
NATIONAL HISTORIC PARKS 
AND SITES BRANCH 

DIRECTION DES LIEUX ET DES 
PARCS HISTORIQUES NATIONAUX 

MANUSCRIPT REPORT NUMBER 
TRAVAIL INEDIT NUMERO 276 

MOTHERWELL HOMESTEAD 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURE REPORT 

BY 

GARY ADAMS, SUSAN GLOVER, MARK WARRACK 

(1978) 

PARKS CANADA 
DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN 
AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS 

PARCS CANADA 
MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES 
INDIENNES ET DU NORD 



Motherwell Homestead 

Archaeological Feature Report 

by Gary Adams, Susan Glover, Mark Warrack 

1978 



The Manuscript Report Series is 
printed in a limited number of 
copies and is intended for internal 
use by the Department of Indian and 
Northern Affairs. Copies of each 
issue are distributed to various 
public repositories in Canada for 
use by interested individuals. 

La serie intitulee Travail inedit 
est imprimee a tirage limite pour les 
besoins du ministere des Affaires 
indiennes et du Nord canadien. Des 
exemplaires de chaque rapport sont 
distributes a des archives publiques 
au Canada, ou les interesses peuvent 
les consulter. 

Many of these reports will be 
published in Canadian Historic 
Sites/Lieux historiques canadiens 
and may be altered during the 
publishing process by editing or 
by further research. 

Bon nombre de ces rapports 
paraitront dans la revue intitulee 
Canadian Historic Sites/Lieux histori
ques canadiens, et pourront etre 
remanies ou mis a jour. 

QS-7062-050-EE-A1 



iii 

Motherwell Homestead 

Archaeological Feature Report 

by Gary Adams, Susan Glover, Mark Warrack 

1978 

viii Abstract 

1 Introduction 

2 Notes on Stratigraphy 

4 Shelter Quadrant 

4 House Construction 

7 Back Porch 

11 Filtering System 

13 Wooden Box 

15 Outside Cistern and Water Barrel 

17 Outside Pipes 

18 Flower Garden 

20 Main Road 

22 The Orchard 

24 Septic Tank 

26 Tennis-court 

28 Clothesline 

30 Front Fence 

33 Lovers' Lane 

34 Western Tree Belt 

38 Tree Line North of the House 

31 Front Spruce Trees 

41 Barn Quadrant 

41 Barn 

44 Barn Ramp 



iv 

47 Men's Cottage 

55 Dry Privy 

57 Caboose 

58 Hog Pen 

60 Barn-yard Fence 

63 Work-yard Fence 

65 Coal and Gravel Concentrations 

68 Dugout Quadrant 

68 Dugout Filter System 

69 Dugout Hill 

70 Dugout Tree Line and Fence Line 

73 Garden Quadrant 

73 Farm Road 

75 Hotbed 

77 Garden Tree Lines 

80 Outside Perimeter 

80 Experimental Field 

81 Outside Perimeter 

84 References Cited 

Illustrations 

85 1 Location map of Motherwell homestead (northern half). 

86 2 Soil profile on west side of House showing construction fill 

(Number 10) and related stratigraphy looking north. 

86 3 Soil profile at front porch showing porch foundation and natural 

stratigraphy below. 

87 4 View of house showing concrete borders and south lawns. Looking 

northwest (circa 1911). 

87 5 View of house and front yards. Looking northwest (circa 1904). 

88 6 Tennis lawn and house looking north (circa 1916). Note top of 

back porch on west wall of building. 

88 7 Back porch looking east. 

89 8 Plan view of back porch showing sill beams and supports. 



90 9 Wooden barrel and oil drum filter systems partially excavated. 

Looking south. 

90 10 Detail of wooden barrel filter system. Looking west. 

91 11 Generator exhaust filter systems in plan and profile. 

92 12 Plan view and construction details of wooden box feature. 

93 13 Plan view and reconstruction of southwest corner of outside 

cistern. 

94 14 Photo of house looking northwest (circa 1911). Note conduit 

and rock pile to left of automobile. 

94 15 Flower garden looking north (circa 1919). 

95 16 South end of flower garden looking northwest (circa 1922). 

96 17 Front flower garden (circa 1920). 

97 18 Profiles of front flower garden units. 

98 19 Cross-section profile of main road. 

99 20 Air photo of site taken in 1946. Top is west. 

100 21 Map of orchard showing excavation units and interpretation of 

plantings. 

101 22 Portion of panorama photo showing tennis-court in use. Looking 

west, 1922. 

102 23 North side of tennis lawn showing excavation units and possible 

locations of court lines. 

103 24 Entrance to tennis-court, looking southwest (circa 1922). 

104 25 Back yard showing location of clothesline posts, elm trees and 

excavation units. 

105 26 Back yard stratigraphy as revealed by clothesline post units. 

106 27 Southwest clothesline foundation and tree remains. Looking north. 

106 28 Back yard with remaining clothesline posts. Looking northeast. 

107 29 Ornamental front fence looking west (circa 1911). 

107 30 Portion of panorama photo showing detail of relationship between 

the front fence and the sidewalk. Looking northwest, 1922. 

108 31 Front yard indicating location of excavation units and front fence 

lines. 

109 32 Portion of panorama photo showing spruce trees behind tennis-

court. Looking west, 1922. 

v 



vi 

110 33 Tree lines west of tennis-court lawn showing existing and 

former rows. 

111 34 Shelterbelt with driving loop. Looking west from Widows Walk 

(circa 1928). 

111 35 House front showing extensive tree line north side of house, 1911. 

112 36 Widely spaced poplars on north side of house (circa 1910-12). 

113 37 Location of front spruce trees. 

114 38 Location of excavation units around the barn. 

115 39 North foundation of barn at location of possible foundation 

juncture. 

115 40 Foundations at "L" of barn. 

116 41 Detail of wood ramp. Looking southeast (circa 1914). 

116 42 Profile of earth ramp after excavation. Looking northwest. 

117 43 Plan view of wooden ramp indicating location of excavation 

units and interpreted outline of wood ramp. 

118 44 Schematic drawing of possible ramp construction. 

119 45 The Men's Cottage with caboose in foreground. Looking northeast 

(circa 1914). 

119 46 Work yard looking northeast (circa 1939). 

120 47 Men's Cottage as it now stands in the town of Abernethy. 

Looking west. 

121 48 Plan view and interpretation of Men's Cottage area. 

122 49 Foundation of Men's Cottage after excavation. 

122 50 Cellar of Men's Cottage looking north. 

123 51 Rock border of flower bed south of Men's Cottage looking east. 

123 52 Dry privy substructure and skids. Looking east. 

124 53 Hogpen feeder looking north (circa 1939). 

125 54 Plan view of hogpen operation showing excavation units and 

feeder remains. 

126 55 Post remains at north end of hogpen. 

126 56 Post remains at south end of hogpen. 

127 57 Barn yard showing location of excavation units and interpreted 

fence line. 

128 58 Northeast corner post of barn yard fence. 


