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Lanark Place, Abernethy, Saskatchewan 

Structural History 

By William Naftel, 

August, 1969 



INTRODUCTION 

The farm home of William Richard Motherwell at Abernethy, 

Saskatchewan is, in its outward appearance, a modified form of the 

Tuscan or Italian villa fashionable in eastern North America in the 

1850's and 1860's, and adopted about the same time, but to a lesser 

extent, for middle class domestic architecture in England, American 

antecedents commonly made use of the hip roofed style, topped with a 

deck or "widow's walk", usually but not always surmounted by a cupola. 

The roof invariably has wide eaves supported by ornamental paired brackets 

at varying intervals, and these brackets are usually repeated on porches, 

bays or whatever contemporary additions might be made to the basic 

structure , 

The design was not uncommon in Ontario at the time, though it 

never reached anything like the popularity of the ubiquitous gothicized 

version of the basic Georgian house. This design was simply the plain 

Georgian rectangle given a picturesque outline by the addition of a 

sharply peaked gable over the entrance, which then became a vehicle for 

a variety of interesting and inventive examples of the carpenter's art. 

The Italian style used at Lanark Place was, if we are to follow the 

theses advanced in the 1850's by Gervase wheeler , and the 1960's by 

Alan Gowans , more peculiarly suited to the American temperament as it had 

none of the mediaeval and aristocratic connotations of the gothic revival. 

This last came to be considered as virtually the English national 
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style, implying as it did ideas of tradition and evolution as opposed 

to republicanism and revolution. On the other hand, the Italian style 

could be compared with the Greek Revival and Federal buildings popular 

in the early years of the United States and hence linked with all sorts 

of anti-monarchical virtues. At the same time, the fact that it had no 

real basis in the history of architecture freed it from the rigid 

classifications that overtook the Greek, Roman and gothic styles. It 

thus became possible to indulge to the full a taste for the picturesque 

without fear of encountering any rebuke from the scholarly. 

Bellevue House in Kingston is an example of the Italian villa in 

full fig in an Ontario setting and it is possible to find others 

throughout the province equally exuberant, though not with the frequency 

that they occur throughout the eastern United States, particularly in 

northern New York and the mid-west. 

The more conservative center hallway version similar to that adopted 

by Mr. Motherwell appears in the 1850's . It has not been 

possible to ascertain whether Lanark Place is in any way modelled on a 

particular house in Perth or the neighbouring counties which may have 

caught his eye during his youth. Nevertheless there are certainly stylistic 

resemblances with a number of homes throughout the province. Forest Home 

in Pembroke (fig. l) erected sometime before 1880 is a good example of the 

style in the Lanark-Renfrew area. Closer yet to home, the Henderson 

3 


