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Sir Frank Stillman Barnard

Summary:

Sir Frank Stillman Barnard was an industrialist and transportation
magnate who was elected to the House of Commons as the Conservative
member for Cariboo 1888-1896. After retiring from the business
world in 1906 he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of British

Columbia in December 1914 and served a five-year term.

Narrative:

The roots of the Barnard family in North America are very old
and have been traced back to Francis Barnard who settled in
Deerfield, Massachusetts in 1642. Sometime after the American
Revolution they came north to Canada, and on 16 May 1856 Frank
Stillman Barnard was born in Toronto, the eldest son of Francis
Jones Barnard and Ellen Stillman. In 1859 his father moved to
British Columbia during the Fraser River gold rush, and a year
later the rest of the family joined him on the west coast,
living at first on Vancouver Island before settling permanently
in the Cariboo district. After working at a variety of jobs
including police constable and ship's purser on the steamer
Yale, in 1862 Francis Barnard helped found the Cariboo Express
Company which carried mail between Yale and Cariboo. The business
prospered, and by 1866 he was able to buy out his partners and
at the same time extend operations to Victoria. Barnard's
Express, later changed to the British Columbia Express Co.,






