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EMILY CARR 1871-1945
An intense and inventive individual, Emily Carr sought
throughout her life to achieve expression of the west
coast in terms such as no other painter had developed.
In the artistic vaccuum of Victoria in the first half
of the twentieth century, she painted what she saw and
felt, whether the public accepted it or not.

A lonely

woman who preferred the society of animals to that of
the people she knew, she continually outraged the
sensibilities of good Victorians by her ingenuity, lack
of conformity, and unique painting techniques.

Through

her jottings and autobiographical books she has left
readers a humorous and vital account of life on Vancouver
Island at the turn of the century.

In her later years

her genius was widely recognized both in Canada and
abroad, and her paintings and writings constitute a
significant and valuable element of Canadian cultural
heritage.
Born in Victoria on December 13, 1871, Emily Carr
was the second youngest of nine children.
all boys, died in infancy.

Three children,

During her childhood, Carr1s

family consisted of her father, a stern disciplinarian,
her mother, a gentle woman who was often ill, her older
sisters, Edith and Clara, and younger than these two by
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several years, Elizabeth (1867), Alice (1869), Emily and
Richard, born about 1874.

Emily's vivid memories of the

Victorian town, of outings to the then wild Beacon Hill
Park and the Victoria Day Regatta, of the games and
imaginings of the three young sisters, Bigger, Middle,
and Small (herself) are humourously portrayed in her
sketches contained in The Book of Small.

Mrs. Carr died

in about 1886 and Mr. Carr, broken, retired from his
importing business and died two years later.

Edith, a

spinster, cared for the family, and Emily, fiercely
independent even as a child, chaffed under her sister's
strict regimen.
Carr began drawing at an early age.

Her father

encouraged her prediliction and the three youngest Carr
ladies took drawing lessons after school.
showed most promise.

Emily's work

Whether prompted by a desire to

pursue her artistic talents or simply a wish to evade
Edith's iron rule, Emily convinced the family guardian to
allow her to take advanced art training in the United
States.

In about 1889, she travelled to San Francisco,

canary cage in hand, and settled in an apartment hotel
in the care of friends of Edith's.
San Francisco School of Art.

She studied at the

When it moved into a

mansion bequeathed to it, the school was renamed the
Mark Hopkins School of Art after its benefactor.

After
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about five years of study, Carr returned to her home in
Victoria.

Over the cowshed, she created a studio with

a large window looking out at Beacon Hill Park and
began to teach art to children.
By her own admission, Carr's work at this time was
"Humdrum and unemotional".

"As yet I had not considered

what was underneath surfaces nor had I considered the
inside of myself," she recalled, "I was like a child
printing alphabet letters. I had not begun to make
2
words."
Her watercolours were mostly of landscapes,
subjects she preferred to indoor, still life work.

This

was consistent with her inclinations in other areas.
She preferred a pony-ride or picnic to entertaining
Lizzie's ever-present missionary friends at home.
Ironically, it was one of these friends, a woman
missionary to the Nootka at Ucluelet, who gave her an
apportunity to become acquainted with the Indians of
British Columbia.

As her stories indicate, Carr had an

interest in and admiration for the Indians of the
Victoria area even as a child.

Her father's tales of

visits to the northern coasts of the province, of the
tangle of growth and the primitive strangeness of the
people fascinated her.

So when the opportunity was

offered, she joyfully packed her sketching equipment for
a summer with the missionaries at Ucluelet.
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The simplicity of the missionaries' living
accommodations pleased her.

The Indian chief of the

village accepted her as one who was unafraid,
unpretentxous, and blessed with a sense of humour.
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She was intrigued by the Indians' apparent stoic
adaptation to their environment and resolved to learn
more of their culture and symbolism.

Beyond that, she

was enthralled by the "lovely vastness" of the British
Columbia rain forest, with "no boundaries, no beginning,
4
no end, one continual shove of growing."
She found
the forest to be mysterious, silent, ominous, yet joyful,
alive, infinite.

She was profoundly impressed, and

"storing, storing, all unconscious, my working ideas
against the time when I should be ready to use this
5
material.
Frustrated in her attempts to express her feelings
on canvas, Carr realized that she needed further training.
For this reason, and also to escape an over-ardent suitor,
she left for England, arriving in London in August, 1899.
She was determined to absorb as much instruction as
possible.

In addition to her regular courses at the

Westminister School of Art, she joined evening classes
in clay modelling and drawing.

She was never happy in

London, despite the fact that her fellow-students liked
their exotic Canadian transplant.

The city depressed her
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exceedingly; she was like a potted pine; the city "wilted
the very life out of me," she wrote.

Through overwork

and malnutrition, she became anemic.

After a summer-long

visit from her sister Alice in 1901, she decided to leave
London.
She retreated to the art colony at St. Ives to study
watercolour sketching under Julius Olsson and Algernon
Talmage.

Olsson wanted his students to work on the sunny

shale beaches, but Carr preferred sketching in the local
copses, sharing her lunch with a curious, friendly sow.
She was still debilitated at the summer's end and, hoping
that continued country air might effect a cure, decided
to study at the Herkimer School of Art, Hertfordshire.
The methods there were not to her liking, so she soon
shifted to the Meadows School under John Whiteley, at
nearby Bushey.

The following autumn she returned to

London, where she suffered a serious fall.

The doctor

who examined her discovered that the fall was as a result
of dizziness, a symptom of a severe case of pernicious
anemia.

Although Carr1s sister Lizzie came to fetch her

home, the doctor pronounced her too weak to travel.

She

recommended a long recuperative rest at the East Anglia
Sanatorium in Suffolk.

Carr detested the depressing

institution but her innate optimism and humour remained
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alive.

Her sketches of the place, both written and

drawn, form the basis of her book, Pause.

Carr occupied

her time raising song birds to take back to Canada.
They had to chloroformed eventually for she was too weak
to care for them and they were too tame to be turned
loose.

After trying eighteen months in the sanatorium,

she returned to Bushey for three months, but, seized by
homesickness for the tangible vastness of Canada,
abruptly left England in 1904.
She spent a delightful autumn with friends in the
Cariboo and then continued on to Victoria.

Carr's

sketches, only mildly impressionistic, were rejected as
too modern.
moved there.

Hoping for acceptance in Vancouver, she
The Ladies' Art Club invited her to

instruct, but she expected the ladies to work at their
pastime.

Whithin a month she was dismissed.

She turned

to teaching children, taking her classes on sketching
excursions to the harbour and to Stanley Park where there
were fewer "rubbernoses."

She often went alone to the

Kitsilano and North Vancouver Indian Reserves.

In the

latter reserve she met Sophie, a stoic Salish Indian,
mother of twenty-one, all deceased, who sold baskets
door-to-door in the city for a livelihood.

Carr became

known on the reserve as "Sophie's Emily" and Sophie was
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passionately possessive about her friend.
Back in Victoria in 1905, Carr spent the year
working at her technique, supporting herself by cartooning
for a local tabloid, The Week.

In the summer of 1906,

Emily and Alice fulfilled a lifelong ambition and
travelled up the British Columbian coast by boat to
Skagway.

By this time Carr knew enough of Indian culture

to recognize the totem poles in every village for what
they were; distortion which appeared grotesque to the
casual observer was to her an accentuation of the
o

essential attributes of each symbol.

The Indian art

forms were full of the meaning and mystery of the forest,
carved out of the spirit of the great logs rather than
9
into them.
Carr was cognizant of the anthropological
significance of these totem and mortuary poles.

She

returned home, determined "to picture totem poles in
their own village settings, as complete a collection of
them as I could."
Although her depictions were historically accurate,
Carr felt that her technique was inadequate to capture
the intangible strength of the Indian art.

She hoped

that the "new art" taught in Paris circles might help her
solve her dilemma and to learn the modern methods, she
left for Paris in July, 1910, accompanied by Alice.

She
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enrolled in the Académie Colarossi, a school in which
the sexes were integrated in class.

She hoped through

contact with male artists to strengthen her work.
Because the instruction was all in French, it was quite
useless to an anglophone.

She left the school after a

couple of months to study under John Fergusson and later
Harry Gibb, a Scottish painter profoundly influenced by
both the Impressionist and Fauve schools.

The atmosphere

of the large city proved oppressive and she suffered a
return of anemia.

She spent three months in hospital

and then she and Alice wintered in the bracing climate of
Sweden.

When she returned to France, she joined Gibb in

painting classes in Cressey-en-Brie, outside Paris, and
refused to show her his own endeavors for fear of
influencing her overmuch.

Carr's final French studies

were under a New Zealand watercolourist at Concarneau.
When she returned to Canada in 1911, she showed her
paintings in Victoria and then in Vancouver in March, 1912.
Her work was denigrated by the conservative elements in
art circles as too daring and too "French".
general interest in what she produced,
her old teaching position.

Despite

she was refused

She returned to Victoria

despondant but determined to continue her work.

She

frequently took lengthy trips up the Island coasts into
deserted Indian villages collecting material.

Burdened
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with her sketching and camping gear and followed by a dog
or two, Emily Carr became a familiar sight in one or
another coastal village each summer.

The totemic paintings

which resulted from her sketching expeditions were much
more expressive than earlier works.

She had benefitted

greatly by her French exile.
As rising taxes made the maintenance of the Carr
homestead unfeasible, the estate was divided amongst the
four spinster sisters in 1912.

Edith and Lizzie remained

in the old house, Alice had a school-house built in one
corner of the property and Emily designed and had built
a four-suite apartment house on the opposite corner.

She

and her dogs, cat, monkey, birds and white rat occupied
a studio-apartment on the second floor.

She hoped to

support herself in her painting with this income property.
The problems connected with having tenants combined with
increased taxes and plummeting rents during the war years
to frustrate her hope.

Carr gave up painting almost

entirely, built herself a kiln and sold pottery and rag
rugs emblazoned with Indian designs to augment her income.
She also bred Old English Bobtail Sheepdogs as a further
supplement.

Nonetheless, by 192 5 she was forced to vacate

he beloved studio and move her quarters to the attic.
The extra space was required for more boarders.

She held
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occasional exhibits throughout these years, but she
claimed that her work was rediculed or ignored.

There

were a few people, however, who recognized enough merit
in Carr's work in these bleak years to champion it.
was Mortimer Lamb, a

One

Vancouver art critic, who on

several occasions urged that her work be given wider
12
showing.
Mark Tobey, an American artist who spent
several weeks over the course of two summers working out
of Carr's studio, explained his techniques for expressing
space to her and was most impressed by her work. 13 Three
ethnologists lauded the historic and artistic merit of
her work.

Dr. C.F. Newcombe and his son, William,

neighbours of Carr's, had an avid interest in her work
and included a large number of her sketches among their
collection of Indian artifacts.

Dr. Marius Barbeau,

Director of the National Museum, first saw her work in
the homes of Haida Indians, and found them intriguing
from both anthropological and artistic perspectives.
He visited Carr in 1915 and again in 1921, but was
received coolly.

In the mid-twenties, he convinced Eric

Brown, curator of the National Gallery, to hold a show
of West Coast Indian art.

Supplemental to the display

were twenty-six of Carr's totemic paintings as well as
14
several of her rugs and clay pieces.
The show in
Ottawa in December, 192 7, was unsuccessful, but the trip
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east proved to be a turning-point in Carr's career.
At Brown's suggestion, Carr had read about the
innovative Group of Seven and their techniques for
rendering the omnipotence of the Canadian Landscape.
She was interested in seeing their work, feeling for the
first time a sense of kinship with fellow Canadian
artists.

Here were men who were grappling with the same

problems she had been trying to resolve. It seemed that
15
their solutions were similar to hers.
On her way to
Ottawa she visited Frederick Varley in his Vancouver
studio.

Then in Toronto she met A.Y. Jackson, Arthur

Lismer, Lawren Harris and J.E.H. Macdonald.

Of the five

she met she was most impressed by Harris, who became her
friend and mentor.

He posed problems in their long

discussions in the studio, and afterwards by correspondence:

she found her own solutions.

At his inspiration,

she gradually deleted the Indian motifs from her work.
They were no longer necessary.

She was truing to express

the God in the land, the life force so evident to her in
the forest.

She did not need the crutches.

The group was enthusiastic in their support of Carr.
Her work was now in greater demand.

In March, 19 30, the

Victorian Women's Canadian Club sponsored a one-man show.
She was pleased by the recognition.

In one of her rare

addresses given at the club luncheon, she asked not that
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the people like her work, but that they try to appreciate
-1 c

it and understand what she was attempting to do.

In

her work she tried to convey that same sense of being
watched which was endemic Indian art, with the effect
that the viewer, like the painter, was intimately
involved in the scene.

She had little patience with

those who found precise details—date, time of day,
place—relevant to the painting.

She keenly felt that

they had missed her objectives, and that the painting
was somehow unsuccessful.

In an effort to acquaint the

public with her work and that of contemporary Victoria
artists, she opened the lower two apartments in her house
as a people's gallery in 19 33.

Although it was well

received initially, there was insufficient interest in
art in the city to warrant its continuation.

Regretfully,

she rented the apartments to tenants again.
By this point she had fallen away from the influence
of the Group of Seven and Lawren Harris.

The group were

theosophists; Carr had evolved her own intensely personal
religion based on a Christian God and therefore rejected
Harris' religious notions.
is God made manifest.

To Carr "every living thing

All real art is the eternal seeking

to express God, the one substance out of which all things
are made,"17 she wrote in her journal. She continually
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wrestled with a certain deficiency in her painting, an
absence

which she refused to label.
"Listen, she wrote, this perhaps is the
way to find that thing I long for: go
into the woods alone and look at the
earth crowded with growth, new and old
bursting from their strong roots hidden
in the silent, live ground, each seed
according to its own kind expanding,
bursting, pushing its way upwards
towards the light and air, each one
knowing what to do, each one demanding
its own rights on the earth. Feel
this growth, the surging upward, this
expansion, pulsing life, all working
with the same idea, the same urge to
express God in themselves—life, life,
life, which is God, for without Him
there is no life. So, artist, you too
from the deeps of your soul, down among
dark and silence, let your roots creep
forth, gaining strength. Drive them in
deep, take firm hold of the beloved
Mother Earth. Push, push towards the
light. Draw deeply from the good
nourishment of the earth but rise to
the glory of the light and air and
sunshine. Rejoice in your own soil,
the place that nurtured you when a
helpless seed. Fill it with the glory—
be glad."18

As she became involved in this wish to express life
forces, her work became more deft.

To leave the viewer

with the impression of unity as she perceived it, she
used great broad swirls, carefully arranged but not
19
contrived.
She filled her paintings with light, space,
and air.

She became obsessed with the idea of movement,

to the extent that she frequently dreamed of expanses of
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green living things.

In her latter days, the dreams

became so vivid that she almost felt that she could find
the valley where life teemed about as it did in her dream.
20
There, she felt, she would find the answers she sought.
In 19 33, Carr acquired "the Elephant," a shell of a
caravan which she outfitted to suit her needs—a palette
bed, convenient bookcases above it, a stove which she
affectionately dubbed "old Smelly", boxes and beds for
her menagerie.

From spring through fall she had the

caravan towed to various sites on the island and on the
southern mainland.

"The Elephant" gave her mobility and

suitable quarters.

She sketched quickly and

impressionistically, using oil paint diluted with
gasoline.

During the winter months she used her

multitude of sketches as a basis for larger compositions.
By 19 36 her work had become more widely accepted,
and it became possible for her to live from her sales.
She traded her apartment building for a house, which she
rented out, and a cottage on Beckley Street.

At first,

the process of uprooting was painful, but gradually she
accustomed herself to her new abode "until it fitted the
idiosyncracies of her way of life like the spiral shell
of a snail."21 She painted prolifically during these
last years.

In January, 19 37, she suffered a heart

attack serious enough to hospitalize her.

At this time,
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Eric Newton, art critic for the Manchester Guardian,
visited her to obtain paintings for the Tate Gallery in
London.

Her friends showed her paintings.

"It must

have been almost as if I was dead," wrote Carr; "I don't
want to be dead: I want to sketch and understand
22
deeper."
Her tremendous will to live helped in her
recovery, but now she had to save her energies.

Because

her sketching excursions were limited in the number and
length, she spent most of her time reworking old sketches.
In 19 39 she suffered a second stroke and it was decided
that she should not live alone.

After adding a bathroom

and a studio, she moved into a suite in the back of the
house owned by Alice, her only living sister, who was by
then almost blind with cataracts.
Throughout her life Carr had used writing as a means
23
of ordering her thoughts.
She was able to capture the
minutest detail at a casual glance, and this talent for
observation and recall she was able to incorporate in
her jottings.

For her own satisfaction, she had taken a

correspondence course from the Los Angeles Institute of
Authorship in 1926.

Again in July, 19 34 she attended a
24
summer school course in composition in Victoria.
Over
the years she had written several poignant, vivid stories
about her experiences in various Indian villages in the
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province.

Timidly she showed these to friends, noteably

Flora Hamilton Burns and Ruth Humphrey.

Her style—crisp,

simple, earthy—did not conform to the literary ideal of
the day.

The stories were punctuated and paragraphed
25
until Carr barely recognized them as her own.
These

women showed her stories to Garnet Sedgwick and Fred
Brand at the University of British Columbia, who received
them enthusiastically.

Ira Dilworth, Regional Director

of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, read some of
the stories over the air in the late 1930's.

The word

pictures composed by Carr were more effective in reaching
the public than were her paintings.

It was suggested

that she publish her collected stories.

When Clarke

Irwin eventually accepted them, the resultant volume,
Klee Wyck,

was awarded the Governor General's medal for

non-fiction in 1941.

As illness curtailed her painting,

Carr turned to self-expression in words more frequently.
Two books about her experiences in Victoria, the Book of
Small (including A Little Town and A Little Girl) and
The House of All Sorts (about her apartment house) were
published before her death.

Growing Pains, an autobiog-

raphy, The Heart of a Peacock, a book of animal tales,
and Pause:

a Sketch Book, about her year and a half in

the East Anglia Sanatorium, as well as her journals,
Hundreds and Thousands, were all published posthumously.
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All her books

like h e r p a i n t i n g s , w e r e

personalized interpretations

exceedingly

of e v e n t s .

Carr's

spelling

and p u n c t u a t i o n a d m i t t e d l y w e r e a t r o c i o u s , b u t h e r
telling idiosyncracies

i n c l u d i n g h e r h a b i t of

k e y w o r d s in m i d - s e n t e n c e and r u n n i n g

capitalizing

sentence-thoughts

together have unfortunately been eliminated by
editors.

careful

Although Carr never considered her writing

paramount importance,
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nonetheless

the b o o k s

i n v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t s i n t o the a u t h o r ' s

provide

character.

In 1 9 4 2 , C a r r took h e r l a s t s k e t c h i n g t r i p
Mount Douglas Park.

of

H e r p r o f u s i o n of s k e t c h e s

into
resulting

from the t r i p w e r e to h a v e formed the b a s i s of a show
to b e h e l d in V a n c o u v e r in the s p r i n g o f 1 9 4 5 .

Bedridden

b e c a u s e of a third a n d m o s t s e v e r e h e a r t s e i z u r e , she
s t r u g g l e d t o finish h e r w o r k , p a i n t i n g for five o r

ten

m i n u t e s at a t i m e w i t h h e r e a s e l at the end of h e r b e d .
W h e n the w o r k s w e r e m o u n t e d at last she felt tired.

She

d e c i d e d to take a few w e e k s r e s t at a n u r s i n g h o m e .
T h e r e , a w e e k l a t e r , on M a r c h

2 , 1 9 4 5 , she

E m i l y C a r r is u n q u e s t i o n a b l y
artists.
on c a n v a s .

died.

o n e of C a n a d a ' s

finest

She s o u g h t a l w a y s to e x p r e s s h e r i n n e r m o s t

self

H e r w o r k h a s b e e n c o m p a r e d to t h a t done b y

G a u g i n and V a n Gogh in the l a t e r y e a r s of t h e i r c a r e e r s .
F i e r c e l y i n d e p e n d e n t e v e n in later l i f e , the style

and

28
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technique she evolved were totally and necessarily her
own.

The adulation which came after 19 30 she regarded

as superfluous.

An insecure woman with an abrasive shell

of defense, she had few friends, and no-one whom she
could call a kindred spirit.

She never painted for the

masses, for to her no artist could "write or paint
anything that is not your own, that you don't know in
your soul.

Don't take what someone else has made sure

of and pretend its you yourself that have made sure of
29
it till its yours absolutely by conviction,"
she
cautioned.

For art critics she maintained a life-long

distain, dismissing their jargon as "tripe," "There is
no right and wrong way to paint except honestly or
dishonestly," she wrote.

"Honestly is trying for the

bigger thing.

Dishonestly is bluffing and getting
30
through a smattering of surface."
To one person who
suggested that few people understood her work she
commented, "Now I can't see what there is to be understood.

They [her paintings] are just woodsy statements,

no secrets or obscurities beyond the fact that life
itself is a mystery.
bit on the back:
4.

Perhaps folks would like a numbered

1. a tree, 2.

a fool looking.

a root, 3.

a grass,

Oh life, life, how queer you are!"

31

Her work, both painting and writing, is all the more
remarkable when one remembers the lack of encouragement,

20

whether real or imagined, in her first fifty years of
work, and the utter scorn with which many Victorians
regarded their non-conforming artist.

Despite adversity

her genius gave rise to monumental interpretations of
what she described as "the grandness of Canada in the
raw, not because she is Canada but because she's
something sublime you were born ihto, some great rugged
32
power that you are part of."

21
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The First Meeting of the Executive Council of Upper Canada
Carol MacLeod
The first Executive Council of Upper Canada initially met in St. George's
Church, Kingston, on Sunday, July 8, 1792.

Lieutenant Governor John

Graves Simcoe took his oaths of office, and the royal commissions detailing
the new form of government in the Canadas under the Constitutional Act were
read.

During the subsequent three weeks, the Executive Council established

the basis for the civil government of the province of Upper Canada. The
effect of the Loyalist influx into the sparsely settled lands of western
Quebec had thus been reflected in a change in the structure of government
in the colony.
In the closing decades of the eighteenth century, the fertile north
shore of Lake Ontario was settled by persons displaced during the American
Revolution. This rapid settlement radically altered the area then known
as Quebec. As western Quebec's scattered population increased, it became
obvious that for administrative purposes the area would have to be subdivided.
Therefore, in 1788, four districts were created-Luneburg, Mecklenburg,
Nassau and Hesse-but by the time Simcoe arrived in the province in 1792 even
this division was proving to be inadequate.

The new settlers had expressed

disatisfaction with the system of land tenure and the judicial system then
K

in force.

2

They had no wish to be ruled by regulations which, while perhaps

acceptable to the French inhabitants of the province, were completely foreign
to the political traditions of the American colonists.

Furthermore the

Canadian colonies had been a burden to the British government for several
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years prior to 1790.

3

British authorities felt the colonies should assume

some financial responsibility for local institutions, but suspected that
the newly-arrived Loyalists would not accept taxation without some form of
representative government.

In addition, they hoped that the granting of an

elected House of Assembly might effectively confirm the loyalty of the
American colonists by co-option.

Considering the differences in the French

and American political traditions and the vast area to be governed, it was
deemed expedient to divide the province.

By an Order-in-Council of August

24, 1791, the province was split into Upper and Lower Canada, following a
rough extension of the obvious topographical line of the Ottawa River.

4

This division was anticipated in the drafting of the Constitutional
Act.

The Act, which was passed by the Imperial parliament on June 19, 1791,

was to come into effect no later than December 31, 1791.
was established:

A bicameral system

a pseudo-aristocratic Legislative Council, the members of

which were appointed for life by the King, was intended to bolster the
authority of the Lieutenant Governor; the members of the House of Assembly
were elected for a maximum four year term. An Executive Council with
unspecified duties was appointed by the King to assist the Lieutenant
Governor in his executive functions. The Lieutenant Governor was instructed
to divide the province into districts and establish the number of elected
representatives from each.
5
in the House of Assembly.

In Upper Canada there were to be at least sixteen
In a Commission to Lord Dorchester, Governor of
c

the Canadas, on September 16, 1791, Simcoe's Executive

-j

and Legislative

Q

Councils

were named and specific instructions were given regarding civil

administration, land granting and other administrative matters.

The Consti-

tutional Act was promulgated by Alured Clarke, Lieutenant Governor of Lower
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g
Canada, to take effect December 26, 1791.
John Graves Simcoe, a former officer of a loyalist regiment in America.
was commissioned Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada on September 12, 1791.
An opinionated visionary with an abundance of schemes for the development o
of the province, he was keen to assume his new duties, and almost immediately
embarked for Canada.

He arrived in Quebec City in mid-November,to find

himself in an odd situation.

In his haste, Simcoe had left three of his

Executive Councillors behind in England.
Council, he could not be sworn into office.

Without a quorum of the Executive
Also, he had not clarified the

troop support his fledgling government would have in Upper Canada.

12

To

further complicate matters, when Lieutenant Governor Clarke proclaimed the
division of the province of Quebec, he then became Lieutenant Governor of
Lower Canada only, leaving Upper Canada bereft of all civil authority.

For

the period between December 26, 1791 and Simcoe's inauguration, July 8, 1792,
the civil government maintained in Upper Canada was completely without legal
13

14
With the arrival of spring, his troops,
and two of his Executive
15
Councillors,
Simcoe was able to rationalize his position in the Canadas.

basis.

Having left Quebec City June 2, Simcoe arrived in Kingston July 1, where the
party was joined by a third Councillor.
Kingston, which had been a fort of secondary importance at the British
conquest, was now a bustling military and commercial terminus at the eastern
end of Lake Ontario.

By 1792 there were approximately fifty houses, mostly

wooden, within the townsite itself,

17

and a population of about three
Io

thousand in the five townships around Kingston.

Kingstonians were
"|Q

confident that their settlement would become the provincial capital. " Simcoehad other plans for the site of a capital, but held his first meetings in
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Kingston, it being the first sizeable settlement west of the province's
eastern boundary.
Simcoe desired both to establish his authority

20

as Lieutenant Governor

and proceed with the business of the colony as expeditiously as possible.
On Sunday, July 8, 1792, Simcoe, together with three of his Executive
Councillors - William Osgoode, the Chief

Justice, Jacques Baby, a Detroit

merchant and Peter Russell, later confirmed as Receiver General - held a
21
public meeting at St. George's Church.

The commissions given to Simcoe and

Lord Dorchester were read and Simcoe was inaugurated.

The Executive Council

then met daily until July 21 in the "Council Chambers" presumably the
22
quarters of the commanding officer of the fort.
Since the purpose of the
meetings ostensibly was to establish civil government in the province, it
23
is not surprising that the minutes

record routine matters.

On July 9,

Osgoode, Baby and Russell took their oaths of office, Edward Baker Littlehales
was appointed Clerk of the Council and William Jarvis was appointed Secretary
and Registrar.

The instructions to the Executive Council were read and those

civil officers holding positions prior to the division of the province were
authorized to continue in them.

On July 10 began the important task of

dividing the province into counties and fixing representation as directed by
the Constituional Act.

The following day, Alexander Grant arrived at the

settlement to be sworn in as an Executive Councillor.

By July 15, work on

the division of the province into counties was complete and a proclamation
25
was issued detailing the changes, together with a proclamation summoning the
Legislative Council and Assembly to meet at Newark September 17, 1792.

The

next day the Legislative Council members were issued a writ-of summons and
three provincial officials were appointed.

For the remaining days of the

24

32

meeting the routine but essential business concerning land grants, municipal
matters, and official tenure were dealt with.
pc

On June 24,

the Executive Council, having completed its business at

Kingston, set sail for Newark, where the Legislative Council and the House
of Assembly were to convene the following September.

In this first series

of meetings of the Executive Council at Kingston, over a three week period,
the terms of the Constitutional Act as it applied to Upper Canada had thus
been effected.
established.

The institutional basis of the government of the province was
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Thomas Drxson

by Carol MacLeod
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Thomas Dixson
As British colonies on the Atlantic seaboard became established
and as commerce flourished, it was evident that the uneasy
division of the North American continent between French and
British empires could no longer be tolerated. In 1754,
Governor William Shirley of Massachussetts and Major Charles
Lawrence, governor of Nova Scotia, devised a scheme to drive
the French from Acadia.
Crucial to the plan was the capture
of Fort Beauséjour, on the Isthmus of Chignecto at the head
of the Bay of Fundy. British control of the Isthmus would
effectively severe land communications between Quebec and the
St. John River, and the French bastion at Louisbourg. On
June 16, 1755 a force led by Lieutenant Colonel Robert Monckton
captured the fort, renaming it Fort Cumberland. The tenuous
truce that had existed in Acadia for over five years was ended.
The capture of Louisbourg in 1758 completed British domination
of the area.
Although the Acadians of the Chignecto region professed
neutrality, the French, abetted by loyal Indians, and led by
a cunning, independent commander, Charles Deschamps, Sieur
de Raffetot et de Boishébert, continued guerilla activities
in the Isthmus for several years in an effort to confine the
2
British to their fort.
It became the distasteful, though
in his view militarily necessary, duty of Governor Lawrence
to decree the expulsion of the Acadian settlers who refused
to take an oath of allegiance. Official efforts were made
to settle soldiers on the fertile lands near the fort vacated
3
by the Acadians.
Perhaps intimidated by the ever-present
danger of French and Indian attack, and unfamiliar with the
intricate dyking system of the former settlers, few soldiers

41
took advantage of the generous grants offered.

But Lawrence

was anxious to introduce English settlement to the area. He
4
issued proclamations in 1758 and 1759 inviting colonists
from the Atlantic seaboard to settle in the rich agricultural
lands. Pledging that political institutions would be similar
to those in use in American townships, and offering free
transportation and stock, Lawrence's agents were able to
attract settlers from Massachussetts, Connecticut and
Rhode Island, where land was becoming increasingly scarce and
expensive. In 1759, with French guerilla activities somewhat
checked, a group from Connecticut cooperated with a number
of the commissariat and others at the fort to request a
5
grant of the township of Cumberland.
Cumberland soon became
a distribution point for settlement in the rest of the Isthmus.
In 176 3 and 1764, when a second pair of grants were made,
many of the original settlers had moved east to form Amherst
township and west to settle in Sackville township. Numbered
among the second group of grantees for Cumberland township
in 1763, were more personnel from the garrison, including
Thomas Dixson, a retired lieutenant in Goreham's Rangers,
who had been stationed at the fort periodically since 1755.
7
Born May 3, 1733 at Colchester, Connecticut, Dixson
had joined a provincial regiment in New England. He first
o

came to Chignecto with Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Goreham
9
in August, 1755.
The Rangers' primary task at Fort
Cumberland had been to curtail the harrassing activities of
Boishébert and other French in the Isthmus. They were also
largely responsible for rounding up Acadians and destroying
their homesteads. The French, with the advantages of
mobility and knowledge of the area, conducted a very successful
guerilla war, burning supply ships and driving off stock
from the fort. They were able to ambush the British troops
almost at will, and the frustrated forces at Cumberland were
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apparently powerless to combat this type of warfare.
Typical of the British ineffectiveness was an expedition
led by Lieutenant Thomas Dixson on July 20, 1757. The force
was sent out to destroy a French encampment about ten miles
northwest of Fort Cumberland. The French were warned and
when the force reached the site, it was abandonned. As they
returned to the fort, they discovered that the incoming tide
prevented their crossing the flats of the Aulac River. Forced
to attempt a crossing further upstream, they were ambushed and
all but Dixson and Alexander Mill were killed. These two
were captured and marched to French headquarters at Mirimichi.
A year later Dixson was able to escape with eleven others.
Apparently they were in poor physical condition after their
imprisonment, for only five reached Fort Cumberland on
17 July 1758.12 The rest returned to their captors' camp,
exhausted.
Presumably Dixson remained at Fort Cumberland although
Goreham's Rangers had been transferred in the meantime to
Louisbourg to assist in the capture of the fortress. 13
General James Wolfe was so impressed with the conduct of the
Rangers in this campaign that he requested six companies to
be sent with his forces to capture Quebec. 14 Dixson family
tradition contends that the Lieutenant was at the time a
prisoner at Trois Rivieres, having been captured sometime
during 1759 in another attempted raid against the ubiquitous
Boishebert and sent to Quebec to be ransomed. 15 It is more
likely that Dixson, having rejoined his regiment, was taken
during the assault on Quebec City.
On 15 November, 1759,
General Jeffery Amherst noted in his journal that a Lieutenant
Thomas Dickson [sic], a Ranger, was returned to Amherst's camp
at Crown Point in a prisoner exchange with Governor Vaudreuil
17
at Montreal.
Dixson remained with Amherst for the duration
18
of the campaign against the French in Canada.
After the siege of Quebec, Goreham's Rangers returned
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to the Chignecto along with another company of Rangers which
had been formed under Benoni Danks. 19 Goreham went to England
to try to have his Rangers officially established, 20 and
21
thence to Boston to recruit.
Upon his return to Fort
Cumberland in 1792, the Rangers joined the British expedition
against Havana under Lord Albemarle. 22 In Cuba many of the
men sickened and died, resulting in a decimation of the ranks.
At the conclusion of the Seven Years' War it was judged
expedient to reduce Goreham's Rangers, and the officers were
put on half pay. Dixson's last service prior to retirement
was to escort a group of forty-seven men who had enlisted in
the army for life to join the 17th Regiment at Fort Stanwix. 23
Then he returned to Cumberland to rejoin his wife, Catherine,
a sister of Samuel Wetherhead, who later participated in the
Eddy insurrection.

In late November, 1763, Dixson was granted

a substantial acreage near Point de Bute, and he settled down
to farm and raise his family.
By 176 3 both the Sackville and Amherst areas boasted
sufficient population to be constituted townships. With the
exception of a few people connected with the fort commissariat,
most of the settlers were of New England extraction. Several
Irish families had settled in the Onslow-Truro area, although
a proclamation of April, 1762 effectively halted Irish
24
immigration. " As the English became more secure in their
possessions, Acadian families who had been ejected prior to
1760 began to return to their old fishing villages along the
north coast, rejoining those who had already taken the oaths
of allegiance. In 1772, Michael Francklin, a protege of one
of Nova Scotia's leading merchants, and by then lieutenantgovernor of the colony, was able to take advantage of the
enclosure movement in England to induce scores of Yorkshire
families to settle Francklin Manor, his choice estate in the
east-central peninsula. Francklin was thus able not only
to save his estate from threatened escheat but to redress
somewhat the balance of settlers of English and American
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e x t r a c t i o n in the a r e a .
T h e i s o l a t i o n of the C h i g n e c t o I s t h m u s and the

shortage

of specie in the p r o v i n c e combined to p r o d u c e a m a r g i n a l
e c o n o m y in the area b a s e d on s u b s i s t a n c e

farming.

There was

little c o m m e r c i a l c o n t a c t w i t h e i t h e r the rest of the

province

or the A m e r i c a n c o l o n i e s , a l t h o u g h e x c e s s p r o d u c e w a s

sold

to the g a r r i s o n at F o r t C u m b e r l a n d .

W h e n the garrison

r e m o v e d to B o s t o n to m e e t the e m e r g e n c y

there in 1 7 6 8 , even

this small s o u r c e of revenue d i s a p p e a r e d .
rest of the p r o v i n c e by lack of o v e r l a n d

Cut off from the
25
roads
and by sea

b e c a u s e of d a n g e r o u s l y h i g h t i d e s and u n c e r t a i n
c o n d i t i o n s , the area b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y

was

weather

p a r o c h i a l in the

succeeding years.
Politically

t o o , there w a s no real a f f i n i t y b e t w e e n

s e t t l e r s of C h i g n e c t o and the H a l i f a x o l i g a r c h y .

In

spite

o f p l e d g e s m a d e by G o v e r n o r L a w r e n c e in 1 7 5 9 , and the
i n s t i t u t i o n o f the n e w E n g l a n d p o l i t i c a l

to c h o o s e t h e i r o w n local

in a m o v e to c e n t r a l i z e p o w e r in the a p p o i n t e d

In 1765

Belcher,

76

executive

M a n y s e t t l e r s r e s e n t e d the fact t h a t the

provincial

g o v e r n m e n t w a s d o m i n a t e d by a c l i q u e o f c o m m e r c i a l and
i n t e r e s t s , w h o d i d little to a l l e v i a t e the

had

officials

h a d b e e n a b r o g a t e d by L i e u t e n a n t G o v e r n o r J o n a t h a n

council.

initial

s t r u c t u r e , there

b e e n a g r a d u a l e r o s i o n of local p o l i t i c a l a u t o n o m y .
the right of t o w n s h i p s

the

military

impoverished

c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g in m o s t o u t - s e t t l e m e n t s .

The

Executive

C o u n c i l d i d n o t e n c o u r a g e p a r t i c i p a t i o n in affairs of s t a t e ,
e v e n g o i n g so far as to c o n v e n e the a s s e m b l y at times w h e n

it

w o u l d be e s p e c i a l l y d i f f i c u l t for r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to journey
27
to H a l i f a x .
In J u n e 1 7 7 6 , all t h r e e m e m b e r s for C u m b e r l a n d
i n c l u d i n g J o h n A l l a n , w h o h a d b e e n ill w i t h s m a l l - p o x , w e r e

unseated by the Executive Council, ostensibly for non-attendance. 2 8
In many settlers of the Chignecto Isthmus, the
independence resulting from isolation and alienation

from

the government in Halifax fostered a sympathetic attitude
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toward the struggles of the colonies further south on the
Atlantic seaboard. Among those advocating active support for
their New England neighbours were John Allen and Jonathan Eddy.
The Scottish-born Allan had come to Chignecto in 1759, when
his father was a sutler to the garrison; Eddy was from Salem,
Massachussetts. In August 1775, a group from Machias, Maine
approached General George Washington with a plan to capture
Fort Edward at Windsor and use this base to organize discontented
elements in the colony for an assault on Halifax. Washington
reminded the zealots that no request for intervention had come
from Nova Scotians. He realized that without sufficient sea
power, no revolutionary force could capture and retain the
province, and that, with his forces already overextended in
the Canadian campaign, he could spare no troops for an effort
at Nova Scotia. However, at the insistance of Congress he
agreed to dispatch two men to the province to assess the
situation. 29
Within the province itself circumstances combined to
bolster anti-government sentiment in the Isthmus. Suspicion
regarding the loyalty of the New England settlers in the
province was general among the members of the Executive
Council. Governor Legge was convinced that the New Englanders
were revolutionaries; 30 exceedingly alarmed at the denuded
state of the province's defenses, he requested the Executive
Council to call out the militia. In late November 1775, two
bills were passed, the first to muster one-fifth of the militia,
to be chosen by lot, and the second an ancillary bill to
provide for a poll-tax in support of the militia.

The province

was in an uproar over the bills, and refusal to muster was
rife.
Claiming that the militia was to be raised for use in
the revolting colonies, pro-American agitators were able to
use the militia issue to unite anti-government sentiment.

In

Cumberland County, John Allan was able to enlist the support
of both the New England settlers, who rejected the possibility

46

of fighting their relatives in the old colonies, and the
Yorkshiremen, who were reluctant to leave their newlyestablished farms.

A memorial signed by two hundred and

thirty-nine male residents of the county was delivered to
31
Legge on 23 December, 1775.
The governor, cognizant of his
weak position, both politically and militarily, hastily
suspended the offending legislation.
Interpreting the general accord evidenced in the memorial
as support for their cause, the American sympathizers sent
one of their number, Jonathan Eddy, to General Washington.
Eddy undertook to deliver a letter seeking American aid in
32
February, 1776.
Once agaxn Washington could spare no
troops, and this time even Congress showed little support for
33
a proposed invasion.
The best Eddy could obtain was a
pledge of arms and ammunition from Massachussetts colonists.
In Chignecto, Allan attempted to retain support for his
movement by decrying Legge's suspension of the militia bills
as a delaying tactic to quiet the New Englanders until troops
could be moved into the area. 34 As it turned out, Allan's
suspicions were well-founded. Following spring visits to
the area by Michael Francklin 35 and Charles Morris, both
Executive Council members, two hundred newly-raised Royal
Fencible Americans under Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Goreham
were stationed in the decaying fort in June. Later the
number was increased by a company to two hundred sixty. 3y
July, Francklin had convinced the Executive Council to put
a price on the heads of four of the local proponents of
revolution. Allan decided that it was time to convince the
Continental Congress to support insurrection. He left for
New England in early August, amid rumours that arms,
ammunition and supplies were being stockpiled by American
sympathizers in Chignecto.
Joseph Goreham, commander at Fort Cumberland, had spent
the decade since he was last stationed at the fort attempting
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to obtain compensation from the British government for the
money his family had expended on maintaining regiments in
the provincial army. 37 Embittered by the thankless attitude
of British officials, he viewed his position as commander of
a new regiment as his opportunity to get the recognition he
felt he so richly deserved. He was cruelly deceived. Governor
Legge was under specific instructions that the new regiment
was to be a provincial one, and therefore not eligible for
much support from the British treasury. Perhaps his inward
resentment borne of this situation might explain Goreham's
lassitude in making repairs to the fort and bringing in
supplies of food, wood and ammunition. Whatever the reason,
by November, when the much rumoured attack by the rebels
finally occurred, Goreham was exceedingly ill-prepared. The
winter supply of wood, for example, had not been laid into
the fort in the five months it had been reoccupied, while
in the harbour, ships that had arrived well over a week
earlier had yet to be unloaded.
While Goreham was lackadaisically preparing Port
Cumberland, Eddy was mustering support in Maine for an attack
38
on the fort.
Using Machias as a base, he was able to
recruit about twenty men. Allan journeyed to Machias late
in August to convince the impetuous Eddy to delay his
expedition until seasoned troops could be obtained, but was
unsuccessful in his efforts. Eddy gained the active support
of a handful of men from Passamaquoddy and Maugerville, as
well as sixteen Indians, bringing his motley force to about
eighty in number. During September and October, while he
awaited the arrival of the promised arms and ammunition from
Massachussetts, he camped with his men at the mouth of the
St. John's River. He employed his men in constructing a
crude trail up the west shore of Fundy as far as Goreham's
outpost at Shepody. When supplies finally arrived, Eddy set
out for Cumberland. On October 29, he easily captured the
Shepody outpost, taking fourteen prisoners, and pressed on
to the Acadian settlements at Memramcook and Petitcodiac.
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There a number of the inhabitants joined the expedition. When
he reached Sackville, the Committee of Safety was dismayed
at the small size of his poorly-armed band, but agreed to
attack the fort on the strength of Eddy's assurance that they
would soon be joined by reinforcements led by Col. Francis
Shaw of Machias. On November 7, Eddy dispatched a party of
thirty to take a supply sloop lying on the tidal flats in
front of the fort. The boat had arrived at the fort with
winter supplies on October 25,39 but unloading had been
barely started. Perhaps because the troops guarding the
boat were inexperienced, the predawn raid was successful.
Besides the guard, the raiding party captured troops sent
out early in the morning to continue the unloading operation.
Included in this group were the Regiment's acting engineer
and its chaplain, apparently suffering badly from the effects
of a night spent carousing. Goreham sent a party of fifty
men to retake the sloop, but by this time the tide had floated
her, and the men fired futile volleys which fell well short
of the boat.
In the meantime Eddy sent a small party to capture
Partridge Island, where a ferry linked the trail from
Cumberland County with Windsor and the only route across
the peninsula to Halifax. Eddy deployed his remaining
forces, now numbering about one hundred eighty, with local
reinforcements, around the fort. The two armies were almost
numerically even, but Goreham held the twin advantages of
high ground and superior arms. Nevertheless, convinced that
the rebels numbered four to five hundred, Goreham was
reluctant to challenge, preferring instead to consider himself
under siege. On three occasions, attempts to send word to
Halifax requesting assistance failed, more through Goreham's
own ineptitude than through any interference from the
insurgents. Finally, on about November 10,40 Lieutenant
Thomas Dixson, who had come into the fort at the beginning of
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the fighting, volunteered to cross to Windsor in a whaleboat,
accompanied by two soldiers and two local inhabitants. Dixson
was able to reach Wxndsor about five days later 41 and relay
news to General Eyre Massey, commanding officer at Fort Edward.
Dixson then continued on to Halifax to acquaint Governor
Mariot Arbuthnot 42 with the state of affairs in Cumberland.
Eddy attempted to storm the fort on the night of the
43
twelfth,
with about eighty men, but was repulsed. He
resolved to keep the British troops bottled in the fort until
the promised arrival of Col. Shaw. On the night of the 22nd,
the rebels fired several barns and houses near the fort.
Thinking he was again being attacked, Goreham panicked, and
ordered the remaining buildings demolished and the wood
brought into the fort. Eddy's men continued to snipe at
those who ventured outside the fort, and succeeded in driving
off some cattle from the area. Otherwise, little damage
was inflicted by either side. On the morning of the 27th
Major Batt, who had been dispatched by General Massey with
marines from Fort Edward, arrived in the bay off the fort.
The following morning the troops landed under Batt's command,
and on the morning of the 30th, surprised the rebel camp.
Outnumbered by a superior force, the rebels fled westward to
take a stand on the St. John River. When reinforcements
from Machias failed to appear and news reached them that
British patrol boats on the Bay of Fundy had been alerted,
the hopelessness of their position became evident to the
rebels. They gradually dispersed to their homes.
Even had Eddy's poorly-engineered attempt to capture
Fort Cumberland been successful, his chances of holding the
fort were slim, given the lack of preparation and the poor
state of the rebels' arms. Arbuthnot treated the whole
expedition as one conducted by a group of "Banditry" intent
only on plunder. 45 Five prisoners taken by Goreham were
sent to Halifax for trial, one dying en route.

Two were
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convicted of robbery on the strength of the testimony of
three local residents, including Thomas Dixson. 46 Rewards
were offered for the capture of several rebel leaders,
including Allan and Eddy, and other known supporters of the
cause were dismissed from government posts they held. 47 Most
of the settlers took advantage of Goreham's offer of amnesty
to recant their part in the affair, although in the spring
of 1777, residents of the Chignecto Isthmus were still
considered "insolent and unruly" 48 by the provincial attorney
general. In mid-April 1777, Goreham was given authority to
administer oaths of allegience to all residents of the area,
sending those who refused to take such oaths to Halifax for
incarceration. Several families of prominent rebels took
advantage of assistance offered, by Allan to remove to the
United States. Late in November, 1777, Goreham apparently
was courtmartialled for his inglorious conduct during the
rebellion, but the charges were dismissed. 49
*
Although
American activity at Machias continued to worry Halifax
authorities, there was no danger that Nova Scotia would join
the revolting colonies after Eddy's abortive insurrection.
As a reward for his services to the King, Goreham
attempted to obtain a captaincy for Dixson, but the latter1s
health would not permit it.
Besides, Dixson had settled
into the life of the local community.

He was elected to the

legislative assembly in 1777, replacing the unseated member
for Cumberland town, and continued to represent the
constituency until the division of the province in 1785.
Cumberland then fell within the boundary of New Brunswick
and Dixson was returned in 1785, 1792 and 1795 as a member
of the legislative assembly for the County of Westmorland,
a position he filled without distinction until his retirement
at the expiration of the house in 1802.51 On 16 August, 1780,
52
he was appointed a Justice of the Peace for Cumberland County
and he rose to the rank of major in the local militia. He
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fathered ten children, four of whom chose military careers.
Thanks to the influence of Joseph Goreham, one son, Thomas
Law, was given officers' training in the regular British
53
army, and eventually became a major.
One of Dixson,
senior's daughters married William Allan, a brother of the
rebel leader. Thomas Dixson died 8 November, 1809 at his
Point de Bute home.
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Great Fraser Midden

by Carol MacLeod
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In 1892, in the course of constructing a road from
Vancouver to Sea Island in the Fraser Delta, workmen
unearthed several skeletons and stone and bone implements
near the v i l l a g e of Marpole, about twently miles from the
mouth of the r i v e r .

Charles Hill-Tout, an amateur

archeologist from Vancouver, was informed of the discovery.
He r e a l i z e d t h a t the roadbed had been cut through a midden,
probably of great a n t i q u i t y , and t h a t the contents of the
midden could shed much l i g h t on the prehistory of the area.
Using primitive techniques and a s s i s t e d by other i n t e r e s t e d
persons, he further i n v e s t i g a t e d the find over the course
of several y e a r s .
I t should perhaps be explained t h a t middens are "heaps
of refuse and other occupational debris t h a t have accumulated
at v i l l a g e and campsites".

The Fraser River, at the end

of the Ice Age, was a meltwater r i v e r .

S c i e n t i s t s speculate

t h a t the lower Fraser was probably more l i k e a fiord than
2
a r i v e r mouth.
By 13,000 BC, ice had receded s u f f i c i e n t l y
to permit some vegetation to develop, but between 12,00011,000 years ago, the g l a c i e r once again moved down the
Fraser

r i f t to within twenty-five miles of present-day

Vancouver.

By 8,500 BC, the g l a c i e r had again receded,

and vegetation very s i m i l a r to t h a t which characterizes
the area today, was f l o u r i s h i n g .

Released from i t s burden

of i c e , the c o a s t a l landmass elevated s l i g h t l y , and through
accretion, the fast moving Fraser River b u i l t i t s Delta i n t o
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the Gulf of Georgia at the rate of approximately fifty feet
per year.

Thus, the great Fraser Midden, on the north shore

of the north arm of the Fraser, was at one time situated on the
Gulf of Georgia at the mouth of the

River.

Sea and

Lulu Islands, opposite Marpole in the river delta were
tidal flats at the time of original settlement.

Shellfish,

one of the most important winter foodstuffs for the natives,
3
were in abundant supply at this location.
Clam and mussel
shells were the main component of the middens which formed
about seaside settlements.

As implements and artifacts

became damaged or outlived their usefulness, they too were
thrown onto the growing pile.

It was customary to bury the

dead, occasionaly accompanied by tools, ornaments or icons,
on the inland slope of the middens. In the absence of any
information aside from oral tradition, the contents of these
garbage dumps form a valuable source of evidence concerning
the cultural evolution of the Pacific coast of North
America.
Hill-Tout ascertained that the Great Fraser Midden, as
the Marpole (or Eburne) site became known, ran for about
1,400 feet along the former river bank; in parts it was
4
30 0 feet wide, and varied in depth from five to fifteen feet.
He estimated the total area covered at something in excess
of four and a half acres.

Archeological methods at the

time were not nearly so precise as at present.

No note

was taken of soil layers or the precise position of artifacts
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uncovered as excavation progressed.
a spade-and deduction.

Hill-Tout worked with

Because trees rodted in the midden

appeared to be from six to nine centuries old, the
archeologist concluded that the site had been abandoned for
about a thousand years.

He assumed that the inhabitants had

moved to a new village closer to the sea when the buildup
of silt deposits on the tidal flats had made them uncongenial
to marine life.

Considering the age of the trees on Sea

and Lulu Islands, Hill-Tout believed the islands to be about
a thousand years old.

Since German archeologists had

estimated that a smaller midden found in Denmark had been
several millennia in the making, Hill-Tout felt justified
in claiming a life span of 1000 years for prehistoric settlement at Marpole.

He concluded that the Marpole area had

been originally settled sometime prior to 100 BC.
To Hill-Tout, the most exciting finds in the midden were
the skulls of former inhabitants of the area.

In common

with fellow archeologists, he viewed cephalic indices as
indicative of racial type.

In the Marpole midden he found

two "types" of skull, one dolichocephalic or "long-headed",
the other brachycephalic or "broad-headed".

According to

skull measurements, all the extant natives of the Pacific
Northwest were of the latter type.

Hill-Tout concluded that

the presence of dolichocephalic skull low in the mound
indicated that the former inhabitants of the area had been
either displace or exterminated.

He used the evidence
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deduced from the skulls to draw a relationship between the
former inhabitants of the Marpole site and Eskimos, who,
• .
5
he claimed, possessed a similar skull conformation.

One

brachycephalic skull found showed signs of having been
trephined.

In this primitive surgery, the bone was scraped

away with bone or stone instruments to produce a hole in the
skull permitting the "evil spirits" affecting the patient to
escape.

It was the first example indicating that such surgery

had been attempted on the North American continent.
Hill-Tout also evinced a passing interest in the wide
variety of artifacts and implements taken from the midden
but did not attempt to establish a typology.

Largely at

his instance and through the influence of fellow member of
the Art, Historical and Scientific Association of Vancouver
and western member of the National Historic Sites and
Monuments Board, Judge F.W. Howay, a plaque was erected at
the Marpole site in 1937.

In his speech of dedication,

Hill-Tout noted that:
In view of the widespread interest
this prehistoric midden had called
forth in the anthropological world,
and because of the abundant
archeological treasures it has yielded
in the past 45 years, it seems to me
particularly fitting and appropriate
to mark and commemorate in some
suitable way the site upon which
it stood...
Although the imprecision of his methods has made it
difficult for recent archeologists to establish any sort
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of prehistoric chronology from his work, Hill-Tout was
instrumental in preserving many of the artifacts from the
midden which otherwise would have been destroyed.
Hill-Tout's excavations at the Marpole site were
an essential catalyst to archeological activity in British
Columbia in the last decade of the nineteenth century.
At that time, scientists connected with the Jesup North
Pacific Expedition sponsored by the American Museum of
Natural History and led by the eminent ethnologist, Franz
Boas, were gathering extensive cultural data from the
Pacific Northwest.

Harlan I. Smith, who became chief

archeologist of the National Museum of Canada in 1911,
was the group's archeological expert.

Working parallel

7
to Hill-Tout,

and using many of the same methods of deduct-

ion, he too postulated cultural change in the Fraser Delta
precipitated by migrations of racially, distinct groups.
His isolation of many large prehistoric sites is regarded
as his chief contribution to archeology in the province.
He felt the Great Fraser Midden was potentially one of the
most important discoveries in the province.

From the turn

of the century, until about 1950, more work was done on the
ethnographic and linquistic prehistory of the area than on
gathering archeological evidence.

In the 1940's, Philip

Drucker, an archeologist at the University of California
tested several sites known to have been occupied by specific
Indian groups, but no progress was made in devolving a
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chronology of occupation or a scheme of migration for the
Northwest Coast.
In 19 46, Charles Borden, then a lecturer at the
University of British Columbia, began archeological
exploration in the Fraser Delta.

With the assistance of

newly-developed Carbon 14 dating techniques, he was able
to establish a local chronology for the area.

He also

devised a systematic method of site designation which has
been applied throughout Canada.

Urban expansion and

provincial development endangered many of the known
archeological sites in the province, none more so than the
Great Fraser Midden at Marpole.

By 19 54, as industrial

development in Vancouver continued in the Marpole area, only
200 feet of the original midden remained undisturbed.

With

limited resources, and aided by volunteers, Borden systematically excavated this vestige of the once great midden.
He established a period of occupation for the Marpole site
from 400 BC to AD 450.
close.

Hill-Tout's considered guess had been

Borden concluded that the site was finally abandoned

about AD 1000. 8
From his work at Marpole, and from excavations at
nearby sites, Borden concluded that the Marpole phase of
9
culture was widespread in the Delta area, i For a time it
coexisted with another culture group, the Locarno Beach
phase, whose beginnings were somewhat earlier (about 1000 100+" BC) .

Certain characteristics of the Marpole phase
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including maritime orientation, highly developed woodworking
skills, good-sized villages with large houses of littoral
orientation, developed ability in the plastic arts and some
evidence indicating wealth oriented and stratified society
were present in the four excavated sites.

While it was

evident that the sea provided most of the food resources of
these inhabitants the variety of hunting and fishing gear
found suggested that food gathing activities were specialized
and sophisticated.

Both chipped stone and ground stone

cutting blades were found in close association in sites
explored, suggesting a melding of the two methods of producing
sharp-edged implements, which until the time of this culture
had been found in distinctly separate areas.

Borden also

noted the presence of the full range of tools needed to
construct dugout canoes.
Especially interesting were sculptures in stone and
antler found in Marpole phase sites.

Wilson Duff, curator

of the provincial museum, studied these sculptures and noted
that the same technique for carving was employed by these
prehistoric people as is used at present.

The style was

quite similar to the classic Northwest Coast style.
Duff and Borden tentatively disagree concerning the origins
of this aspect of Marpole phase culture: Borden, comparing
the Marpole artifacts with those he has found further upriver
in the vicinity of Yale and dated 3,500 - 1,100 3C, felt
that the art forms probably spread downriver; Duff deduced
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from the fact that the body of primitive stone sculpture
was found in the Delta area, that the Gulf of Georgia was
"the active centre of development".

12

Both investigators

agreed that the art forms reached a noteworthy sophistication
within the Marpole phase culture. 13
Although there seems to be some support for Hill-Tout's
theory of the Eskimoid origin of the Marpole people, modern
archeologists are reluctant to introduce hypotheses concerning
population migrations until much more groundwork has been
done.

Archeologist Roy Carlson suggested three possible
alternative explanations of cultural change. 14 Although he
admitted that Hill-Tout's theory of expulsion or
extermination of the inhabitants of Marpole is conceivable
he felt there was no extant evidence suggested a more cohesive
social organization than that existing in historical times;
the probability of one group of people acting in concert to
displace another was remote.

He suggested that changes in

natural habitat may have produced altered cultures.

As a

third and most likely hypothesis, he suggested that new
techniques were adopted from neighbouring cultures.

He

admitted, however, that one basis of available information,
it was impossible to do more than speculate.
Better methods of dating using tritium, and a broader
knowledge of the paleoecology and post glacial geology of
British Columbia are greatly assisting archeological research.
Rolf Mathewes, a palaeontologistat University of British
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Columbia, has shown that vegetation in the Fraser Delta area
was condusive to settlement 12,000 years ago.
demonstrated

Borden has

that sites in the Fraser Canyon were inhabited

9,000 years ago.15 Since the Gulf of Georgia area was
congenial to human habitation before the Yale sites it is
probable that settlement in the former area predates that
near Yale.

It is quite possible that the time depth of the

Great Fraser Midden is much greater than demonstrated.
Unfortunately, the opportunity to investigate the implications
of the great midden is gone.

Although the loss if its

treasures is a blow to archeology in British Columbia
the midden's imminent destruction was a stimulus bo further
archeological investigation throughout the province.

Largely

because the destruction of the Great Fraser Midden demonstrated the pressing need to protect fast disappearing
prehistoric sites, provincial legislation

was passed in

196 0 to preserve these non-renewable resources.

Scientists

can now study remains of prehistoric cultures, assured that
their work will be given some priority.

The most promising

sites are being studied with governmental funding.
we are to know with any certainty

But if

the history of human

occupation of the Northwest Coast of Canada, much work
remains to be done.

Such work will have great significance,

both in terms of the history of the country which we
occupy and in broader terms of the development of man.
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1

C E . Borden, "An Ancient Coast Indian Villiage in Southern
British Columbia", Indian Time, vol. 2, no.
15, (Winter 1955), p. 10.

2

See essays in University of British Columbia, Department
of Geography, Lower Fraser Valley: Evolution
of a Cultural Landscape, A.H. Siemans, éd.,
B.C. Geographical Series, No. 9, (Vancouver,
1968) .

3

R. Mathewes,"Paleoecology of Postglacial Sediments in
The Fraser Lowland Region of British Columbia",
(Ph.D, U.B.C. 1973), pp. 40-42.

4

What follows is taken from Hill-Tout's own description of
the midden in a speech made in 19 37 >when the
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada's
plaque was unveiled.

The Great Fraser Midden,

Art, Historical and Scientific Association
(Vancouver, 1938).
5

This realtionship has been confirmed by Dr. A.J. Bork-Felt
Kamp, in

her study of skulls at the

Nederlandsch Museum vor Anthropologic.

Some

Remarks on Skulls and Skull Fragment of
the Fraser Midden, British Columbia, Nederlandsch
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Museum vor Anthropolic Amsterdam, 1960, p. 28.
6

For a history of archeology in British Columbia see
R.L. Carlson, "Archeology in British Columbia",
B.C. Studies, no. 6, 7 (Fall-Winter, 1970),
pp. 7-17.

7

Although there is no direct evidence, it seems from the
almost total lack of reference one to the
other in Hill-Tout's and H.I. Smith's
work, that there was some jealousy between
the two archeologists.

There was certainly

very little communication and consultation.
From the files of the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board concerning the Great Fraser
Midden, it is clear that Judge F.W. Howay,
who worded the original plaque, relied
solely on information provided by Hill-Tout.
When asked to comment on the wording of the
plaque, Smith replied acerbically

that

commemoration of the Fraser Midden was inappropriate, as there were other middens in
British Columbia which could more easily be
taken over and preserved by the Board.

Smith

suggested that a definition of "midden" be
included on the text; that "some" be substituted for "many" "as four centuries were
hardly 'many'",' and that the phrase "when

75

the islands opposite were tidal flats" be
eliminated as he believed that Sea and Lulu
Islands had always existed as islands.

Howay

informed J.B. Harkin that Smith had approved
the essence of the plaque's text at an
earlier date and that the Howay

wasn't about

to change it.
Howay took great delight in organizing
unveiling ceremonies for his plaques.

The

Great Fraser Midden plaque was no exception.
On Sept. 25, 1936 he wrote Harkin concerning
his arrangements. "As to the Great Fraser
Midden", he wrote, "I would like it to be
the next [plaque unveiled] in B.C., for
the reason that at it's unvieling, I will have
as the main speaker of the day Professor
[sic] Charles Hill-Tout, who is a man who has
done much work on that site and who is the
outstanding authority here on matters
archeological.

He is now getting to be an

old man, but in possession of all his
faculties.

I would like him to see it up

and unveiled, whilst he is still in the
flesh."
8

Borden, "Coast Village", p. 10-12.
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River and Gulf of Georgia", 7Anthropology
in British Columbia, no. 5, 1956, p. 104.

12
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R.L. Carlson, "Excavations at Helen Point on Mayne Island",
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Adelaide Hunter Hoodies
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by Carol MacLeod
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Adelaide Hunter Hoodless 1857-1910
Adelaide Hunter Hoodless was one of a growing number of women who were
becoming more actively aware of their social and political milieu
late 1880's.

in the

Depression in these years resulted in severe hardship for

economic fringe groups.

Demands for reform came from two directions.

The disinherited groups, farmers and labourers, embraced the economic
panaceas of free silver and single taxism proposed by American populist
leaders.

A second thrust for social reform came from a group of

paternalists, urbanités of the upper classes and generally well educated.
Persons involved in this movement had a profound belief in the perfectability
of man; through "industry, sobriety, economy and intelligence"
person could improve his position in life.

any

Confident in the righteousness

of their way of life, these reformers sought to impose their values on
the impoverished

with such self-help institutions as settlement houses.

They steadfastly refused to acknowledge the economic basis of misfortune,
choosing instead to emphasize improvement in moral character as the
salvation of society.
Mrs. Hoodless' background and predilections were similar to those of
other paternalistic reformers.

Born in a farmhouse near St. George,

Ontario, she was the youngest of a Presbyterian family of thirteen.
Although her father had died some months before her birth, the family
continued to work the farm.

It is speculated that some of the children

received a university education and that Adelaide Hunter possibly attended
a ladies' college in St. Catherine's for a period of time.

She was
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obviously well-read.

In 1881 she married John Hoodless, a well-known,

respected and prosperous Hamilton furniture manufacturer and supporter of
2
conservative politicians in that city, and moved to the genteel family
home, "Earlscourt".

The Hoodlesses had four children, the youngest of

whom died in December 1889, aged eighteen months.
to impurities in the child's milk.

The death was attributed

While one in five children did not

reach adulthood at this time, it is unlikely that instances of infant
mortality were as high among the well-to-do as the poor, and the death
3
undoubtedly was a profound shock to the Hoodlesses. This unfortunate
event seemed to act as a catalyst in involving Mrs. Hoodless in public
affairs.

Her first campaign apparently concerned pressuring the Hamilton

Board of Health to control the quality of milk sold in the city more
4
strictly. With a family life financially and socially secure, Mrs.
Hoodless could devote herself to interests outside her home.
Mrs. Hoodless1 attitudes toward woman's role in Victorian society did
not differ greatly from those of her contemporaries.

Central to her

thinking was the idea that motherhood was the surpreme feminine fulfilment.
She felt that, because women were

influential

in forming the moral sense

of their off spring, the responsibility for the character of the nation
ultimately devolved upon its mothers.

She reasoned that "the subversion

of the natural law, which makes man the breadwinner and woman the
homemaker, cannot fail to have an injuruous effect on social conditions,
"5
both morally and physically.

When mothers took jobs outside the home,

they not only left their children bereft of personal guidance during their
critical years, but by entering the labour market, women were forcing men
out of the "common" occupations because they accepted lower wages for
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shop, secretarial jobs, and the like.

Worse still, they were Heaving

the distinctly womanly occupations to the illiterate and untrained."
Women's primary duty was to improve their skills as homemakers.

Only after

this had been accomplished could they rightfully challenge men in the
labour market.
While Mrs. Hood!ess believed the maintenance of the home to be woman's
first duty, she realized that some women prefered to work, whether because
of economic necessity or predilection.

She had faith in the doctrine of

perfectability and the value of a scientific education in the broadest
sense.

Like other activists, including many of the suffragists, she

believed that there were certain jobs to which men and women were ordained.
But their essentially classicist education left girls unsuitably trained
for jobs in which they might naturally be interested.

The fact that

"feminine" jobs, such as domestic service were regarded as lacking in
prestige,and therefore were poorly remunerated, further complicated the
position of women in the work force.

Mrs. Hoodless advocated "the developing

for women for (sic) different industries to those carried on by men, not
infringing upon men's duties... [to] give women the opportunity of
Q

becoming independent wage earners."

In her opinion such jobs included

cottage industries like butter and cheese-making, which mechanization had
taken out of the home and into the co-operative or factory.

If the

educational system offered girls the opportunity of learning these skills
in school they would no longer be forced to accept low-paying, unhealthy
factory positions.

Mrs. Hoodless reasoned that the introduction of

domestic science and manual training courses into the educational system
at all levels would offer girls the opportunity of developing their
special aptitudes.

Although she did not feel that a political voice for
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women was imperative, and so did not actively support the suffragists,
Mrs. Hoodless did recognize that women acting in concert constituted a
powerful pressure group.

Much of her energy was directed toward the

formation of nationwide organizations to educate women and to assist them
to improve their situation.
Mrs. Hoodless first became involved in a woman's group in 1891,
through the fledgling Young Women's Christian Association in Hamilton.
The early work of this group included the formation of a Christian reading
circle for girls new to the city, as well as provision of temporary
lodgings and a placement service for potential domestic employees.

Mrs.

Hoodless persuaded the group that girls with proper training could command
better positions, and by 1895 classes in the domestic arts formed an
integral part of the Y.W.C.A.'s programme.

As president of the Hamilton

branch and head of the Y.W.C.A.'s Canadian delegation, Mrs. Hoodless
attended the women's symposium of the Chicago Exposition of 1893.

When

she returned, she took it upon herself to contact all Y.W.C.A.' branches
in Canada, as well as the mayors of cities where branches might be formed,
with a view to forming a national organization.

As a result of the

ninety letters she sent, representatives of twelve Y.M.C.A.'s met in
Toronto on December 7, 1893 and formed a national association.

In 1895,

Mrs. Hoodless was elected its second president.
The Chicago Conference had been organized by the National Council of
Women of the United States; this group impressed upon delegates the
fruitfulness of concerted action on the part of women and urged that the
Canadian delegates form their own national council.

Under the patronage

of the feminist activist, Ishbel, Countess of Aberdeen, wife of the
Governor General, and president of the International Council of Women, a
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group of women representing Canadian women's groups from temperance leagues
to suffragists met in Toronto on October 2, 1893 to form the National
Council of Women. Mrs. Hoodless was nominated its first treasurer, a
post she held for a decade.

Enthusiasms of this group included most of

the popular social and humanitarian concerns of the day. At first most of
their action involved personal intervention, but soon they came to realize
that legislative action was necessary for permanent reform.

Over its

early years the group urged reform legislation in such fields as
appointment of female factory inspectors and police matrons, by-laws to
protect women and children, raising the age of consent from fourteen to
sixteen years of age, dental and medical inspection in the schools,
quality of care of the mentally retarded in provincial institutions,
revision of legislation governing illigitimacy to offer greater protection
to the mother, introduction of manual training and domestic science into
school curricula, and establishment of the Victorian Order of Nurses.
In these last two fields Mrs. Hoodless was particularly active. The
Victorian Order of Nurses, as the name suggests, was intended to honour
the Queen's diamond jubilee. The development of health care facilities
in Canada had failed to keep pace with population growth, especially in
the cities and new settlements in the west.

Relatively mobile, the V.O.N,

was instituted to treat patients in their homes. Local Councils of Women
were instrumental in raising funds and finding accomodation for nurses in
their communities. After initial objections from professional nurses
q

and medical associations were overcome, the project proved highly
successful.
Mrs. Hoodless was an active educationist throughout her public career.
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At every opportunity, she expounded her theme that improper academic training
was leaving women unsuitably educated to care adequately for their families,
or to enter the labour market with sufficient skills.

The idea of practical

technical training to supplement the classicist curriculum was not new.
As early as 1882, Dr. L.P. May, an inspector with the Department of
Education of Ontario, had recommended establishment of cookery classes in
schools,

but the cost involved was prohibitive.

During the 1890's

courses in manual training for boys, often funded by philanthropist Sir
William Macdonald, the Montreal tobacco magnate, were established in
various centres throughout the province.

It remained for Mrs. Hoodless to

convince educational authorities of the merits of manual training for
girls.

By the mid-1890's Mrs. Hoodless was president of the newly-founded

Ontario Normal School of Domestic Science and Art in Hamilton.

Qualified

persons were now available to teach girls the proper management of households
on a scientific and rational basis.

In 1903, at the instigation of Mrs.

Hoodless and through the generosity of Sir William, Macdonald Institite
was constructed at Guelph and the Normal School was shifted from Hamilton
to become affiliated with the Agricultural College in Guelph as a postsecondary institution.

Similar schools for advanced studies in domestic

arts existed in Truro, Halifax, Montreal, and Ottawa.

Sir William Macdonald

also underwrote the establishment of a residential college for the study
of agriculture, pedagogy and home economics at Ste. Anne de Bellevue.

By

1910, household science as a part of the school curriculum was common
throughout Canada; Mrs. Hoodless had become an accepted authority on the
subject and she was consulted frequently by both the Ontario Department
11
of Education

12
and the Carnegie Foundation in the United States.
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Historically, Mrs. Hoodless' most noteable achievement is acknowledged
to have been the foundation of the Federated Women's Institute.

The situation

of farmers in the front or first-settled townships of Ontario had altered
perhaps more radically in the previous fifty years than that of any other
group in Canadian society.

The quality of of farm life was particularly

sensitive to economic conditions.

Recurrent depression and fluctuating

prices in the 1880's had spawned quasi-political movements of agrarian
discontent such as the Grange.

Improved market conditions in cash crops,

proximity to lucrative urban markets, mechanization of farm labour, and
development of better methods of transportation and refrigeration combined
13
to force farmers to place farming on a more scientific basis. "As economic
conditions improved in the late 1880's, and the movements of discontent
faded, they were replaced by associations whose aims were mainly educational.
One such association was the Farmers' Institute, founded in 1884 in
Wentworth County by a local farmer, Eriand Lee, and an inspector of public
schools, J.H. Smith.
province.

The association soon had branches throughout the

It happened that in 1896 Mrs. Hoodless spoke at the annual

conference of the Farmers' Institute in Guelph.

Eriand Lee was so impressed

by her articulate plea for a more scientific approach to housekeeping that
he invited her to address the assembly on the local Institute's annual
Ladies' Night early in the new year.
On that occassion Mrs. Hoodless suggested that it would be advantageous
for the farm wives to form an association for mutual self-education similar
14
the the Farmers' Institute. The idea was warmly received and the following
week, on February 19, 1897, an organizational meeting was held in Stony
Creek.

Those present represented the cream of Wentworth County rural

society.

15
Named the Women's Institute of Saltfleet, the association held
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discussions on such innocuous topics as "rose culture" and "home decoration
by girls" as well as nutrition, sanitation, and "Women's Duties and
Possibilities." The success of the organization lay in a combination
of factors: distances between neighbours were decreased, the wives of
prosperous farmers had more liesure time, and the notion of perfectablilty
through education was a popular one. The Institute provided its members
with an opportunity to socialize and to learn at the same time. As was
the case with the farmer's institutes, the Women's Institute movement was
supported and funded by the Ontario Department of Agriculture.

In 1900,

Dr. G.C. Creelman, Superintendent of Farmers Institutes, wrote a circular
to farm women outlining the aims of Women's Institute and urging the
formation of branches in all townships of the province; within ten years
branches of the Institute were established across the country.

Since

that time the Women's Institute movement has become an integral part of
rural life in many countries, and has drawn into the world-wide Associated
Countrywomen of the World other similar organizations.

While the growth

of the Institute was in large part due to fortuitous circumstances,
Adelaide Hoodless did provide the initial impetus and retained her connection
with the movement as honourary president of the Saltfleet Institute.

She

always regarded the movement with sympathy.
Through her philosophies and activities, Adelaide Hunter Hoodless
alligned herself with the continental progressive movement at the turn of
the century.

Her firm belief in the essential goodness and perfectibility

of man was influenced by American reform thought. The solutions for the
problems of society, whether urban or rural, were the same. Like other
progressives, she touted adequate education as the cure for societal ills.
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She felt that women should occupy a rather special position in society as
its moral guardians.

Unfortunately, because of inadequate educational

facilities, they were failing to exercise their proper influence.

Only

through sufficient practical education could women realize their full
potential.

To this end, she recommended modification of the educational

system to include training in the domestic arts.
As an expert in the field of domestic science, Mrs. Hood!ess, more
that anyone person, was instrumental in introducing the now standard
course of home economics into the public schools of the Dominion.

With a

single mindedness somewhat unique among the progressive reformers of the
era, she pressed her chosen caause at every opportunity.

She maintained

that with proper training women could assume their destined role in the
affairs of the nation.

Although never a suffragist, her intuitive sense

of the influence of nationwide women's associations prompted her to become
involved in the formation of three national organizations, the Young
Women's Christian Association, the National Council of Women and the Federated
Women's Institute.

She was able to use these organizations skilfully to

promote her beliefs in the worth of a scientific education in the domestic
arts on a national basis.

A paternalist with an essentially urban view

point, Adelaide Hunter Hoodless devoted her mature years to improving the
position of women in Canada through education.

She died, aged 53, on

February 26, 1910, of a cerebral haemorrage, in the midst of a speech to
the Federation of Women's Clubs in Toronto.

The purpose of the speech was

to raise funds for the establishment of a School of Domestic Science at
the University of Toronto.
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Footnotes
1.

Richard Allen "the Social Gospel and the Reform Tradition in Canada,
1890-1928,* Canadian Historical Review, Vol. XLIX, No. 4, Dec.
1968, p. 383.

2.

Hamilton Herald,December 14, 1889, pg 4, January 15, 1890, pg. 1.

3.

Hamilton Herald,January 16, 1890, pg 4, John Hoodless wrote a letter
to the newspaper excusing his late absence from the municipal
political scene because of a serious family illness.

4.

Biographical information concerning Adelaide Hoodless is based largely
on information given about her in Ruth Howes pamphlet Adelaide
Hoodless, A Woman of Vision, 1965,written for the Federated
Women's Institute.

5.

Woman Workers of Canada:

Report of the Proceedings of the Fifth

Annual Meeting and Conference of the National Council of Women
of Canada. Ottawa, May 1898.

"The Labour Question and Woman's

Work and Its Relation to Home Life,"

p. 257. This was a paper

delivered by Mrs. Hoodless at the annual convention.
6.

Ibid, p. 260-

7.

Perhaps through her husband,who represented Ward 2 on the Hamilton
Board of Education for over two decades, Mrs. Hoodless gained an
intimate knowledge of,and abiding interest in,the educational system
in Ontario.

8.

N.C.W.C. Report 1898, p. 284

9.

Registered nurses and the Canadian Medical Association initially objected
to the Victorian Order of Nurses as nothing but a group of mid-wives,
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untrained to deal with other medical problems.
10.

Archives of Ontario, Records of the Department of Education.

Dr.

L.P. May. memorandum. January 1882.
11.

Much of the work of Mrs. Hoodless during her last ten years involved
consultative positions with the Ontario Department of Education under
G.W. Ross.

She was engaged to prepare a text for the Domestic

Science course in public schools in 1898.

The profits from this book

were donated to the National Council of Women.
12.

Mrs. Hoodless was asked to prepare a critical assessment of the
Carvegie Technical Schools in 1909.

13.

See D.A. Lauer, "The Development of Ontario Farming, 1870-1914;
Patterns of Growth and Change,"

Ontario History, XLIV, No. 4,

Dec. 1972. pp. 239-51.
14.

Mrs. Hoodless herself credits Dr. Mills, principal of the Ontario
Agricultural College at Guelph with conceiving the idea for the
Women's Institute. N.C.W.C. Report 1898, p. 216.

15.

Associated with the first Women's Institute were such people as
Senator and Mrs. E.D. Smith, Major and Mrs. F.M. Carpenter and
the Lees, fourth generation farmers at Stoney Creek.

16.

N.C.W.C. Report 1898.
p. 217.

17.

Ibid, p. 218.

Report of the Women's Institute of Saltfleet,
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Paul Kane

by Carol MacLeod
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Paul Kane
Paul Kane made two trips into the interior of British
North America: on the first in the summer of 1845, he
toured the Great Lakes as far north-west as Sault Ste.
Marie; on the second, begun the following summer, he
travelled across the North American continent with the
supply brigades of the Hudson's Bay Company to Fort
Vancouver, returning to Toronto in the fall of 1848.
Privileged to have the official sanction of the Hudson's
Bay Company and endowed with an innate sense of historical
significance Kane was fortunately able to witness and
sketch many aspects of Indian life at the time. In the
several hundred sketches done in these years, as well as
in the volume he published concerning his journeys, Kane
has left Canadians a unique record of the frontier just
before incursions of white civilization destroyed the
way of life of the Indians of western Canada.
Since Kane chose to base his public personality so
totally on his trip into the wilderness, very little is
known about the man's life prior to his great trek into
the interior.
Although for reasons known only to himself
Kane always claimed to be a Canadian, he was in fact born
in Mallow, County Cork, Ireland, probably on September 3,
1810. His father, having retired from the Royal Horse
Artillery in 1801, had settled for a time in nearby Fermoy.
Hoping to obtain a better life for his growing family,
Michael Kane emigrated to York, now Toronto, in about 1819,
and established himself as a wine and spirits merchant in
the pioneer village. It is not known where the young Paul
Kane was schooled, or how long he attended classes; whether
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he manifested an interest in or talent for drawing is
conjectural.
By 1830 he was employed as a furniture decorator in
Toronto, working for W.S. Conger, and later may have had
his own signpainting business for a short while. At the
time this profession was not an uncommon stepping-stone
to an artistic career. In about 1830 he took some drawings
to a local art master, Thomas Drury, then a teacher at
Upper Canada College. It seems that the crusty gentleman
recognized a certain ability in Kane's work for he gave
him tutelage and encouragement. Kane became involved with
the local art scene, such as it was, befriending two
itinerant American artists, James Bowman and Samuel Bell
Waugh, then resident in York. Moreover, in 1834, Kane
submitted nine paintings to the Toronto Society of Artists
and Amateurs' first and only exhibit held in the
legislative buildings. These works, mostly copies of
Drury1s paintings, were mentioned favourably in a
local newspaper review. In 1834, Kane moved to Cobourg,
then a bustling town several miles east of York on Lake
Ontario. There he worked in the furniture factory of
F.S. Clench and augmented his income by doing local portraiture. He hoped to save sufficient resources to travel
and study for a time in Europe.
While Bowman and Waugh had been in Toronto, the
three had agreed to travel in Europe together. So in 1836
Kane went to Detroit for a reunion, only to discover that
Bowman, having married, had decided to stay in the United
States. Since Kane did not have enough money to travel to
Europe immediately, Waugh went on alone to Rome. Kane
began five years of travels in the United States, working
at odd jobs and doing portraiture, most of which has since
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disappeared. He worked in Detroit, St. Louis, New Orleans,
and eventually settled for a time in Mobile, Alabama.
There he was regarded as a portrait artist of some merit
according to a local newspaper article. By mid 1841
Kane had enough money reserved to permit him to sail to
Europe.
He arrived in Marseilles in September, 1841 and went
on to Genoa. He passed the next year walking about Italy
and copying the old masters he saw at art museums and
galleries. In the fall of 1842 he travelled to London
to stay with a friend he had met in Italy. At the time,
paintings of Indians of the American west done by
George Catlin were being exhibited in England. Catlin
had spent several years living among the Indians. He
admired their life-style and was profoundly concerned
that their way of life was threatened by white civilization.
In 1841 he had published a book on the subject, Letters
and Notes on the Manners, Customs and Condition of the
North American Indians. While it was generally accepted
as inevitable that white civilization would crush native
cultures, there was in Europe a great deal of interest
in preserving records of native customs and manners. So
in early 1843, when Catlin's painting exhibition returned
to London, accompanied by nine Ojibway Indians, there was
a renewed wave of enthusiasm in the city. It is likely
that because he had seen real Indians in his youth, Kane
2
was somewhat lionized by his English circle of friends.
It is probable that Kane's dedication to Indian
themes dates from his London introduction to Catlin's
work. Kane did possess a copy of Catlin's book; comments
and observation in his own volume frequently parallel
Catlin's. Kane apparently lacked Catlin's intellectual
dedication to the plight of the Indians.

His interest
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seems to have been based on a desire to portray a dying
curiosity. Although he did lecture to the Canadian
3
Institute on three occasions
concerning the Indians he
had encountered, he merely recounted details and customs,
and failed to take advantage of those opportunities to
moralize. Probably thanks to Catlin's evident success,
Kane envisaged a role for himself as Catlin's Canadian
counterpart. With this idea in mind, Kane returned to
Mobile in the summer of 184 3 to resume his lucrative
4
career as a portrait artist, to support himself in his
proposed western junket.
After a further two years in the Mobile area, Kane
returned to Toronto in the spring of 1845. Fired by his
romantic ambition to paint Indians, he set out on his
mission to the west on June 17, 1845, then aged thirtyfive. In the preface to his book, penned ten years after
his trip, he wrote:
The principal object of my undertaking was to
sketch pictures of the principal chiefs, and
their original costumes, to illustrate their
manners and customs, and to represent the
scenery of an almost unknown country. These
paintings, however, would necessarily require
explanations and notes, and I accordingly
kept a diary of my journey, as being the
most easy and familiar form in which I
could put such information as I might
collect. The following pages are the notes
of my daily journal...as I jotted them
down in pencil at the time; and although
without any claim to public approbation as
a literary production, still I trust they
will posssess not only an interest for
the curious, but also an
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intrinsic value to the historian, as they
relate not only to that vast tract of country
bordering on the great chain of American
lakes, the Red River settlement, the valley
of Saskatchewan, and its boundless prairies,
through which it is proposed to lay the
great railway connecting the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans, through the British
possessions; but also across the Rocky Mountains
down the Columbia River to Oregon, Puget's
Sound, and Vancouver's Island where the recent gold discoveries in the vicinity have
drawn thousands of hardy adventurers to those
wild scenes amongst which I have strayed
almost alone, and scarcely meeting a
white man or hearing the sound of my own
language.
That first summer, Kane travelled to Owen Sound and thence
to an Indian village at the mouth of the Saugeen River on
the Bruce peninsula. There he witnessed a significant
meeting involving all the tribes of the area, convened
to discuss the matter of reservations and industrial
schools. From the Saugeen Kane continued along the north
shore of Lake Huron, eventually reaching Sault Ste. Marie.
The Hudson's Bay Company factor at the fort, John Ballenden,
strongly advised Kane against proceeding farther west on
his solitary, foolhardy venture. Instead he suggested
that Kane obtain the cooperation of the Hudson's Bay
Company, and to this end gave Kane a letter of introduction
to Sir George Simpson, governor of the company. Kane
admitted the wisdom of Ballenden's suggestion, and spent
the remainder of the season canoeing in the Lake Michigan
area, returning to Toronto in the autumn.
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In March, 1846, Kane visited Sir George Simpson in
Lachine to gain the governor's support. Kane's request for
Company assistance was not unique. A year earlier, Captain
Henry J. Warre had been granted company cooperation in his
mission to investigate a defensible international boundary
between the United States and British North America.
Incidental to his duties, Warre sketched along the way.
The Company management apparently viewed wanderers in the
interior as diversions for the officers of their posts,
and were quite happy to accomodate visitors as long as
they did not interfere with company business. Sir George
Simpson was sympathetically disposed toward artists who
wished to depict his domains; his secretary, Martin Hopkins,
later married a British artist, Frances Ann Beechey, who
was to paint several notable Canadian canvasses. Simpson
granted Kane passage with the spring brigade westward
bound from Fort William, and Kane left Toronto May 9, 1846.
Simpson soon indicated to Kane that he would not be
pampered in his passage across the continent. At Mackinaw,
Simpson's boat made an early departure and Kane, who had
gone ashore for the night, was left behind. Undaunted,
Kane hired a small boat and, with three teenagers to row,
set out after Simpson. The following morning Kane caught
up with Simpson's party, to the astonishment of all. Although
Simpson had no intention of going out of his way to help
the artist, he apparently admired the man's determination.
At this point, Simpson wrote a letter of introduction and
safe passage for the itinerant artist. Kane was finally
able to join the brigade west of Fort William.
By mid-June the voyageurs reached Fort Garry. Kane
was fortunate to be able to join the Métis in their
great buffalo hunt for the last two weeks of June. This
event proved to be one of the last such hunts in the
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Red River valley. In his journal Kane described an
encounter with a band of Sioux which took place just
before the hunt began. His matter-of-factness indicates
a total lack of concern over such apparently common-place
5
but mortal skirmishes.
After leaving Lower Fort Garry
on July 5, Kane travelled in company boats to Norway House,
where he stayed a month, awaiting the return of the spring
brigade from York Factory. It was mid-August by the time
the brigade arrived. Kane accompanied the brigade to
Carleton House, Fort Pitt, Edmonton, and by early November
had reached Jasper House. The brigade was by this time
almost a month behind schedule, and the unseasonably severe
weather produced further hazards. The trip across the
Athabaska pass was exceedingly dangerous, and it was with
a great sense of relief that the party finally reached the
group sent up the Columbia by boat from Fort Vancouver to
meet them. By December 8 the travellers had descended the
Columbia River to the fort.
Kane made the fort his base for the next seven months.
In January he made an excursion to Oregon City and in
April he travelled to the newly established Fort Victoria,
where he spent about two months sketching local Indians and
observing their habits. In late June, Kane returned to
Fort Vancouver and on July 1, 1847, began his eastward
journey. In mid-July, he visited the well-established
Presbyterian Whitman mission and his journal gives a
romantic (and probably fictitious) account of Kane's
attempt to warn Dr. Whitman about the danger of a Cayuse
rebellion.
Kane made his way up the Columbia, detouring
to visit the impressive Grand Coulee in what is now
Washington State.

At Boat Encampment on the western

slope of the Rockies, the party was forced to wait for
the westward bound brigade. Kane and a few Indians were
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to return with the brigade horses to Jasper House. He
chaffed at the enforced delay and attempted unsuccessfully
to induce some of the voyageurs to accompany him without
the horses. As winter set in the brigade finally
arrived. The eastward trip through the Athabaska Pass
was exceedingly hazardous, taking a week. But the most
difficult part of the crossing proved to be the portion
from Jasper House to Fort Assiniboine. With supplies
running low and game scarce, Kane and his half-breed
companions found travel along the only available route,
the river, extremely difficult. Ice dams made sledding
almost impossible and Kane suffered from painful cramps
in his feet and legs caused by his unaccustomed use of
snowshoes. It was an exceedingly weary party which reached
Fort Assiniboine after fifteen days of exhausting travel.
Kane spent Christmas, 1847, at Edmonton. With the
exceptions of an excursion to Fort Pitt with a newly-wed
couple in mid January, 1848, and a junket to Rocky Mountain
House in April, he remained at Edmonton until late May,
awaiting the eastward bound brigade. The homeward journey
was uneventful. Kane was offered the opportunity to sketch
a number of Indians, including a Blackfoot war party, as
well as medicine ceremonies performed by Indians accompanying
the brigade. By October 1, 1848, Kane had reached Sault
Ste. Marie. From there he returned by steamer to Toronto.
Early in November of that year Kane held an exhibition
of his sketches at the old city hall. The local papers all
mentioned the showing as worth seeing, and the British
7
Colonist compared Kane's project to Catlin's in magnitude.
Kane declined an offer by Simpson to sponsor a similar
exhibit in Montreal.

Instead, he began composing the oils

requested by Sir George Simpson. He barely supported
himself by sales of works based on his western sketches
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and by some teaching. In 1849, he was offered the
opportunity to travel west with a young English dandy,
Sir Edward Poore. Both the men were insufferably
arrogant concerning their experiences and a clash was
inevitable. Poore dismissed Kane at Fort Garry.
Returning to Toronto in August, 1849, Kane rented
a studio and began work on a cycle of one hundred oils
based on his western sketches. He hoped to produce a
publicly owned record of the west, and requested a grant
from the legislature to support himself as he worked.
Such an idea was too innovative. Instead the government
contracted to purchase twelve canvasses for B500. Kane
lived off the government contract while he worked on his
cycle, which was purchased by George Allan for the sum of
$20,000. The government received its commissioned works
in 1856, only after Kane was threatened with a suit for
non-fulfillment. In the meantime, several of Kane's
paintings were included in the Canadian exhibition at
the Paris World's Fair of 1855. Because the paintings owned
by the government were incomplete the works shown at the
time were part of the Allan cycle. In 1912 this group of one
hundred paintings was purchased from the Allan estate by
Sir E.B Osier and donated to the Royal Ontario Museum.
Kane's ethnological collection, also in possession of the
Allan family, was donated to the province of Manitoba,
forming the basis of the collection of Indian artifacts
at the provincial Museum.
Kane always intended to publish his journals as a
means of augmenting his income and bringing further
recognition. Shortly after he returned from the west in 1848.
Kane wrote Simpson inquiring about possible publishers.
Simpson suggested subscription as the best means of underwriting publication, and offered his assistance. He also
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wrote an American friend, asking him to suggest alternatives
to Kane. Kane worked on the manuscript over several years,
incorporating papers he delivered to the Canadian Institute
into the text. In 1858 he went to London with letters
of recommendation from Allan and Simpson. After a six-month
delay, Longman's finally accepted the manuscript for
publication. The book appeared in 1859. Since its
subject, the Canadian west, was most topical, the volume
was successful, and French, German and Danish translations
were printed within four years. Kane chose to dedicate the
book to Sir George Allan, his Toronto patron, much to the
well-justified chagrin of Simpson. In spite of the fact
that Simpson had made the western trip possible, had
offered to show Kane's sketches in Montreal, and had given
advice and assistance in Kane's publishing venture, Kane
had never completed the fourteen canvasses requested by
Simpson. In 1861, when Kane proposed a sketching expedition
to Labrador, Simpson pointedly refused Company assistance.
Kane married the daughter of his former Cobourg
employer in 1853. They settled in Toronto and it appears
that Kane did little else but revel in his golden era of
travel for the rest of his life. He had sufficient income
to live confortably in the city. Most of his work after
1851 was based on his western trip. Illness made him somewhat of a recluse; he was becoming increasingly blind. Kane
died 20 February, 1871, apparently of natural causes.
Kane's work was weakened by a personal dichotomy which
he never resolved. While his schetches are accurate and true
Q

to life, it has established that his finished canvasses
often contain ethnological anachronisms. Frequently he was
overinfluenced by ideals of classical composition, so that
his models often have "European" poses, and his landscapes
take on a rather continental look. On occasion he even used
the compositions of classical canvasses,
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substituting his Indian motifs for the original subject.
His finished canvasses suffered from this stilted attempt
to produce "art" as Kane's Toronto public conceived of it.
Moreover he was never satisfied with his perspective and
proportion, no matter how often he retouched. In conforming to the artistic standards of the day, his finished work
lost much of the vitality and vigour of his watercolour
sketches. These sketches are both more expertly done and
9
more accurate in ethnological content than his oil paintings,
and are the best of Kane's work.
Kane has given Canadians an indication of the
appearance of the west in its early frontier days, both
through his sketches and his writing. Unconsciously in
his journals, as well as his painting he has indicated much
about contemporary attitudes concerning both the area and
its inhabitants.

In Kane's writing there is an absence of

empathy for both natives and environment typical of the
attitude that was to scar western policy. Paul Kane, a
strange man possessed of a fortunate sense of timing
and history and steered by an oddly egocentric sense of
mission, was able to take advantage of public sentiment and
interest to create a life-long career for himself.

As a

recorder of our heritage, he is one of Canada's most
intriguing early artists.

Ill

ENDNOTES
1.

Unless otherwise noted, biographical information is
taken from Russell Harper's carefully researched
introduction in Paul Kane's Frontier. Professor
Harper has taken pains to reconstruct a biography of
Kane, sifting out the legend and verifying fact, to
obtain as complete and accurate a portrait as possible.

2.

There is no evidence to indicate that Kane was at all
interested in Indians prior to this time. Yet in a
letter from one of his English friends after he had
returned to America, it becomes apparent that the two
had planned to record Indian themes together. See;
Stewart Watson to Kane. 4 June, 1844 in J. Russell
Harper, Paul Kane's Frontier, (Toronto, 1971),
Appendix 10, pp. 326, 327. Kane, it seems, was an
opportunist.

3.

Kane lectured twice in 1855 and in 1856.
Frontier p. 39.

Harper,

4.

Harper suggests that Kane also may have been indebted
to a friend for the price of his return passage, and
had to pay the debt before he realized his Indian plan.
Harper, Frontier, p. 14.

5.

Harper points out that Kane is passing off hearsay as
his own experience, since the event described actually
occurred in 1844. Harper, Frontier p. 39.

6.

Dates concerning the destruction of the mission are so
inaccurate that Kane could only have fabricated his
involvement in the tragic event to lend colour and
excitement to his tale. Kane records that the mission
was destroyed late in November. Harper puts the
correct date as mid-September.
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7.
8.

9.

British Colonist, 17 Nov. 1848, p. 3.
Like Catlin before him, Kane collected affidavits
from factors at the various Hudson's Bay posts
attesting to the authenticity of his work.
See T.A. Heinrich "Paul Red-Beard: A Canadian Hero",
Artscanada 29, no. 164/165 (Feb.-Mar., 1972) p. 48.
Heinrich contends that "Attitudes toward the 'Red
Indian', swinging in perpendicular extremes from the
watercolour observations of John White in the 1650's
to say, the romanticizations of J.J. Rousseau,
Remington and the Hollywood Western, crystallized at
the last possible moment of dispassionate equilibrium
in the clear eye of Paul Kane. Almost the whole of
his importance resides in this single fact, if we are
careful not to lose sight of the equally important
fact that he was the best recorder this country has
ever produced of its appearance as it was before
white "civilization" took over.
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George Agnew Reid

by Carol MacLeod
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George Agnew Reid
For over half a century, from 18 80 to 19 47, George Agnew Reid
figured prominently in Canadian art circles both as an
accomplished painter and as a promoter of all aspects of art
development in everyday life. He firmly believed that art
and design form an integral and necessary part of the human
environment. Although he began as a portrait artist and
genre painter, by 1890 he was active in schemes to decorate
public buildings with murals; throughout the remainder of
his career, his development was profoundly affected by
this obsession. Reid filled executive positions in every
major art association in Ontario, and was instrumental in
founding several new groups. With patience and persistance,
Reid spent his life promoting the development of art and
artists in Canada.
Born on a farm near Wingham, in Huron County on July 25,
1860, Reid came from proud Irish and Scottish pioneer stock.
His maternal grandfather had begun to carve a farm out of
the wilderness in 1840, and his father settled in the area
ten years later. Adam Reid was determined that his sons
should continue to farm his hard-won land. As a boy,
however, George exhibited a talent for drawing, a propensity
which was encouraged by his teachers and his paternal
grandfather. When it became apparent that his youngest
son would not be disuaded from his artistic avocation,
Adam Reid indentured George to a local architect for a
three year apprenticeship. Although a career as an
architect was not inimical to Reid, he was determined to
obtain professional artistic training. When the architect
decided to move to the United States, Reid was released from
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his contract after only a year's service. The time was
opportune to begin his art studies in Toronto.
Adam Reid gave his son the proceeds from the sale of
a load of wheat and in the fall of 1878, at the age of
eighteen, George Reid left for Toronto to seek formal art
training. Working as a machinist by day to support himself,
Reid enrolled in evening courses at the Ontario School of
Art. For four years Reid studied at the school, periodically
interrupting his training to earn money by working as a
hired hand for his father, and later, by doing portraiture
in the Wingham-Kincardine area and in Toronto. At the Ontario
School of Art, Reid studied under Robert Harris, who had
just returned from training in Paris. Harris was impressed
by Reid1s mature academic style. In 1880 Reid was awarded
a silver medal for drawing from the antique, and a still-life
and two figure studies submitted to the Ontario Society of
Artists were hung in the society's showings of 1881 and
1882.
In the fall of 1882 Reid went to Philadelphia to
continue his training at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine
Arts. He was attracted by the prospect of training under
Thomas Eakins, also Paris-schooled, who was introducing
radical teaching methods into the Academy. To develop a
sense of the third dimension, Eakins insisted that his
pupils spend considerable time studying clinical anatomy
and dissection, and modelling figures in clay. Reid became
so fascinated by the new medium that for a time he vascillated
between sculpting and painting. He opted for the latter,
however, and after three years of study at the Academy, had
become an accomplished artist.
In the spring of 1885, Reid married Mary Hiester, a
fellow-student at the Pennsylvania Academy, and after a
honeymoon in Europe, the pair settled in Toronto. They
found a studio apartment and over the winter months Reid
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took private students. He taught successfully, utilizing
the new, less rigid methods he had learned under Harris
and Eakins. During the summer of 1886, Reid painted his
first consciously genre work. Using his sister as a model,
he depicted a typical rural scene of a farm woman calling
the harvesters from the field for dinner. Although such
paintings were popular, Reid felt that he could benefit
from Paris training, as had his mentors, Harris and Eakins.
To that end, he and his wife held a joint show in Toronto
in the spring of 188 8 and auctioned off their accumulated
works. With the tidy profits, they set off for the
long-coveted year of studies in Paris.
After making the acquaintance of some of the Canadian
expatriates in Paris, the Reids enrolled in the Julien Academy.
Reid supplemented daytime studies in oil painting under the
tutelage of Benjamin Constant with evening classes in costume
and life drawing at the Colarossi Academy. His American
training proved beneficial; in 1889 he tied for first place
in the annual Concours, the competition for figure work,
and exhibited at the Salon. Unlike his confreres, Reid
had no intention of pursuing his career abroad, and in the
fall, the couple returned to Toronto and acquired rooms and
a studio in the Arcade on Yonge Street.
There, in his high-vaulted sky-lit studio, Reid began
work on three monumental genre scenes, putting all his newly
acquired skills to full use. He constructed elaborate sets
and hired models for a dime an hour. The scenes of pioneer
Canada, realistic and authentic in every detail, were wellreceived by a populace enthused by the prospects of their new
nation. The works were universally praised, special comment
being reserved for the poses and modelling of his figures,
the deft effect of light and shade and the balanced
composition of the paintings. Reid was generally acknowledged
to be Canada's foremost genre painter. Throughout these
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years, Reid's works were hung in the Ontario Society of
Artists shows, as well as the Royal Canadian Academy, and
were included when Canadian paintings were sent abroad to
such exhibitions as the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in
1886. He regularly shipped paintings to Philadelphia and to
the Salon in Paris. As an indication of his esteemed
position among Canadian artists of the time, Reid was
requested to act as a juror representing his nation at the
Pan American Exposition in Buffalo in 1901. One of his
works was awarded a prize.
The Reids made periodic junkets to Europe to view the
great masters there in galleries, but only one of these
trips, in 1896, when they were able to study for a few
months in Paris, had any real influence on his technique.
At that time, Reid was struck by the work of the
Impressionists and in the light of their methods, he altered
the focal point of his paintings. His new paintings were
viewed most favourably from a distance of twenty or more
feet, and much of the precise detail was eliminated in
favour of broadened brush strokes. Such an evolution was
imperative for his later mural work.
Although he was busy developing his own art forms,
Reid became involved in several art organizations and causes
early in his career. With most of these associations he was
to maintain intimate life-long ties. Even in his student
days, Reid had been active in promoting the cause of art in
Toronto. In 1879 he had successfully circulated a petition
in Toronto requesting that provincial grants to the Ontario
School of Art be continued. In 18 86 he was elected to the
membership of the Ontario Society of Artists, while in
1888 he became an associate of the Royal Canadian Academy
and two years later was elected a full academician.
At this time the Toronto art school was reorganized
and renamed the Central Ontario School of Art and Design;
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Reid was hired as p a i n t i n g master, beginning an association
with a r t teaching in the province t h a t was t o span forty
y e a r s . From 189 7 to 1901, Reid served as president of the
Ontario Society of A r t i s t s and from 1906 to 1909 he was
president of the Royal Canadian Academy. In 1901 he became
chairman of the growing s t a f f at the School of Art and
Design, and was actively involved in championing the
introduction of a r t courses i n t o the public school system
of the province. Always i n t e r e s t e d in promoting various
applications of a r t , Reid was a founding member of the
Canadian Society of Applied Art in 1901, and five years
l a t e r served a term as v i c e - p r e s i d e n t . In 1912, Reid was
a founding member of the Associated Watercolour P a i n t e r s ,
a Toronto-based group. That same year the Ontario College
of Art was incorporated in another reorganization of the
a r t school and Reid became p r i n c i p a l , a position he held
for seventeen y e a r s .
During h i s tenure as p r i n c i p a l of the Ontario College
of Art, the Art Gallery of Toronto was f i n a l l y i n s t a l l e d
in s u i t a b l e permanent q u a r t e r s at the Grange, the former
home of the l a t e Goldwin Smith which had been willed to
the c i t y by his wife. Reid was constantly searching for
a permanent building for the p e r i p a t e t i c a r t college and
in 19 20 the opportunity to construct a building presented
i t s e l f . The Ontario government had a surplus from the
federal grant for education: the Board of Directors of the
Art College was approached with the idea t h a t the money
be used to construct a building in Grange Park. Time was
s h o r t , so, within a week, Reid drew up plans for the
s t r u c t u r e which were approved by the board. In September,
1921, the Ontario College of Art was o f f i c i a l l y opened.
In the f a l l of 1921 Reid's f i r s t wife died. In December,
1922, he married Mary Wrinch, a student of h i s and a close
family friend. Reid was always concerned with the q u a l i t y

123

of art education available in Canada, and in 1923 he and his
wife toured art schools in the United States, England and
the Continent observing new methods and comparing them to
those used at the Ontario College of Art. When Reid retired
from OCA to devote himself to painting he was given a
pension and made Principal Emeritus by a grateful Board
of Directors in recognition of his unstinting labours on
behalf of the school.
Throughout his career Reid maintained his interest
in architecture. In an article in The Canadian Architect
and Builder in 1898, Reid wrote:
Whether we esteem architecture as the
mother of all the arts from which she
cannot be separated, or regard it not
as an art but as that unifying principle
which binds together the greater and
the lesser arts, it is all one in the
interest of true art, the love of
which should make for unity of purpose
all the efforts of its votaries.
Before he had begun professional art training, Reid had
frequently assisted his father in raising farm buildings.
Then he designed a house for his father, a simple gabled
structure with clean, straight lines. In the summer of 1891
while on a sketching excursion in the Catskills, the Reids
were invited to join the art colony at Onteora. So charmed
were they by the situation and conviviality of the colony
that they purchased property and returned the following
summer to build a cottage designed by Reid. Like the home
he designed for his father, the studio cottage was a simple
gabled structure, designed to harmonize in every detail with
its setting. His efforts were so successful that Reid became
the "resident architect" for the Onteora colony. The next
year he designed dormitory cottages to house the summer
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students he brought with him, as well as a cottage for a
New York magnate who summered in the area. In later years,
he was architect and decorator of a charming gothic-inspired
church in the colony. Besides these buildings in the
Catskills, Reid designed each of his homes in Toronto.
Upland Cottage, which he built when he became a member of
the Wychwood Estate community, was an open, airy house with
high beamed ceilings, modern even by the standards of today.
In 1920, when he consented to act as architect for the Ontario
College of Art building, he used Georgian principles, and
designed a building which both suited the needs of the school
and harmonized with other structures in the Grange Park.
Reid always considered all forms of art and design
interdependent. But to him mural decoration was the highest
2
form of art expression for the painter.
He considered
that murals enriched and integrated the functional
architectural structure of a building. While a student
in Paris in the late 1880's, he had witnessed the decoration
of the Hôtel de Ville. In the project all the most important
artists in the country had been requested to paint panels
of an integrated mural in the Paris City Hall. In Reid's
eyes, the total effect was pleasing. When he returned to
Toronto, he organized his fellow artists to treat the
interior of that city's newly-erected city hall (to which
Reid always referred as the Hôtel de Ville) in a similar
manner, depicting the history and future hopes of the city
on the walls of the foyer and reception hall. The city
council was impressed with the idea, but were unwilling to
allocate funds for the project. Undaunted, Reid continued
to press his concept, with the result that the Toronto
Guild of Civic Art was established in 189 3 to cooperate
with the planning branch in governing artistic development
in city planning. In 1899, Reid completed two panels for
the foyer of the city hall, which he donated to the city,
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u n d o u b t e d l y h o p i n g t h a t once t h e e f f e c t of s u c h o v e r a l l
m u r a l s was n o t e d , t h e p r o j e c t w o u l d seem more f e a s i b l e
i n t h e e y e s of t h e c i t y c o u n c i l .
The p a n e l s w e r e g r a t e f u l l y
accepted b u t the c i t y f a t h e r s remained unconvinced.
On
f o u r o t h e r o c c a s i o n s R e i d m o b i l i z e d t h e a r t community i n
an a t t e m p t t o do m u r a l s on a l a r g e s c a l e i n p u b l i c
buildings.
The f e d e r a l p a r l i a m e n t b u i l d i n g s , t h e O n t a r i o
L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly H a l l , Union S t a t i o n i n T o r o n t o and t h e
Grand Trunk P a c i f i c ' s h o t e l , t h e King Edward i n T o r o n t o
w e r e a l l s u g g e s t e d as s u i t a b l e s t r u c t u r e s f o r m u r a l s , b u t
t h e C a n a d i a n p u b l i c was u n w i l l i n g t o a c c e p t t h e c o s t of
such massive d e c o r a t i v e schemes.
By 1 9 0 7 , R e i d gave up h i s a t t e m p t s a t g r o u p e f f o r t s ,
a l t h o u g h he c o n t i n u e d t o p a i n t d e c o r a t i v e murals a l o n e .
M u r a l s o r f r i e z e s w e r e an i n t e g r a l p a r t of e a c h of t h e
c o t t a g e s or b u i l d i n g s he d e s i g n e d .
I n 1925 h e won f i r s t
p r i z e i n a c o m p e t i t i o n s p o n s o r e d by t h e R o y a l C a n a d i a n
Academy f o r a m u r a l w i t h t h e theme of community l i f e ,
designed for the E a r l s c o u r t Public Library in Toronto.
In
1 9 2 9 , a f t e r h i s r e t i r e m e n t from t h e p r i n c i p a l s h i p of

O.C.A.,

h e d i d a m u r a l c o n s i s t i n g of t w e l v e p a n e l s f o r t h e J a r v i s
C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e Assembly H a l l .
His most i m p o r t a n t
m u r a l , h o w e v e r , was done f o r t h e P a l a e o n t o l o g y G a l l e r i e s
of t h e Royal O n t a r i o Museum.

Begun i n 19 3 4 , t h e m a s s i v e

work was c o m p l e t e d i n t h e autumn of 19 38 when t h e a r t i s t
was s e v e n t y - e i g h t y e a r s o l d .
The f r i e z e d e p i c t s t h e a r t i s t ' s
c o n c e p t of t h e e v o l u t i o n of p r e h i s t o r i c man from t h e
b e g i n n i n g of t h e s o l a r s y s t e m t o t h e a p p e a r a n c e of
man.

I t i s made up of t h i r t y - f o u r p a n e l s , a l l

early

approximately

n i n e f e e t by t w e n t y - f i v e f e e t .
One of t h e f i r s t a t t e m p t s
t o combine c a s e d i s p l a y s w i t h d e c o r a t i v e and e d u c a t i o n a l
m u r a l s , t h e p r o j e c t was a c c l a i m e d a s a v a l u a b l e a d d i t i o n t o
3
t h e museums f a c i l i t i e s .
The d e v e l o p m e n t of George Agnew R e i d ' s a r t i s t i c c a r e e r
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was consistent with his philosophies regarding art. In the
speech Reid gave upon his retirement from O.C.A., he stated
that, there was no single right way of doing artistic things.
However he did feel that all representation in art must
be based on a sound knowledge of anatomy and perspective
in the broadest sense. He saw art as a form of human
expression and as such the artist had the right to express
himself in any way he saw fit. He continued:
The fine arts should be regarded as the
crowning glory of all the arts, equally
necessary and useful to man, who in
his desire to reach the perfect existence,
with the joy of life as the spring of
his impulses, draws from nature about
him every element possible which will
contribute to his pleasure and
satisfaction.
Because of his deep-rooted belief in the validity of all
art forms, Reid maintained throughout his life an abiding
interest in all facets of artistic endeavour. His broad
range of interest was evident in the long and varied list
of associations to which he belonged, as well as in the
fact that he made life-long hobbies of such arts as
architecture and design. That he should regard his mural
work as his supreme achievement is understandable, for in
this work Reid employed all his talents to their fullest.
The murals Reid painted were not pictures that one looked
at now and then, but an integral part of the environment, be
it the living-room of a Catskills cottage, or a Gallery
in the Royal Ontario Museum.

Through his murals, Reid felt

he was able to make art live. Reid died August 2 3, 19 47.
Although a recent author has included Reid among the
5
precursors of magic realism in modern Canadian painting,
his work is rather mundane. It is as a promoter of art and
art education in Ontario and in Canada that he merits
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recognition.
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Endnotes
1.

Muriel Miller Miner, G.A. Reid:
(Toronto, 19 46) p. 6 8.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Ibid., p. 159.
National Gallery of Canada, Library, G.A. Reid profile.
Miner, Reid, p. 182-184.
Paul Duval, High Realism in Canada,(Toronto, 1974),
p. 29.
In 1954 a plaque was placed on the Wingham town hall by
the National Historic Sites and Monuments Board,
commemorating Reid. It is gratifying to note that the
people of Wingham appreciate the gesture. An article
in the centennial edition of the Wingham Advance-Times
notes: "George Buchanan of Wingham is the only male
relative in this area and it is his duty to clean and
polish this plaque regularly."

6.

Canadian Artist,
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Fort Steel

By Carol MacLeod
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Fort Steel

In July, 1887, a detachment of seventy-five North West
Mounted Police, commanded by Inspector Samuel Benfield
Steele made the arduous journey from Lethbridge, Alberta
to the Kootenay District of South-East British Columbia. At
Galbraith's Ferry they constructed barracks. The police
were stationed in the area at the request of the British
Columbia government; they were to restore order in the
district by forcing the Kootenay Indians, led by Chief
Isadore, to accept the limitations of the reserves laid out
by the Indian Reserve Commission in 1884. The Indians
had frequently expressed dissatisfaction with the lands
allotted them. The federal government had finally been
manoevered into a position where it was forced to support
the actions of the provincial government in bolstering
the land claims of a few influential settlers in the area.
White settlement of the Kootenay District had followed
the discovery of gold in the area in the I860's. Attracted
by the rich grasslands ranchers, suppliers and miners had
created a small settlement at Galbraith's Ferry by 1870.
When British Columbia joined Confederation in 1871, lured
by the promise of a transcontinental railway, what one
historian has called "the great British Columbia potlach"
was well underway. In order to free land for development it
was deemed expedient to settle British Columbia's non-treaty
Indian population on reserves. In 1872, the federal
government appointed Dr. I.W. Powell visiting Superintendent
for Indian Affairs in British Columbia. Within a year of his
appointment, Powell had travelled to the remote Kootenay
District and filed a report on the Indian population. A
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nomadic tribe, they had been dependent upon the fast
disappearing buffalo for subsistence. At the time of
Powell's visit they were beginning to raise cattle under
the direction of Father L. Fouquet, of the Roman Catholic
Oblate mission at St. Eugene. Father Fouquet had established
the Durieu system of religious descipline among the Indians
and Powell found them to be "prudent, brave, unrevengeful
and...devoutly religious and good Catholicks [sic]". At
the time, Joseph, chief of the Upper Kootenay Indians,
acknowledged the inevitability of white settlement, and
requested only that his tribe be given good land on which
to farm. White settlers occupied agricultural land with
little regard for Indian claims, apparently with provincial
blessing. By 1881 Father Fouquet was forced to write his
superior begging him to intercede with the provincial
government on behalf of the Kootenay Indians. As they saw
their lands being grabbed by unscrupulous whites, the
Indians understandably became very resentful, and the priest
feared that unless the Indians were legally guaranteed
3
lands, there would be trouble.
The letter was forwarded
to Sir John A. Macdonald, who then held the post of Superintendent
of Indian Affairs in the Federal government.
In the summer of 1884, the Indian Reserve Commission,
headed by Peter O'Reilly, visited the Kootenay District.
The Commissioners suggested that no further pre-emption
or purchases of land be confirmed by the provincial government
until all Indian land claims were settled, a proposition
with which the provincial Chief Commissioner of Lands and
4
Works concurred.
In spite of this sanctimoniously humane
statement, O'Reilly was clearly biased in favour of white
claims. 5 Ignoring Chief Isadore's pleas that the Kootenay
Indians needed adequate range for their horses and cattle
O'Reilly blocked off an arid, infertile, stoney reserve,
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"utterly worthless for agriculture and very inferior for
c

grazing purposes", at the conflux of the St. Mary's and
7
Kootenay Rivers, near the St. Eugene Mission.
There were
a few alkali lakes but no running streams within the reserve.
It contained "18,150 acres [for population of four hundred
or more adult Indians]; of this some 5,000 acres are of
small value, being partly wash gravel flats on the St. Mary's
river, extending the whole length of the southern boundary
and the remainder a ridge of rough, stoney, lightly timbered
land situated in the centre of the reserve. The principal
value of this reservation is the range to the west,
containing approximately 5,000 acres of excellent bunch
grass and the swamp lands to the East, on the banks of the
Kootenay, from which a good supply of hay can be obtained.
Should the reclamation scheme in the hands of Mr. [William]
o

Baillie-Grohman, (and which is encouraged by the local
government) prove a success, this low stretch of bottom
land (which is overflowed during the greater part of the
9
summer) may become of considerable value".
O'Reilly admitted that the Indians frequently used
several other "small detached patches of cultivated land",
changing meadows as the grass was eaten up. Two such
meadows, one on the Kootenay River and one at Joseph's
Prairie, across the St. Mary's River from the designated
reserve, were claimed by Isadore. O'Reilly felt it would
be too difficult to incorporate them into the reserve
system. In his official report to Macdonald, O'Reilly interpreted Isadore's remark that he had been given more than he
expected to receive at the St. Mary's Reserve as an indication of the chief's satisfaction.
Privately, he
admitted to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works
(CCLW) that he had pursuaded the Indians to accept the
reserve boundaries "with utmost difficulty".
In 1886, the
reserve was surveyed by Baillie-Grohman's crew.
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As long as white settlement remained scattered and
crown land was available for pasture, the Indians did
not agitate for extension of their reserve. However, by
1886, the provincial government was granting hundreds of
thousands of acres to various companies with development
schemes such as Baillie-Grohman's plan to divert the Kootenay
River. Members of the provincial parliament, most of whom
had bought their way into office, were also benefitting by
the huge land give away. Colonel James Baker, an Englishman,
saw the ranching potential of the rich Kootenay District
and obtained grants of about ten thousand acres for his
homestead, "Cranbrook". Part of the land Baker acquired
was purchased from John Galbraith, an early settler. While
this land on Joseph's Prairie belonged to Galbraith, he had
allowed a small band of Indians under Isadore to use a
central portion of twenty acres as range for their cattle.
Isadore was under the impression that the Indians could
remain there indefinitely. Apparently unbeknownst to
Isadore, Baker applied to purchase the land immediately
upon Galbraith's death in 1884. There was some question
concerning the sale of this land, because a clause in the
Land Act preventing pre-emption of Indian-occupied land
may have invalidated Galbraith's original title to the land.
Nevertheless Baker considered his purchase of the plot

12

inviolable. The second plot of land claimed by Isadore was
located further south on the west side of the Kootenay River
in an area known as Bummer's Flats.

There the Indians had

constructed sheds and corrals, the only improvements within
13
miles,
on six hundred eighty acres of hay meadow. Baker
wanted the bottom land for winter range for his cattle and
accordingly applied to purchase, and was granted, 3200 acres,
14
including this lower ranch of Isadore".
In July, 1886, when the reserves were being surveyed,
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the Indians demonstrated their distress at the situation
by removing surveyors' stakes. As well, stakes were
removed from land surveyed by F.W. Aylmer on Joseph's
Prairie. By late August, a pressure group of investors
in the area had been formed, headed by an irate Baker. On
August 28, he wrote Powell a preposterous letter, telling
him of the trials encountered by a "hypothetical" rancher
in the Kootenay District. He complained bitterly about
the fact that Indians were allowed access to crown land,
and that Indian stock was degenerating his choice stock by
interbreeding. He went on to propose that land be assigned
to the Indians commensurate with the number of families and
current size of herds. By his standard, reserve land was
already more than adequate. Increase of herd size beyond
15
available land resources would not be permitted.
Besides
this arrogant letter from Baker, in the months that followed
Powell received communications of a similar tone from seven
•I c

other prominent investors in the Kootenay area.
Several
persons suggested that a detachment of North-West Mounted
Police stationed near Galbraith's Ferry might convince the
Indians to stay on their reserve. In late November BaillieGrohman wrote directly to Macdonald to suggest, among other
things, that a NWMP post be constructed on his property at
17
Canal Flats at the head of Upper Kootenay Lake.
Early in July, Powell conferred with Thomas White,
Minister of the Interior when he arrived in Victoria, having
18
crossed the continent with Macdonald on the first train.
On 22 August, A.W. Vowell, Gold Commissioner and Stipendiary
Magistrate of the Kootenay area, and recently appointed acting
Indian Agent,19 wrote Powell warning him that the Indians
were taking a firm position concerning their demands, and
predicting trouble. 20 The following day Powell left
Victoria accompanied by Premier William Smithe.

At
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Galbraith's Ferry, on September 13, they met Baker, and with
him toured the St. Mary's Reserve. 21 Powell was reluctant
to make any commitment to Isadore regarding extension of
the reserves, although both he and Smithe privately agreed
the reserves were inadequate.

Baker's contention that the

portion of land occupied by Isadore on the Lower Kootenay
formed "the key to his ranch, without which it would not be
nearly so valuable", was relayed to authorities in Ottawa
in November.

Powell noted that Isadore was agreeable to

settlers and miners already living on land he claimed remaining there.

After castigating Powell for his tardiness

in filing a report,"* Philip Vankeoughnet wrote a memorandum
to Macdonald suggesting that Isadore's claims seemed quite
23
reasonable.
Two weeks later he proposed official steps
toward a solution, including suspension of all grants to
white settlers until Indian claims were settled, a meeting
between Powell and Vowell and the Indians to hear claims,
appointment of a permanent Indian Agent for the area and
the conduct of confidential investigation by an official
24
of the NWMP to assess the situation.
Although Premier Smithe of British Columbia admitted
the justice of Indian claims, his government was heavily
committed to development of the area. It was imperative
that Indian-white relations be stabilized. While some
settlers in the region felt that the Indians were being
25
shoddily treated," the provincial government was under a
great deal of pressure, and indeed threats,

from

influential local citizens to force the Indians onto reserves.
The only provincial law enforcement agent in the area was
a constable, William Armstrong.

The provincial government

chose to view the problem in terms of failure on the part
of the Federal government to control its Indians.

In

provincial eyes, law enforcement thus became the responsibility
of the dominion, which would incur the costs.

Smithe was
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determined that the federal law enforcement agency, the
NWMP, would be the group to uphold the law.
39
Macdonald was in a delicate situation.'"
Nova Scotia,
Quebec and Ontario were ready to challenge Federal authority.
Macdonald could not afford to force British Columbia into
the provincial rights camp by imposing a Federal solution
to the Kootenay Indian's problem. Since maintenance of
the peace was a provincial matter, he could not dispatch
the NWMP before the province requested such aid. Moreover,
with the Federal government already in a questionable financial
position, Macdonald had no wish to add to the deficit the
expense of sending a detatchment of police prematurely. The
NWMP, Macdonald1s special force, had been castigated for
its inglorious action in the early stages of the recent
North West Rebellion. Macdonald did not want to risk
further public rebuke. Finally, and perhaps most important,
the Prime Minister had to consider the state of CanadianAmerican relations. He was hopeful that Canada would
obtain favourable concessions in Fishery negotiations
scheduled for the fall of 18 87. The American Secretary of
State, F.F. Bayard was notorious for his contempt for the
new Canadian nation. If the Kootenay situation developed
into open hostilities between whites and Indians, it was
probable that American Indians would attempt to assist
their Canadian relatives. American military personnel would
be required to patrol the border to keep Lower Kootenay and
Flat Head Indians South of the 49th parallel. Could
Macdonald afford to press for American co-operation in the
matter of troop deployment at the risk of further
alienating Bayard on the matter of the Fishing treaty? He
decided that Vankeoughnet's suggestion concerning a confidential investigation of the situation by an officer of
the NWMP was sound.
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In late December, 1886, W.M. Herchmer, then Inspecting
Superintendent of the NWMP, was directed to report on the
state of the district, the necessity of dispatching police,
and the best route for such a Force to follow, as well as
means of provisioning them while there. ' He reported
in February, 1887, that settlement in the area was sparse. 29
The Indians, especially the younger ones, were disquieted by
events of the past few years, and could understand neither
the white man's concept of property, nor the fact that so
many individual whites seemed to have authority over them.
Herchmer recommended that a force of one hundred fifty NWMP
be sent to the area, half to stay for the summer months
near the border, and half to winter over at Galbraith's
Ferry. Macdonald noted the recommendation, but he was
still determined that the provincial government would
assume the costs. For this reason, the federal government
awaited a provincial invitation.
In early March an artificial crisis was created to force
governmental action. Mathew Hilton and William Kemp, white
placer miners, had been murdered at Dead Man's Gulch in
1884. Rumours circulated that Indians were responsible,
but nothing was done to apprehend the murders at the time.
Vowell questioned Father Fouquet and Isadore in December
1885, after an anonymous letter appeared in the Victoria
British Colonist concerning the murders and the unsettled
state of the Indians,
but could ascertain nothing positive,
31
and the matter was apparently dropped.
Then, suddenly,
William Anderson, the local constable was given instructions
by the provincial government under pressure from Baker to
arrest two Indians of Isadore's band, Kapla and young
Isadore (no relation to the Chief) for trial. When he
arrested Kapla on 8 March, Isadore and about twenty armed
Indians came to the jail at Wild Horse Creek and demanded
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that the prisoner be released for lack of evidence. Anderson
refused. The Indians broke down the door of the jail, whereupon a frightened Anderson freed Kapla. The whites of the
district, alarmed by rumours that the Indians were in
revolt, gathered at Galbraith's Ferry. On the 14th
Isadore met with them to justify his action. He explained
that Kapla's family had suffered two questionable deaths
at the hands of whites. He feared that they would attempt
to free the prisoner by force, causing bloodshed. Under
the circumstances, Isadore considered that the young
man should be free, until sufficient evidence was produced.
He asked that Anderson and F.W. Aylmer, whose surveying
activities the Indians distrusted, should leave the area,
as he could not guarantee their safety. The settlers
generally approved Isadore's action, ' and agreed by vote
that Anderson and Aylmer should leave temporarily. One
woman paid Isadore the highest compliment by asserting
that he had acted "like a white man". Nevertheless, the
settlers memorialized the provincial government, in a
letter which reached Victoria on the 26 March, to strengthen
33
law enforcement in the district.
Confused reports of
the incident carried in Victoria papers tended to reinforce
demands of people like Baker that a NWMP detachment be
stationed in the Kootenay. On 20 March, Smithe telegrammed
Macdonald, demanding that the NWMP be sent, since the "lives
of settlers [are] in jeopardy".
Powell was summoned to Ottawa
to gxve a personal report of the situation in April. 35 Using
the Kapla incident as proof that the local Indians were
flaunting the law with impunity, on 2 May the British
36
Columbia government officially requested assistance.
Reports he received of the situation forced Macdonald's hand.
By late May, Powell wrote Vowell that the NWMP were "coming
in to maintain order both as regards the white residents and
the Indians".37 It remained only to make final arrangements.
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In mid June, Powell, yowe11 and W.M. Herchmer were
sent to the Kootenay to explain the nature of the NWMP
mission to the Indians. Both federal and provincial governments remained firm in their determination that the other
was responsible for the peacekeeping costs. The conflict
would have to be resolved at a conference of responsible
38
officials scheduled for the fall of 1887.
On 21 June,
Macdonald ordered NWMP Commissioner L.W. Herchmer to ready
3Q

men to proceed to Britxsh Columbia.
His order had been anticipated by Commissioner Herchmer.
Herchmer, the brother of Superintendent W.L. Herchmer, was
a close friend and neighbour of Macdonald1s in Kingston.
His only experiences with the west had been his inglorious
term as Indian Agent in southern Saskatchewan, and a period
spent as secretary to the Boundary Commission in the early
1880's. When Commissioner Irvine "resigned" after the
North West Rebellion debacle, Macdonald chose to go outside
the NWMP ranks to appoint L.W. Herchmer. Resentment over
the appointment was amplified when W.M. Herchmer became
second in command. 40 Herchmer, it seems, felt the need
to vindicate Macdonald1s faith: the Kootenay "crisis" was
his first opportunity. Herchmer, supported by his brother,
seemed as anxious as certain citizens of the Kootenay
District to precipitate NWMP intervention.
Inspector Samuel Benfield Steele, of "D" Division, then
stationed at Lethbridge, was instructed on 20 May, a month
before Macdonald's official decision was made, to ready
himself, two officers and seventy-five non-commissioned
41
officers to proceed to British Columbia.
What followed
was typical of the inefficient management that was to plague
the operation.
"K" Division.

Steele was to be relieved at Lethbridge by
They arrived on 9 June, and were forced to

cross the flooding river in small boats, there being no
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scow available.

No sooner were they across than ten men

of "K" Division were ordered to accompany forty men of "D"
Division to Calgary.

By the time the day was out, orders

had been countermanded four times by headquarters in Regina.
On 10 June Steele was ordered to investigate rumours of
42
disturbances rear Swift Current.
Steele quickly discovered
that the rumours "had eminated from the fertile brains of
some of the merchants who were anxious to see a division of
43
the NWMP stationed at Swift Current".
After meeting
with Commissioner L.W. Herchmer in Regina, Steele rejoined
his men at Durmore and proceeded via Calgary to Golden,
British Columbia. Camp was established on 2 8 June, and
the following day L.W. Herchmer, who had made a special
44
trip for the purpose, inspected, the ranks. ~ Steele
was ordered into Kootenay by W.M. Herchmer, newly assigned
the rank of assistant Commissioner, on 5 July. Herchmer
had no authority to give such an order. Nevertheless, Steele's
men loaded the steamer "Duchess" which had been commissioned
by W.M. Herchmer to transport supplies. No sooner was the
steamer ready, than the order was cancelled.
This further reversal of Steele's orders was precipitated
by strangely inconsistent communications received in Ottawa
from both Herchmer and Powell. When they left Kootenay
after explaining the purpose of NWMP in the district,
both men telegraphed Ottawa. On July 5, Herchmer telegraphed
Fred White, Comptroller of the NWMP that he "returned this
AM from Kootenay made a most successful trip.

Steele starts

up on Thursday. I made all arrangements for him. We
settled satisfactorily with Isadore, he agreed after a
good deal of bother to hand over Kapula [sic] (the prisoner
he took out of jail) whenever the B.C. authorities required
45
him".
Three days later he wrote his brother defending
his action.

"...altho' Chief Isadore agreed to deliver over
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'Kapula' when required", he wrote "I do not think the
young Bucks would allow him to do so, unless the police
went into Kootenay. Dr. Powell and Mr. Vowell were of the
opinion that it was necessary for the police to go, besides
the land question is not settled, and the Indians will not
be satisfied until they are given a suitable reserve.

I

think it advisable to send the Police in without delay". 46
Meanwhile Powell telegraphed Vankoughnet, also on the
5th that the "Conference with Kootenay Indians very successful
... no further Indian trouble feared and we left settlers
47
well satisfied".
In his official report concerning the
circumstances of Kapla's release, Powell commented that
he could not "help thinking that the fears of an Indian
uprising have been somewhat exaggerated, probably from the
fact that no Chief Officer has visited the district since
48
the gaol trouble occurred".
Powell further remarked that
Isadore could not reasonably he expected to vacate the land
he had always occupied on the Lower Kootenay; to remove to
the reserve, where there was inadequate feed for his cattle
would be "suicidal". Powell proposed that a commission
composed of himself, O'Reilly and Vernon, (then C.C.L.W., B.C.)
go to Kootenay to settle the land question inalterably,
thus avoiding any long term placement of NWMP forces in the
49
Kootenay.
In the light of these satisfactory communications
from federal officials who had visited the Kootenay, it is
not surprising that Comptroller White, for one, concluded
that there was no longer a need for federal forces in the
50
area.
However, frustrated by the constant imprecision of his
orders, and alarmed by the malaise amongst his men which
51
had already resulted in one suicide,
Steele commenced sending supplies upriver on 8 July, without orders. Although
the steamer capsized, and most perishable goods were lost,
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some equipment had reached its destination in th.e Kootenay.
As well, American soldiers had been patrolling the
British Columbia-United States border since the end of
59
June, as had been requested. ~ British Columbia authorities
were adamant that the artificial legal question of Kapla's
release be disposed of before any land matters could be
settled. Yet both Powell and Herchmer indicated in their
reports that the problem had been solved by them in June,
so that there was no real need for the NWMP. The whole
ridiculous matter seemed to be suspended awaiting
Macdonald1s command to put the gears in motion.

It seemed

easier to have the NWMP proceed than return to Alberta.
Wearily, on 13 July, 1887, Macdonald ordered Steele to pro54
ceed with the force, "as it is expected".
Steele received his orders to take his men into
Kootenay on 17 July.
By July 30, he had reached Six
Mile Creek, conveniently close to Baker's land and the
spot chosen by Herchmer as the site of the barracks.
place was so swampy that it was quite unsuitable so

The

Steele spent that and the following day perusing the
country looking for more suitable sites. He chose a
promontory at the conflux of Wild Horse Creek and the
Kootenay Paver, a mile above Galbraith's Ferry. The
position was well guarded by hills to the rear with
access to the main trails in the area, and to the Kootenay
River. Steele arranged to lease fourteen acres from
Robert Galbraith for one dollar a year. The next day
5fi
Steele's men began to construct extensive barracks.
All
these arrangements were made before it was decided that the
division would winter over in the area.
As early as 18 July, L.W. Herchmer was agitating (in
cypher), for the force to remain in the Kootenay until at
least May, 1888. He informed Comptroller White that he had
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"ordered ten months supplies to be sent to Golden.
Your
letter number one hundred and forty two of fourteenth says
they are only to stay for two months. What action shall I
take? I think it would be safe to let supplies go in and
store them as I have no doubt we could sell them if not
required".
Herchmer bombarded White with coded telegrams
on the 12th, 13th and 16th of August, saying that Steele
also felt that the force should remain all winter, although
at this point Steele had not yet even conferred with
58
Isadore.
Once again faced by a fait accompli engineered
by the Commissioner of the NWMP, Macdonald consented to the NWMP
6f)
remaining in the area until the following spring.
Fred White conservatively estimated the cost of wintering
the force over at something in excess of $30,000,000.
When Steele interviewed Isadore on 20 August, he asked
him to turn over Kapla and Young Isadore for trial at Wild
Horse Creek to police constable Anderson, who had since
returned to the area. Steele went to Wild Horse Creek on
25 August and obtained depositions from Anderson. He then
remanded the prisoners for eight days, taking them back to
the barracks at Galbraith's Ferry to forestall violence.
When the Indians were brought before him again on the
5 September, he concluded that there was "no evidence of
any consequence, the only evidence showing that they had
passed along the trail some days after the white men".
Steele was annoyed that no attempt had been made to solve
the case in 1884. Such murders were not uncommon during
the time the railway was being built in British Columbia.
The case against the Indians seemed to spring from racial
prejudice. The only "evidence" supplied to incriminate
these Indians was the fact that they were carrying $20 bills;
they claimed they had sold some horses, a statement no
one could either disprove or verify. Steele dismissed the
case. But this artificial legal question had ostensibly
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been the reason for dispatching the NWMP to British
Columbia.

When he was informed that Steele had dismissed

the charges, Macdonald wired Commissioner Herchmer to
63
"see to prosecution of this case for crown".
Two weeks
later, Fred White wrote Macdonald "to ascertain whether he
desired the police to work this case up".64 White was
directed to discuss the matter with the Minister of the
Interior. He promised the Minister that "the clue furnished
by the $20.00 bills in possession of the Indians and all
other points are thoroughly enquired'into". But despite
all Steele's diligence no further evidence could be found,
and the matter was dropped.
Meanwhile, on 31 August, the British Columbia government
approved the appointment of a commission to investigate
readjustment of the St. Mary's Reserve. The Commission,
consisting of O'Reilly, Powell and Vernon, the CCLW, was
established by an order-in-Council of 2 September, and
directed to begin work at once.

Powell, who had just

returned from California with his ailing daughter, and was
himself sick, protested that the Indians would be in
Sand Point, Idaho, purchasing winter supplies, as was their
custom.

He felt that under the circumstances, his presence

on the commission was not required.

Vankoughnet ordered
66
him to accompany the other Commissioners.
They arrived
at Galbraith's Ferry 22 September and proceeded to alter
the reserves. A small triangular portion on the east bank
of the Kootenay was added to the St. Mary's Reserve ("as
much land as the agreement between the local Government and
Mr. Baillie-Grohman permitted to be reserved for Indian
67
purposes").
As well Isadore was confirmed in the possession
of six hundred eighty acres on Bummers Flats on the Lower
Kootenay, as a trade-off for abandoning all claims to Baker's
home ranch on Joseph's Prairie. None of the changes were
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made in consultation with the Indians. The Commissioners
wrote a long statement, a good deal of which was devoted
to chastizing Isadore for his lawlessness, and levelling
threats concerning the measures that would be taken if
Isadore again took the law into his own hands. The statement
went on to indicate that this latest reserve readjustment
was incontrovertiable. It was left with Steele to be read
to the Indians at a special parade to be staged for the
fi R
purpose, when the latter returned from the United States.
In late August, mountain fever broke out among
Steele's men. When the detatchments surgeon fell ill, Powell
stayed at Galbraith's Ferry to care for the men. In mid
November a NWMP doctor arrived, and Powell left to meet
Isadore on his return Journey from Sand Point. Powell
explained the decision of the Commission to a disheartened
chief, threatening that if Isadore should fail to comply,
69
he would be deposed as chief.
At this point occurred
another of the mix-ups which seemed to haunt the Kootenay
operation. Isadore, of course expressed his dissatisfaction
with the new delineations of the reserve. The NWMP interpreter accompanying Powell reported to Steele that the
Indians refused to vacate Joseph's Prairie. In Steele's
opinion, Isadore would not move without coercion. At the
time his detatchment was depleted by continuing illness,
three deaths and seven desertions. He felt he could not
force a showdown without reinforcements. On October 28,
Z.T. Wood, who was temporarily in command because Steele himself was ill, telegraphed Commissioner Herchmer that
Isadore had been deposed as per Powell's threat, and that
Steele required more men. 7 0 Telegrams flew from Ottawa,
Regina and Victoria, and finally the actual events were
sorted out, but not before Powell had been severely and
unfairly reprimanded for his failure to stay in Kootenay
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to deliver the Commissioner's message personally. 71 Powell
defended his course of action in remaining at the barracks
to assist during the mountain fever epidemic. He claimed
that Vernon had insisted that the Commissioners' decision
be read by Steele at parade to reinforce in the Indians'
minds the fact that the NWMP could force them to obey,
and that, after he had talked with Isadore, he had informed
Steele that there was no real need to read the paper at all. 72
The situation was so clearly a case of misinterpretation
that it seemed almost deliberate on the part of all involved.
Steele met with Isadore on 5 November and requested
73
that the Chief assemble his headmen two days later.
Father Fouquet, who was being replaced at the Oblate mission
by Father Nicholas Coccola, read a letter on behalf of the
Indians asking the NWMP to attempt to control illicit
liquor traffic in the area. At the meeting on the 7th,
Isadore made it plain that he would not resign his Joseph's
Prairie claim willingly. He demanded adequate compensation
for his improvements, and asked that an irrigation ditch
be constructed to his lower ranch. He felt that $1,000.00
from Baker would be sufficient to buy out his interest in
Joseph's Prairie.74" On November 10, Steele received a
telegram from Powell, pledging that he would be personally
responsible for any compensatory payment, Baker being absent
in England. Isadore was away for a time, but came directly
to Galbraith's Ferry upon his return on 8 December. One
last time the Chief attempted to assert his claim to Joseph's
Prairie. Exasperated with administrative red tape and annoyed
by what he termed the stubbornness and craftiness of the
Indian, Steele imposed his own settlement. He ordered
Isadore and Hyde Baker, in his father's absence, to appoint
arbitrators. When Isadore returned three days later with
his arbitrator, Edward Kelly, a local justice of the Peace,
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Steele warned the Chief that if he failed to obey the
decision, he would be ousted as chief and the irrigation
75
ditch promised by Powell would not be constructed.
It
was decided that Baker should pay Isadore $490.00.
Baker agreed that this was a fair sum.

Hyde

Steele paid Isadore

the cash, and wrote a self-satisfied report to his
Commissioner.

7 fi

In the opinion of Michael Phillipps,

who had been appointed acting Indian agent in July,
succeeding Vowel1, Steele's "firm" approach to the Indians
77
had been absolutely necessary.
Baker was incensed by
both the Commissioners' decision to grant Isadore his lower
ranch, and the amount of the compensation award.

He fumed

that, when he told O'Reilly that he would pay $1,000.00
compensation, he was referring to purchasing both Isadore's
claims.

Since Isadore had been awarded the "key" to Baker's

winter range, the latter insisted that the Indian owed him
78
compensation. He flatly refused to pay,
and it was not
until May of the following year, when he sought the
appointment as Indian Agent for his son, that he reimbursed
79
Powell the full amount.
Isadore was beaten.

When the reserves were surveyed

in April, 1888, he objected weakly to their limits, but
80
allowed the work to continue.
When it became clear that
the NWMP'S continued presence in the district could not be
justified, agitation began to keep the force.

Baillie-

Grohman pointedly reminded Commissioner Herchmer that
gi
Isadore had not been punished for liberating Kapla.
In late May Baker complained to Steele that Isadore was
trespassing on Joseph's Prairie, and that when he "volunteered
to show the Chief the boundaries of his estate", Isadore
was insolent to him.

Steele realized that Baker's report
83
was much exaggerated.
In June, Steele reported indulgently
that:
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There has been, and there is, a great désire
on the part of many people in the District
to keep the division in here, chiefly from
personal motives, and not from any fear of
the Indians. Twenty or thirty thousand
per annum is a great windfall in so small
a settlement and it is quite natural that
they should wish to draw money from the
same source as long as possible.
Powell agreed that in spite of rumours, there was no further
need to maintain the NWMP in the district. 84
On 8 May, Isadore signed an agreement formally accepting
the limits of the reserves. "I told you that I wanted from
Skukum Church down to Bull River, but as you say the matter
is settled forever, it is no use my saying anything more.
We have large bands of horses and cattle, they will starve
85
in such small country", he lamented with pitiable simplicity.
Steele's original estimate of fifty dollars to construct an
irrigation ditch to Isadore's lower ranch grew to $400.00,
then to $700.00. The final bill was $1,149.43. A flume
fell away from a hillside a few days after the ditch was
opened, and it had to be rerouted. When the ditch was
reconstructed, it was "perfectly safe and even an Indian
could use it".

8 fi

The Indians were given seeds and agricultural

implements and promised an industrial school to induce good
behavior.

The sum appropriated for these purposes, according

to Steele, who was not reputed to be overly generous to the
87
Indians, "would not have been excessive if doubled".
Their original mission to restore peace and friendly
relations between whites and Indians in the Kootenay
accomplished, by mid June, 1888, the NWMP were anxious to
leave.

British Columbia had withdrawn the poll tax of

$500.00 it had attempted to levy against the Indians,
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88
taking advantage of NWMP presence. ° Even Baker seemed to
have accepted the reality of Steele's arbitrated solution.
89
W.M. Herchmer was sent to arrange the forces' withdrawal,
and on 23 June, an Order-in-council was passed authorizing
90
the departure.
On July 2, Steele held a sports day for
local residents, including Indians. A reluctant Baker
was pursuaded to officially review a march past of NWMP,
91
to impress the Indians.
By all accounts the event was
most successful. Early in July, Michael Philipps reported
that there was a possibility of problems on the Tobacco
Plains reserve of the Lower Kootenay Indians on the border.
Two Indians, one•the illegitimate son of David, the
92
Tobacco Plains Chieftain, had been lynched by a Montana mob.
Also there were persistant rumours that American troops in
Montana had been directed to move Indians in the area onto
their reserves.

The United States government asked that

NWMP plans for departure be delayed until Indians on both
93
sides of the border were calmer.
Steele temporarily
cancelled marching orders and sent men to investigate the
situation.
foundation.

The rumours, as usual, proved to be without
On August 4, the barracks stores and furniture

were auctioned for a good price.

Oliver Dennis, the new

provincial police constable who replaced Anderson, took
occupancy of the barracks officers quarters.

On Tuesday,

7 August, the NWMP division began the march back to
Fort Macleod amid gala celebrations and fanfare.

Since

it was proposed that the Crow's Nest Pass trail be used
if it proved necessary to send police to the Kootenay
again, Steele kept a detailed log of the outward journey.
The detatchment reached Macleod on the evening of August 17,
94
having covered 195 miles.
Reports continued to appear in British Columbia newspapers to the effect that Kootenay Indians were unruly, but
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acting Indian Agent Phillipps dismissed them as sensationalist.
The NWMP had done its job well.

The grounds of Fort Steele,

as the NWMP barracks had come to be known, were offered by
Robert Galbraith as a site for the proposed Industrial
School. 96 However, bending to the Oblate threat that
they would order their parishoners to boycott the school
unless it were supervised by Roman Catholics, the government
rejected Galbraith's offer, in favour of a site purchased from
97
the Oblates at the St. Eugene Mission.
Wood from the fort
was used to construct the school, although for some odd
reason, it had remained so green that the building was
98
far from weatherproof when it opened in the fall of 1890.
The remaining building at the site of Fort Steele, the
officers' quarters, was transferred from the NWMP to the
Department of Indian Affairs in August, 1889.99 In November,
Phillipps arranged to sell the building to the provincial
government for $263.86 and an amount of material to be used
in the construction of the industrial school.
When
Vankoughnet visited Fort Steele in July, 1889, Isadore had
resigned himself to supplementing his meagre income by
cutting timber for Baker, a final irony in a sordid story.
The Kootenay crisis, which cost the public somewhere
in the neighbourhood of $100,000.00, had been precipitated
and prolonged by self-interested parties, from local
investors right through the ranks of governmental officials.
From the beginning of the affair almost everyone concerned
admitted the justice of the Indian claims. Yet, those in
positions of influence, including Baker, the local M.P.P.,
and L.W. Herchmer, the Commissioner of the North West
Mounted Police, were able to maintain the facade of crisis
for over a year to gain their disparate objectives. One
cannot help but agree with Edgar Dewdney who suggested
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before the NWMP were dispatched, that,- "a man with tact" could
have done more toward settling the question than all the
102
Commissions and police.
There was absolutely no need to
send a division of police into the area. Had the Indians
reasonable claims been dealt with in a fair and just way,
the outrageous and unnecessary expenditure of public funds
could have been avoided. The Kootenay expedition cannot
103
be considered one of the NWMP'S glorious endeavours.
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Besides Isadore and the Kootenay Indians, the Kootenay
affair soon claimed another victim. As the
crisis progressed, it became increasingly clear
that Macdonald and Vankoughnet wanted to rid
the Indian Affairs department of the services of
Dr. Powell. Correspondence between the Superintendent
and Ottawa became increasingly stilled. In January
1888, Powell requested a short leave of absence
to regain his health; the request was granted. In
June, Powell requested another leave of one
year's duration, on the advice of his physician.
Peter O'Reilly had just returned from a year's
leave, which he had taken to permit an injured
back to heal. There had been no conditions attached
to O'Reilly's leave so Powell was astounded when
Vankoughnet ordered him to obtain a certificate
from the government doctor in Victoria. Dr. Mathews
certificate read:
This is to certify that Dr. I.W.
Powell is suffering from intense
functional interference with the
heart's action caused, no doubt,
by indigestion, the result of his
sedentary occupation... (R.G. 10,
Vol. 3792, Medical Certificate,
Dr. J.B. Mathews 24 July, 1888).
The statement was damning. On 6 August, Macdonald
wrote to Vankoughnet:
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As you know, [Powell's] course
of inaction in B.C. has not
been satisfactory. The state
of the Indians at Kootenay,
Metlakahtla Naas and Skeena,
requires constant attention,
and it may be extremely difficult
to have the visiting superintendent absent for so long. You
will therefore notify Dr. Powell
that the Superintendant General
of Indian Affairs may find it
necessary to superannuate him
and appoint some active person
to be continually on the move
among the Indian tribes (ibid., Macdonald
to Vankough.net, 6 Aug., 1888).
On August 18, Powell was informed of the condition
under which he might take leave. Because of the
slowness with which his request had been handled,
and one cannot help but think this was deliberate,
Powell arrived in Europe too late to "take the
cure". He was forced to request an extension,
which was granted. On 6 August, 1889, just as
his leave was expiring Powell was superannuated.
The department could add an artificial ten years
to boost the pension, if it so desired. In Powell's
case it would amount to an extra $600.00 per year
(his earned pension was $1200.00). Macdonald
vetoed Dewdney's recommendation that this be done.
Powell was dumped at age S2„ He had served the
department for seventeen years, during which
time he had taken less than three months' leave.
He simply had the bad luck to be Superintendent
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in B.C., when it was the job of the person
occupying that position to clean, up other
peoples messes!
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Homer Watson

by Carol MacLeod
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Homer Watson
By the 1880s, central Canadians were confident about the
future of their fledgling nation. In Quebec and Ontario,
the frontier era was past and the achievements of those days
were a source of pride to the populace. Canadian nationals
began to seek ways to legitimatize their new country before
the world. A sense of historic roots, myth and heroes was
important, but it was also necessary to eradicate the
appellation "colonial". Thus, the new economic élite, who
had made their fortunes building the transcontinental railway
and developing natural resources, were eager to adopt the
trappings of civilization. The fine homes of the wealthy
were graced by furnishings imported from Europe. Particularly
prized as art acquisitions were the rural scenes done in the
mid 1800's by Dutch painters and French artists of the
Barbizon School. These paintings, precise in detail, depicted
well-ordered country side and industrious hardy peasantry.
Besides their intrinsic value as works of the masters, the
appeal of such paintings to Canadian collectors lay in the
fact that Canadian pioneers hoped to emulate these pastoral
landscapes once they had tamed the wilderness.
As the Canadian market for art expanded, a native
artistic community began to develop. Most of these early
Canadian artists regarded European, notably French, schooling
as critical to their development. When they returned, if
they did, from study on the Continent, they set about
educating Canadian artistic tastes. In 1872 the Ontario
Society of Artists was founded to promote art in the provinces.
When the Governor General, the Marquis of L o m e and his wife,
Princess Louise, suggested the establishment of an art
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academy modelled on the British precursor for the edification
of colonials, the idea was eagerly received by Canadian
artists. In 1880, the Royal Canadian Academy of Art was
founded with Lucius R. O'Brien as its first president.
The avowed aim of the academy was to introduce Canadians
to art by holding exhibits and forming support organizations
in various cities. "Any city which fails to form and support
some such local association can scarcely be deemed sufficiently
advanced in civilization to justify a second visit of the
academy," intoned O'Brien at the Academy's inception. The
inaugural exhibition of the Academy was held in Ottawa in
1880. Most of the works shown were those of the old masters
loaned by collectors for the occassion, but many works done
by Canadian artists were included in the show. The Marquess
of L o m e honoured the contributors by courteously purchasing
several paintings for the royal apartments, including two
by Lucius O'Brien. To the surprise of all, the Governor
General also bought a painting of a pioneer mill done by
Homer Watson, a virtually unknown twenty-five year old artist
from Doon, Ontario.
Homer Watson was born January 14, 1855 near Doon, now
a suburb of Kitchener. His grandfather, a late Loyalist,
established a flour mill on the Grand River at Doon. Watson's
ancestry was a mixture of Scottish, Irish and German Mennonite
pioneer stock. Homer's father, Ransford Watson, built one of
the many woollen mills in the area. In 1861, when Homer was
almost seven, his father died of typhoid fever. Because a
large number of debts owing the mill could not be collected,
the family was placed in a difficult financial position. The
mill was sold and Homer and his older brother, Jude, went to
work summers at the local brickyard to help support the
family. In 1866, Jude was killed in a brickyard accident.
As the oldest living son, Homer now found himself responsible
for the care of his mother, two younger brothers and sister.
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Although he retained his love of the books in his father's
selected library, his formal schooling ceased.
Doon at the time was in the transitional stage between
pioneer and established agricultural society. Although much
of the land had been cleared, vestiges of pioneer life such
as the flour mill, wayside tavern, and primitive log structures
were a common sight. The people of Waterloo county were
firmly rooted to the earth. Even as a young child Homer Watson
had been fascinated by the romance of his pioneer heritage.
An extremely sensitive boy, Watson had indicated early an
unusual talent for drawing, using as his inspiration wood cuts
from American magazines. Encouraged by his teachers and by
relatives, he experimented with watercolours and oil paints.
His first drawings were highly romanticized but nonetheless
acceptable. Several of his works won prizes at local fairs.
In 1872 he visited a Toronto artist when in that city, and
was encouraged by the artist's favourable comments about his
work. One of his grandmothers and her brother had been
artists, so when he announced his intention of going to
Toronto to study art in 1874, he encountered no opposition
from his family. Although he was yet a minor, he was advanced
a portion of his grandfather's estate and set off for the
provincial capital.
In Toronto, Watson worked for the Notman-Fraser
Photographic Studio, which was at that time a mecca for
aspiring artists in the province. While he received no
formal artistic training, he did benefit from acquaintance
with other artists at the studio, including John Fraser,
Henry Sandham, Henri Perré and O'Brien. In 1876, he used a
further portion of his inheritance to travel to New York,
where he studied the paintings on view in city galleries, met
American artists, and familiarized himself with current
trends in art. On his way home in 1878, he sketched along
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the Susquahanna and Hudson Rivers and in the Adirondacks.
Art h i s t o r i a n s agree t h a t h i s work at t h i s time was much
influenced by the then popular Hudson River School and t h a t
. .i l a r . 2
h i s tone and treatment of subject matter were very s i. m
The works he submitted to the Ontario Society of A r t i s t s
exhibition of t h a t year were well received, and the
following year he was elected a member of the Society. But
the s a l e of one of h i s paintings a t the Royal Canadian
Academy show of 1880 proved to be the c r i t i c a l boost Watson
needed to launch h i s career.
S a t i s f i e d t h a t he could make a l i v i n g as an a r t i s t
thanks to v i c e - r e g a l n o t i c e , Watson married h i s childhood
sweetheart, Roxanna B e t c h e l l , on New Year's Day 1881. They
s e t t l e d in Doon, although Watson retained a shared studio
in Toronto. To augment his income, he t r i e d i l l u s t r a t i n g
for an American farmers' almanac for a time, but found t h a t
h i s i n a b i l i t y to depict l i f e - l i k e animals hampered him, and
he gave up the job. As h i s work became more widely recognized,
he was able to support himself on h i s income from s a l e s . In
1882 he was elevated to f u l l academician in the Royal
Canadian Academy. His landscapes of these early years were
strong and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c . I n s t i n c t i v e l y he developed
e f f e c t i v e perspective and design. He was absorbed by the
study of n a t u r e , attempting to capture a v a r i e t y of moods
in massive swaying t r e e s and r o l l i n g s k i e s . Because of h i s
deep attachment to the e a r t h , he was able not only to
i n t e r p r e t nature accurately but also t o infuse his works
. .
3
with much of the s p i r i t and meaning of the land.
A
conservative at h e a r t , Watson r e c a l l e d the pioneer era as
the time when man was most in harmony with n a t u r e , t h a t time
when humanity was t r u l y "part and parcel of the s o i l " . 4
Untutored though he was, Watson's n a t u r a l a b i l i t y to
express himself on canvas brought him much p r a i s e .
In 1886,
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one of h i s paintings was awarded a bronze medal at the
Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London, England, and was
lauded by local c r i t i c s . Hoping for broader i n t e r n a t i o n a l
acclaim, Watson and h i s wife l e f t for England the following
year. Through the patronage and influence of Oscar Wilde
7
and the Marquess of Lome, he was eventually able to
e s t a b l i s h himself t h e r e . Besides sketching in England and
Scotland, he studied dry point etching with James Whistler
for a time. English c o l l e c t o r s were sympathetic to Watson's
work, finding i t s i m i l a r to popular English landscapes.
Moreover, he had the r i g h t c r e d e n t i a l s : he was a member of
the Royal Canadian Academy and recognized in h i s own country,
"where the few but notable c o l l e c t o r s have placed h i s
landscapes alongside those of the great masters of landscape
o

painting without disappointment".
Watson met several
helpful a r t i s t s while in England, of whom George Clausen and
Whistler were most prominent, and was able to tour g a l l e r i e s
to see more works of a r t . Whether i t was the prevalent
patronizing a t t i t u d e or the e f f e c t of innumerable colds and
l i v e r ailments, Watson found England inconducive t o
i n s p i r a t i o n . After a short v i s i t to P a r i s , he returned to
England and continued on to Canada, a r r i v i n g home in the
spring of 1890.
As a r e s u l t of h i s English sojourn, a new simplification
of form and unity of movement was noticeable in Watson's work.
Much of h i s precise d e t a i l was eliminated, but h i s painting
l o s t some of i t s magic, and suffered from an attempt to
9
infuse h i s canvases with unreal atmospheric e f f e c t s .
P e r i o d i c a l l y a f t e r h i s return to Canada, he sent paintings
to English e x h i b i t s . They were well-received, but Watson
r e a l i z e d t h a t he was too deeply rooted in the r o l l i n g h i l l s
of Waterloo County to attempt to paint abraod.
After h i s
return to Canada, h i s motifs were almost exclusively
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Canadian. As Watson's a r t i s t i c a b i l i t y became more evident,
he began to embody broader philosophical precepts than mere
attachment to the land in h i s work. Upon h i s return from
England, he began work on an epic cycle depicting the
dignity of pioneer l i f e in r u r a l Ontario. The monumental
paintings were universally applauded as powerful expressions
of h i s knowledge of nature and strength of composition.
In 1894, one of h i s English paintings won him a prize
at the Art Association of Montreal showing. Influenced by
h i s p a i n t i n g s ' resemblance to t h e i r favorite Barbizon School,
Montreal c o l l e c t o r s began t o purchase Watson's works in
q u a n t i t y . More honours accrued to works shown at the Chicago
World's F a i r in 189 3, the St. Louis Louisiana Purchase
Exposition in 189 7, and the Pan American Exposition in
Buffalo in 1901. As w e l l , Watson gave one man shows in
New York in 189 3 and at the p r e s t i g i o u s C o t t i e r s Gallery
there in 1906. As an i n d i c a t i o n of h i s s t a t u r e among
Canadian a r t i s t s , he was approached in 1907 to become
founding p r e s i d e n t of the Canadian Art Club. This small
group of i n f l u e n t i a l Canadian p a i n t e r s
hoped through t h e i r
organization to stimulate Canadian a r t i s t i c development and
e s t a b l i s h a home market for Canadian a r t . By 1914 Watson
was vice president of the Royal Canadian Academy and
organized auctions of donated works of a r t t o support Red
Cross wartime work. In 1918, he succeeded William Brymner
as p r e s i d e n t , a capacity in which he served for four y e a r s .
Although Watson made several t r i p s to Britain and spent
two summers sketching in Cape Breton and one with Charles
Porteous and Horatio Walker at the l a t t e r ' s i d y l l i c r e t r e a t
on l i e d'Orléans, he continued to make Doon h i s home. At
h i s house high on a h i l l overlooking the valley of the Grand
River, he b u i l t a studio and gallery in 189 3. Around the
gallery ran a landscape f r i e z e , each panel done in the s t y l e
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of one of Watson's a r t i s t i c i d o l s .
In the gallery v i s i t o r s
viewed or bought Watson's p a i n t i n g s . In 190 7, the Watsons,
s t i l l c h i l d l e s s , adopted a baby g i r l ; her presence was a
delight to her father. Gradually he became involved in the
a f f a i r s of the community. In 1913, he spearheaded a group
of concerned c i t i z e n s to save the only remaining stand of
aboriginal deciduous t r e e s as a h e r i t a g e park for the
county. The Waterloo County Grand River Park Limited, with
Watson as p r e s i d e n t , purchased Cressman's Wood and, by
p r a c t i s i n g careful a r b o r c u l t u r e , maintained i t as a public
park u n t i l i t was purchased by the county in 19 33.
Predictably, Watson was most concerned t h a t o r i g i n a l t r e e s
survive and l o c a l legend has i t t h a t once he stood armed
guard over a p a r t i c u l a r l y old elm near h i s property to
p r o t e c t i t from the axe of a "progress-minded" neighbour.
However, Watson r e a l i z e d t h a t the l i t t l e v i l l a g e could not
languish forever in the p a s t . He and a group of like-minded
c i t i z e n s lobbied t o get a branch of an e l e c t r i c railway
through Doon. Their e f f o r t s f a i l e d , but a Doon Board of
Trade was formed t o promote l o c a l i n d u s t r y . The quiet
p a i n t e r became a person of considerable s t a t u r e in the area.
During the f i r s t two decades of the twentieth century
Watson attempted t o paint subjects other than landscapes.
For a time he did a l l e g o r i c a l canvases which he t r i e d to
infuse with an a i r of mystery. Then he accepted an unofficial
commission from Sir Sam Hughes, Minister of National Defense,
to p a i n t the Canadian recruitment centre at V a l c a r t i e r . He
also accepted a commission from h i s Montreal patron, James
Ross, to p a i n t two a l l e g o r i c a l canvases concerning the war.
By h i s own admission Watson d i s l i k e d painting under the
duress of commission, 13 feeling t h a t h i s b e s t paintings
r e s u l t e d when works were s e t aside almost complete, to be
retouched some time l a t e r . Besides, the subjects of the
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above commissioned works were not within his experience. He
found the paintings hard work and was never s a t i s f i e d with
the r e s u l t s .
Watson's work during these years was further hampered
by the r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t his wife, to whom he was devoted, was
dying. In 1921, Roxanna Watson died, her death caused by
angina. Watson up to t h i s point had l i t t l e r e l i g i o u s f a i t h
outside of a personal worship of n a t u r e . He had great
d i f f i c u l t y reconciling himself to h i s w i f e ' s death and
eventually found solace in a deepening b e l i e f in s p i r i t u a l i s m .
He was somewhat f r u s t r a t e d by the r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t he
too was growing old and becoming increasingly deaf. Nonet h e l e s s he f e l t he had much more to explore and to express
on canvas.
In 1922, when the Royal Canadian Academy was in a furor
over the brashness of the Group of Seven, Watson resigned as
president to devote himself exclusively to p a i n t i n g .
Ostensibly, the reason for his retirement was h i s growing
deafness. While h i s personal d i s t a s t e for such a r t i s t i c
developments as Cubism and Futurism were well known, 14
Watson regarded Canada's own modernists as both necessary and
h e a l t h y , although in his view a t r i f l e overpublicized.
Indeed, he has been accused of being overinfluenced by the
painting techniques developed by such a r t i s t s as the Group
of Seven. Watson did in fact a l t e r his painting methods
about 1920, but h i s l a t e r development was a l o g i c a l
progression from his previous work. Watson shied away from
monumental canvases, finding them beyond h i s physical capacity.
To the end of h i s c a r e e r , he worked d i r e c t l y from n a t u r e ,
using vivid colour, broadened brush strokes and heavily
applied p a i n t to achieve an almost modelled e f f e c t . His
l a t e works, which were almost i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c , were the
product of h i s own modernism. Although he was stung by
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the criticism of his peers, he regarded these canvases as
the best works of his life.
Indicative of his gradual return to the mainstream of
life after his bereavement, he bought a car in 192 3. He used
it to tour the neighbouring counties to sketch and visit
friends like fellow artist Carl Ahrens. In 1921 (and again
in 1929) he fulfilled a long-standing ambition and visited
the Canadian Rockies. The paintings which resulted from
these trips were strongly suggestive and slightly mystical.
Replying to an inquiry from a journalist who was writing
an article about the painter in 1921, Watson wrote describing
his methods at this point in his career:
I consider smooth, meticulous painting is
an offense against the vital feeling one
has when studying the beautiful and
strong forces of nature as we have it in
Canada. Roughness for the sake of
roughness I do not like. If the painting
comes rough in one's trying for vital
truth, well and good: one cannot help
that. It is the only way to get that
truth. The paint must be alive with
vitality and not dead with inane
prettiness (15)
In his late paintings, Watson attempted to convey a spiritual
sense, but he considered the pictorial effect of painting a
necessary component which could not be ignored.
Watson lost most of his savings in the stock market
crash of 1929. In order to live, he borrowed heavily on his
paintings, which were handled over as security to a local
trust company. Illnesses became more frequent and recovery
slow. In the fall of 19 35, Watson attended a memorial service
for Ahrens. He caught a cold which developed into bronchial
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pneumonia. On May 30, 19 36, in his eighty-second year,
Watson died.
A gentle, sensitive man, who lived for the quiet beauty
of his native valley, Watson painted because he found
painting the most appropriate way to express his deep love
of nature. He developed his own technique as he proceeded.
In 1909 he summed up the essence of his philosopies of painting
and of art, philosophies which remained unchanged (but not
static) for the balance of his career:
I have never been conscious of striving for
what is called technique. I have usually
been satisfied if the hand carried into
execution the behests of a conception.
One lives in the presence of nature
always, whether in the woods or on the
windswept plain, and an idea or vision
come of something to be expressed or
given some concrete rendition. Painting
is to me the most natural way to capture
that feeling, so I paint. . . .
One, of course, must take choice of
what one deems to be vital for one's work.
If one's temperament needs the stimulus
given by feeling the strength in trees,
in structure of earth, dignity of mass
and line, he also feels the great truths
of light and air in which these objects
have existence, and to which they are
related; but more than this, as painting
is largely a question of compromise and
suggestion, one must seize what one
considers the essential thing...
I feel we can take the old tradition
and buckle it to our new environment and
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with the temperament and individual
expression, which is the outcome of this
new country, create something rich and
16
full-blooded in art.
The philosophies expressed applied equally to his whole
career.

C r i t i c s c r e d i t Watson with adding "a new sense of unity
and order t o Canadian landscape p a i n t i n g " . 17 He was
intensely n a t i o n a l i s t i c , t o the extent t h a t h i s motifs were
purely Canadian, and not European subjects imposed on a new
background. His way of i n t e r p r e t i n g the Ontario countryside
was s t r i c t l y his own, and in t h a t way he showed Canadian
a r t i s t s t h a t they inhabited a country worthy of inspired
painting in an individual way. Besides dignifying Canadian
themes, Watson i s noteworthy as an a r t i s t because he was
able to use form and mass so e f f e c t i v e l y to convey h i s
impressions. 18 For over half a century, Homer Watson was
regarded as one of the doyens of Canadian a r t . Three days
a f t e r his .death, Watson was posthumously awarded an Honourary
Doctor of Laws by the University of Western Ontario. I t
was but a modest t r i b u t e to a great Canadian a r t i s t .
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