament of the Kings County residents
in this period is understandable, considering the county's
recent settlement and the accompanying expense of largescale residential construction. Nevertheless, the purchase
of a house, already erected, for the combined accommodation
of the court house and gaol, was at the time the most
economical solution. The same choice was made by Northumberland County, New Brunswick, in the early 1790s, prior to the
erection in Newcastle of a county court house.5
When this early building was destroyed by fire in 1807,
a new building for the gaol and court house was constructed
on a more appropriate and accessible site. Although the
inhabitants of the county objected to the "vast additional
expense" of relocating the court house and gaol on the public
square at the centre of Kingston, the move was made. Since
financial restraint was still an important consideration, the
7
court house and gaol were again combined in a single building.
Charlotte County, N.B., also maintained the court house and
gaol in one building until the 1830s, when a separate gaol
p

was constructed at St. Andrews.
At Kingston, in 1807, a sturdy wooden building of
Georgian proportions was constructed. County offices and a
court room were located on the first floor, with a two-room
gaol beneath.9 The site was prominent and central; its
proximity to the main highway made it accessible and convenient for those having business there. Trinity Church,
the religious centre of the community, also bordered on the
square, and faced the court house. The church rectory was
nearby. Like most early buildings in the province, all
three prominent buildings were constructed of local lumber.
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In 1840, the justices of the peace for Kings County
were authorized by the provincial legislature to make an
assessment for no more than L500 to build a gaol.
The
earlier structure had become "insufficient and unfit" for
the purposes of the gaol, and it was considered "expedient
and necessary" to build a gaol "separate and apart"
from
the court house. The new gaol building was constructed of
granite which may have been brought from the Spoon Island
quarry near Hampstead, N.B. 12
The association between the court house and gaol
accommodations at Kingston culminated in their physical separation into two buildings by 1840. When the shiretown was
moved to Hampton in 187 0, one of the advantages of this
separation became particularly evident. In terms of
architectural symbolism, the new court house, which was to
house only the courts and municipal offices, could be a
spacious, dignified and impressive building, which corresponded
to its function. The gaol, on the other hand, was merely
moved from Kingston to Hampton to save expenses, and the
emphasis in its design was impenetrability, as defined by
function, hence the enormous granite blocks which form its
walls.
On the 13 June 1870, a special session was held at the
county court house at Kingston, for the purpose of carrying
out an Act of Assembly entitled, "An Act to remove the Shire
Town of Kings County to a more convenient Locality". 13 A
committee of thirteen, one from each parish, was formed to
examine various plots of ground for the public buildings at
what was then known as Ossekeag, including one site selected
by the lieutenant-governor. 14
In July, the committee made known its preference for the
location of the court house and gaol at Ossekeag. Upon
examination of the lot suggested by the lieutenant-governor,
they had "found it on an eminence overlooking the Village".
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However, the lot had "an extensive morass which [would] entail
expensive drainage operations before the foundation of a
building could be commenced". The approach to the site was
a steep hill and the exposure was "very bleak and open to
the North and West Winds."15
All the sites examined by the committee had in common
the presence of a knoll or hill, and extensive grounds, which
would visually emphasize the court house. The proposed sites
were also judged according to accessibility. Two lots owned
by Charles Everitt, a local inhabitant, were investigated.
One lot fronted to the extent of 220 feet on the main road
leading from Saint John to the Ossekeag (Hampton) station.
The site afforded "a fine view of the Village, ample room
for the necessary buildings and a dry gravelly bottom".
The second lot owned by Everitt was the committee * s initial
choice for the relocated court house and gaol. It lay to
the west of the railway, but alongside of it, and immediately
contiguous to the station. It was approached by a wide street
leading directly to it "together with two other approaches
one leading past Barne * s Store and the other a reserved
street leading along the Ossekeag Creek". The land formed
"...a gentle knoll free from stones perfectly
dry, very unbroken as regards surface and its
immediate vicinity to the station buildings
and ample space are such that [the committee
felt] perfectly justified in recommending it
as in all respects the most judicious site
whereon to erect the County Buildxngs".17
Several weeks later the committee reconsidered their
selection, upon the discovery of a creek on the property
which had been hidden by the railway buildings.18 The lot
owned by the federal government was finally chosen. It was
considered very appropriate in all respects but the committee
had originally expected some delay and difficulty in obtaining
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possession of it, which would have entailed a postponement in
the erection of the county buildings.19 When it was found
that the property would never be needed for railway purposes,
and that negotiations could be simple and faster than
previously thought, the Dominion lot was chosen. 20 It was
21
described as offering an even more "accessible position"
than the committee's earlier selection. The lot contained
about two acres bounded by the street leading to the station
and the railway. It consisted of a knoll admitting of good
drainage, and had a dry gravelly bottom. 22
For the design of the new county buildings, the same
committee of thirteen parish representatives chose the plans
of J.T.C. McKean, of the firm of Mahood and McKean,
23
prominent Saint John architects.
That the Kings County
Council should request plans from McKean emphasizes the
importance of the court house to the county, both in terms
of its durability and the county's desire for an impressive
structure. McKean had been working as an architect in Saint
24
John since at least 1862.
During the building boom in
Saint John after the Great Fire of 1877, J.T.C. McKean formed
a partnership with G. Ernest Fairweather and it was this
firm which received the lion's share of contracts for
designing buildings in that period, e.g., St. Paul's Valley
25
Church,
the City Building on Prince William Street in
2 fi
Saint John,
the Protestant Orphan Asylum on Brittain
27
Street,
the impressive Insurance Block, owned by Robert
Marshall, on the corner of Market Square and Prince William
Street, 28 the Masonic Temple, Germain Street, the working
drawings of the Customs House and Savings Bank from designs
29
received from the Department of Public Works in Ottawa,
to
mention a few.
The court house was to be of brick and the gaol of stone,
like its predecessor. The former was estimated by the
architect to cost twelve thousand dollars and the gaol ten
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thousand dollars.

The buildings were both "larger and

afford[ed] much more accommodation than the present ones
30
but not more than the requirements of the County demand".
A committee of five was appointed to remodel McKean's plan,
to purchase the land, and to advertise for tenders for the
construction of the county buildings.31 Subsequent
discussion within the committee concerning the court house
designs led to the adoption of McKean's plan of the exterior.
The architect was instructed to "remodel the plans with
respect to the situation of the rooms to be used by the
county officials and also to alter the dimensions of certain
other apartments to be used as jury rooms, etc." 32
The plans for the gaol were reconsidered in terms of
cost:
"...grave doubts arose in our minds whether the
design for the Gaol was not much larger than we
needed and whether a building of such appearance
could possibly be built for $10,000." 33
After discussing the matter of the gaol, the committee
recommended that "the present Building be taken down and
rebuilt." 34 An examination of the gaols at Saint John,
Dorchester, and at Amherst was made and the committee concluded that the plan of the gaol located at Kingston was
better than the others they had seen. Since the estimates
for both buildings exceeded the sum named in the act of
assembly and "knowing that the actual costs frequently
exceed the estimates", it was concluded that it would be
more economical to remove the approximately four hundred
tons of stone from Kingston to Ossekeag and rebuild the old
gaol. 35 This enabled the county to concentrate its energies
and finances on the construction of the new court house.
On 18 October 1870, the building committee presented
a report on the progress made in building the court house.
Tenders had been advertised for the erection of the court
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house, according to McKean's plans. Four tenders were
received, one from James French, Carleton, for $18,700.00;
one from William Causey, Saint John, for $15,000.00; one
from Gilford Fleweling, for $13,470.00; and one from James
Quinton and Charles F. Tilley, Saint John builders, for
3 fi
$12,242.00.
The lowest tender was accepted.
The new two-storey court house, which measures 7 7 ft.
by 44 ft., is a tall, powerful structure, constructed of
brick and sandstone. Built in the style of the Second
Empire, it has a typical high mansard roof with prominent
chimneys and a dormer bearing the lofty inscription, "Fiat
Justitia Ruat Coelum" ("Let Right Be Done, though the
Heavens Should Fall") (Figure 3 ) . The upper storey, which
contains the court room, is emphasized not only by the roof
but also by an elaborate brick cornice.
The tall windows and doorways are arched, with radiating
voussoirs of alternating shades of rose and beige dressed
sandstone (Figures 1 and 2 ) . The plain brick surface of the
exterior is periodically divided by horizontal bands of
sandstone. A central pavilion consisting of three arched
openings forms the impressive main entrance. Highly stylized
acanthus leaves of contrasting sandstone encircle the base
of each pavilion arch (Figure 2 ) . Above the pavilion entrance
is the trace of a railing which formerly enclosed the roof
area (Figure 3 ) . A cement platform enclosed by an iron
railing, suitable for public addresses, extends from the main
entrance. The gaol and gaoler's quarters, which were placed
behind the court house, received a new mansard roof, to match
that of the court house.
On the 18 January 1872, the buildings at Hampton were
"fit and suitable for the public service". 37 The court
house and the building previously occupied as a registry office
in Kingston were vacated, and the weights and measures
belonging to Kings County and public documents were moved to
38
Hampton.
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Like many other county court houses in New Brunswick,
the Kings County Court House hosted Nomination Day debates
and other social gatherings of significance to the county.
One writer describes the celebration of the coronation of
King George VI, in 1937 at the court house. The festivities
included a parade featuring about five hundred school
children representing Upham, Bloomfield, Titusville, Smithtown, Lower Norton, Warnford, Damascus, Darling's Island,
Passekeag, and Hampton.
"Each group carried a banner designating their
district, and each pupil had a red, white and
blue shoulder sash...A united choir from all
the churches assisted by the school children
sang - 0 Canada, Lord of the Lands, The
Coronation Hymn, and the National Anthem." 39
About two thousand people assembled on the court house grounds,
and an amplifier carried music and speeches, including the
King's broadcast speech.
The interior of the building has not been dramatically
altered. The ground floor contains the sheriff's office and
offices for the registrar of deeds. An addition was made to
the left of the building (facing) in the 1940s to provide
more space for vaults. The town library presently occupies
a large room on the left side of the structure. The offices
on the first floor are divided by a main central corridor.
The second storey contains a large court room, as well
as the judge's chambers and several small offices for the
provincial court, judge, and crown prosecutor. Except for
the replacement of the original furniture, the addition of
41
accoustic tiles to the ceiling and carpeting,
the court
room retains much of its original character. Wooden railings
divide the spectator's section from the floor of the court;
a more elaborate railing separates the elevated judge's
bench from the rest of the court room. The prisoner's box
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is enclosed by similar wooden railings. The contour of the
high court room ceiling conforms to the mansard roof shape
(Figure 4). Some of the original furniture in the court room
was replaced in c. 197 0, when new benches were obtained
from the chapel of the George Dumont Hospital in Moncton,
New Brunswick. This building typifies the late 19th century
trend to consolidate all the county offices in one large,
fireproof building. It symbolizes both an increased prosperity,
as well as the growing sophistication of county administration.
In the early 1900s, both Northumberland and Gloucester
counties followed suit.
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Figure 1: Kings County Court House, 1977.
(CIHB, C.A. Hale.)

270

Figure 2: Kings County Court House,
main entrance, detail, 1977.
(CIHB, C.A. Hale.)
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Figure 3: Kings County Court House dormer, detail, 1977.
(CIHB, C.A. Hale.)

Figure 4: Kings County Court House, court room, c. 1900.

(Provincial Archives, New Brunswick.)

M

Figure 5: Kings County Court House, first floor plan, 1970.
and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)

(Department of Supply

Figure 6: Kings County Court House, second floor plan, 197 0.
and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)

(Department of Supply

275

Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Reporl

Historian:

C.A. Hale

Date:

June 1977

Geocode:

04167000100574

City:

Perth-Andover

Address:

574 Main S t r e e t

Building Name: V i c t o r i a County
(if important) Court House
Source of Title Photo : Elsworth,

DeMerchant,
Perth-Andover, N.B.

Building Information
Date of Construction:

1877-78

Architect:
B . . .
#

J . G . FletcherRobert Wallace
Craftsmen (List Type)

(contractor)

Name and occupation of original owner-:
Notable subsequent owners

V i c t o r i a County

and reason identified:

Province of New Brunswick (1967)
Notable type of occupants:
Municipal and j u d i c i a l

offices

Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use:

Governmental: court house and penal institution

Major building material : wood (local)
Alterations:
General Nature
Architect
Builder
Date
gaol removed
summer kitchen and stable 1960
torn down
side stairway added for public access to court room
Comments: Typifies the late 19th century trend towards the consolidation
of all county offices in one building. Unlike most of the other court
houses built after 1850 in the Maritimes, the Victoria County Court
House was constructed of wood, and the registry office as therefore
excluded.
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574 Main Street

Perth-Andover

Victoria County was established in 1844 with Grand Falls as
its shiretown. When the county of Madawaska was created
separate from Victoria in 1873, Grand Falls (now located on
the border between the two counties), was no longer considered
an appropriate location for the county seat. By 1876, a
central and more accessible location was chosen at Andover,
then a prosperous village which had become the heart of
lumbering operations for the Tobique and Aroostook rivers.
The planned construction of a railroad through Andover in the
mid-1870s made it an excellent site for the new shiretown.
The erection of the present Victoria County Court House
at Andover in 1877-78 was the culmination of a lively dispute
over the relative merits of Andover, which was located on the
western side of the St. John River, and its neighbour, Perth,
on the eastern side of the river, to serve as the new shiretown.
Although 75 per cent of the county favoured Perth, the local
representative in the Provincial Assembly used his powers to
have the shiretown established at Andover.
In 1874 an act was passed for the removal of the shiretown
of Victoria County to the parish of Andover or Perth.
The
justices of the peace were authorized to issue debentures for
ten thousand dollars to defray the cost of purchasing land
and erecting and furnishing the new county buildings. The
debentures were to be repaid by a yearly county assessment
of $750. For the next three years the county council and court
were held in various temporary accommodations at Grand Falls
and Andover until the site of the shiretown was agreed upon.
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The year 1875 witnessed little progress in the debate
over the location of the shiretown. At their September
session in that year, several county councillors moved for
a vote to assess the county for the amount required for the
construction of the county buildings. The motion was vetoed
by other councillors, who argued that the county could not
be assessed for the new buildings until the land upon which
2
they were to be erected had been purchased.
The Honourable
Benjamin Beveridge, the county representative in the provincial
assembly, offered a portion of land at Andover but the warden
objected that the deed was conditional and that the right of
3
dower had not been assigned.
The next day an absolute deed
4
to the land was obtained.
This was followed by a motion to
make an assessment for the construction of the county buildings;
upon appeal from several councillors, the motion was declared
out of order.
At its January session in 1876, the county council
reconsidered its earlier acceptance of Beveridge's land
at Andover. Arguments were presented in favour of Perth as
the new shiretown. The majority of the county councillors
agreed that the removal of the shiretown to any point on the
western side of the river would not secure any of the
advantages "which would follow the selection of a more central
point".
Since about 70 to 75 per cent of the county population was settled on the eastern side of the river, and
since the great bulk of agricultural and timber lands were
also there, it was logical to speculate that any increase
in population would take place in the eastern section of the
county. This, the councillors concurred, made Perth a more
convenient location for the administration of county affairs.
They unanimously passed a resolution requesting the LieutenantGovernor to reconsider his selection of Andover as the county
seat.
Significant social and economic benefits were frequently
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expected by communities which were to function as the county
shiretown. The construction of county buildings often
brought into focus a rivalry among communities within the
county. The construction of the county court houses at
Newcastle (1913), 7 Woodstock (1834)8 and Hopewell (1905)9
was delayed by debates similar to those between Perth and
Andover.
"Candor" compelled the editor of the Carleton Sentinel
to offer his advice in the dispute which was dividing Victoria
County and delaying the construction of its public buildings.
The editor presented Woodstock as a "case in point":
At one time a fictitious importance attached
to the establishment there of public buildings
and a good deal of private means was invested
that certainly have not paid simple interest.
Although the erection of the county buildings at Perth would
make it the legal and public business centre of the county,
there was no reason to suppose that it would significantly
increase either its population or its prosperity.
The editor of the Sentinel wrote, for example, that the
fact that Upper Woodstock was the shiretown of Carleton County
did not "materially promote its interests in any particular".
It was only two miles from the town of Woodstock, and certainly
90 per cent of those having business at the courts or councils
there did not remain overnight at the shiretown. "Indeed it
is a question whether Upper Woodstock being the Shire Town
has not injured rather than helped it", commented the
editor.
As for the relative accessibility to the rest of the
county of Perth and Andover, the intended site for the county
buildings at the latter was so close to Perth that the
difference in distance did not according to the local press,
"amount to a material argument". 13 The Sentinel presented
a good case for Andover:
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The fact is that Andover has been, is, and will
continue to be, the headquarters, for people
visiting the central part of the County, on
whatever business they may come... In fact
Andover has the start and will keep it, especially
now that the railway crosses the river. She
has the town - the hotels; the inducements to
offer as well men on business as men on pleasure
bent.
The Victoria County Council met in January of 1876.
They upbraided the Sentinel for advocating through its
columns views "so entirely opposed to those entertained by
the general body of rate-payers of the county". 15 They then
focussed their attention on the recent activities of their
local member of the legislature, who had been sent to the
assembly to present a bill to have the county seat changed
from Andover to Perth.
"In lieu of the said bill", Benjamin Beveridge had
introduced one favouring the establishment of the county
seat at Andover, and "caused it to be processed by the
Legislature notwithstanding the objections of the county
councillors".
The council regretted passage of a bill "so
directly at variance with the express wishes of the people
of this county"; they expressed their "most earnest protest"
against the action of the county representative. 17 Councillor
Brown prepared a minority report in which he objected to the
18
rights of the rate-payers being "trampled under foot".
Beveridge1s actions had deprived the inhabitants of "their
rights to manage their county matters" and placed them "under
the control of one man". 19
In spite of protestations, the controversy finally
subsided, and in July 1877 the building committee was
authorized to secure plans for the public buildings, to be
erected at Andover, from whatever architect they could

280

employ "on the most reasonable terms".20 For the sake of
economy, the gaol and court house were combined in the same
building. The offer of J. G. Fletcher, of Waterville, to
furnish plans for the gaol and court house for 25 dollars
21
was accepted.
In October debentures for the county buildings
were issued and tenders were advertised. The committee accepted
the tender of Robert Wallace, a local man, to build the court
22
house and gaol for $5,800.
One year later, the court house
23
was completed.
The building stands on the prominent half-acre lot at
the lower end of the village, granted earlier by Benjamin
24
Beveridge.
On either side of the court house are the
registry office and the Masonic Lodge, which was named
Benjamin Lodge in honour of the Honourable Benjamin Beveridge,
who had championed Andover's bid to become the shiretown.
Directly opposite the court house is the railway station and
nearby is the bridge leading to the eastern side of the river.
The building was "seen to advantage as [one approached] the
village from any quarter". 25
The impressive structure was designed in the style of
the Second Empire, with a typical mansard roof (Figure 1 ) .
Constructed of local wood, it stands on a stone foundation.
The prominent roof is accentuated by an elaborately bracketed
cornice with a narrow, denticulated frieze. The tall
rectangular windows have cornices with narrow friezes which
are a miniaturized imitation of the eaves denticulation.
The substantial and massive impression of the building is
enhanced by the addition of pilasters of the Tuscan order
at each corner of the building. The front entrance is
emphasized by a pavilion extending all the way up the front
of the structure and culminating in a roof of its own. A
pair of arched windows are located at the front of the pavilion.
The Carleton Sentinel described the building as "in all
2 fi

respects creditable to the intelligent and prosperous County".
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The court house is entered by a large hall. To the
right of the hall a door enters into the judge's chambers
from which a private stairway leads to the court room on the
second floor. Two debtor's rooms were also located on the
right hand side of the ground floor (facing the building).
These were separated by a narrow hall from three prisoners'
cells (Figure 5 ) . On the left side of the hall, at the front
of the building was a large office for the sheriff. Except
for the space occupied by a broad stairway which was the
public entrance to the court room, the remaining portion of
the ground floor was made into comfortable living quarters
for the gaoler's family. 27
On the second floor is a large corridor which leads to
the public entrance to the court room. The stairway continues
its ascent to a public gallery which runs across three sides
of the court room and is supported by three posts on each
side (Figures 2& 7 ) . The gallery which emphasizes the
theatrical aspect of the administration of justice, as well
as public interest in the variety of gatherings which took
place there, is a common feature of New Brunswick court houses.
28
Other examples are the county court houses in Hopewell,
29
30
31
Newcastle,
Upper Woodstock
and Woodstock.
The court room measures 40 ft. square (Figure 6 ) . It is
panelled with varnished wood and has ceilings of decorative
pressed metal (Figure 2 ) . To one side of the judge's bench
which faces the public entrance are the chairs for the jury
(Figure 3 ) . To the left of the public entrance (facing the
judge's bench) is the wood panelled prisoner's box (Figure 4 ) .
Opening into the court room were an attorney's room and the
32
petit and grand jury rooms.
Since its construction, the court house has undergone
minor renovations. The gaol was recently removed to a
building about six miles outside the town and the former
cells now contain supplies for the Emergency Measures
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Organization. 33 A summer kitchen and a large stable, which
were situated at the rear of the court house, were torn down
around 1960.34 The Motor Vehicle Inspector and the Department
of Justice Correctional Services now have offices in the
building. The sheriff's office is now located on the second
floor. It is speculated that the porch on the right hand
side of the building (facing the court house) is a later
addition. Some time after the erection of the court house,
a stairway was added to the left hand side of the building
to provide a more convenient public access to both the court
room itself and the gallery.
Throughout its history, the Victoria County Court House
has played an important role in the life of the community.
At one time, parades traditionally began or ended at the court
house. Many community activities besides the sessions of
the council and the court took place at the court house.
Aside from the sessions of the provincial court, the court
room is currently used for political meetings, union meetings,
Women's Institute conventions, agricultural society gatherings,
and, several days a month, art lessons. 35
The Victoria County Court House is one of two court
houses remaining in New Brunswick which were constructed
3 fi
of wood after the 1840s.
Although some of the original
furniture in the impressive court room has been replaced,
the room has undergone few changes. Of all the New Brunswick
court houses built before 1914, this court room is among
the best preserved. It is currently scrubbed, waxed and
polished twice a week, and the building is generally kept
immaculate and in excellent repair.
In 1966 the villages of Perth and Andover were incorporated under the name of Perth-Andover. Ironically, Perth now
shares Andover's status as the shiretown of Victoria County.
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Figure 1: Victoria County Court House, 1977.

(Elsworth DeMerchant, Perth-Andover, N.B.)
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Figure 2: Victoria County Court House, 1977, cour room.
Perth-Andover, N.B.)

(Elsworth DeMerchant,
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Figure 3: Victoria County Court House, 1977, jury platform, court room.
DeMerchant, Perth-Andover, N.B.)

(Elsworth
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Figure 4: Victoria County Court House, 1977, prisoner's box.
Perth-Andover, N.B.)

(Elsworth DeMerchant,
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Figure 5: Victoria County Court House, first floor plan, 1971.
and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)

(Department of Supply
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Figure 6: Victoria County Court House, second floor plan, showing relighting system,
1971. (Department of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)

Figure 7: Victoria County Court House, third floor plan, showing relighting system,
1971. (Department of Supply and Services, Province of New Brunswick.)
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INDEX BY DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Date
1826-29
1928-29
1833-34
1833-35
1836-37
1839-40
1855-57 or 58
1870-72
1877-78
1884 & 1909-10
1900-02
1904-05
1912-13

Geo-code
04101007600020
04116002600285
04141000100001Z
04000300000128
04000300000060
04105000200123-A
04102000400635
04143000100001Z
04167000100574
04106000400687-689
04134000100254
04007700000382
04116001500562

Town
Saint John
Newcastle
Upper Woodstock
Burton
Gagetown
St. Andrews
Fredericton
Hampton
Perth-Andover
Woodstock
Bathurst
Hopewell Cape
Newcastle
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INDEX OF ARCHITECTS, BUILDERS & CRAFTSMEN
ALWARD & Gillies - architects (alterations)04116001500562
BARBOUR, Robert - stonemason

04101007600020

BARKER, Kenneth - architect (alterations). 04000300000128
BERRY, Thomas - builder

04105000200123-A

BERTON, George F.S. - architect

04000300000128

BRODIE,F. Neil - architect

04106000400687-689

CHURCHILL, C.I. - hot water heating

04106000400687-689

CONNOLLY - builder (alterations)

04134000100254

H. COPP & CO. - builders

04007700000382

CORBETT, R.A. - builder

0410600400687-689

CUNNINGHAM, John - architect & builder ... 04101007600020
DAVIS, John - builder

04102000400635

DUNN, R.C. John - architect

04134000100254

FAIRN, Leslie R. architect

04116001500562

FEWER BROTHERS - plumbing & heating

04106000400687-689

FLETCHER, J. G. - architect

04167000100574

FROST, Shepherd - contractor

04116002600285

GILLIES & Alward - architects (alterations)04116001500562
HAGEN & CO. - plumbing & heating

04116001500562

HARDING, L.R. - builder (alterations)

04141000100001Z

INGRAM & MacDonald - builders

04116001500562

MACDONALD & Ingram - builders

04116001500562

MCKEAN, J.T.C. - architect

04143000100001Z

MURRAY, William - builder

04116002600285

NEWCASTLE, Grand Jury - architects

04116002600285
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QUINTON, James - builder

04143000100001Z

RAINNIE, Gavin - contractor

04116002600285

RAY & Steeves - architects

04134000100254

REID, W. - architect

04007700000382

ST. ANDREWS, Grand Jury - architects

04105000200123-A

SPROUL, James - builder (alterations)

04101007600020

STEEVES & Ray - architects

04134000100254

STODDARD, H. - architect (alterations) ... 0414100010001Z
TAYLOR, Benjamin S. - builder

04000300000128

TILLEY, Charles F. - builder

04143000100001Z

WALLACE, Robert - builder

04167000100574

WILSON, Garnet - architect (alterations).. 04101007600020

