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Emily Carr

1871 - 1945

by Carol MacLeod



FMILY CARR 1871-1945
An intense and inventive individual, Emily Carr sought
throughout her life to achieve expression of the west
coast in terms such as no other painter had developed.
In the artistic vaccuum of Victoria in the first half
of the twentieth century, she painted what she saw and
felt, whether the public accepted it or not. A lonely
woman who preferred the society of animals to that of
the people she knew, she continually outraged the
sensibilities of good Victorians by her ingenuity, lack
of conformity, and unique painting techniques. Through
her jottings and autobiographical books she has left
readers a humorous and vital account of life on Vancouver
Island at the turn of the century. In her later years
her genius was widely recognized both in Canada and
abroad, and her paintings and writings constitute a
significant and valuable element of Canadian cultural
heritage.

Born in Victoria on December 13, 1871, Emily Carr
was the second youngest of nine children. Three children,
all boys, died in infancy. During her childhood, Carr's
family consisted of her father, a stern disciplinarian,
her mother, a gentle woman who was often ill, her older

sisters, Edith and Clara, and younger than these two by






