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Abstract 

From 1871 to 1966, with the exception of certain years, the 

Department of Militia and Defence and its successor the 

Department of National Defence used the military reserve at 

Niagara as a training ground for the militia and regular 

forces. During this period the buildings of Butler's 

Barracks were used mainly for storage and administration 

offices. Following World War II all the historic buildings, 

except the two storey barrack, the gun shed, the 

commissariat store, and the junior commissariat officer's 

quarters were demolished. Fort George continued a ruin 

although a caretaker lived within it from 1873 until about 

1934 when it was leased to the Niagara Parks Commission and 

reconstructed as it was conjectured to have been before the 

War of 1812. Navy Hall deteriorated until it was repaired 

just prior to World War I when it was used by the troops 

training to go overseas. In 1934 it too was turned over to 

the Niagara Parks Commission, moved down to the river side, 

and cased in stone. Most of the wooden buildings of Fort 

Mississauga were removed in the 1880s but the tower remained 

in various stages of disrepair. It too was turned over to 

the Niagara Parks Commission in 1934, but little was done to 

it. In 1969 all four sites were transferred to the 

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development to be 

developed as historic sites. 
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Introduct ion 

In 1871 the Canadian military authorities decided to use the 

historic military reserve at Niagara as a training camp for 

the militia forces of Military District No. 2. This 

decision preserved the buildings of Butler's Barracks but 

Forts George and Mississauga and Navy Hall continued their 

slow deterioration. This report brings the story of these 

structures down to the present day, being the third and 

final study of the military buildings at Niagara-on-the-

Lake. (see MRS Nos. 191 and 226 for the previous studies.) 

1 



Fort George 

The first record we have of the disposition of Fort George 

following Confederation is a lease to a James Riley effec

tive 1 April 1873. From that date the Department of Militia 

and Defence leased to him for $16.00 a year "The North 

Easterly portion of the Fort with old magazine and other 

buildings and appartenances belonging thereto - but without 

guarantee of precise limits or content...."! Presumably 

Riley remained on the land until 1881 or 1882. At that time 

another lease effective from 1 April 1882 was negotiated 

with an Alexander Wright on the same terms as the one with 

Riley.2 Wright or his family remained in possession of Fort 

George until 1 June 1912. 

The Dominion Illustrated provides a picture of Fort 

George in 1890 when interested people were about to press 

for its preservation as an historic site. 

The ruined remains of the old fort are easily 

distinguishable, and, notwithstanding the 

levelling and disintegrating processes to which 

they have been subjected by "decay's effacing 

fingers," the outlines of the solid embankments 

of earth which constituted its principal strength 

are still distinctly visible and may be followed 

with the utmost ease by any one who wishes to 
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study the form and structure of the old historic 

landmark.... Time has worn down the sharp edges of 

the earthworks, has partly filled up the moat and 

covered ways, and has reduced the sharp outlines 

of the gateway, or main entrance, to a mere gap 

in the embankment. The only two of [sic] old 

buildings still remaining, and one is in ruins, 

are or rather were, brick structures covered with 

an arched brick roof, and probably used in former 

days as a subsidiary magazine or storehouse. 

Another stone building is still standing in the 

vicinity, and in a much better state of preser

vation, commonly spoken of as the magazine of the 

old French fort. This was a sort of outwork of 

Fort George, consisting of lines of earthworks to 

the south end of the fort, but though the stone 

building is comparatively well preserved, the 

bastions and embankments have in places yielded to 

the influences of storm and time, and are hardly 

to be distinguished from the surrounding surface 

of the earth . 3 

(It is not clear what was meant by two brick structures in 

Fort George. One was clearly the powder magazine built in 

1814, but there is no evidence of any other brick building. 

Perhaps the writer was in error.) 

Accompanying the article was a series of sketches at 

Fort George. Clearly the interior has been turned into a 

farm. The land in front of the brick powder magazine is 

being hoed, chickens are being fed near the caretaker's 

house, a cow or a goat is poking its head out of the door of 

the stone powder magazine, and pigs are grazing near Navy 

Hall* (Fig. 1). 
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In 1892 the Canadian Institute took an interest in Fort 

George. J.C. Hamilton, the Chairman of its Historical 

Section, visited the fort. In particular he noted the stone 

powder magazine: 

...there were two or perhaps three doors but none 

now. The building was protected by earthworks 

still well preserved. It had a roof of sheet 

iron, but it is rusted and broken. The rain gets 

into the limestone walls and is gradually 

destroying them. The buildings were used for a 

time as a residence, then hay was stored in it, 

now cattle pasture in the Fort site, find it with

out gates and enter at their will.5 

Hamilton went on to suggest repairs to the roof and walls, 

provision of a strong door, the restoration of the air vents 

where windows had been cut "apparently without authority 

some thirty years ago", and the provision of a drain to take 

off the water in wet weather.6 Following Hamilton's report 

the Institute petitioned the Minister of Militia and Defence 

in September 1892. It also enlisted the aid of Frederick C. 

Denison, a prominent soldier and Conservative M.P., and the 

Lundy's Lane Historical Society who added their petitions to 

the Minister.? 

Their pleas did not fall on deaf ears. In May and June 

1893, a local workman J.G. Thornton (undoubtedly a good 

Tory) was hired to repair the powder magazine. He was 

delayed by rain but on 14 May he reported: 

I have the roof repeared [sic] and all out side 

of walls filled up and all the corners built up 

4 



and I am now building the butments which I will 

have doon [sic] in a few days if the weather will 

permit. Then I will whitewash the out side so to 

have it look all alike [.] I will paint the roof 

to preserve the tim [sic] that will be all that I 

can do except I put up eavetrough to carry the 

water clear of the walls [.]8 

Over a month later Thornton had finished the work 

(Figs. 10, 11). 

I rebuilt four corners and slushed the walls all 

over and coloured [?] and made the walls to look 

all the same [.] I built six buttresses and 

coped [?] them with portland cement [.] I 

repeared [sic] the roof and painted the roof all 

over [.] I put in new frame in front and built 

[?] strong bar across the same [.] I put one 

foot of earth in the inside of building to keep 

the water out [.]9 

In 1895 Barlow Cumberland, who later was to take an 

interest in the restoration of Navy Hall, proposed to the 

Minister of Militia and Defence that the brick powder 

magazine be restored. Cumberland went to the trouble of 

having contractor make an estimate and draw up a plan for 

the repairs. In 1895 

the north end has some portion of the original 

vaulting left and on the south end which was the 

main portion of the magazine the whole of the 

vaulting has fallen down and the lower portion of 

the walls only are left [.] The vault of the 

small entrance way has also fallen in. 

5 



Cumberland indicated that it would cost $435.00 to restore 

the whole building or only $95.00 to restore the entrance 

waylO (Fig. 3). Whatever the cost Cumberland's proposal was 

not adopted. The magazine continued to deteriorate. It may 

have survived into the early 1920s. In 1921 E.A. Crinkshank, 

chairman of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board, referred 

to an "old brick magazine" when he visited Fort George 

(Figs. 2, 4, 5).H 

Alexander Wright and his family lived in a house or 

cottage in Fort George. According to J.B. Geale who was 

caretaker of the military reserve in 1882, when Wright first 

took up his residence there, the house was in "a most 

dilapidated state." Since the government would not repair 

it, Wright fixed it up at his own expence, and put up some 

other buildings for his horse and cow.12 According to 

Mrs. Wright, the family built all of the house except for 

two rooms. In 1910, she wrote, they had to reshingle the 

roof and replaster the ceiling of the large room.13 

Alexander Wright died in 1897. The next year his son 

William agreed to lease the land and buildings on the same 

terms as his father.14 in 1910 the government began to 

feel some pressure to remove the Wrights and to preserve the 

land as an historic site. Barlow Cumberland, as President 

of the Ontario Historical Society, petitioned the Department 

of Militia and Defence and Wright was notified to vacate the 

fort. 

Negotiations fell through with the Society as to who 

would care for the fort and in August 1911 the Wrights 

signed another lease to occupy the site rent free on the 

condition that William act as caretaker. However, at the 

6 
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end of March 1911 Wright was informed that the Department 

needed the land and he was to hand over the premises. On 

1 June he was gone.15 

Shortly Fort George had a new caretaker - one Robert 

Reid. It is not clear precisely when he moved into the 

fort, but he and his family were there during World War I. 

It appears that a new cottage was built for the Reids 

adjacent to the old one and connected to it by a short 

hallway. No record has been found of its being put up, but 

Mrs. Dorothy Riches who, as a child, visited the Reids at 

Fort George recalls that it was a new clapboarded building, 

painted white with green trim. In any case the Reids lived 

in both structures. Reid remained caretaker until he died 

shortly before the Niagara Parks Commission took over the 

fort in the mid-1930s (Figs. 5, 6, 7, 8).16 

Sometime between 1913 and 1922 a hospital was built at 

Fort George, in the section of the fort outside the earth

works near the stone powder magazine. In 1913 the Camp 

Commandant noted that a new electrical line was run into the 

Hospital at Fort George, but it is not clear if he was writing 

of a permanent building or merely of tents.1? A year 

later the army put up permanent screened kitchens for the 

hospital.16 On 25 September 1915, during the training of 

elements of the second division of the Canadian Expedition

ary Force, Florence Wright recalled that Lady Borden opened 

a permanent operating room.19 in 1922 the camp hospital 

consisted of 50 beds "...the building at Fort George being 

utilized, and supplemented by tents...."20 Most likely 

the building was put up in 1915 but it is possible that it 

was built before the War after William Wright was evicted. 



Mrs. Wilfred Buckley, who lived in the caretaker's 

cottage as a child, possesses a photograph of a building 

which she identified as the hospital (Fig. 16). It shows 

part of a long low building, clapboarded, painted probably 

white, with lots of windows. At the time the photo was 

taken the windows were boarded up and the building clearly 

abandoned, possibly sometime in the 1930s. In 1938, when 

the Niagara Parks Commission was restoring Fort George, the 

hospital buildings were moved to a new site on the camp 

grounds, but it is not clear precisely where.21 

Following World War I very little is heard of Fort 

George. In 1928 the Historic Sites and Monuments Board took 

some interest in the fort, but nothing came of it.22 in 

1930 the Niagara Historical Society protested the state of 

the fort, demanding that the enclosure be cleared and the 

market gardening be discontinued.23 

In 1934 the Commanding Officer, M.D. No. 2, Brigadier 

T.V. Anderson, visited Fort George. He found the area 

around the powder magazine flooded. As well he felt that 

the roof needed renewal and the buttresses needed extensive 

repair. It had deteriorated to much the same condition as 

in 1890. Anderson recommended the expenditure of $350.00 on 

repairs but almost certainly this was not approved (Figs. 

14, 15).24 

The caretaker's cottage also needed repairs. The 

wooden shingles, some fifteen years old, were stripped off 

and new "3-ply ready roofing to conform with the general 

scheme of roofing in the camp" was put on. The building was 

also painted. The work was done by local contractors Robert 

Appleford and George Reid of Niagara-on-the-Lake who 

completed the job by 18 December 1934.25 

8 



In the meantime negotiations were under way to lease 

much of the military reserve, including Fort George, to the 

Niagara Parks Commission.26 A lease dated 1 April was 1934 

signed and in 1936 work began on the restoration of Fort 

George. In an attempt to recreate the fort as it existed 

before the War of 1812, the existing earthworks were largely 

destroyed. The new part of the caretaker's cottage was 

moved into Niagara-on-the-Lake and the older section, 

stripped of its leantos, was moved from its location but 

left within the fort. The powder magazine was restored, 

similarly if not exactly to its state in 1800. The fort was 

completed by 1940 but not opened officially until 1950.27 

1969 it was turned overto the Department of Indian Affairs 

and Northern Development for administration as a National 

Historic Park.28 

9 
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Navy Hall 

Following Confederation our knowledge of Navy Hall is 

slight. Two drawings of it, very similar to each other and 

apparently based on a water colour by a Miss Roberts, show 

the building in the late 1880s (Fig. 21).l A photo

graph, undated but probably originating in the 1890s or 

possibly in the first decade of the next century, 

corraborates the drawings (Fig. 22).2 All three show a long, 

low, hipped-roof building, shingled and weatherboarded, with 

two doors, and six windows, two in each third of the 

structure as divided by the doors. 

A comparison with the plan of Navy Hall produced in 

1823 reveals substantial changes. There clearly is no 

longer a cellar under the building, nor any evidence of the 

cellar entrance door-ways. Two additional windows have been 

cut in the side wall, one at each end. Two subsequent 

photographs taken from the other side of the structure, 

circa 1900-1910, show six windows while the 1823 plan shows 

only two (Figs 23, 24).3 Two chimneys are evident protruding 

through the roof line, one in the centre, the other toward 

one end. Probably most of these changes were made when Navy 

Hall was moved inside the Fort George enclosure from its 

original position. The chimneys were added late in 1870.4 
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No one seems to have regarded the building as important 

during these years. According to Janet Carnochan, writing 

in 1914, it was once "...devoted to the ignoble use of a 

stable," and a Canadian army officer remembering in 1934 

wrote that it was "...used partly as a cowshed."5 A photo

graph exists in the collection of The Buffalo and Erie 

County Historical Society which shows part of a single-

storey, clapboarded, framed building (Fig. 25).6 A door 

marked "No. 2 Room/28 Men" and a window are the only visible 

features. Under the window is a pile of what looks like 

used straw. According to Janet Carnochan Navy Hall had two 

doors each marked 28 men.1 The straw could suggest a stable 

or cowshed. The other details match what we know of Navy 

Hall, and there is nothing to indicate that the building is 

not Navy Hall. The only obvious variance from the early 

photograph (Fig. 22) is that the window is not boarded. The 

photograph could very well be of Navy Hall sometime before 

1911. Precisely when is difficult to say. 

In the first decade of the twentieth century, the local 

residents of Niagara petitioned the federal government to 

restore the deteriorating building.8 By 1910, although a 

chimney was reported to have been repaired earlier, "...the 

roof at one end has fallen in and unless something is done 

soon the whole of the building...will pass out of 

existence."9 By then the Ontario Historical Society, led by 

its president Barlow Cumberland, was taking an interest, and 

sufficient pressure was exerted on the new Conservative 

Minister of Militia, Sam Hughes, that the army repaired the 

building.1° 

Two photographs, both taken from almost the same spot, 

exist of the building before its restoration (Figs. 23, 24). 
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One shows the structure in a tolerable state of repair, 

although shingles are missing from one end, the odd piece of 

clapboard is gone, and one wall is just beginning to bulge 

outwards. The second photo shows the building as Barlow 

Cumberland described it above, the roof caved in, one 

chimney gone, and the wall bulged out - clearly about to 

collapse. 

According to Janet Carnochan during the restoration 

"...care [was] taken to use all old materials possible, and 

to present the same appearance as before."1* Her subsequent 

statement that 

John Ross Robertson, who had advocated its 

restoration, obtained part of an oak beam from 

it and had a handsome chair made thereof, which 

he presented to the Convocation Hall of Toronto 

University, in December, 1912 

suggests, however, a rather strange attitude towards the 

building's structural integrity.12 

Carnochan*s statement is at variance with the memory of 

the District Engineer Officer, Military District No. 2. He 

claimed, in 1934, that Navy Hall was repaired and used as a 

vehicle shed.13 in July 1914 another officer implied in a 

letter that the building either had been used as a vehicle 

store house or was intended as such.14 Two postcards 

probably dating from the period of the First World War show 

the restored Navy Hall (Figs. 26, 27).15 The collapsed wall 

has been stabilized, the clapboard repaired, the chimney 

replaced, and a metal roof put on the building. Most 

significantly, double doors, mostly likely to accommodate 
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vehicles, have been cut in one end. A picture dated 1922 

shows the building after the war but with two extra windows 

cut in one side (Fig. 28).16 

During the summer camp of 1914 Navy Hall was used for 

medical stores and the camp laboratory. The laboratory's 

main purpose apparently was to test the camp water supply 

which came from the Niagara River. During the First World 

War, according to Florence Wright who described the Niagara 

Camp in 1915, the building "...was fitted up for the 

Laboratory Unit and the Dental Corps. "1' A postcard probably-

dating from 1915 shows men lined up at Navy Hall awaiting 

inoculations, presumably in preparation for going overseas 

(Fig. 26). 

It is impossible to say if Navy Hall was used during 

the summer camps of the 1920s but by 1930, in the words of 

the Niagara Historical Society, "The state of Navy Hall is 

disgraceful, and extensive repairs are required here to put 

it in respectable shape."16 This appeal seemingly had no 

effect. Three years later, in December 1933, a Douglas L. 

Young on behalf of the Boy Scout and and Girl Guide 

Association of Niagara-on-the-Lake requested the use of the 

building. So confident was he of his proposal being 

accepted that by February the Scouts had moved in, cleaned 

up the building, and repaired the broken glass in the 

windows. Throughout the rest of the year the Scouts 

continued to improve the building - whitewashing the walls, 

putting in heating stoves and electric lights. They put in 

a lawn in front of the building, although it was rather 

rough and not well grassed, and laid some rough flag 

walks.I9 
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The army had not objected to the Scout occupancy but 

they did not in any way formally turn the building over to 

them. In 1934 negotiations were under way to transfer much 

of the military reserve including Fort George and Navy Hall 

to the Niagara Parks Commission.19 When this was completed, 

the Commission moved Navy Hall back to a river side 

location, slightly south of its original position, built a 

basement as in the 1823 plan and encased it in stone (Fig. 

29).21 In 1969 it was turned over to the Department of 

Indian Affairs and Northern Development and is to-day used 

as administrative headquarters for Fort George Historic 
Park.22 
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Fort Mississauga 

In 1874 the Department of Militia and Defence decided to 

dispose of Fort Mississauga. In consequence Capt. J.B. 

Geale, the caretaker of the military reserve at Niagara, on 

2 November 1874 advertized for tenders "...for the purchase 

of parts, or the whole of the old tower, stone and other 

buildings at Fort Mississauga [sic]." Successful bidders 

would be required to remove the building that they had 

purchased immediately.! Instantly the mayor of Niagara and 

William Kirby, the former caretaker of the military reserve, 

author, and historian, protested vigorously. In reply the 

Department pointed out that it merely wished "...to remove 

certain old buildings...which have become useless..." but in 

view of the objections no further action would be taken 

until the Minister had reviewed the matter.2 

Fort Mississauga was saved. Sketches in 1875 and 1879 

show the tower and the old log buildings in the interior of 

the fort. The tower is without a roof, the parging is 

peeling off revealing the brick work underneath. The log 

buildings look desolate, decaying and useless. Outside the 

earthworks the picketing is fast vanishing. Ducks flourish 

in the ditch, cows roam the earthworks, a woman carries a 

bundle of faggots into the fort, and chickens scratch for 

food beside the tower (Fig. 47, 30).3 
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Kirby and the mayor had saved Fort Mississauga for a 

short time. But the Department of Militia and Defence was 

not prepared to spend much money on a decaying, useless 

fort. In his reports for 1883 and 1884, Lieutenant-Colonel 

Robert B. Denison, Deputy Adjutant General, M.D. No. 2, 

remarked on the decaying state of Fort Mississauga and 

recommended that the tower "...be at least preserved as a 

land mark standing as it does in so conspicuous a position 

at the entrance of the Niagara River" [underlining in 

original]. The General Officer Commanding, Major-General 

R.G.A. Luard, agreed but the tower continued to distine-

grate.4 Sometime before 1890, however, the wooden buildings 

around the tower were removed (Figs. 34, 35, 36, 37, 38). 

A serious storm on 6 April 1886, which according to one 

report carried away from 20 to 30 feet of shore line in some 

places, prompted the mayor and corporation of Niagara to 

petition the Department about the chronic problem of shore 

erosion at Mississauga Point. According to Geale, who was 

in charge of the military reserve, the lake had been washing 

away about four feet of shore annually for at least the last 

20 years, and the river about two feet. The Department was 

sufficiently moved to investigate the cost of putting in 

pilings - about $6600 for 1320 yards.5 There is no 

record that anything was done. 

In November 1890 an article in The Dominion Illustrated 

described Fort Mississauga: 

...the outline of the bastions and other portions 

of the fortification is much more clearly and 

sharply defined [than Fort George]. In fact, the 

projecting and re-entrant angles, the covered way 
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and underground passages, the principal entrance 

with its massive double-plank gate thickly 

studded with iron bolts, the magazine and store

rooms, and all the other salient features of the 

stronghold may still be readily identified, and 

could easily be preserved from final destruction 

and disappearance by the outlay of a little pains 

[sic] and money. Even the old brick tower in the 

middle could be saved, if the necessary repairs 

were made on it immediately; but soon it will be 

too late, solid and exceptionally massive as it 

once was; it is rapidly crumbling, an eye-sore 

and a disgrace to the country.6 

This appeal did not fall on deaf ears. 

The 1890s saw a quickened interest in the militia, 

reforms in the Department, and a greater readiness by the 

government to spend money on its soldiers. This perhaps 

explains the flurry of activity at Fort Mississauga. In 

1889 the architect, Engineer Branch, a Mr. H. James, 

reported that "...considerable repairs have been made, and a 

small addition and repairs made to the caretaker's house.""7 

This is the first reference to a caretaker's house. Was it 

a new structure or one of the old ones? A reference in 1891 

says quarters were fitted up within the fort enclosure.8 

A sketch in 1897 shows the roof and chimney of a building 

inside the earthworks (Fig. 39).9 in all likelihood this is 

one of the old buildings which had survived. 

In 1890 the tower was roofed in and the masonry at the 

entrance of the magazines repaired. More repairs were made 

in 1891.10 One correspondent to the Military Gazette in 
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that year, a Mr. S.A. Curzon, was quite effusive in his 

praise of the new state of Fort Mississauga. 

...the fort now presents a promising appearance 

for peace and war. The floors have been put in 

and low platforms placed at small penthouse 

windows - excuse my ignorance of the proper 

military term - one in each side of the quadri

lateral roof [there were in fact only three], 

and from each of these, delightful views of the 

lake, and of the surrounding country may be had. 

New doors have been placed at the entrance 

of the magazines, the yards have been cleared and 

gravelled, the earthworks re-graded, and plots of 

flowers vivify and relieve the otherwise heavy 

effect of the solid masonry. 

A person is put in charge, quarters for a 

small family having been fitted up within the 

fort enclosure, which is shut off from the outer-

world by the old heavily studded oaken gate. 

Fort Mississauga has become an actual 

pleasure resort; may it ever continue so.H 

We may, I think, accept the last statement with a grain of 

salt. 

In 1894 Fred White, the architect for the Department of 

Militia and Defence, recommended the erection of a flagstaff 

and repairs to the roof of the caretaker's house. The flag 

staff was built, according to a sketch of 1897 (Fig. 39). 
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Apparently it was proposed to fence in the fort, but White 

opposed this. 

I do not see any necessity to fence in this 

property as the people visiting the Fort will only 

break in any gates we may put in and the only 

object we would accomplish would be the keeping 

out of cattle and as there is a resident caretaker 

in the fort he should be able to drive out any 

cattle that go in.12 

The fence was not built. 

According to Janet Carnochan there was a golf course 

on the Mississauga common for a short time in the late 

1870s. Not until 1905 was a permanent course laid out in 

connection with the Queen's Royal Hotel nearby (Fig. 41).13 

It is not clear if the club continued throughout the war, 

but in 1924 the Department of National Defence leased the 

land to the Niagara Golf Club for $1.00 a year.14 A green 

was located inside the earthworks and a tee on the ramparts. 

The golf course is still there to-day. 

Little more is recorded about Fort Mississauga until 

the training camps of World War I. Florence Wright in an 

article describing the camp in 1915 writes: 

2nd Field Company Canadian Engineers which besides 

its regular work under Major Beggs, did a great 

deal to restore Fort Mississauga, patching up the 

stone work of the entrances, hanging the old gates, 

putting on a new roof and finally building a break

water almost six feet inside the old one.15 
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If indeed the engineers did put on a new roof it duplicated 

the previous one (Fig. 42). 

Following the war, some pressure was brought to 

recognize the historic importance of Fort Mississauga and as 

early as October 1920 the Historic Sites and Monuments Board 

of Canada were considering it of national importance.16 

Such recognition did nothing to prevent its continued 

deterior- ation. In August of 1923 a visitor protested in 

the Toronto Telegram. 

Recently I motored from Buffalo with a party of 

friends and wishing to show them this interesting 

spot [I] was utterly ashamed when I saw the 

state it was in. Dead cats and filth [of] all 

kinds littered the place, gates, doors and steps 

broken.1' 

The Board had no money to undertake restoration and 

negotiations with the Niagara Parks Commission as a possible 

caretaker were drawn out and fruitless. In 1928 Fort 

Mississauga continued to disintegrate: 

Fort Mississauga consists of a two-storey brick 

building faced with cement and enclosed by 

earthworks in which are built bricked casements 

[sic] in fair state of repair. 

The Fort building itself, however, requires 

early attention as the brickwork is fast disin

tegrating due to the cement facing falling off. 

The door leading into the building is broken 

down, which admits visitors who would better be 
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kept out as the condition of the interior is 

anything but a credit to Canada. 

A massive iron-studded, three-ply oak door 

admits one into the fortifications but it is 

doubtful if it would now swing on its heavy iron 

hinges as it appears to be permanently open. 

This door should receive early attention as 

the wood is dry and should be treated with some 

kind of preservation. 

Piles have been put in along the lake shore 

at the foot of Fort Mississauga to prevent 

erosion which seems to have made some inroads 

into the grounds in the past, as the old 

protection work still exists some twenty feet 

further into the lake from that constructed 

recently.18 

On Easter Monday 1929 a hurricane blew away part of the 

roof of the fort.19 In mid-summer 1930 permission was 

given to the Department of National Defence to repair the 

roof^O but an inspection report in October noted 

There has been a recent attempt made to 

repair the roof at Fort Mississauga, but it was 

only a patching, and it did not appear to be 

completed as the bricks on the top of the wall 

were still exposed.21 

In 1934 an agreement was reached with the Niagara Parks 

Commission to lease much of the military reserve at Niagara, 
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including Fort Mississauga. The change in responsibility 

resulted in no better upkeep. In August 1937 William Kirby, 

son of the novelist, reported 

The top parapet is rapidly becoming very 

dangerous, the bricks all loosening, due partic

ularly of late to the fact that the temporary 

protective roof on it has been partially torn 

off, and never repaired.22 

Kirby's warning was too true. In 1946 the general manager 

of the Niagara Parks Commission noted that recently the 

Commission had been sued for damages when part of the brick

work fell and struck a golfer. The case was dismissed but 

the fort "...is in a bad state of repair and is a hazard to 

visitors." In consequence Gray wanted to give up the lease 

to the Mississauga Reserve.23 

On 30 May 1946 the roof and the wall panelling on the 

second floor were destroyed by fire. Someone had forced the 

entrance door and either carelessly or deliberately set the 

woodwork alight. The roof, it was reported, had been in 

very poor condition; the shingles coming off and the beams 

coming apart, making it very unsafe.24 

In 1947 Fort Mississauga along with other military 

property at Niagara-on-the-Lake was transferred to the 

Department of Resources and Development for administrative 

purposes. This change made little difference since the 

lease to the Niagara Parks Commission remained in effect. 

Fort Mississauga continued to be a cause of concern but 

discussions between the Commission, the National Parks 

Service, and the Golf Club brought no resolution and the 
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fort continued to deteriorate. The roof was not replaced, 

the timber for the flooring, joists, and rafters was removed 

(reportedly by "vandals"), and the brick and stucco 

continued to fall off. 

Finally in 1960 the National Parks Service decided that 

some work had to be done on Fort Mississauga. According to 

one official: 

This site is in terrible condition. Extensive 

masonry repairs are necessary on the structure 

itself, both exterior and interior, and to the 

bombproof powder magazines which are built into 

the earthworks, and the main gate to the Fort. 

The heavy wooden doors to the gateway also need 

to be replaced. A heavy page wire fence, about 

six feet high, surrounds the blockhouse. There 

is no gate. People have been gaining entry by 

either going over or under the wire and pass 

into the blockhouse [sic] through the doorway, 

which is in a deplorable condition. A good deal 

of rubble, trash and old timbers are scattered 

around on the ground inside the fence. One of 

the powder magazines is also full of junk.26 

Consequently, the Department awarded a local 

contractor, Peter Voth, the job of repairing Fort 

Mississauga. He tore down the existing wire fence around 

the tower and scaled all the loose stucco and brick from the 

walls. He stored usable bricks and half bricks inside the 

tower, presumably for possible future restoration work. 

Then he cleared up the grounds, built a picket fence around 

the tower, and put up four signs warning visitors to remain 
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outside it. He barricaded the entrances to the tower and 

the two powder magazines. He had completed the work by the 

end of November 1960.27 

Almost immediately Voth had more work to do. In 

December one of the massive entrance gates pulled away from 

the wall and fell down. In April Voth's workmen removed 

both gates and stored them in the west powder magazine. At 

the same time they also replaced a concrete foundation under a 

wing wall on the lake side end of the tunnel through the 

earthworks.28 

Once again in the spring of 1963 the Parks Service 

called on Voth for work. He repaired and realigned a 

section of the picket fence. The entrance doors to the 

blockhouse and the powder magazines had been forced open. 

He repaired them. But without adequate surveillance Voth's 

work was soon undone once again. In 1968 the Department 

called for tenders to replace the wooden picket fence with a 

7 foot chain-link fence with barbed-wire at its top. The 

Parks Service also planned to put chain-link fencing over 

the entrance to the magazine (Figs. 45, 46).29 

In 1969 the responsibility for the care of Fort 

Mississauga was removed from the Niagara Parks Commission 

and placed in the hands of the Department of Indian Affairs 

and Northern Development. The Department put a new protec

tive roof on the tower and to preserve the magazines and the 

tunnel from further deterioration or vandalism filled them 

in with earth. Discussions are continuing with the golf 

club and the town of Niagara-on-the-Lake on the future 

development of Fort Mississauga as an historic site. 
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The Royal Engineers' Complex* 

In 1867 the Royal Niagara Hotel Company was formed to build 

a resort hotel. The cornerstone was laid on 12 November 

1867 and the hotel was opened in July 1869. Its location 

was that of the Engineers' Complex. Although there is no 

direct evidence evidently the Engineers' buildings were torn 

down prior to 1867 to make way for the hotel.1 

*This section should have been included in David McConnell, 

The British Military Buildings at Niagara-on-the-Lake, 1837-

71, Manuscript Report Series No. 226 (Parks Canada, Ottawa, 

1978) . 
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The Hospital 

In the period under discussion there is almost no evidence 

concerning the hospital. According to Janet Carnochan the 

building burned about 1880 and the foundation was salvaged 

by a local Niagara man.l 
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Butler's Barracks 

Beginning in 1871 the Department of Militia and Defence held 

annual training camps at Niagara for the militia battalions 

of Military District No. 2. A sketch map of the 1871 camp 

may be considered to show a typical layout. The militia-men 

lived under canvas, the tents spread out by battalion on the 

common around the hospital between the ruins of Fort George 

and Butler's Barracks. The old buildings of the complex 

were put to various uses. The Officers' Quarters housed the 

brigade office and the officers' mess. The Gun Shed and 

Commissariat Store held the quarter-master's stores. The 

Junior Commissariat Quarters and perhaps the Barrack 

Master's Quarters were appropriated for the Headquarters' 

Staff. The stables continued their former use, housing the 

artillery horses. The sketch map of 1871 does not appear to 

be reliable in detail as to the layout of the buildings of 

Butler's Barracks but it does indicate their various 

functions. 1 

In the John Ross Robertson Collection in the Metropolitan 

Toronto Library are two documents, one a plan of Butler's 

Barracks, the other sketches of a number of the buildings 

(Figs. 57, 58). Accompanying the sketches is a key 

identifying the buildings, which are identically numbered on 

the plan and the sketches. Both documents are dated circa 

1890 by the library staff. The sketches are reported to be 

by Owen Staples, a Toronto artist and cartoonist 

(1866-1949).2 



The plan of Butler's Barracks shows the hospital which 

according to Janet Carnochan's History of Niagara burned 

about 1880.3 Unless Carnochan's memory was radically 

wrong the plan must date from about 1880 or before, not the 

1890s. If this plan is compared with Kirby's plan of 1866 

great similarities are evident, both in general layout and 

in the functions of the buildings.4 A fair inference is 

that the plan shows Butler's Barracks sometime between 1866 

and 1880, say in the 1870s. 

The numbering system of the plan and of the sketches is 

identical, that is the buildings can be identified from the 

single "Key to the Plan to Butler's Barracks." Does this 

imply that the plan and sketches were drawn at the same time? 

Or did Staples draw the buildings at a later date and merely 

use the key to the plan to identify them? The former 

explanation seems more likely. 

If this view is accepted, then Staples was no more than 

about 14 or 15 years old when he sketched the buildings. 

Nothing in the drawings invalidates this conclusion: they 

are rather simple line drawings, quite unsophisticated, 

easily accepted as the product of a talented youngster. 

According to the biographical information available, Staples 

was interested in art at an early age and was studying at 

the Rochester Art Club in 1882.5 it is no stretch of 

the imagination to see his displaying his talent earlier at 

home before being sent off to study. 

The buildings continued in use each summer, but how 

much was spent on their upkeep is questionable. In 1874 the 

camp commander suggested the outlay of a small amount 

annually to keep them in repair.6 Four years later the 

local member of parliament, J.B. Plumb, interested himself 

in their upkeep. 

28 
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I have asked the Min of Militia for a trifling 

sum to be expended... for the purpose of 

preventing the Barracks from being destroyed for 

want of repairs and for removal of certain 

decayed and offensive out buildings that stand 

near the public street and should be taken away 

for decency's sake.7 

Whether any work was carried out then is unknown, but by 

1889 according to the General Officer Commanding, Major-

General Sir Frederick Middleton, the buildings were "...in a 

very bad state...."8 

Finally in 1894 the Department of Militia and Defence 

undertook extensive repairs. The architect of the Engineer 

Branch inspected the complex and reported: 

With the exception of the old Cook House I find 

that all the buildings may be repaired at a 

moderate cost. The old Cook House I consider to 

be beyond repair and would recommend that it be 

taken down and cleared away. 

All the other buildings require repairs to 

the floors, doors, windows, sills and sidings 

and to put them in a good state would cost 

eleven hundred and twenty four dollars ($1124.00), 

exclusive of the building at the back of the 

Staff Quarters for a Caretaker. 

The building for a Caretaker will cost to 

repair four hundred dollars ($400.00) for the 

main portion, and to rebuild the extension which 
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is beyond repair three hundred dollars ($300.00) 

additional, making a total of seven hundred 

dollars for this work. As regards the drainage 

I find that the natural fall to Creek at the back 

of the ground is interfered with by a hog's back 

which will require a tile drain, surface drains 

over the other portion leading to this tile drain 

will keep, I consider, the ground in a sufficiently 

dry state for the Camp. The cost of this work will 

be about ($140.00) one hundred and forty dollars.9 

The architect's recommendations are marked approved and the 

annual report of the department for 1894 noted that 

extensive repairs had been made to Butler's Barracks. The 

annual report for the next year also indicated some 

additional repairs.10 it is a reasonable inference, 

therefore, that the work as outlined by the architect was 

carried out. 

The cook house was probably the building just to the 

south of the two storey barrack which it has been argued in 

an earlier report was the remnants of the first barrack 

building put up after the War of 1812.H It is shown in 

two photographs, one tentatively dated in the 1870s and the 

other in the early 1890s (Figs. 48, 49). 1 2 

In the architect's report the caretaker's cottage was 

located at the back of the staff quarters, that is the 

former Junior Commissariat Officer's Quarters. Possibly 

this was an error, the caretaker's cottage being not at the 

back but at the side - that is, the building previously 

identified as the Barrack Master's Quarters. The earliest 

reliable map of this period, dated 11 August 1905, indicates 

such an arrangement (Fig. 59).13 
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Minor repairs continued to be made according to the 

departmental annual reports. In 1901 the barns and fences 

at the staff quarters were whitewashed.14 Three years 

later, according to the Town Clerk of Niagara, all of the 

buildings were "...metal sheeted and roofed, painted and 

otherwise put in thorough repair...."15 

The 1905 map, the first reliable map since the veri

fication plan of 1852/53, shows the layout of the complex 

and the use of the buildings (Fig. 59).16 The two stable 

buildings put up in the 1840s are still standing. The 

Officers' Quarters is designated as the camp office. The 

two storey barrack is indicated simply as "Butlers [sic] 

Barracks." To the north of the stables is the slaughter

house and to the north of it the smithy. Whether these 

latter two buildings are survivals from the 1850s or later 

structures is not clear. The Commissariat Store and the Gun 

Shed are designated "Ordnance Stores No. 1" and "No. 2" 

respectively. Nearby were the "Grocery" and "Meat Building" 

and the "Bread Building". Again, whether these are old or 

relatively new structures is difficult to say. The Junior 

Commissariat Officer's Quarters has become the Head Quarters 

Mess and the Barrack Master's Quarters is the caretaker's 

house. A later map dated 22 November 1910 indicates that 

the slaughter house and smithy may have vanished and that a 

third structure has been added near the two food buildings 

(Fig. 60).17 

In 1913 major renovations were carried out. The 

stables behind the Headquarters Cottage were torn down and 

new ones built elsewhere. Certain rooms in the cottage were 

renovated and hot and cold water was installed. Similarly, 

a bath room with hot and cold water and a shower bath was 
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put into the neighbouring house. Also the wooden floors 

were ripped up and replaced with concrete. A septic tank 

was sunk nearby. Urinals and latrines were constructed where 

required.18 

During World War I elements of the Canadian Expedition

ary Forces trained at Niagara. Since this training was 

carried out only in the summer the troops were housed under 

canvas and few new buildings were put up. A map dated 1 

February 1917 indicates somme new structures along the rail

way siding at the south end of the complex but few other 

changes (Fig. 61).I9 

Between the world wars the army continued to train at 

Camp Niagara, but the massive two week camps were 

discontinued in favour of a series of short camps for various 

units extending over the summer. The buildings continued to 

be used for various purposes - offices or storage sheds -

but there is little information on what happened to them. 

The Supply Depot (it is not clear which building this is) 

needed its roof repaired and was to have proper cold storage 

facilities installed.20 All the buildings were painted in 

1922 or 1923 and a new fence was put around the Headquarters 

Compound.21 In 1926 the stables were repaired.22 A map of 

1928 shows the extent of Butler's Barracks in the first 

decade between the wars (Fig. 63).23 

The next decade saw a burst of activity. In 1930 the 

Camp Commandant reported the following: 

Engineer Services: A large part of the Engineer 

Services carried out consisted of maintenance and 

repairs. New work and alterations were carried 

out as follows: -
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(a) Re-allotment and fitting up of one building 

as a mess for the P.F. [Permanent Force] and 

attached officers. 

(b) Provision of Q.M. Store Room for the R.C.R. 

(c) Moving building and re-setting up as a 

Canteen for the P.F. 

(d) Provision of cook house for R.C.D. Sergeants' 

Mess. 

(e) Building used as canteen in former years was 

allotted to the M.O. and fitted up as a 

medical reception station. 

(f) Re-allotment and alterations to offices in 

the Administration Bldg. and provision of 

offices in the R.C.A.S.C. Supply Depot. 

(g) Construction of new building for Ordnance 

Stores. 

(h) Re-allotment of space in the R.C.O.C. group 

of buildings, 

(i) Construction of 10 new portable kitchens in 

the officers' lines and construction of six 

new latrines.24 

Two years later over $1500 was expended on repairs to the 

roofs of the building.25 N 0 records of repairs or construc

tion have been found for the following years, but a map of 

1938 indicates that extensive work had gone on at the camp 

throughout the 1930s (Fig. 64).26 

With the coming of World War II Camp Niagara was turned 

into a year-round training camp. Some new buildings were 

put up in or near the old complex, but most of the new 

construction - mainly O.R.s' and Sergeants' barracks and 

messes - was located in Paradise Grove near the abandoned 

railway spur (Fig. 65).27 
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There are extant sets of floor-plans of three of the 

historic buildings - the two storey barrack, the gun shed, 

and the commissariat store - all dating from November 

1944.28 The plan of the barrack, which was being used as a 

storehouse by the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps, shows two 

rooms on each floor separated by a brick partition. The 

floor of the ground level was concrete. A series of seven 8 

in. x 8 in. posts supported the ceiling; the same number of 6 

in. x 6 in. posts were on the second floor. There is no 

evidence of the exterior stairway, access to the second 

floor being by an interior stairway. 

The gun shed, one large room, was used to store tents. 

Two sets of double doors opening onto a platform extending 

the length of the building have replaced the seven gun bays 

of the Durnford plan. On the opposite wall one central door 

has been cut. A comparison with this plan would seem to 

indicate that the roof beams and rafters may have been 

rebuilt at some time. The building was resting on a stone 

foundation. 

The Commissariat Store was also used for storage. The 

basement had a concrete floor, with stone piers supporting 

the super-structure. In one end a "Hecla H.A. Furnace" 

heated the building. Nearby was the coal bin. The first 

floor was divided into a storage area and offices, the two 

areas connected, unlike the original 1839 structure. New 

partitions had been erected and a water closet added. The 

second and third floors seem to be essentially as they were 

in 1839, with the exception of the loss of the unloading 

device and the addition of electric lights. 



In 1946 the army reviewed the necessity of retaining 

various camps as training areas and decided that Camp 

Niagara could be dispensed with. Because of certain 

representations to the Prime Minister on the historic and 

aesthetic value of the camp-land, it was to be retained by 

the federal government but most of the buildings were to be 

declared surplus and turned over to the War Assets 

Corporation for disposal. Of the historic buildings of 

Butler's Barracks, the two storey barrack, the Gun Shed, and 

the Commissariat Store were excepted - the rest were to be 

sold. By 4 July 1947 all the buildings that had been 

declared surplus, except for six, had been sold. One of the 

exceptions was the former Officers' Quarters. The land 

itself was transferred to the Department of Mines and 

Resources in August of that same year, subject to the . 

indefinite reservation of two parcels for military occupancy 

and use. 

Various protests were directed to the government over 

the sale and destruction of the historic buildings of 

Butler's Barracks. Even so by 19 July 1947 both of the old 

stables were being demolished, but the Junior Commissariat 

Officer's Quarters and the Barrack Masters Quarters were 

still intact. As well, the sale of the Officers' Quarters 

was being held in abeyance. In the meantime Professor Fred 

Landon, the Ontario member of the Historic Sites and 

Monuments Board of Canada, was asked to give his opinion on 

the historical value of the land and buildings. On 23 

August he, Louis Blake Duff of the Lundy's Lane Historical 

Society, and Rev. C.E. Smith of the Niagara Historical 

Society inspected the site. In their view only the two 

storey barrack was worthy of preservation. In consequence a 

William Scott, who had purchased the Barrack Master's 

Quarters, proceeded to tear it down. The Officers' Quarters 

35 
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also vanished about this time, but no record of who pulled 

it down has been found.29 

By the end of 1947 most of the buildings of Camp 

Niagara had been demolished. Of the historic structures, 

the Junior Commissariat Officer's Quarters (and an out

building sometimes called a powder magazine but which seems 

to have been the root cellar), the Gun Shed, the 

Commissariat Store, and the two storey barrack had survived. 

(The Officers' Quarters may still have existed but it had 

certainly disappeared by 1952). The Niagara Recreational 

Council had purchased the Junior Commissariat Officer's 

Quarters and also obtained a lease to the surrounding parcel 

of land. It also seems to have secured a lease to the other 

three buildings to maintain their historic integrity. The 

latter were transferred to the administration of the 

Department of Mines and Resources in August 1949.30 

In 1952 the army decided that it needed the land at 

Niagara for a resumption of the military camps, cancelled 

the various leases, and re-occupied the leased buildings.31 

Until 1966 the grounds and buildings were used for summer camps 

for the regulars, militia, and cadets.32 

During this period references to the historic buildings 

are brief. In an undated inspection report, probably in the 

early 1960s, the writer noted that 

...the Lincoln and Welland Regiment used Butler's 

Barracks as permanent headquarters. In modifying 

this old building great care was taken to ensure 

that the original structure would be preserved, 

and it could quite easily be restored architec-
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turally, should the Historic Sites service decide 

to go ahead with such a project.33 

The building is probably the two storey barrack. The 

reference is somewhat obscure, but clearly some kind of 

structural changes had been made, perhaps no more than 

interior partitions. Possibly these modifications could 

account for the use of modern brick in the infill in the 

walls of the north room on the second floor. 

This same report also refers to what must be the Gun 

Shed. 

One other old building in which they [Historic 

Sites] are interested is currently being used 

for Ordnance Stores, but it has been condemned 

and was up for demolition until Historic Sites 

expressed an interest in it. Most of the 

original lumber, hardware, etc., has been kept 

intact, but the roof is sagging badly and 

repair work should be undertaken as soon as 

possible. 34 

An appraisal report of 1 December 1965 in part corroborates 

this description. 

It has been constructed with a stone foundation 

with the exception of one end which is concrete 

block. Down the centre there is also a stone 

wall....The exterior is corregated iron siding 

applied over wood from planks ranging in various 

widths. The structure of the building shows the 

roof rafters 6" x 6" on 40" o/c covered with 1" x 

14" planks. 
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The floor structure is floor joists of 

8" x 8" wood covered with 2" x 8" and 2" x 10" 

floor boards. 

Exterior roof covering is rolled asphalt 

roofing which could only be considered in poor 

condition. 

This building has been listed presently as 

unsafe. This is because of an area at the rear 

of the building. Several of the floor joists 

have either rotted or have become pulpy. This 

has allowed the roof structure to sag creating a 

lengthy bow in the roof.35 

In September 1965 this building was turned over to the 

Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources.36 

In 1966 the army decided that Camp Niagara was no 

longer required and the lands and buildings were declared to 

be surplus. The National and Historic Parks Branch of the 

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 

indicated their interest in maintaining the two storey 

barrack, the commissariat store, and a nearby modern pre

fabricated storage building. (It already had acquired the 

gun shed.) In 1969 the Crown Assets Disposal Corporation 

transferred the buildings to the control of the 

department.37 To-day Parks Canada is developing Butler's 

Barracks as one of its three historic sites in Niagara-on-

the-Lake.38 
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Conclusion 

In 1871 much of the historic British military base at 

Niagara still existed. True, the Engineer's Complex was 

gone, Fort George was not much more than earthworks, and 

Navy Hall had been moved from its original location. On the 

other hand, Butler's Barracks and Fort Mississauga, although 

deteriorating, were still mainly intact. The passage of 

over a century, the activity of summer militia camps and the 

training camps of two world wars rendered more change 

inevitable. As well the growing awareness by governments of 

the historical significance of the military base resulted 

in other changes. The hospital burned abut 1880. The 

wooden buildings in Fort Mississauga were removed by 1890, 

leaving only the massive tower, two powder magazines, and 

earthworks which have suffered both from the vicissitudes of 

time and the indecision of man. Butler's Barracks has waxed 

and waned until to-day, only four of the historic structures 

remain. Navy Hall was moved in the late 1930s to a river

side site near but not on its original location, and was 

cased in stone as a protective measure. At the same time 

the Niagara Parks Commission, to whom the site was leased, 

bulldozed the historic earthworks of Fort George to create a 

near replica of the pre-War of 1812 fort which it operated 

as an historic site. To-day Parks Canada operates Fort 

George and uses Navy Hall as its administration building. 

Butler's Barracks is being developed and it is hoped that, 
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following successful local consultation, Fort Mississauga 

also will be appropriately treated. 
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