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Sir Frank Stillman Barnard 

Summary: 

Sir Frank Stillman Barnard was an industrialist and transportation 

magnate who was elected to the House of Commons as the Conservative 

member for Cariboo 1888-1896. After retiring from the business 

world in 1906 he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of British 

Columbia in December 1914 and served a five-year term. 

Narrative : 

The roots of the Barnard family in North America are very old 

and have been traced back to Francis Barnard who settled in 

Deerfield, Massachusetts in 1642. Sometime after the American 

Revolution they came north to Canada, and on 16 May 1856 Frank 

Stillman Barnard was born in Toronto, the eldest son of Francis 

Jones Barnard and Ellen Stillman. In 1859 his father moved to 

British Columbia during the Fraser River gold rush, and a year 

later the rest of the family joined him on the west coast, 

living at first on Vancouver Island before settling permanently 

in the Cariboo district. After working at a variety of jobs 

including police constable and ship's purser on the steamer 

Yale, in 1862 Francis Barnard helped found the Cariboo Express 

Company which carried mail between Yale and Cariboo. The business 

prospered, and by 1866 he was able to buy out his partners and 

at the same time extend operations to Victoria. Barnard's 

Express, later changed to the British Columbia Express Co., 
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became the foundation of the family's fortune. Francis Barnard 

himself, a strong advocate of Confederation in the Legislative 

Assembly, later went on to enter federal politics and sat as the 

Conservative member for Yale-Kootenay from 1897 until his health 
2 

gave out in 1887. 

After receiving his early education in Yale, Frank Barnard 

attended the Collegiate School in Victoria from 1866 to 1870 

before returning east to spend three years at Hellmuth College 
3 in London, Ontario. When he came back to British Columbia he 

entered military service with the No. 2 Rifles in Victoria 
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(1874-77) before joining his father's company in 1879. His 

advancement was rapid, and when the elder Barnard suffered a 

heart attack his son assumed the major role in running the 

business, becoming general manager in 1881 and president in 
5 . 

18 82. Soon his financial interests began to expand. In 1883 he 

formed the Victoria Transfer Company which has been described as 

a "combination freight company, taxi service and 'U-drive'" and 

of which he remained president until 1896. At the same time he 

also participated in a Syndicate which purchased the Hastings 

Sawmilling Company of which he served as a director from 1885 to 

188 9.7 on 8 November 188 3 he married Martha Loewen, daughter of 

Joseph Loewen, the owner of the Victoria-Phoenix 

brewery, and the couple spent their honeymoon in Portland, 
Q 

Oregon. 

Like his father, Frank Barnard decided to combine his 

business life with a political career. After serving as alderman 

for South Ward on the Victoria City Council in 1886 and 1887, he 

entered federal politics as a Conservative and contested the 

riding of Lillooet-Cariboo in the 22 November 1888 bye-election 

necessitated by the appointment of the sitting member, James 

Reid, to the Senate. When the results were counted, he had 

succeeded in defeating the Liberal candidate, Dr. Watt, by 29 
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