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William Wilfred Campbell (1858 - 1918)
An Anglican clergyman who left the ministry in 1891 to work
of his life as an Ottawa civil servant, Campbell is known
as a minor poet of the Sixties Group which wrote Canada's
first noteworthy English verse.

He was born in Kitchner,

but the Bruce Peninsula, Ontario, was the scene of his
early years and the inspiration of his best poetry.
Author of poetry, novels, and historical, dramatic, and
travel works, he is a significant reflection of English
Canadian Victorianism because of his attempts to use
Nature to reconcile Christian theology and Darwin's theory
of evolution.

3

The text of the plaque is based on more general reading
done on the Sixties Group in connection with the already
completed plaques on Archibald Lampman and Duncan Campbell
Scott.

Carl Klinck's book Wilfred Campbell:

Late Provincial Victorianism

A Study in

(Toronto, 1942) was read and

still appears to be the main source of information on
Campbell, as is evidenced by Roy Daniel's evaluation and
comments on the poet in the Literary History of Canada
(enclosed).

Daniels' account coincides with Klinck's

attitude to the poet, particularly in the idea that while
Campbell may be a minor poet, his value as a mirror of
his time and place and makes him a relatively
figure of the period.

significant

This latter view is also upheld by

Carl Berger's book on imperialism in Canada The Sense of
Power (Toronto, 1970) where the author mentions Campbell
several times as representative of the Canadian nationalism
which looked to British values and customs as a means of
defining Canadian identity.
Campbell's other writings are worth mentioning insofar as they are repositories of his ideas, and, in the case
of his drama, constitute some of the few attempts made by
nineteeth century English Canadians to write drama (See:
M. Tait, "Playwrights in a A Vacuum:
Drama in the Nineteenth Century".
Number 16 (Spring, 1963), pp. 5-18)

English Canadian

Canadian Literature,
Kenneth Windsor in

4

in his chapter on Canadian historical writing in the Literary
History of Canada notes that Campbell's work, The Scotsman
in Canada is a creditable piece of work and reflects very
carefully done research.

(Literary History, p. 240).

A Note On Campbell's Rirthdate
Klinck's

(See also enclosure of

footnote)

Daniels put 1861 with a question mark as Campbell's date of
birth.

Klinck says (Wilfred Campbell, pp. 5-6) that Campbell

was born on June 1, 1858.

However, he adds in a footnote

(p.256) that 1858 is"probably

the year.

The parish records

have been destroyed, and no Provincial records cover these
early years.

Various years were given at various times.

When he registered at Wycliffe College,.. Campbell gave the
year as 1859.

Later he used, and his family

used 1861.

Mr. Herbert Campbell, the third son of the Rev. T.S. Campbell
testifies that he was born in 1861 and he concludes that
Wilfred was born in 1859 or 1860..."Klinck chooses the 1858
date on the basis of an entry in the Kitchener-Waterloo
newspaper at the time announcing the birth of a son in 1858
to T.S. Campbell.

Based on other family evidence cited in

the above-quoted footnote one can choose any year from
1858 to 1861 inclusive.

Thus the designation of 1858 has

been somewhat arbitrary on my part, and is based on faith
in Klinck's opinion; he

appears to have done a fair amount

of research into the subject.

There is also some doubt

5

as to whether Campbell was actually born in Kitchner - 1858
or 1859 would have to be birthdates for by 1860 T.S. Campbell
was in another parish.

The Cariboo Gold Fields
and Wagon Road

by Georgina Wyman,
1974

8

Since the plaque at Yale marking the beginning of the
Carriboo Road, and the one at Barkerville to commemorate the
Cariboo Gold Fields are inter-related, I have prepared them
simultaneously. Rather than prepare a lengthy paper dealing
with the Cariboo, I have chosen to
delineate points of emphasis which I intend to bring out in
the plaques. There are many points of view from which one
can approach the Cariboo phenomenon, ranging from the
technical aspects of the gold mining or road construction,
or the "romance" of the life of the prospector, to the
dislocation and disruption the influx of miners caused for
the Indian people living in the region. Given that the
plaques are sponsored by the Government of Canada, I have
opted to emphasize those aspects which tended to work towards
the economic and political development of British Columbia
and its eventual integration into Canada. This orientation
may prevent, to some extent, duplication of material now
being made available by the province of British Columbia
which has also chosen to commemorate the wagon road and the
gold fields. In the case of the development of a historic
site at the latter at Barkerville, emphasis seems to be
placed on the re-creation of the lifestyle in the mining towns
of the I860's, as well as making available to the general
public some easily understood information about the types of
mining which were taking place.

9

Cariboo Gold Fields
In 1865, Governor Seymour capsulized the overall significance
of the gold fields when he wrote to Colonial Secretary
Cardwell that Cariboo was "the real British Columbia ... the
source of wealth, the centre of life of the two colonies"
2
(Vancouver Island and British Columbia).
It was not the
gold fields per se which gave the Cariboo this distinction,
but the fact that the mining area was a centre of white
population. Assuming that the exploitation of a natural
resource hitherto untapped by white men could bring
beneficial effects to the "civilized" world, the colonial
office, urged on by Governor Douglas, had approved guidelines
under which the mining could take place, and the Governor
proceeded to attempt to make white infiltration into the
3
area a tool for spreading British values and institutions.
In 185 8 the discovery of gold on the Fraser River further
south had led to the establishment on paper of the colony
of British Columbia with an administrative structure and
revenue collecting powers through such measures as the
collection of customs duties and the sale of mining licences.
Under the watchful eye of Governor Douglas a system of law
enforcement was introduced, local municipal councils were
4
established in some towns, a regular government mail service
5
was begun from New Westminister to Douglas, Hope and Yale,
and construction commenced of a series of roads to link the
various mushrooming communities. The Cariboo discoveries
gave further impetus to these developments, and the
estimated $28,000,000 of placer gold mined along the
Fraser River between 1861 and 1870 gave rise to the growth
of white settlements, to the arrival of businessmen with
goods and services to offer the miners, and to the
beginnings of an agricultural economy.

It also laid the

groundwork for a more organized form of mining by large
companies which began to a certain extent in the 1860's, and

10

largely took over the mining operations in the following
decades.
One reason for Douglas' zeal in maintaining peace,
order, and good government, was his awareness that the
7
"British element" in British Columbra was small and his
recognition that the Achilles' heel of his aim to make the
colony a bastion of British values was the migratory nature
of the population and the fact that much of it came from
the United States, where many of the miners had participated
in the California gold rush. Douglas could not ensure that
the settlement would thrive once placer gold became more
difficult to find.

To counteract these drawbacks he used

the spectacular nature of the gold discoveries to make the
8
country known to potential British settlers. His despatches,
9
and other popular pamphlets published in England stress
the potential investment opportunities for British capital
in the Cariboo, and draw attention to the excellent living
to be made from agriculture.
To a certain extent this policy succeeded. In 1867
the white population of the colony of British Columbia was
7500 and the Cariboo area was dotted with small settlements,
with observers noting that there was a substantial increase
in the number of people of British origin.

In 1866 wheat

production in the Cariboo was high enough to meet the entire
consumption of flour there for the 1866-6 7 winter and
spring season. 11
However, by 1865, the Gold Commissioner of Cariboo
East noted a retardation in the development of the mining
district and added that heavy machinery was now needed in
many areas. The mining was now largely in the hands of
12
"men of large Capital" or companies. " Ormsby notes that
after 186 7 the "boom period" of the area began gradually
13
to fade.
By the 1870's the image of the Cariboo as the
centre of the colony had begun to change with the discovery

11

of gold in other areas such as the Kootenay. Moreover,
with the decline of activity in the Cariboo, the disadvantages
of the dependency on one resource as the base of economic
activity became clear. Faced with a heavy debt incurred
to construct the Cariboo Road, a Colonial Office policy
that the colony should survive without financial assistance
from the Mother Country, and declining revenues which made
the paying off of that debt difficult, the colony was forced
to look to union with some larger economic system such as
the United States or the other British North American
colonies, which would give it access to the capital,
immigrants, and markets needed to broaden the scope of its
. . ... a 14
economic activities.
Since the Cariboo gold fields plaque is located at
Barkerville, allusion should probably be made to the fact
that Williams Creek was regarded as the heart of the Cariboo
district and astounded many by the magnitude of its gold
A

•+.

1

5

deposits.

Cariboo Wagon Road
In February 1862, Governor Douglas wrote to the Duke of
Newcastle that the "judicious selection of roads being an
object of vast importance to the colony is a subject which
cannot be too carefully studied and is naturally viewed with
1r

profound solicitude by this government".
Integral to the
progress of British Columbia were lines of communication
between the capital, New Westminister, and the other area
of settlement, the Cariboo - and Douglas entered heavily
into debt to ensure that networks of roads into the interior
were constructed from points beyond which navigation of the
Fraser River was impossible. It is in the context of
Douglas' general roadbuilding programme completed by Seymour
that the trail should be viewed. Of all the roads, it was
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the longest, and technically excellent, accomodating a
volume and type of wagon traffic which no other roads into
the interior could. Ormsby's discussion of the Cariboo
Road notes its strategic importance in attempting to keep
out American trade, and its usefulness to the Cariboo
population in reducing the price of goods and in providing
18
employment for unsuccessful miners.
Douglas also saw the
road as a potential source of revenue through the imposition
19
of an additional road tax.
Judge Begbie also suggested
that the road was necessary to keep an adequate supply of
pack horses in British Columbia; he attributed the high cost
of goods at the mines at least partially to the tremendous
loss of pack animals incurred by merchants. 20 In addition
to securing the trade of British Columbia for British
merchants, Douglas also assured Newcastle that the new road
would provide access to farming districts and thus induce
"Her Majesty's British subjects to visit this colony and make
. .
.
.
21
British Columbia their home"
thereby counteracting the
danger of Americanization constituted by the large number of
American miners. Begbie also urged that with the transition
to underground mining in 1862, the seasonal character of
mining could be changed, thereby encouraging a more permanent
22
population.
In 1865 as the mining became more technically
complicated the completion of the Cariboo road to Williams
Creek was seen as a necessity to enable the transport of
23
machines to the mines.
Finally, it should also be noted that the construction
of the road by private businessmen and the Royal Engineers
was not only necessitated by financial constraints, but also
seems to have been part of Douglas' plan to encourage a
lasting population in the colony. In 1861 he forwarded
with approval, petitions from local businessmen urging the
construction of more roads noting that these men were solid,
24
responsible citizens.
He seems to have welcomed offers

13

from private businessmen to build roads in return for the
right to collect tolls on them for a certain period of
time, as a means of making these people establish permanent
roots in British Columbia and a sense of loyalty to the
25
settlement.

14

1.

For some idea of the nature of the restoration at
Barkervxlle, see Bruce Ramsey, A Guidebook to Barkerville
(Vancouver, 1961). Also placing emphasis on life at
Williams Creek, particularly at Barkerville is
Fred W. Ludditt, Barkerville Days (Vancouver, 1969).
Ludditt traces the history of Barkerville up to and
including its creation as a provincial historic site
in 1958. He claims to have played a large role in
having the town designated a historic site, and
expresses disatisfaction with the execution of the
project by the provincial authorities.

2.

Seymour to Cardwell, May 2, 1865, Volume 21, Despatch
6 396, Colonial Office Records, MG 11, Public Archives
of Canada. Henceforth referred to as CO 60 with volume
number.

3.

With a recent historian (Martin Robin, The Rush for
Spoils: The Company Province (Toronto, 19 72) denouncing
the unabashed encouragement of the exploitation of
British Columbia's natural resources, it is useful to
remember the optimistic belief in progress which
motivated Douglas and those of his time: the seemingly
inexhaustible resources of Cariboo were a means of
bringing British people and British "civilization" to
a country hitherto populated only by "savages" and fur
traders.

4.

Douglas to Newcastle, 22 April 1861, CO 60/9: As an
alternative to establishing responsible government in
the Canadian style, Douglas maintained the local
councils in New Westminister, Yale and Hope were adequate
means for the time being of assessing popular opinion.

5.

Douglas to Newcastle, 8 October 1861, despatch 10955,
CO 60/11.

15

6.

R.T. Gosnell, The Yearbook of British Columbia and
Manual of Provincial Information (Victoria, 1911),
P. 175-6. Gosnell's figures are one set among many.
In Gosnell's figures may be included some yield from
the Fraser mines further south - but by 1861 most of
the yields from the Fraser were from the Cariboo.
Donovan Clemson, "The Cariboo Road," Canadian Geographic
Journal, Volume LXIV, Number 4 (1962) says Williams
Creek itself yielded $19 million, P. 121. Easterbrook
and Aiken, Canadian Economic History (Toronto 1958),
P. 338 say the Cariboo yielded $25 million between
1859 and 1871. All figures must be considered as
approximations, given the fact that the mining activity's
structure was highly individualized, and it was
virtually impossible to keep an account of all the
miners' earnings. Moreover, there were no centralized
census-taking mechanisms, and reports of earnings came
from Gold Commissioners who were only able to estimate
amounts. There was no one centralized agency which
bought gold. Some miners sold it in Victoria for cash,
others used it as a medium of exchange to buy goods, and
others sold it in west coast American cities.

7.
8.

Douglas to Newcastle, 22 April 1861, CO 60/9.
Douglas could not "repress a feeling of profound regret
that so few of Her Majesty's British subjects have not
yet participated in British Columbia". 16 September
1861, despatch 9801, CO 60/11.
He frequently cited the excellent opportunities which
existed for agricultural settlers (E.G. 5 February 1862
CO 60/12) and in 186 3 suggested the problem of the
"industrious poor" in northern England could be partially
resolved by sending them out to British Columbia to
occupy and cultivate land. 14 July 1863, despatch
8488, CO 60/16.
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9.

Cariboo: The Newly Discovered Gold Fields of British
Columbia, Fully Described by a Returned Digger (London,
1862), pp. 64-7. This section of the account stresses
the Cariboo as a "fit subject for the capitalists of
England" where "capital has just as much protection
... as in any part of the Empire".

10.

Population figures vary. A. Harvey, A Statistical
Account of British Columbia (Ottawa, 1967), says there
was a population of 10,000 whites in the colony, but
adds that "this population is very fluctuating".
In 1871, Trutch, the B.C. Surveyor General, said there
were some "2000 miners" working steadily in the Cariboo
with the rest of the population being farmers, traders
or professional men. This is considerably lower than
the 4000 or 5000 estimate which occurs frequently in
the colonial despatches in the early 1860's W. Trutch
in Montreal Gazette, British Columbia and the Canadian
Pacific Railway: Complimentary Dinner to the Hon.
Mr. Trutch (Montreal, 1871), P. 6. Ormsby opts for the
7500 figure, British Columbia: A His_tory_ (Vancouver,
1958), P. 209.

11.

Harvey, P. 16.

12.

Gold Commissioner O'Reilly to Governor Seymour,
5 January 1865, despatch 1586, CO 60/21.

13.
14.
15.

Ormsby, P. 220.
Easterbrook and Aiken, PP. 338-9.
E.G. Douglas wrote to Newcastle, 2 4 October 1861,
despatch 10961, CO 60/17 about the "almost fabulous,
wealth of that gold field", citing testimony from a
Major Downie "an old and successful Californian" who
said that California was nowhere in comparison to
Williams Creek. Cosnell refers to the "famous Williams
Creek", p. 176 as does Harvey pp. 17-18.

16.

Douglas to Newcastle, 5 February 1862, despatch 3914,
CO 60/13.

17
17.

Exact cost of the Cariboo Road is not clear, but the
figure lies somewhere between one million and one and
a half million dollars. Walter Moberly claims the cost
was 1| million, "History of the Cariboo Wagon Road,"
Art Historical and Scientific Association Papers
(Vancouver, 1907-8), pp. 25-39. Trutch says 1| million,
p. 6. Much light would probably be shed on the entire
story of the Cariboo Road had I been able to obtain a
masters' thesis on this topic road prepared by J.H.S.
Reid, "The Road to Cariboo" unpublished Masters thesis,
University of British Columbia (1941).

18.
19.

See
Ormsby's book.
Douglas to Newcastle, 24 October 1861, despatch 10961,
CO 60/11.
Judge Begbie to Douglas, 30 November 1861, despatch
3914, CO 60/13.
Douglas to Newcastle, 5 February 1862, despatch 3914,
CO 6 0/13.

20.
21.
22.

Begbie to Colonial Secretary, 19 January 1863, despatch
3136, CO 60/15.
2 3. O'Reilly to Seymour, 5 January 1865, despatch 4586,
CO60/21.
24.

Douglas to Newcastle, 8 October 1861, despatch 10955,
CO 60/11.

25.

Douglas to Newcastle, 24 October 1861, Despatch 10961,
CO 60/11: "I indeed acknowledge the warm support which
I have lately received . . . in carrying out measures of
development, a signficant fact showing that their
feelings are becoming every day more identified with
the progress of the colony."

Collins1 Overland
International Telegraph

by Georgina Wyman,
1974

20

Collins' Overland International Telegraph
(1864-67)
Promoted by Perry Collins, U.S. Commercial Agent in Russia,
and dependent on the Western Union Telegraph Company's money,
men, and technology for it execution; this early example of
telegraph in British Columbia roused the enthusiasm of the
white residents:

at no expense to them the colony was to

be a vital link on a line joining "civilization" in Europe
and America via Russia.

In 1867 construction ceased on the

incomplete line after the 1866 success of the more economic
Atlantic cable, but a section from New Westminster to the
Cariboo stayed and was bought by the Canadian government
in 1880.

21

The revised text for the Collins Overland International
Telegraph is based on a selective reading of a massive
general reference book on the telegraph in North America,
on a perusal of some relevant Colonial Office documents,
selective reading of the British Columbian of the period,
and use of three articles directly relating to the Overland
Telegraph

2

'

An

attempt has been made to avoid excessive duplication of
material in the text of the provincial plaque
although to some extent this was necessary if the text was
to be factually complete.
It was felt unnecessary to write a full-scale research
paper, since relatively little new information would be
added to that found in the secondary sources already cited
- particularly Mackay's article in the British Columbia
Historical Quarterly.

Mackay and Galbraith have tapped most

of the relevant sources with the exception of the Western
Union Telegraph Company's records.

However, since these

latter are not available for this paper either, I have
chosen to offer an interpretation of the expositions which
Mackay and Galbraith provide.

In both his articles on the

Collins telegraph, Mackay has placed considerable emphasis

22

on the internal organization of the venture and on the
personal heroism and ability demonstrated by those who
undertook actual construction in the face of very difficult
geographic and climactic conditions.

The significance

of the Collins telegraph in the context of Russian-American
and British-American relations might also be discussed.
However, given the limited amount of space in a plaque
text, I have chosen to dwell on those points which can be
said to reflect some aspects of the social and economic
development of British Columbia by a white population.
In the revised plaque text there are four principal
points of emphasis: 1) identification of the promoter and
executor of the project; 2) its significance at the time
for the people of British Columbia; 3) the reason for the
demise of the scheme; 4) the fate of the telegraph line.
1. Identification of the Promoter and Executor of the Project
In their respective articles Mackay and Galbraith have
stressed the personal role of Perry McDonough Collins in
promoting the Overland Telegraph.

However, perhaps more

emphasis should be given to the fact that while "the promoter
by nature" who died a millionaire, may have had the initial
idea, there were several favourably inclined ears attuned
to it.

In the first place, it is clear that certain

policitians in the American congress were quite willing to
aid him actively in his activities.

It was at the instigation

23

of the California delegation in the United States House of
Representatives that Collins was made a government commercial
agent in Russia.

4

After he had expressed his vision of

opening "a new world
civilization".

(in Northern Asia) to trade and

As the Collins telegraph project moved to

fruition, Congress continued its interest by recommending an
appropriation of $50,000 to cover the cost of surveys of
the coasts and islands adjacent to Behring's Strait.
Perhaps more importantly, after the failure to lay a
working telegraph cable in the Atlantic in 1858, there
were capitalists of the stature of President Hiram Sibley
of the powerful corportate giant, Western Union Telegraph
Company, taking an interest in Collins' exploits.

Although

Collins did not officially present his proposal to Western
Union's Board of Directors until September 23, 1863, it is
clear from J.D. Reid's account that Sibley was in contact
with Collins well before that date.

In 1861 the former

informed Collins of his eagerness to get on with construction,
noted no lack of backers, and predicted a rosy future for the
line :
Our men are pressing me hard to let them
go on to Behring's Strait next summer, and
(as you say to me) 'If I had the Money',
I would go on and complete the line and
talk about it afterwards ...No work costing
so little money was ever accomplished by
man that will be so important in results.
The benefit resulting to the world will
pay its entire cost every year after
complet ion... '

24

The tone of the letter suggests that there may have been
an informal working relationship between Sibley and Collins
as early as 1861; it is tempting to speculate whether Collins,
who had at first taken a more generalized

interest in the

development of trade in Northern Asia, had not had his
interests channelled more directly into a telegraph line as
Q

a first priority through his contact with Sibley.

Before

1863, was Western Union taking a kind of wait-and-see
attitude, letting Collins take responsibility for negotiations
with the Russian, American, and British governments, ready to
step in when such were almost completed and the political risk
appeared minimal?

Moreover, it was Western Union who took

over Collins' original idea and mobilized

its men and money

within a short period of time after Collins sold his rights
to the Company after 1864.

Indeed, in his account, Reid

treats the Collins telegraph as essentially another phase
in Western Union's expansion programme.

The company had

worked its way across the American continent; an Atlantic
cable did not seem particularly feasible - the Collins line
was the logical way to create an international telegraph
9
system.
Thus, the Western Union Telegraph Company is given
what might be termed "equal billing" in the plaque text.
Reference to Western Union is also made to illustrate
the pattern of the early development of the telegraph in
British Columbia prior to union with Canada.

It is

25

interesting to note that while the governors of the colony
and their superiors in the Colonial Office were uneasy about
the large proportion of Americans mining or trading in
British Columbia, they were quite prepared to welcome
American investment for purposes of the development of
telecommunications.

Governor Douglas stressed that the

colony's principle arterial, the Cariboo Road, was to follow
the Fraser River, and thus keep out American trade from
Oregon,

but both he and his successor eagerly urged on

Americans to construct telegraphs.
encouraged

In 1864 Douglas

the legislative council to pass an ordnance giving

the president of the California State Telegraph Company,
"his successors and assigns", exclusive privileges over
telegraph lines in British Columbia for twenty years, in
return for which the company was to construct lines from
San Francisco to New Westminster, and eventually into other
parts of the colony.

When the exclusive privilege part of

the ordnance was disallowed by his superiors in London,
Seymour tried to smooth over the company's ruffled feathers,
maintaining close and friendly relations with its representative
in New Westminster and offering "considerable assistance"

12

such as the loan of his private steam yacht to lay a cable
in the Fraser River.

13

Seymour also warmly welcomed the

Collins line, noting that as a result of it and of the
soon-to-be-completed Calfornia State Telegraph Company

26

line, "the subject of Telegraphic communication is the only
one to which I can now refer with altogether unmixed
satisfaction ..14
.
Semour was not alone in his warmth toward the American
capitalists' telegraph.

In April, 1865, the New Westminster

newspaper urged citizens of the town to rise up and show
their gratitude to their American neighbours:
If the world is indebted to American
ingenuity and skill for the electro-magnetic
telegraph, we are indebted to American
enterprise for its early application in
British Columbia ...Without an effort on
our part, without the expenditure of a
dollar of the colonial revenue, we enjoy
what would have cost many thousands were
it not for the enterprise of our neighbours.
And are we not open to the charge of
holding lightly what is of inestimable
value, simply because it cost us nothing?
How does it come that an event which will
occupy a place in the as yet unwritten
history of British Columbia - an event
which must form an important epoch in the
history of the colony, has been permitted
to pass by unmarked by an public
recognition or célébration ? 15
One reason for this open welcome to American investment was,
as the newspaper noted, the fiscal one:

the colony was

having enough difficulty financing roads - telegraphs at
public expense were out of the question.

Moreover, in the

case of the Collins telegraph, Britain was quite willing
to see this form of involvement in British Columbia provided
it demanded no financial outlay from either colony or
Mother Country.

Improved means of communication between

27

London and the colonies was such a highly desired

service

that the question of who provided it was relatively
inconsequential as long as Britain approved the terms and
conditions.

As the Duke of Newcastle noted, England could

exploit British Columbia's strategic position to her
advantage to ensure British government messages received
the same priority as those of the American and Russian
governments on the proposed international line:
The project is one of the greatest
interest and importance and whilst
England for her own sake ought to give
it every encouragement, every care should
be taken not to lose the great advantage
which Nature has given her. She holds
in British Columbia the keys of the
position - the one indispensable link
in telegraph communication between the
New and Old Works, until it is found
practicable to lay and maintain an
efficient cable under the Atlantic.
Thus, after an initial impulse to decline Collins an
interview and pass him to British Columbia authorities, the
British government put its powerful presence behind the
project.
2. Effect of the Collins Telegraph
As indicated, there were very practical reasons for
enthusiasm in British Columbia on the part of the governor
and public for the telegraph line.

When the California

State Telegraph Company completed the line between San
Francisco and New Westminster, Seymour was able to send a
message to London in seventeen days, which would formerly
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Civilization.

No longer was there to be

a "feeling of

isolation"; the colony was to be put in close contact with
the world which the colony's inhabitants were striving
so hard to recreate in "this far off and new country".

21

Thus, the Collins Overland International Telegraph became
of a project of historic significance to be looked back on
by future generations as a manifestation of the ability
of the colony to partake in the fruits of progress:
Those of us who came here six years ago
to plant a city where then stood an
unbroken forest of gigantic firs, proudly
waving their towering tops as if in
defiance of the puny efforts of man to
conquer them, will hardly be able to
realize to the full extent the new era
now bursting upon us. A Government of
our own, direct steam communication,
direct trade with the great marts and
electric connection with the civilized
world, each following the other in such
quick succession, are considerations
calculated almost to bewilder the mind...
In less than a year New Westminster ...
will be the centre of all these systems these civilizers, which must make her
worthy to be the capital of an important
colony, and the great centre of commerce
on the British Pacific.22
Within two years the high hopes were sadly deflated with
the cease-work issued by Western Union after the successful
operation of the Atlantic cable.

Judging from a despatch

Seymour wrote to the Colonial Office on January 30, 1869,
his attempts to get lines into the Cariboo from New
Westminster and the new capital, Victoria, had succeeded,
but their performance did not live up to his 1865
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expectations.

Writing of the Collins' project in response

to a request from the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos for
information about telegraph in operation in British Columbia,
he remarked :
But the successful laying of the Atlantic
cable has caused the abandonment of
the work. The line between Quesnel
mouth on the Fraser River and the Skeena
River is now utterly useless. That
between Victoria and Cariboo, I fear
hardly pays the working expenses.23
For the mainland, already in low spirits because of the move
of the capital to Victoria, the construction stoppage was
another blow; five hundred men were left unemployed.
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3. Reason for Demise of Scheme
Little need be added to what is already said in the
plaque.

According to Reid, few had expected a cable across

the Atlantic to be successful, but after the efficiency
and capacity of the 1866 Atlantic cable were proven,
Western Union called an end to the Collins Overland
International Telegraph venture, having lost over $3 million
and not wishing to lose more by completing and trying to
operate a land line of sixteen thousand miles as opposed
to the Atlantic cable's two thousand miles under water.
4. Fate of British Columbia Line:

25

see pages 213-15

article by Corday Mackay.
A Note on Plaque Title: The plaque text should be set within
some time frame, but rather than use space within the actual
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text, I would suggest that the dates 1864-7 be included in
the title and that the title be changed to Collins Overland
International Telegraph.

Thereby the reader will be able

to comprehend that the international aspect of the project
was of three years' duration; i.e. from the time Western
Union agreed to begin execution of the scheme, until work
stopped in British Columbia.

The name change would not

be historically inaccurate as there are many ways to which
,
r,26
the telegraph was referred.
A Note on the Former Plaque Text: The former plaque notes
that the Collins line was the first telegraph system in
British Columbia.

In a general sense, this may be true,

since the Western Union Telegraph Company bought a controlling
interest in the segment of the line from San Francisco to
New Westminster completed by the California State Telegraph
Company in 1865, and this section became a portion of the
Overland route.
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However, had the Collins line not been

constructed, British Columbia would still have had this
connection with San Francisco as well as a link of one mile
from New Westminster to Government House.
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If one accepts

these latter two lines, both constructed by the California
State Telegraph Company, as a system, then the Collins line
was not the first telegraph system in the colony.

Rather

than engage in such fine distinctions, however, I have
chosen to skirt the issue by saying the Collins line was an
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early example of telegraph development in British Columbia.
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For example, on a map in despatch 6367 Co 6/39, the
telegraph is referred to as the "Overland Telegraph".
The initial British Columbia ordnance to encourage the
construction of the line was called "The International
Telegraph Ordnance", Ordnance No. 5, 21 February 1865,
CO 61/1.
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his rights to Western
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CO 61/1).
found:

In the latter statute my proposed title is

"Whereas the Association of Persons engaged

in the construction of the Collins Overland
International Telegraph have requested to be
incorporated by Statute ...". Underlining mine.
27

British Columbian, February

25, 1865.
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Seymour asked that this link be constructed.

Its

inauguration was hailed by the British Columbian:
"Yesterday will, therefore, constitute by no means
an unimportant epock in the history of British Columbia,
as the day upon which the first magnetic dispatch was
transmitted over British soil on the Pacific".
British Columbian, March 7, 1865.
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NOTES FOR A REVISED PLAQUE FOR SANDFORD FLEMING (1827 - 1915)
While the information on the original 1957 plaque is factually correct,
some mention might be given in a new plaque to additional aspects of
Fleming as a person and the ideological framework within which he
operated.

Several of the achievements for which he is known, i.e. his

work on railways, his advocacy of the Pacific cable, his design of the
first Canadian postage stamp, were in his own day, and are still to
some extent today regarded as components in the "building of a Canadian
nation".

That they were and are regarded as such is due not in small

part also to Fleming and others of his time who not only implemented, but
verbally defined development of railways and other means of communications
as one of the standards by which to gauge a nation's strength.

In doing

so they were expressing an optimistic faith in the powers of the technology
which was bringing about the period of economic growth in England, the
United States and western Europe, now known as the industrial revolution.
To understand Fleming in the Canadian context, it seems useful to
take note of several facts: he was a Scot, a devout Presbyterian, an
engineer and surveyor, and a writer.

As a Scot who emigrated to Canada

in 1845, in the pre-Confederation period, he could, given his enormous
energies and his skill, gain relatively easy access to personnages in
power, for he shared the basic values and background of what John Porter
has called the "charter groups" of English-Canadian society, i.e. the
group which was defining the nature and structure of that society. His
strong Presbyterianism and the attendant psychological underpinnings
of such faith, may be at least in part an explanation for the zeal and
sense of mission with which he approached his career as an engineer.
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In the latter is to be found the source of his interest in the promise of
technology.

Fleming once said that engineers are "silent men ... dealing
2
less with words than with deeds, less with men than with matter". As
an applied scientist dealing with matter and not men it seems to be
3
generally acknowledged that Fleming was highly competent. In addition
to his excellence as an engineer, he had a good technical mastery of
several skills including drawing and lithography, the former aiding in
the design of the first Canadian stamp.

4

However, in his own life the divorce between men and matter was
never observed.
results for men.

Fleming had faith that matter could produce beneficial
He had to make the glad news known to all.

In this

work, he was greatly aided by his ability to express himself in words.
As his busy mind conceived of new projects, he had a tool with which to
articulate and publicize them.
paid to Fleming as a writer.

Recently, increased attention is being

His accounts of his journeys across Canada

are being seen as having significance in the context of Canadian travel
literature.

His England and Canada is said to "approach the greatest

travel books in liveliness and force":
It fuses the account of a routine trip with memoirs
of the dangerous, challenging past. Many later
writers would try to enlarge the time scope of a
day-by-day trip, but none have handled the problem
of time in a travel book more effectively than
Sandford Fleming.
Fleming's faith in technology manifested itself within a political
and ideological setting.

Carl Berger has said the ideology of people

such as Fleming was a form of Canadian nationalism within the framework
of imperialist ideas. Like his friend, Principal George Grant, who had
accompanied him to western Canada and who welcomed him warmly to the
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chancellorship of Queen's University in 1880, Fleming saw a future for a
strong Canadian nation within the British Empire.

Canada could thus

continue to share in the benefits to be derived fron a long tradition of
liberty and representative government.

In the modern period in which

the country was growing to fruition, new technology combined with
Canada's natural resources and the British political tradition would
destine the nation to take a great role in the Empire.
Fleming was not a deep thinker and he repeated these basic ideas
to suit particular themes throughout his life.

They are to be found in

the public speeches he gave and the reports he wrote.

8

A talk he gave to

9
the Empire Club in 1904 summarizes many of his ideas.

Characteristically

called "Build Up Canada", the speech designates Canada's mission to be
the "civilizing" of the wild landscape, i.e. the settlement of Canada by
people who shared in British traditions and values in order to "secure
in perpetuity British dominion upon this continent".

With the "twin

sisters of civilization, steam and electricity, rightly directed, our
future is assured".
developed.

There was a vast northern part of a continent to be

Technology powered by steam and electricity would build a

"compact, strong, and prosperous dominion".

Prosperity was being achieved

if the country was being settled, preferably by people of British "stock"-, if
it was deemed militarily defensible", and if trade and communication with
other parts of the Empire was flourishing.

Underlying and causing the

prosperity were railways, telegraph lines, trans-Atlantic cables, and
any other means offered by the modern machine age.
This notion of how to build up a nation was largely the same as
that of the National Policy, and thus, given the mood of the times, it is
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not coincidental that many of Fleming's ideas were implemented.

From a

between-the-lines reading of Burpee's admiring biography, it is quite
clear that Fleming liked to think of himself as a visionary who had a
significant role to play in the shaping of Canadian destiny. However,
many of the attitudes he represented were fairly widespread - at least
with those who were shaping government policy.

Thus, Fleming should not

be given excessive credit for their conception but should probably be
seen instead as an able technical consultant who at times combined his
technical skills with those of a publicist.

If one compares the number

of schemes he proposed to those which were adopted, it is quite clear
that the economic and politicial exigencies of a situation played a
large role in determining Fleming's effectiveness.

For example, while

Fleming was a long-time exponent of railways to link up various sections
of British North America, the Intercolonial Railway was not constructed
until the political situation demanded it, because of the desire of the
Canadas to unite with the eastern provinces.

The Pacific Cable - whose

costs Fleming estimated with remarkable accuracy - was strongly advocated
not only by him but also by the Canadian Minister of Trade and Commerce,
Mackenzie Bowell and was brought to fruition through the steady work of
Bowell and his officials as well as Fleming's publicity.

10

When the

politics of a situation demanded Fleming's absence - as appears to have
been the case of the Canadian Pacific Railway after 1880 - his advice was
done away with.
However, within these limitations, there is no denying that Fleming
was eminently skilfull in making himself known and urging his cause. His
appointment as chief surveryor and manager of construction for the
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Intercolonial Railway appears to have been helped along by the contacts
he made while representing the Red River settlement's desire for a
railway to the Canadian government and the Duke of Newcastle, in the
colonial office.

Berton points out that in order to make himself appear

a credible delegate, Fleming "paid the editor of the Nor'wester one
hundred dollars to report that he had been given the post at large and
.

.

•

•

n 12

enthusiastic meetings .
Fleming also found other outlets for his technological imperialist
nationalism, and some of these constitute minor contributions in the
larger context of Canadian life.

These include the establishment of the

Royal Canadian Institute, a scientific society, which he co-founded in
1849 as a "centre to which the treasures of experience, observation and
discovery, of this generation should naturally flow":
at which, as in a focus, the attainments of her
most gifted sons, may, by degrees, be brought to
bear on objects of universal interest, and by
whose example and influence these pursuits may
be encouraged, which extend the bounds of human
knowledge, while they promote, in a high degree,
the happiness of all who follow them.
The Institute published many documents of which Fleming's contributions
are numerous.

In other ways, he seems to have encouraged the study of

science in Canada with works and money.

For example, he gave 5000

dollars towards the establishment of a chair of physics at Queen's.

14

He also deserves note for the idea, advocacy, and achievement of
the concept of standard time.

This was motivated by his desire to

match time-telling to other modern achievements:
We still ... cling to the system of Chronometry
inherited from a remote antiquity,
notwithstanding difficulties and consequences
which are met in every part of the world.-5

45

Among other projects he advocated are to be found an all-imperial
telegraph route and an imperial "intelligence service", a kind of
imperial news agency by which newspapers throughout the Empire could
exchange and publish information in order to make known aspects of life
throughout British dominions.

In Halifax, he donated land for a public

park on which was built a monument to the Empire from public subscriptions
he collected.
Highly respected in his own day, he received many honours including
an honorary doctor of laws degree from Queens University, 1908; St. Andrew's
University, 1884; and Columbia University, 1887.

He was created a

Knight Commander of the Order of St. Michael and St. George in 1897, was
a charter member of the Royal Society of Canada and its president in
1888, and a member of many historical, scientific, and engineering
societies as well as Chancellor of Queen's University from 1880 - 1915.
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I am not

going to trouble you with details how I won in the end, but it was no
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JOHN MURRAY GIBBON (18 75-195 2)
John Murray Gibborr was the son of Sir William Duff Gibbon, a
Scotish tea planter who went to Ceylon and served on the
Legislative Council there - a service for which he received
his knighthood.

John Murray, who boasted Archbishop Cranmer

as an ancestor, was born in Undeweller, Ceylon.
Gordon's College and King's College in Aberdeen; Christ
College Oxford; and the University of Gottmgen, Germany^ were
the educational institutions which he attended.

Considering

becoming a painter, he studied art in the Westminister School,
London, and in the Colarossi Atelier in Paris.

Turning to

journalsim, he worked for and eventually edited a glossy
magazine, Black and White, as well as contributing to the
Illustrated London News.
In 1900, he married Anne Fox, daughter of an English
justice of the peace.

Canada entered Givvon's life in the

form of the Canadian Pacific Railway, when its president,
Lord Shaughnessey, asked him to be the C.P.R.'s European
publicity agent.

Gibbon must have been effective in the

post, since, in 1913, he was promoted to the post of general
publicity agent for the company and immigrated to Canada.
From that time, until his death, Gibbon's base of operation
was Montreal, the location of C.P.R. head office.

He retired
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from t h e C . P . R . i n 1 9 4 5 , b u t s t a y e d o c c u p i e d u n t i l h i s
r e v i s i n g b o o k s , he had w r i t t e n ,

p r e p a r i n g new o n e s ,

f o l l o w i n g w i t h i n t e r e s t t h e p r o c e e d i n g s of t h e
Authors'

death

and

Canadians

Association.

Gibbon w r o t e t e n books of p o e t r y - many of which a r e
lyrics;

f i v e n o v e l s ; one book of c h i l d r e n ' s

fairy

tales;

books t h a t can be c a t e g o r i z e d as l o c a l h i s t o r y and
seven s o c i a l h i s t o r i e s

song
two

description;

on t o p i e c s r a n g i n g from t h e h i s t o r y

of

t h e canoe t o t h e h i s t o r y of n u r s i n g i n Canada; and two works
3
. .
d e a l i n g w i t h t h e t h e o r y and h i s t o r y of m u s i c .

In a d d i t i o n he

d e l i v e r e d many p a p e r s a b o u t t h e c u l t u r e of "New C a n a d i a n s "
t o t h e Royal S o c i e t y of

Canada.

As p a r t of h i s i n t e r e s t

in Canadian c u l t u r e ,

Gibbon was

i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e f o u n d i n g of t h e C a n a d i a n A u t h o r s
i n 1 9 2 1 , and i n t h a t y e a r was i t s

first

president.

Association
The body

r e p r e s e n t e d an a t t e m p t t o g i v e C a n a d i a n w r i t e r s a s e n s e of
s o l i d a r i t y w h i c h would e n a b l e them t o p r e s s u r e t h e
4
government t o p a s s l e g i s l a t i o n i n t h e i r i n t e r e s t .

federal

H i g h l y e s t e e m e d by h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , Gibbon r e c e i v e d many
awards and h o n o u r s t h r o u g h o u t h i s l i f e
t h e Royal S o c i e t y of Canada

i n c l u d i n g membership i n

a G o v e r n o r G e n e r a l ' s Medal f o r n o n - f i c t i o n
P i e r c e Medal
culture,

(1949)

(1930) 5 ;

( 1 9 2 2 ) ; Q u e b e c ' s P r i x David
(1938)

; a Lome

f o r an o u t s t a n d i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n

to

Canadian

and a one t h o u s a n d d o l l a r " t r i b u t e t o a N a t i o n b u i l d e r "

a t a t e s t i m o n i a l d i n n e r g i v e n by t h e C a n a d i a n Composers,

Authors,

54

and P u b l i s h e r s '

Association

in

1946.

GIBBON AS LITERARY FIGURE
As an a u t h o r o f
Pacey

fiction

classifies

trade,"

the

his

"escape

novels

of

t o have viewed h i s

making v e n t u r e

than

write

of

career

used to

and l i v e d

memorable.

"staples

for

in

the

fiction

7

Gibbon

more as

library

not
himself
profit-

exercise:

take
about

s o I d e c i d e d t o go i n

of

Desmond

1920-40 which did

imperishable work."

as a c r e a t i v e

But a n o v e l

hardly

amonth t h e

literature"

"leave behind a legacy
appears

Gibbon i s

for

H o l l y w o o d was n o t h u n t i n g

two y e a r s
four

to

months,

non-fiction.
for

a

story

Q

in those

days.

His history of the Canadian Pacific Railway is an apologia
for the corporation and contains mauldin chapter extolling the
great virtues of E.W. Beatty, then CPR president.

Canadian

Mosaic and its sequels such as The New Canadian Loyalists, are
essentially propaganda prose of interest primarily as historical
artifacts.
When he took the time, Gibbon could be competent literary
critic.

Munro Beattie notes that in a period when the concept

of free verse was causing great splits in the Canadian literary
community, "John Murray Gibbon enthusiastically sponsored free
verse and wrote for the first issue of the Canadian Bookman, a
9
sensible and well informed article about vers libre."
However, his creativity in the literary field was as an
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animateur among writers.

Because of his organizational and

lobbying work for the Canadian Authors' Association, his
interest in the Association's publication, the Bookman, and
his attempts to help authors financially,

he should be given

credit for helping to stimulate the growth of a Canadian
literature.
However, Gibbon's contribution is this field, as in
others, was essentially that of a good advertising man.
Desmond Pacey has pointed out how the Authors' Association
advocacy of a Canadian literature was very undiscriminating
and indulge in a kind of simplistic chauvinism which ignored
questions of esthetics and put more emphasis on quantity than
quality.

Any book written or published in Canada was good,

by virtue of its Canadian origins.
GIBBON AS PUBLISTIC
Gibbon took his role as publicity agent very seriously and
put as much enthusiasm into promotion of the Canadian Pacific
as he did

into his advocacy of free verse.

He pursued a

policy to make the railway look like the company with a true
Canadian heart.

Using company resources he expounded facination

with the "variety of racial types" 12 in the country, and made his
belief known on the Canadian scene. 13 In 1927, under company
auspices, he began a series of different folk dance, song and
handicraft festivals which eventually took place in Quebec City,
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14
Winnipeg, Regma, Calgary, Banff, Victoria, and Vancouver.
Conveniently, headquarters for these shows was always the
local CP hotel.
In this context his musical work began.

For the first

festival he translated some French Canadian folk songs into
English.

Subsequently he hit upon the idea of writing new

lyrics - appropriate to the new land of Canada - to traditional
European folk tunes.

He developed a theoretical base for

this practice with which he "turned the table on all composers
or vocal music. •,15
As a musician, Gibbon was on rather weak ground.

Dr. H.M.

Kallmann has pointed out that his idea of new words to old
music, is a rather futile exercise, particularly since many of
Gibbon's translations were very stilted.

However, through the

CPR-sponsored festivals he did do a great deal to encourage
and make known folk culture in Canada. ° Gibbon further
publicized folk music in the 19 30s, in nation wide radio
programmes which he prepared for the Canadian Brodcasting
Corporation.
Some of his work apparently did have some lasting quality
for his Canadian Folk Songs Old and New was still in print in
19 71; his Melody and the Lyric is probably of some scholarly
17
interest as it was reprinted in 1964 and is still available.
Another idea of Gibbon's was the Trail Riders' Association,
founded in 1923 and still sponsored by the C.P.R. to encourage
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horseback riding on, and upkeep of, remote trails in the Rocky
Mountains.

The Stoney Indians were asked to construct and

decorate tipis for the base camp of the club; Gibbon was made
an honorary chief of the tribe. 1 8
GIBBON AND THE CANADIAN MOSAIC
Gibbon is also noteworthy for his popularization of the concept
of a Canadian mosaic to describe Canadian society:
The Canadian people today presents itself
as a decorated surface, bright with inlays
of separate coloured pieces, not painted
in colours blended with brush on palette.
The original background in which the inlays
cover more space than that background, and
so the ensemble may truly be called a
. 19
mosaic.
His was the approach of an imaginative public relations
man and imagemaker.

Gibbon can be termed a racist in the

sense that he accepted the common parlance of his day which
beleived that people can be divided into human races which have
distincitive characteristics that determine their respective
cultures.

However, unlike Stephen Leacock and others, he did

not believe that other racial groups in Canada were necessarily
inferior to those of British origin. 20 In his workwith the
CPR, with music and folk culture, and with some of his prose
works, Gibbon propounded the view that European immigrants would
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not "set back Canadian culture."

21

In fact, he argued, they

had "poetry and an artistic impulse" which could bring a
rejuvenating spirit into "the materialism and prosperityworship which permeate the civilization on this continent." 22
In many ways the mosaic image was an attempt to "sell"
the immigrant to "old" Canadians of British stock; to show
them that the "new" Canadians were cultured, hard-working,
clean and sober people: the ideal citizens for a new land.
The book, Canadian Mosaic overflows with examples of immigrants
whose lives reflect the above values:
The Czechoslovaks are industrious,
conscientious in their dealings and
thrifty.

Once such immigrant gets hold

of a little land he adheres to it with
his body and soul, and tries to develop
23
it to the best of his ability.
In showing the new Canadian as espousing essentially the
same basic values as the old Canadian, the idea of the mosaic
was a conservative one; but it was tolerant and "liberal" in
its attempt to constructively incorporate into a national
identity, groups v/hich had been coming to Canada since before
the turn of the century.

It was probably somewhat naive,

and optimistic to believe as Gibbon did, that once people of
different nationalities saw each other's cultures, they would
be sympathetic, understanding, and accepting of one another.
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This optimism led him to overlook the social and economic
problems encountered by many immigrants, and the social
barriers which existed to their real entry into Canadian
society.

Being Scottish, he came from one of the "charter
24
groups" which John Porter designates.
Thus, even though
he was an immigrant he did not experience the barriers to
social status faced by many continental Europeans.
As an image for Canada, the mosaic has had wide influence.
John Porter has suggested why when he points out that it
conveniently became a mechanism of social control 25 for the
"charter groups," while giving the "non-chartered" a sense
of belonging.
It is doubtful that at its inception the image maker had
such conscious aims.

Gibbon was not a deep thinker.

He was

probably articulating the interests of those Canadians of
"charter group" background who were trying to integrate
immigrants into Canada, the "New Canadian Movement" as
Gibbon called it.

As such he gave this movement a most

attractive image with which to counteract the destructive
racism of others such as Stephen Leacock.

Such a contribution

cannot be discounted, particularly when one takes into account
the horrific extremes to which racism was being carried by
the Mazis during the same period.

60

FOOTNOTES
1

Cf. Watson Kirkconnell, "Obituary for John Murray Gibbon,"
Proceedings and Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada,
Third Series, Volume XLVII (Ottawa, 1953), pp. 79-83.
Other sources of biographical information include
Encyclopedia Canadiana (19 70) Volume 4, p. 36 3 and
Oxford_ Companion to Canadian History and Literature, Norak
Story, editor (Oxford, 1967), pp. 313-14.

2

At a tribute dinner given for Gibbon in 1946, Sir Ernest
MacMillan noted that he was told that at Gottingen, Gibbon
"studied Sanskirt and the art of duelling with equal
enthusiasm."

Composers, Authors, and Publishers Association

of Canada, Tribute to a Nation Builder: An Appreciation of
John Murray Gibbon (Toronto, 1946), p. 13.
3

Titles are all listed in R.E. Watters, A Checklist of
Canadian Literature (Toronto, 1972), pp. 75, 295, 435,
680, 871, 919.

4

During World War I federal legislation had been passed
enabling Canadian publishers to print any book by any writer
without his permission.

One of the first tasks of the

C.A.A. was to work for withdrawal of this legislation.
"Obituary," p. 83.
5

For Melody and the Lyric: From Chaucer to the Cavaliers
(London, 19 30) a historical survey of the relationship
between words and music.
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6

For Canadian Mosaic (Toronto, 1938) a book derived from a
radio series Gibbon had prepared about nineteen "racial"
groups that settled in Canada.

7

Desmond Pacey, "Fictional: 1920-1940," Literary History of
Canada, Carl Klinck, general editor (Toronto, 1973),
pp. 659-70.

8

John Murray Gibbon to Charles Clay, January 22, 1948,
Gibbon papers, Music Division, Reference Branch, National
Library of Canada.

9

Munro Beattie, "Poetry: 1920-1935," Literary History,
pp. 724-5.

10

For example, Gibbon's obituary notes that until the Board
of Transport Commissioners vetoed the practice, he would
give free rail passes to authors to travel to meetings of
the Canadian Authors Association.

11

Desmond Pacey, "The Writer and His Public," Literary History,
pp. 478-85.

12

Gibbon, Canadian Mosaic, p. X.

13

Gibbon's first public expression of this I have found was
in 192 3 in "European Seeds in the Canadian Garden,"
Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, 3rd Series,
Volume XVII (1923) Section II, pp. 119-29.

In subsequent

years he gave several papers to the society outlining aspects
of Canadian folk culture.
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14

The Music D i v i s i o n ,

Reference Branch, National Library

has

programmes from 192 7-19 30 of some of t h e s e f e s t i v a l s .
f e s t i v a l s were e x e c u t e d in grand s t y l e ,

The

u s i n g t h e know-how

of M a r i u s Babeau a t t h e N a t i o n a l Museum and o t h e r s a t
National Gallery.

Well-known a r t i s t s

asked t o perform.

In t h e 192 8 f o l k song f e s t i v a l

Arthur Lismer designed the s t a g e

the

and m u s i c i a n s w e r e
a t Quebec,

sets.

15

S i r E. M a c M i l l a n , T r i b u t e t o a N a t i o n b u i l d e r , p .

16

C o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h Dr. H.M. K a l l m a n , C h i e f of t h e Music
Division,

R e f e r e n c e B r a n c h , N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y of

15.

Canada.

December 1 9 , 1 9 7 3 .
17

The f o r m e r book i s l i s t e d i n Canadian Books i n P r i n t ,
Bohne, e d i t o r

Harold

( T o r o n t o , 1 9 7 1 ) , The l a t t e r was r e p u b l i s h e d by

H a s k e l l House " p u b l i s h e r s of s c h o l a r l y b o o k s " i n 1964 and

18

is s t i l l

i n p r i n t as i s G i b b o n ' s T h r e e C e n t u r i e s of

Nursing,

cf.

Cf.

Books i n P r i n t ,

Volume I

(New York,

Canadian

1972),

C h a r l e s C l a y ' s a r t i c l e i n E n c y l o p e d i a C a n a d i a n a , Volume 5

(1970), p. 153.

Clay c a l l s t h e T r a i l R i d e r s

"a n o t e d

o r g a n i z e d g r o u p of h o r s e m e n and h o r s e w o m e n . "
19

Canadian Mosaic, p . v i i i .
person t o use t h i s term.
V i c t o r i a Hayward u s e d i t
Prairie

Gibbon p o i n t s o u t t h a t he i s n o t

An American w r i t e r and p h o t o g r a p h e r ,
first

church a r c h i t e c t u r e .

i n Romantic Canada t o
The s e c o n d was Kate

describe

Foster,

who c a l l e d a 1926 s u r v e y of t h e i m m i g r a n t community "Our
Canadian Mosaic."

the

But G i b b o n ' s u s a g e was p r o b a b l y t h e most
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influential because of his nation-wide radio series and his
book.
20

Cf. Stephen Leacock, quoted by John Porter, The Vertical
Mosaic (Toronto, 1965), p. 67: Learning English and living
under the British flag may make a British subject in the
legal sense, hut not in the real sense, in the light of
national history and continuity ... A little dose of them
may even by variation, do good, like a minute dose of
poison in a medicine ... I am not saying that we should
absolutely shut out the debar the European foreigner, as
we should and do shut out the Oriental.

But we should in no

way facilitate his coming.
21

Gibbon, "European Seeds in the Canadian Garden," p. 128.

22

Gibbon, "European Seeds in the Canadian Garden," p. 129.

23

Gibbon, approvingly quoting Max Steinkoff, former Czech
consul, Canadian Mosaic, p. 32.

24

Underlining mine.

Cf. Porter's discussion of Charter groups, p. 60: "In any
society which has to seek members from outside there will
be varying judgements about the extensive reservoirs of
recruits that exist in the world.

In this process of

evaluation the first ethnic group to come into previously
unpopulated territory, as the effective possessor, has the
most to say.

This group becomes the charter group of the

society, and among the many privileges and prerogatives
which it retains are decisions about what other groups are
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to be let in and what they will be permitted to do."
25. Cf. Porter, particularly "Ethnicity and Social Class,"
pp. 60-73.
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CHARLES W. GORDON (pseud. RALPH CONNOR)
I

BASIC BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 1
Charles W. Gordon was born on September 3, 1860 in the
Presbyterian Manse in Indian Lands, Glengarry Ontario,
son of Mary (Robertson) Gordon and Daniel Gordon, a
Presbyterian minister.

Charles was one of six boys born

to the couple.
He attended public schools in Glengarry and Harrington,
high school in St. Mary's Ontario, and from 1879 and 1883
was a student at the University of Toronto.

In 1906 he

became a doctor of divinity, having completed the required
courses at Knox College.

From Queen's University he

received a doctor of law degree, and was also made doctor
of divinity by the University of Glasgow in 1919.

In 1887

he did postgraduate study at New College in Edinburgh.
While still studying to be a minister he taught public
school for one year and six months, was a classical master
at Chatham High School in 188 4, and a Master at Upper Canada
College from 1886 to 1387.
In 189 9 he married Helen King, daughter of a former
moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Canada.
Presbyterian Missionary and Minister
While still a student in 1885, he spent the summer
vacation in mission work in Southern Manitoba.

After
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graduation he worked as a missionary in Banff and the Rocky
Mountains from 1890 to 189 3, being ordained as a minister
in Calgary Alberta in June 1890.

From 1893 to 1894 he took

a year's leave of absence from active work in Edinburgh
2
"to brush up on my reading".
While there he raised money
from British churches for Presbyterian missions in western
Canada.
In August 1904, Gordon became pastor of St. Stephen's
Church in Winnipeg and remained in this position until
1924.

Gordon described St Stephen's as a "new mission in
3
the western outskirts of that rapidly expanding city".

J.T. McNeill, in a history of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada noted that "another Winnipeg pastorate of note
is that of C.W. Gordon under whose ministry St. Stephen's
4
church grew to importance".
Gordon always regarded himself first and foremost as
a churchman.

As moderator of the Presbyterian General

Assembly in 1921, he presided over the vote of that body
to unite with the Methodist and Congregationalist churches
to form the United Church of Canada.
As a minister he put a great deal of emphasis on
"social service work" and was one of the prime movers in
5
involving the Presbyterian church in social issues.
Convener of that church's Board of Social Service and
Evangelism in 1914, he had been active on that committee
since 19 0 7 and had co-authored its reports to the Presbyterian
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General Assembly since 1910.

As part of his social

service work, he was chairman of the Manitoba Moral and
Social Reform Council, a subsidiary group of a national
Social Service Council which was composed of various
church organizations and more conservative labour
7
.
.
organizations.
In Manitoba, the great objective of the
Q

Council up to 1914 had been the winning of prohibition,
a goal to which Gordon was most committed.

His chairmanship

of the Manitoba Joint Council of Industry (1920-24) should
also be seen in the context of his domestic social service
work.

Established to mediate labour disputes in the wake

of the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike, the body, under Gordon
apparently "must be credited" for helping "heal the wounds
9
of a badly divided industrial community".
Ralph Connor
Under the pseudonymn Ralph Connor, a misspelled
abbreviation for Canadian North, Gordon, drawing on
personal experiences, produced more than a score of novels historical romances - all set in Canada and a large
proportion of them dealing with the opening of the Canadian
west to settlement.

His novels were most popular in the

first fifteen to twenty years of the twentieth century.
War Service - World War I
Having convinced Sam Hughes, Minister of Militia to
dispatch the 79th Cameron Highlanders as a unit to war,
Gordon, already in his 50's felt it was his"duty" to
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accompany these men as their spiritual mentor, "since some
350 of them were adherents of St. Stephen's church".
In May 1915 he went to war as chaplain of the 79th
battalion, under the captain of the 4 3rd Cameron
Highlanders.

In 1915 he served as senior chaplain to the

Canadian armed forces in England with the rank of major.
The following year he was senior chaplain in France to the
ninth Brigade of the British Empire Forces.
On his return to Winnipeg in the summer of 1917,
Gordon says he was shocked at the lack of comprehension
and indifference of the Canadian public to the progress
of the war.

Having made some successful speeches in

Canada, he was asked to be part of a British mission to
urge the Americans to enter the war.

1917 and 1918 were

spent in Canada and the United States on lecture tours
in connection with the Mission.

In Canada, he campaigned

on behalf of Union government and conscription.
Post War and International Involvements
The war, having convinced him of a need for an
international body to insure world peace, Gordon became
a devotee of the League of Nations.

In September 1932, he

preached the opening sermon of that year's meeting of the
body.

In 19 32 he accompanied the governing body of the

International Labour Office to Madrid Spain as guest of
the Spanish government.
His last years were spent deploring the "deadly silence
of the Christian churches of the world in regard to the
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12
moral implication of international happenings".

He talked

of organizing a League of Christian churches to be a
department of Goodwill in the League of Nations to infuse
that body with "moral passion".

He died in Winnipeg in

October 19 37.
Other Honours
Gordon was made a fellow of the Royal Society of
Canada in 1904. He was president of the Canadian Club in
1910 13 and was granted an honourary doctor of Laws by the
University of Manitoba in 1937.
II

RALPH CONNOR:

GORDON AS NOVELIST

It would be very difficult to find a serious literary critic
in Canada today who looks at the works of Ralph Connor as
literature which has those qualities of lasting permanence
attributed to great works of art.

Even in Gordon's own

day, T.G. Marquis noted that although Connor is "in every
way a Canadian writer'', the "serious weakness" in his work
14
is to "preach" an oversimplified vision of life.
Such an evaluation has been echoed with minor variations
in recent times.

Pacey notes :

What he has to offer us as a system of
values is a muscular Christianity which
has no theological or ethical subtlety,
a hearty, masculine, back-thumping dogoodism which rests on no philosophical
foundations... (There is a) shallowness
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in his portrayal of character and the
same lack of subtlety in his handling
15
of the plot.
Sylvestre, Brandon and Klinck felt that "Connor's
oversimplified ethic and his spendthrift use of richly
potential settings in the service of second-rate plots
and character deny him a place among Canada's most
creative writers."
ID

R. Daniells,

S.R.

Rupert Schieder, Gordon Roper,
no
20
Beharriel,
and Frank Watt
have

similarly commented on the failure of various aspects
21
of Connor's "moral history"

as truly creative literature.

Of the many novels and half-dozen religious, biographical,
and autobiographical works, his best writing is generally
considered to be contained in Black Rock (189 8), The Man
From Glengarry (1901), The Foreigner (1909), and his
22
autobiography, Postscript to Adventure (1938). " Praise
also comes from Marquis, Pacey and Beharriel for Connor's
23
"power in strong isolated passages".
Connor's mark may be low on the measuring rod of
esthetics, but no one can ignore his significance in
Canadian literary history.

For example, Northrop

Frye feels

somewhat sadly, that Connor's works and pulpit prose and
poetry like them were probably the most significant factor
in the development of Canadian literature:
Religion has been a major - perhaps the
major - cultural force in Canada, at
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least down to the last generation or
two ... as the popularity of Ralph
Connor reminds us.

But the effective

religious factors in Canada were
doctrinal and evangelical, those that
stressed the arguments of religion at
24
the expense of the imagery.
What Connor lacked in excellence, he made up in
popularity.

Based largely on an optimistic interpretation

of his experiences, his novels sold millions of copies in
75
Canada and abroad "from Calcutta to Mew York"
and were
read by everyone from statesmen to schoolchildren.

For

the first twenty years of the twentieth century, he was
without a doubt the most widely read Canadian writer; the
combined sales of his first three books were well over
five million within a few years."

George Doran, his

publisher, is said to have "built his house on a foundation
of Connor novels"."
By the mid-1920's sales had declined, but his books
were still purchased as gifts for children - a not insignificant distinction, since an adult often buys books for
a child because they will be "good" for him.

McDowell

notes that Glengarry School Days has now been appropriated
28
as children's literature.
In 19 5 3 Connor's work was
required supplementary reading in United States high
schools.

According to one estimate Connor's books reached
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one in every sixty English-speaking Canadians at the peak
29
of his popularity.
Given this tremendous popularity, particularly in the
early part of this century, Connor's works are now
becoming the interest not of the esthete but of the
historian.

They are significant artifacts in the study of
30
the development of Canadian nationalism.
However, as
such, they are to be complemented by a study of the

writings and works of C.W. Gordon.
Ill

GORDON AMD CANADIAN NATIONALISM
Gordon is said to have commented: "I may not be able
31
to write, but by George I can preach."

In their article

in the Queen's Quarterly, the Thompsons have shown how
Ralph Connor preached a myth of Canadian nationalism that
asserted a Canadian identity which drew on the best of
American and British traditions and rejected what Connor
considered their negative aspects.
However, if one takes Gordon at his word and looks
at his life, it can be seen that his first interest was
his role as a Presbyterian minister.

To this Ralph Connor

was a useful corrollary, used to spread Gordon's good
tidings throughout the land.

Through his career as a

minister, Gordon disseminated many ideas about Canada
which reflected the optimism of a large part of Canadian
thinking in the early years of the century which Sir
Wilfrid Laurier had promised would belong to Canada.

They

articulated the response among Canadians in western Canada
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and Ontario to the social and economic changes these parts
of the country were undergoing.
Between 1900 and 19 20 these regions were undergoing
profound disruptions caused by the influx of large numbers
of immigrants, by settlement, and urbanization.

After a

period of expectation during the 1870's 1880's, and early
1890's, the west was finally being developed into an
agricultural economy based on wheat.

The industries of

the St. Lawrence Lowlands were busily producing manufactured goods to serve the western market, aided by a
protective tariff and trans-continental railways.

Develop-

ment of east-west trade routes reinforced the belief that
a new nation was materializing: the promise of the National
3°
Policy was finally becoming a reality.
In this context the ideas Gordon represented were a
reassuring log to be grasped in a sea of rapid change.
They did not fundamentally challenge the roots of the
existing order: they were framed within the traditional
context of Christian principles and institutions, and did
. .
33
not question the country's basic political structure.
However, they did take into account the new phenomena
decribed above, and better still, found a means of incorporating them into a time-honoured system of thoucrht.
What were some of Gordon's ideas about Canada?

First

and foremost he saw the country as a vital, growing land,
34
full of potential and hope. " While Canada did have strong
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ties to her British antecendents, she was on a "trend of
evolution" to autonomy.

Fer first duty was to grow

strong and free:
To develop on this side of the Atlantic,
and between the Atlantic and the Pacific
a strong nation.

That is Canada's

primary duty and that is the best contribution Canada can make to the final
stability and permanence of the Empire.

35

Vital to the development of any good Canadian nation
were two components: the state, with its power to protects
its citizens; and the church, with its mission to show the
truth of God on earth.

Together they must bring about
37
"righteousness and brotherhood"
and therefore the coming

of the Kingdom of God.

This meant that Gordon and other

church members were "challenged" to respond actively to
the "economic, industrial, and social conditions upon
38
which the fabric of our state is erected."
The church
was intimately tied into the destiny of Canada.

Gordon's

conviction about this comes out clearly in and account of
the history of the Presbyterian church in Canada, where he
discusses the 1870 union of the various branches of the
church :
A new note was struck in her supreme court,
the note of national responsibility became
a constituent element in the life of the
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Canadian people and a force in the
39
shaping of Canadian destiny.
Underlying the discussion of a shared destiny between
church and state was the assumption of total unity: truth,
after all, is ONE and IMMUTABLE.

Therefore, all disparate

elements in the country would have to be integrated to
become "more rapidly and more completely a homogeneous
40
element in the Canadian nation."
In this light, Gordon's strong advocacy of the
creation of the United Church of Canada can be seen as
putting one's own house in order first - those who were
handling the destiny had to organize themselves for the
work ahead:
By union with the Methodist and
Congregationalist churches (we) may
establish a greater church which will
embody in itself all that has made
the history of Presbyterianism in
Canada radiant with the glory of
4

heroic courage and radiant faith.

1

Nationality in the Canadian nation became an equation
defined essentially in terms of British Protestant
Christian evangelical theology: all the unsaved must be
saved EQUALS; all non-Canadians must be made Canadians.
There was no incongruity in organizing the Women's home
Missionary Society "to carry on the work in hospitals, and
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among the lumbermen and non-Anglo-Saxons throughout
42
Canada."
The sick, the sinful, and the non-Anglo-Saxons
had one thing in common: they had deficiencies which had
to be overcome in order for them to be TRUE Canadians.
Such a broad definition of non-Canadianism required
the churches to work on many fronts, and in the first
fifteen years of the twentieth century particularly,
Gordon urged his Presbyterian church on.

Through the

Board of Social Service and Evangelism, the Social Service
Committee, and later the Manitoba Council of Industry, the
definition of Canadianism was to be implemented: A true
Canadian was healthy in soul and body.

Such health was

broadly defined and covered a wide range of interests.
make people healthy citizens involved the fight against
prostitution, racing, gambling, alcoholic beverages (re43
sponsible for 80 to 90% of criminals),
the advocacy of
better housing conditions, better health standards,
"healthy recreation," playgrounds for children, public
swimming pools, and the establichment of "homes of
settlement":
Only by exceptional methods in which
are combine Social Service and
Evangelism such as are used in evangelical, religious, social settlements
in which in the spirit and name of
Christ His followers can seek to understand and meet the needs of these

To
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people, whether physical, mental,
social, moral, or religious, can the
Church win the hearts of the people
and reclaim the slum and its dwel. .
. 44
lers for Christ and good citizenship.
Good Canadians spoke English and thus the Board of Social
Service and Evangelism superintended the tone and content
of courses of instruction:
This course of English is really a
course of training also in citizenship.
Every minister or missionary where nonanglo-Saxons are found ... Should estab45

i• i

lish classes.
Good Canadians adhered to the Christian virutes of cleanliness and hard work.

The 1914 General Assembly was

informed by Dr. Gordon that at Evangel Hall, a refuge for
drunks in Toronto "the men have been restored to sobriety
46
and cleanliness and best of all to godliness."

Girls

in redemptive homes were taught how to lead clean, orderly
lives and were given respectable work to do.

Good

Canadians realized that, unlike Europe where the Sabbath
was "merely a day or pleasure," the Canadian Sabbath was
47
a day devoted to rest and the worship of God."
Immigrants, large corporations, and owners of baseball
clubs had to be educated about the sacredness of the
Sabbath day.

An annual Patriotic Sunday was instituted to
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inform people about the virtues of Christian citizenship.
A basic component of good citizenship was adherence to the
rights of individuals - the golden rule of doing unto your
brother what you would have him do unto you:
All exploitation is based upon a
selfish individualism which does not
take into account the rights of
others.

48

Such selfishness, Gordon believed, was often the fault of
ignorance.

People had only to be shown and explained the

truth and all would be well.

It is easy to understand

Gordon's support of a public school system: Education was
the tool of national salvation.

Apparently, it never

occurred to him that others might see the truth differently.
The nationalism which he represented was essentially
paternalistic and intolerant.

In its attempt to create

all Canadians in one mould, it overlooked the fact that it
was defining what the rights and duties of others should
be without consulting them.

Moreover, coinciding with

economic expansion in Ontario and the west before the outbreak of World War I it reflected the optimism of those
regions while ignoring the real needs and aspirations of
Quebec and the Maritimes.

It is probably no coincidence

that the popularity of Gordon's optimism waned with the
coming of difficult times in the 1920's,
the West.

particularly in
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Perhaps such optimism, intolerance and paternalism,
were invitable, even necessary, if the social structure
was to cope constructively with the rapidity of growth.
Considering the kinds of nationalism the century was to
witness a few years later in Europe, Gordon's was a humane
creed.

Moreover, if one accept John Porter's analysis

that Canadian society is structured vertically, and
assumes that it also was in Gordon's time, with the people
who Gordon represented at the top, then one can arque that
he and his fellows were doing the unredeemed a great
service in showing them the road to redemption.

By estab-

lishing the beginnings of a system of social services, by
fighting for the public school system, and more importantly i by believing that all were potentially redeemable,
they gave non-Canadians and their children the tools with
which to become respectable Canadian citizens, and thereby
the means to climb up the vertical structure of society.
Later nationalists have rejected Gordon's Christian
framework and his indefatiguable optimism.

Nevertheless,

many of the basic assumptions about what constitutes good
citizenship and how it should be achieved have been
secularized and are still part of our national life.

It

is true that Gordon's nationalist's thinking was not
unique in his generation.

However, he was one of its most

articulate and active missionaries and spokesmen, and for
that he deserves note.
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ARCHIBALD LAMPMAN (1861-1899)
BIOGRAPHICAL OUTLINE

Archibald Lampman was born on November 17, 1861 in Morpeth,
Ontario, near Lake Erie, where his father was an Anglican
minister.

Both his mother's and his father's families had been

United Empire Loyalists who had come to British North America
from the Thirteen Colonies after the American Revolution.

The

fact that Lampman's ancestry incorporated French, Dutch, German,
Swiss, English and Scottish nationalities was a source of interest
to his contemporaries who liked to use his racial origins as a
basis of analysis of his personality.
Lampman's father changed congregations frequently and the
poet's early years were spent in Morpeth (1861-66); Perrytown,
Durham county (1866); Gore's landing on Rice Lake (1867); and
Cobourg (1847-79).

2
Connor and Scott, his two biographers, and

other commentators, tend to delineate his childhood as happy and
cultured.

His father had a relatively extensive library, and

used to write moralistic poetry in the classical style of the
age of Pope.

His mother was interested in her children's

education and taught them to play the piano and encouraged them
in their studies.

3

wherever they lived, the family appeared to

associate with those interested in culture and literature.
While in Gore's Landing, for example, they were close friends
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with Catharine Parr Traill, and Lampman is said to have known
that woman, as well as her sister, Susannah Moody.
Described as equalling that of the "best English schools,"

4

Lampman's education is also considered to have been culturally
enriching.

Until he was thirteen, he attended a boys' school

operated in Gore's Landing by a reputable former principal of
Upper Canada college, F.W. Barron.

After the move to Cobourg,

the scene of his studies was Cobourg Collegiate Institute, also
thought to have offered him a high standard of education because
of its affiliation with Victoria University.

After three years

of being "a brilliant student" at Trinity College School in
Port Hope, Lampman entered Trinity College, Toronto in 1879 on
a scholarship.
An influential, if unfortunate event in Lampman's early
life was a bout with rheumatic fever in 1868 which left him with
a weak heart and the loss of a few bones in one of his ankles.
For the rest of his life he was ill frequently, suffering
particularly in the winters from severe colds and infections.
This tendency to illness appears to have led him to a preoccupation with his physical health which manifested itself on
the one hand in a zeal for rigourous exercise, and on the other,
periods of despondency, many of which seem to have been at the
height of the winter months, when he was not feeling well.
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Lampman's sojourn at Trinity College between 1879 and 1882
were significant years for his poetic career.

While there he

became a loyal member of the Trinity College Literary Institute
and a frequent contributor of prose and verse to the university
magazine "Rouge et Noir".

His desire to be a poet began to

crystallize in Toronto where in the friendship of J.E. Collins,
a journalist and Charles G.D. Roberts, whose "Orion" had inspired
him, Lampman found the camaraderie of men he considered kindred
poetic spirits.

Relationships with people with whom he felt

a "spiritual affinity" continued to be important to Lampman
throughout his life.
After graduation, Lampman tought school for four months in
Orangeville.

The experience was an unhappy one; he wrote letters

to a friend in Toronto complaining of the absence of "civilized"
men in the town, and found it frustrating trying to teach
languages to "rustic lips".
In December 1882, a way out appeared when, thanks to a good
word put in for him by Archibald Campbell, son of the Postmaster
General, Lampman was offered a position as a clerk with the Post
Office department in Ottawa.
From January 1883, when he began work with the Post Office,
Lampman spent the rest of his life in Ottawa.

In 1887 he married

Maud Playter, the daughter of a doctor and editor of "Man", an
Ottawa journal which in 1885 had published one of his allegorical
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fairy tales.

Life in the Post Office was "easy, monotonous work,
g
the same thing over from January to December," and although he
frequently complained about the monotony and low pay
(particularly after 1895), he never made any really aggressive
moves to change.

An intellectually undemanding job left him

time to write poetry and cultivate friendships with other literary
men of the time.

These included E.W. Thomson a writer of prose

who had worked for the Globe and in 1891 gone to Boston, to edit
Youth's Companion; Tait Mackenzie, physician, physical educationist and sculptor whom Lampman met in Ottawa in 1895; and a group
of civil servants in Ottawa who shared an interest in cultural
matters, as well as social and religious problems.

In the company

of such men as Wilfid Campbell; James Macoun, a naturalist;
Archibald Campbell; and Duncan Campbell Scott. Lampman belonged
to a Progressive Club and the Ottawa Literary and Scientific
Society, where he developed a belief in socialism, concern about
the social evils of excessive capitalism, and conviction that
9
"wider tastes, more robust activities and freer manners" among
women was desirable.

In 1896 Lampman was elected a member of the

Royal Society of Canada.
For Lampman the writing of poetry was his profession.

In

1888, with money from a legacy received by his wife, he published
his first book of verse, Among the Millet.

Prior to that time

he had had his work printed in various American and Canadian
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magazines, including Charles C D . Roberts' The Week.

After

several abortive attempts to publish a second volume, he found a
publisher with the help of E.W. Thomson for Lyrics of Earth,
which appeared in 1896.

The latter aroused considerably less

critical interest than his first book, which had received glowing
reviews.

Lampman also wrote literary criticism (these appear to

have been talks he prepared), several allegorical fairy tales;
and between February 3, 1892 and February 27, 1893 collaborated
with Wilfrid Campbell and Duncan Campbell Scott here on a weekly
column in the Saturday Globe of Toronto called "At the Mermaid
Inn" in commemoration of the seventeenth-century London gathering
place for the great men of letters of the English Rennaissance.
The column, to which Lampman contributed the most material, was
written in a chatty style on a variety of topics ranging from
books, Canadian culture, nature description to social commentary.
In 1895 Lampman began to talk about retiring from the civil
service in four years, and then "get myself superannuated and
give myself up to poetry"

.

However, his plans were not to come

to fruition, for in the winter of 1897 he "began to notice that
any vigorous exertion caused me pain".

Unbeknownst to him, he

had been "cultivating a serious organic heart trouble"

caused

by the childhood bout with rheumatic fever, and aggravated by
Lampman's zeal for rigourous exercise.

In 1898 he took several

lengthy absences from work, in order to rest, using one of these
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periods to visit friends in Boston, Quebec, and the Maritimes.
He returned to work at the Post Office for a few months before
he caught the acute pneumonia of which he died on February 10,
1899.
During his years at the Post Office, Lampman rose to clerk,
second class, a position which at his highest earning power
earned him $1150 a year.

12

After his death, in order to

ameliorate the financial position of his widow, a memorial
edition of his poetry was published, financed largely by George
Iles, a writer of scientific works whom Lampman had met through
E.W. Thomson, and edited by Duncan Campbell Scott.

In 1943 an

edition of hitherto unpublished Lampman poetry was edited by
E.K. Brown and Duncan Campbell Scott.

A "definitive" edition

of Lampman's poetry is now in preparation under the editorship
of Bruce Nesbitt.

LAMPMAN AND THE CRITICS

Prior to 1888 individual works of Lampman had been published
quite extensively in American and Canadian magazines, but the
appearance of "Among the Millet"in that year established a firm
reputation for Lampman as a poet of some ability.

William Dean

Howells, the influential American critic who was confidante and
friend of both Samuel Clemens and Henry James, predicted a
lasting place in literary history for the poet when reviewing
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his book in Harpers'

13

.

An English critic in the London

Spectator ranked him on the same level as Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

14

On the Canadian English language literary front,

abustle with debate and discussion over whether or not a Canadian
literature existed, Lampman's poetry was warmly welcomed as a
weapon "of general artistic excellence and careful technique"
in the fight against those "people who are always asserting
that we have no literature and no poets to speak of".

Since

that time many literary critiques have been added to these
comments; a short review of them would be useful in coming to
some idea of Lampman as a Canadian poet.
The standard comment often heard about Lampman is that he is
a "nature poet", and indeed, the fact that in a good portion of
his work he used his experiences of the rural countryside around
Ottawa as poetic matter has led to attempts a.; analysis of this
technique.

Among many writers from his own time to these of the

present, there seems to be a general concensus that the "nature"
poems constitute Lampman's best, and only lasting work.
Remarkably consistent too has been an affirmation of the strength
of these poems as lying in their descriptive power.

Some

writers illustrate the latter by pointing to the many wellexecuted visual and aural images in the verse.

17

Beattie and

Daniels have found the source of this success in Lampman's
strong personal sensations when confronted with the natural scene,
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sensations emanating from his seeking out of the natural world as
a source of solace and "recreation" in contrast to the many
18
disappointments of his personal life in Ottawa.

At their best,

it is said, these sensations were translated through meticulous
craftsmanship into aesthetically perfect products.

Many of those

who think of Lampman as a "nature poet" have de-emphasized the
role of ideas in Lampman's attitude to nature, and note that he
19
is not an interpretative poet.
On the other hand, George Unwin, and more recently, Barry
Davies have chosen to look at the reflective aspects of the
nature poetry with Unwin preparing little charts documenting
such poems as "Winter Uplands" as "external nature, descriptive"
20
and "In Beechwood Cemetery" as "External Nature, Reflective"
Going considerably further, Davies has attempted to prove that
at the base of Lampman's use of nature was a cohorent
philosophical and moral approach, founded in his rejection of
Christianity as a worn-out, convention-ridden religion; and on
a substitution of the eclectic Emersonian transcendental vision
21
of the universe for Christianity.
Note has also been made of an "absence of humanity" in
Lampman1s poetry; for example, it is said there is relatively
little exploration of human relationships; love poetry is not
in abundance, and little attention is paid to man in society.
To some writers this was not aesthetic problem.

Lilly Barry in
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fact praised Lampman for not being one of those "fools" who
indulge in the "madness of attempting to re-make the world".

22

More recently, Munro Beattie has totally disassociated Lampman
the socialist from Lampman the poet, and feels that the latter's
poetry succeeds because he did not attempt to incorporate the
ideas of the former.

To others, however, such a lack has been

the basis for a critical attack.

Most illustrative is Leo

Kennedy's 1933 essay which appeared in the Canadian Forum, decrying
Lampman's lack of involvement with man's activities in society.

23

Answers to accusations such as Kennedy's have come from
critics, who themselves have been sensitized to Kennedy's
preoccupations in an age of realistic poetry, epitomized
initially in T.S. Eliot's poetic analyses of industrialized,
urbanized society.

Care has been taken to point out that

Lampman did write poetry which demonstrated a response to an
age of mechanized, urbanized life, a concern with excessive
wealth and poverty in such a society, and a fear about the dehumanizing impact of such phenomena.

In this context allusion

is made to Lampman's socialist beliefs and his involvement in
the Progressive Club.

Writing in 1957, Louis Dudek gave serious

consideration to poems such as "To A Millionaire," "The Modern
Politician", and "To an Ultra-Protestant," but felt that
aesthetically Lampman's attempt to deal with social and political
issues failed because of his inability to resolve an inner
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tension between his tendency to idealize reality and to deal with
,. .
2à
it in realistic terms.

This inner tension was denied by

25
Frank Watt, and more recently by Barry Davies,
who both stress
Lampman's interest in nature and in the social and political
world as two sides of the same poetic coin - a coin, that
translates reality into symbols which describe and project Lampman's basic belief that through a return to nature man can overcome the negative aspects of life he has acquired in the march
of civilization.

By indepth analysis of much of Lampman's

poetry, Davies has stressed the essential unity of Lampman's
artistic vision, depicting him as an aesthetically successful
social critic, as well as a skillful and sensitive word painter
of natural phenomena.
A corollary to the many facets of the discussion revolving
around Lampman as poet of nature, has been the search for
sources of his art in the intellectual milieu in which he lived.
Due to Lampman's own frequent testimony, the obvious links in
subject matter, and the colonial link between Canada and Great
Britain, much has been made of his use of English Romantic and
Victorian poets as inspiration.

Keats and Arnold stand out

among these as the most significant.

Among other things, Keats

is cited as a source of subject matter, an influence in Lampman's
turning to classical modes of expression (particularly with
respect to his preoccupation with a Platonic idea of Beauty),
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and as a model for the sensuousness of Lampman's language and
feelings in his verse.

Muddiman tried to limit the extent of

the Keatsian influence by noting that while Lampman's language
may derive from the English poet, his feelings are far more restrained, while Daniels feels that Keats' life of feeling was an
9S

all-encompassing model.

In addition to providing some

commentary on the dehumanizing aspects of the scientific method,
Arnold is said to be the source of Lampman's interest in Greek
literature as providing a refreshing moral escape from the
dulling impact of the Hebraic tradition on western culture.

27

Other intellectual sources mentioned by various writers include
Emerson, Poe, Tennyson, and the Pre-Raphaelltes, particularly
Rosetti.
Biographical details have also been of considerable interest.
What was the nature of the "hyponchondria" or melancholy which
Lampman referred to in his letters and which appear to have had
an influence on his poetic output?

Was his life in Ottawa - a

cultural backwater according to E.K. Brown - a partial cause
of it?

Could Lampman have written better poetry if he had left

Ottawa and moved to a more stimulating environment from a
literary point of view?

Had Lampman lived longer would he have

developed a more mature poetry which incorporated more concern
with the human in a direct fashion?
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Answers to these queries may be classified as those of the
"ancients" and the "moderns".

Some of those closer to Lampman

in time or vision have upheld the dullness of life in Ottawa for
Lampman; his melancholy was in good measure a sense of isolation,
which, Collin and Brown argue, impeded him from far superior
work, of which he was capable, but which he never achieved.
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Brown also argues that had Lampman lived longer some of this
obstacle might have been overcome.

Ralph Gustafson, himself a

poet, felt that the fault lay in the artist himself in
frustration he experienced from inability to meet the goals which
he set for himself.

29

"Moderns" such as Pacey and Beattie hold

a similar view, but with some additional comments.

Both the

latter point out that Ottawa with its beautiful natural
surroundings and lively, if small, group of men interested in
culture was an ideal place for someone of Lampman's temperament
and interests to reside; Beattie notes that Lampman did have a
chance to go to Boston as reader for the Youth's Companion and
to the Cornell University Library, but rejected them, probably
recognizing that his undemanding job in Ottawa, which was unrelated to his literary interests was the only way for him to be
a creative personality while still having to earn a living.
Pacey explains the "hypochondria" as the response of a
particular kind of personality to such disappointments and
difficulties in life as the childhood rheumatic fever and the
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ensuing poor health, and the financial problems Lampman faced
30
because of his low pay/

Recently, Bruce Nesbitt has said

that there appears to have been a heightening of the sense of
depression and a flourishing of despondent bitter poetry after
1893, when Lampman was apparently frustrated in his attempt to
carry beyond the Platonic stage an affair with Katherine Waddell,
31
a young clerk in the post office.

32
Pacey as well as S. Djwa

have also attributed Lampman1s melancholy to a generalized sense
of uncertainty experienced by many Victorians who were concerned
by the changes in thought taking place about them.

Barry Davies

has carried this argument one step further by noting that Lampman was a self-imposed exile, which given the anti-poetic spirit
of the society in which he lived was the only way to survive
33
creatively.
Lastly, Lampman's "Canadianism" is remarked upon frequently.
As has already been mentioned, Lampman's poetry and the international recognition it received was a source of pride to
Canadian literary people.

His poetry is seen as significant

since it constitutes one of the best examples of which might be
termed a Canadian rennaissance; Lampman is grouped with the
"Confederation" or "Sixties" poets who are generally acknowledged
to have written the first English language poetry of high quality
in the country's history.
Some attempt has been made to analyse the nature of
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Lampman's "Canadianism" but most such suggestions are not very
profound.

One reason for this may be the oft-remarked absence of

many myths of Canadian identity, which could serve as a basis for
34
analysis.

The one myth which does appear to exist

-

that of

the land - has been invoked frequently in discussions of Lampman.
Lampman's interest in nature is hailed as uniquely Canadian
35
because it is ' the outward Canadian scene"
with which he
deals :
No one has written more happily of our seasons
and landscapes of the long, white silent winter;
of the warm, melodious awakening spring, of the
hot, parched, Canadian mid-summer days with
their dust and drought, and of the reddening
and yellowing leaves of autumn, that most
sorrowful, though beautiful, of all seasons
in Canada...36
Adding to this idea, Beattie has suggested that Lampman's
depiction of nature reflects a "typically" Canadian attitude of
a desire to use nature for recreation and rest rather than as a
permanent place of residence.
analysis comes from Watt

38

37

Probably, the most complex

and Davies, who, in their own ways,

see Lampman as typifying an archetypal Canadian sensibility,
whose lot is to feel, observe, and comment on the contradictions
of Canadian life:
the conflicts within the Canadian sensibility
and the intense need for resolution are
often the "landscape"of Lampman's poetry and
for this reason he compels our attention ...
he is a type of Canadian writer and his
special problems in Canada.39
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Lampman's biographer, C.Y. Connor, has seen Lampman's
Canadian character manifested in his general interest in Canadian
culture as evidenced most clearly in some of the columns of "At
the Mermaid Inn".

He notes that Lampman was friendly with an

Ottawa painter, Charles Moss, and took a keen interest in other
painters, such as Homer Watson who were protraying the Canadian
countryside.
• A

4

0

It is difficult to carry the argument of Lampman as a
nationalist too far, as he was quite willing to be critical of
things Canadian when they did not please him.

There is an oft-

quoted remark from hi8 paper on Roberts, where he criticized
excessive patriotism and called for thoughtfulness in moulding
"our country's destiny".

However, his basically optimistic

belief in the evolution of society left him with little doubt
that a truly Canadian identity would one day emerge and felt
quite certain that it would be a unique and satisfactory one.

42

Given this confidence, he did not apparently see any need to
climb on the nationalist bandwagon, and when he deals with the
role of the poet in society, it is rather in a more generalized
western "civilized" society, than in a uniquely Canadian one.
In concluding a review of writings about Lampman, special
mention should be made of Duncan Campbell Scott.

43

His most

diligent publicist, first biographer (in brief form), and
editor, Scott has probably had considerable impact on attitudes
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to the poet.

In the first place, Scott has consistently stressed

Lampman's Canadian quality, noting the careful attention paid in
Lampman's verse to Canadian flora and fauna.

It was Scott who

first printed an oft-quoted passage by Lampman in which
Charles G.D. Roberts' Orion is cited as the causative spark which
lit the poetic fire which was later fanned by the example of the
English romantics.

Scott was also a strong proponent of Lampman

as first and foremost a nature poet, and drew a distinct
dichotomy - continued by Munro Beattie - between Lampman the
socialist and Lampman the poet.
Scott's view

Finally, in recent times,

of Lampman's personality is enjoying some revival

among writers such as Beattie and Pacey who both de-emphasize
the morbidity of Lampman's despondency, and urge that his life
in Ottawa was relatively enjoyable and, creatively-speaking,
relatively fruitful.

Writers such as Roy Daniels appear to accept

Scott's testimony of Lampman as a kind, gentle soul with a sense
of humour and a likeable personality.

SOME ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Given that such a vast array of work has been published about
Lampman and that the purpose of this paper is to provide basis
for a revised plaque, rather than offer new insights into the
poetry, little additional information need be given.

However,

there are a few points which might be mentioned as a complement
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to the above discussion.
While there is no doubt that artistically and intellectually
Lampman owes a great deal to nineteenth century English literature,
some mention might be made of the American influence on his work
as well.

Barry Davies does convincingly portray Lampman's debt

to Emerson.

However, there were contemporaries of Lampman's on

the American literary scene with whom he had contact, and from
whom he may also have derived some inspiration.

Such contact is

difficult to document, since Lampman's notebooks are of little
help from this point of view, his essays in manuscript deal with
English poetry and poets, and his preserved letters are relatively
few in number.

One could argue that the evidence that does exist,

including accounts of his Canadian contemporaries, such as
Duncan Campbell Scott, argues overwhelmingly against much
American influence, because of absence of its mention.

However,

since the documentary evidence is relatively fragmentary and poets
such as Scott would have felt more of a cultural pull to England,
the Mother Country than to the United States, and thus discussed
literature in terms of English achievements, it seems plausible
that the American cultural scene may have had more of a formative
influence on Lampman than is generally acknowledged.
Connor does point out that Lampman read widely in American
newspapers and literary magazines, and it is well known that such
periodicals as Scribners and Harpers were the sources of his
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livelihood as a writer.

But the contact was important, for it

would appear that Lampman derived great satisfaction from receiving the approval of the illuminati of the American cultural scene.
In the letters that survive, Lampman rarely, if at all mentions
what specific critics have said of his work; but he did note with
apparent pleasant surprise that W.D. Howells favourably reviewed
Among the Millet:
My book has done very well as far as notices
and reviews are concerned, better than I
expected, and the approbation of Mr. Howell»
was a tremendous surprise to me. I can see
however that the descriptive realism of
some ... of the book would be just the sort
of thing to please him.45
In 1889 Lampman began corresponding with a protege of Howells,
Hamlin Garland, a novelist of some fame who had written realistic,
reform-minded accounts of farm life in the mid-Western United
States.

Letters were exchanged for ten years, and 1897 Garland

visited

Lampman in Ottawa.

correspondence

47

46

The interesting point about this

taking place is the fact that Garland and

Howells were both reformers, interested in social issues.

Garland

was an exponent of Darwinian evolution, a proponent of women's
rights, and a single tax, an author of some literary criticism,
and has been considered to be a forerunner of the muckraking
novelists of the early twentieth century.

48

Howells had a

similar reforming zeal; he was a socialist and his novels sought
to expose the evils of the capitalist, laissez-faire society, to
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denounce corruption in business and politics, and to denounce
the dehumanizing effects of such a society on people.

49

While

there does not appear to have been any direct contact between
Lampman and Howells, it is possible that Lampman would have read
some of his works.

At the time when "At the Mermaid Inn" began

publication, the Globe was serializing one of Howells' novels.
Connor, Lampman's biographer emphasizes Fabian socialism and
Matthew Arnold as sources of the poet's interest in social issues,
but it is highly possible that he derived as much inspiration
from interest in such matters on the American cultural scene.
If this is so, another aspect of Lampman's Canadian quality
is shown, insofar as he represented what might be termed a
typically Canadian position of being culturally suspended between
the English and American traditions, and seeking the approbation
of both.

Illustrative of this stance too is T.G. Marquis'

evaluation of Lampman in terms of the American reaction to his
poetry:
On account of the beauties that Howells found
in Lampman ' s work, many writers have given
,-.
that poet first place in Canadian literature.
A few additional comments might also be made about Lampman
as a personality sharing in many of the preoccupations and
assumptions about life of the Victorian era, particularly vis-àvis certain humain emotions and passions.

This attitude

manifested itself in his discussion of realism, where it quickly
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becomes evident that he was concerned, not with just an aesthetic
mode of expression, but a general view of the future of society.
Lampman had expressed a dislike for a certain kind of "descriptive
realism" in art in his essay on the Pre-Raphaelite poets,
condemning them for not showing that "life for all ... its woes
and perplexities, might be a cheery thing".
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In the same essay,

he complained that a sense of beauty which transfigured life for
all sensitive souls as "being conspicuously absent from the dreary
and monotonous realism of almost all our present literature".

53

Similarly he criticized Walt whitman for his "raw, aggressive
force .
At the heart of such criticism was a moral fear for society.
As Davies has acknowledged,

but possibly not sufficiently

emphasized, Lampman was, despite certain negative views he held
about his society, an optimist who believed in progressive social
evolution toward "order, beauty, and divine peace"

.

Thus,

while decrying social evils he did not see the need for a bloody
revolution to correct them.
and such primitive

The world had developed since 1794

behaviour was not necessary:

But there will be no Spetember massacres in
connection with Socialism, the change will
work itself out gradually and intelligently
from possibility to possibility. The world
has grown cooler since 1794 and human nature
is better understood.57
However, realism could show that human behaviour can be ugly and
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passionate in a disturbing way, and thus was a threat far more
prominent than revolution.

It could disrupt that entire system

of "guiding laws which human nature has gradually developed for
its purity and safety".

58

Basic human instincts and particularly

discussion of them could sabotage the existence of "civilized"
human society which had "formed for itself age by age and
change by change a system of order and law which has now come to
be as much a part of human nature as our primal instincts are."

59

From these statements, it becomes clear that Lampman shared a
Victorian repulsion the primal in man, what he called the
"traits of darkness or hideousness in the physical life".
The cause for this rejection may be found in his attitude
V

the Anglican religion of his father.

convincingly points out,

As Davies quite

Lampman shared the disillusionment of

many intellectuals of his time with traditional organized
religion.

Most illustrative of this is his oft-quoted letter

to E.W. Thomson about his attitude to Sunday.

However, it could

be argued that having been raised in a strongly Christian
environment, Lampman never lost a sense of morality which often
accompanies such a religious attitude.

From Davies' account,

it would appear that Lampman's delight in Nature provided a
substitute for an emotional need that had formerly filled by
the Christianity of his family.
need for a code of ethics?

But was it able to fill the

Lampman himself emphasized the fact
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that "original nature is not precisely human nature" and
criticized the Pre-Raphaelites for assuming the two to be
identical,

thereby ignoring all the protective systems human

nature had wrought through ages of progress.

Gertrude Himmelfarb

has argued that one cause of what she calls the Victorial angst
was caused by the internalization of morality due to the rejection
of Christianity - recognizing no external judge, the individual
had only the human to rely upon as a means of evaluation, and
thus be began to set goals for himself and to evaluate himself
in terms of his ability to measure up to these goals.

Lampman's

insistence that human society had fashioned laws to promote order
and peace indicates his acceptance of the absence of an external
judge of human behaviour, such as a God.

In this context,

positive recognition and acceptance of the "primal instincts"
would have negated a moral view which held that man's purpose in
life was to progress to even higher states of being.
The internalization of morality could lead to a profound
self-imposed sense of guilt if the goals which the individual had
set for himself were not being met.

One could argue that Lampman's

insistence on poetry as a "transfiguration" was an aesthetic means
of living up to the moral goals be believed in.

His socialism

can be seen in the same light: with the displacement of a superhuman judge by a human one, the perfecting of man and society
becomes necessary if the individual is to avoid a sense of guilt
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and failure.

However, there can be profound frustrations, for to

the degree to which perfection is not attainable and social
obstacles come in its way, the individual feels despondency and
sometimes almost despair:

here is the angst of the age which

Pacey and Djwa have seen in Lampman.
Analysis of the context of Victorian attitudes can be useful
in at least partially explaining the oft-remarked "controlled
restraint" and "transfiguration of life" in Lampman's poetry.
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For example, Duncan Campbell Scott in "Archibald Lampman",
Addresses Delivered at the Dedication of the Archibald Lampman
Memorial Cairn (Western Ontario Branch, Canadian Authors'
Association, London, Ontario, 1930), p. 12: "That melancholy
which ever and anon settles upon the Highlander visited him and
often coloured his thoughts, and he had the Celtic shyness ...
Thrown in upon the more practical qualities of the Dutch and
Germans..." Also, Raymond Knister, "The Poetry of Archibald
Lampman" in Critical Views on "Canadian Writers Archibald
Lampman, Michael Gnarowski, editor (Toronto, 1970), p. 102:
"The combination of racial tendencies, Celtic temperament and
Saxon endurance ... made Lampman what he was, and gave him an
unusual balance of qualities."
2
Carol Y. Connor, Archibald Lampman: Canadian Poet of Nature
(New York and Montreal, 1929), pp. 18-35.

Duncan Campbell

Scott wrote biographical accounts in the Memorial edition of
Lampman's poetry and in Lyrics of Earth (Toronto, 1925), pp. 3-51.
3
The family's support for Lampman's poetry was not wholehearted
in later years. There appears to have been some dubiousness on
the part of his family when he first started writing poetry in
highschool (Connor, p. 35) and Barry Davies says that Lampman's
mother saw his poetry as an "impractical and outlandish";
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"The Makeshift Truce: Lampman and the Position of the Writer in
Nineteenth Century Canada", Dalhousie Review, Volume 53 (Spring
1973), p.
4

Connor, p. 37

Connor, p. 38
"The idea of spiritual affinities was very important to Lampman:
he often spoke of it in general terms to Scott" E.K. Brown,
quoted by Barry Davies, "The Alien Mind: A Study of the Poetry
of Archibald Lampman", Ph.D. Thesis, University of New
Brunswick (1970), p. 340.
Lampman to John Ritchie, September 9, 1882, quoted by Connor,
p. 60.
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Lampman to John Ritchie, January 19, 1883, quoted by Connor,
p. 65.
9
Lampman, "At the Mermaid Inn", edited by A.S. Bourinot (Ottawa,
1958), p. 51.
Lampman to E.W. Thomson, August 29, 1895, Archibald Lampman's
Letters to Edward William Thomson, Arthur Bourinot, editor
(Ottawa, 1956), p. 30.

(Letters, Bourinot edition).

Lampman to Thomson, February 17, 1898, Letters, Bourinot edition,
p. 42.
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13
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any time". Howells, quoted by M. Gnarowski, Critical Views on
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Writers, Archibald Lampman, p. xiv (Critical Views).

14
Connor, p. 98.
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Lampman", Critical Views, pp. 20-26; Roy Daniells, "Lampman and
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New Westminster
Preparation of a plaque text for a city which is still in
existence at the time of its commemoration demands a value
judgment about the moments when the site in question rose
to be of national significance, and a decision as to which
particular facets of that time were worthy of note.

In

the opinion of Judge Howay, the original proponent of
New Westminster as a historic site, these moments occurred
during the initial phase of the town's existence, when it
was the seat of government of the mainland colony of
British Columbia, and briefly, of the united colony of
British Columbia and Vancouver Island.

In particular,

Howay wished to commemorate the role played by the Royal
Engineers in the development of the town.

2

Additionally,

he seems to have wished to reassert the historic prestige
which in his mind, the town deserved, since, as Sage pointed
out, Howay shared in the dislike felt by many on the
3
"mainland" for Vancouver Island.
The revised plaque text does not differ substantially
from Howay's evaluation about the time when New Westminster
rose to national significance.

However, the new text has

shifted emphasis from pronouncement of the existence of the
capital, to giving some explanation of this fact.

Allusion
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is made to the circumstances of the city's founding; some
attempt is made to relate the plaque text to the site at
which it is located; and reference is made to the rivalry
between Victoria and New Westminster, in order to give the
reader some notion of the mood of the time.
consequence

Finally, the

of the removal of the capital to Victoria

is put into a national context.

This approach has been

taken because it was felt that an attempt to summarize the
entire history of the city in 600 characters would render
the plaque so general as to make it useless.

4

Founding of New Westminster
It is well known that the founding of New Westminster was
the result of a conscious decision by the Colonial Office,
subsequent to its being prodded by Governor Douglas into
the creation of the administrative unit known as British
Columbia, in 1858.

It is also known that the Colonial

Secretary, Sir E. Bulwer Lytton designated Colonel Richard
C. Moody, commander of the Royal Engineers, to select a
site for the capital,

which would be suitable from a

military point of view, given the fact that the proximity
of the colony to American territory might one day demand
its defence against American forces.

Despite some

misunderstandings with Governor Douglas about the matter,
Moody's point of view did prevail and a site, which was
essentially nothing but dense forest, was designated as
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• - i
capital.

6

Furthermore, it is generally accepted that the site's
militarily strategic location was the reason Moody chose
it to be the seat of government.

However, in a personal

letter to his friend, Arthur Blackwood at the Colonial
Office, it is clear that Moody's thinking did go beyond
purely military considerations.

Finding a suitable spot

for a "small military position" was one thing; discovering
a suitable location for a large town was another.

Moody

found "positively marvellous" the configuration of advantages
which he felt could make the site "the Chief Town in the
Country" from a commercial, political, and military point
Q

of view.

Thus, it would be inaccurate to say that military

considerations alone determined his choice.

However, given

the limitations of space in a plaque text, it is probably
fair to cite them as a reason for the decision, for, in
another part of the same letter Moody says that "the
Military considerations affecting the Capital or principal
Town at the entrance of the Frazer is of the very greatest
9
weight and should take the lead".
Moody's tendency to give
top priority to military considerations was also commented
on sarcastically by Governor Douglas, who was disgusted by
what he saw as the former's willingness to put a town site
on a cliff, providing it was defensible.

From Douglas'

point of view, Langley was a far more desireable site for
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doubt that in a plaque discussing New Westminster, some
reference should be made to the Royal Engineers who left
their permanent imprint on the town by virtue of their
surveys which laid out the patterns of streets.

Howay also

points out their contribution in designing some of the
town's early buildings, constructing many of the roads,
and initiating cultural and religious activities.

12

After the disbanding of the special detachment in
1863, many of its members stayed to become respectable,
land-owning citizens.

In 1913 the mayor of New Westminster

was a descendant of one of the Royal Engineers.
However, while the contribution of these men should be
acknowledged, one need not canonize them in the manner of
Judge Howay.

Thus, the work of civilians, such as engineers

like Walter Moberly is also alluded to.

Ormsby

13

says that

there were grumblings about the slow progress of the Royal
Engineers' surveys, and rumours persisted
of their campgrounds prevented
quickly in the town.

that landscaping

them from working more

Civilians like Moberly were brought

in to help in the task - although Moberly was later to
point out that the Royal Engineers prepared all the surveys,
while he planned homes and offices.

14

Rivalry Between Victoria and New Westminster
Space is devoted

to rivalry between Victoria and New

Westminster because of the predominance of this theme in
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in these documents tend to be of an economic nature, and
reflect the interests of a small-business, property-owning
class.

For example, in the light of Victoria's duty-free

port, the ten per cent duty on goods at New Westminster, the
mainland port of entry, was considered

discriminatory.

Particularly agitated about this were the shipbuilders who
complained that lumber from the mainland was being sent
to Victoria to build boats to navigate the Fraser River,
because the governor would not grant duty exemptions on
shipbuilding machinery at New Westminster.

Allegations

were made in February 1861 that spending on road
throughout the colony was profligate.

construction

This grievance

was to arise again in 1868 when the New Westminster Municipal
Council complained that the government had not kept to
its supposed pledge to spend the almos t- $ 9 0„ 000
realized in the 1859 sale of New Westminster town lots towards
improvements to streets and roads within the town, but had
put them instead into colonial revenue.
taxation were considered excessive.

18

Forms of general
Later in the same

year, a convention of citizens from Hope, Douglas, and
New Westminster sent another memorial complaining about a
tax on persons entering the colony at the port of entry,
the lack of adequate mail service, the heavy taxation, and
19
of duties hampering shipbuilding.
From the time that discussion of the possible removal
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of the capital to Victoria began, until after the event
took place, the recurring theme in the memorials was the
fear of their authors for their investment in their land.
Their plight could best be communicated

in economic terms:

their properties would become financially worthless, and
it would be necessary to demand compensation in the manner
in which Langley lot owners had been repaid for their
investment after the capital was created at New Westminster.
In 1868 after the removal of the capital to Victoria, the
New Westminster Municipal Council petitioned the Colonial
Office for payment of losses incurred, because of the
drastic decline in land values, noting that "the labor and
persevering energy of the inhabitants of this City during
the past few years has by this unjust removal been rendered
comparatively worthless -.2
. 0
Until 1864 blame for these wrongs was placed on Governor
Douglas and his policies.

21

After Governor

Seymour's

arrival the target shifted as the mercantile interests in
Victoria,

22

particulary the "rat-skins ' at the Hudson's

Bay Company were denounced.

23

To these were later added

the Colonial Office and Governor Seymour himself.

24

Always accompanying the economic complaints was a
request for representative institutions, since the tool
for righting problems was perceived to be responsible
government headed by a Governor and civil service who
resided on the mainland.

25

When petitions to the Colonial
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Office went unheeded until 1864, the New Westminster
Municipal Council came to be seen as the only
capable of truly stating the town's views.

institution

Requests from

the Municipal Council for responsible government took on
a particularly urgent tone in 1862, with the imminent
expiration of the act which had established the government
of British Columbia.

27

Thus, for example, this body

forwarded a petition for a subsidy from the British government
for a mail line of ocean steam communication directly to
»

26

•

New Westminster.
Since in the minds of the town's vocal inhabitants
political power and economic well-being were so inextricably
linked, the assignment of Governor Seymour to the mainland
alone and the creation of a legislative council
hopeful signs.

were

Prior to union with Vancouver Island measures

such as a new customs act were introduced to stimulate trade
in New Westminster.

Governor Seymour's encouragement of

the development of telegraphic communication and the
establishment of a direct steamship line between New Westminster
and San Francisco were also seen as signs of economic
O Q

progress.

By pleading the case against immediate union

with Vancouver Island, and, after that failed, against the
removal of the seat of government to Victoria, Seymour was
looked upon as "the surest guarantee that the claims and
29
interests of our city will not be overlooked '.
There was
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aroused by the gold discoveries in 1859.

33

To Governor Douglas it had always been self-evident
that Victoria was "to become ultimately the commercial
entrepot of the North Pacific" - he had not even favoured
making New Westminster a port of entry.

34

In replies to

the memorials forwarded to England protesting his policies,
he had always stressed that the taxation and expenditures
on the mainland were essential to raise the revenue
necessary to develop the entire colony, given Colonial
Secretary Lytton's directives that the colony was to be
n c

self-supporting.

o 4

Even in Seymour's thinking

that of Arthur Blackwood at the Colonial Office

- as in
37

- there

was no doubt that Victoria was the commercial centre of
the west coast.

However, he was emotionally committed to

the "manly, respectable, loyal and enterprising community"
at New Westminster

which had received him so enthusiastically,

and, believing that "public faith and honour"

39

were at

stake, because the town had been proclaimed a capital by
government decree, Seymour argued that, like Ottawa, it
could remain a seat of government without being a centre of
commerce.

40

However, this plea overlooked the fact that for the
inhabitants of New Westminster there had developed "a
necessary connection between trade and government"

41

a frame of mind which Seymour felt existed only in Victoria.
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New Westminster: birthday wishes forwarded to the Queen by
the Municipal Council spoke of the "dark cloud of
disappointment and sorrow under which the Whole community
is this day weighed down".

46

Petitions were soon sent

asking for compensation for financial losses incurred because
of a drastic drop in land values.

47

From a Canadian point of view, it is noteworthy that
the removal of the capital became the catalyst for a strong
pro-Confederation movement among New Westminster's influential
citizens, as union with Canada became the only hope for
salvaging economic power on the west coast for their city.
On April 6, 1868, four days after the resolution to remove
the capital to Victoria, a public meeting called by the
President of the Municipal Council of New Westminster endorsed
the sending of a delegation to the Governor to state the
group's desire to have British Columbia become a part of
Canada.

48

The reason for this apparent sudden show of

enthusiasm was the proposed terms of union which promised
an overland highway to the west coast.

On April 1

the

British Columbian took an about-turn in its editorial
policy; from urging restraint on the subject, the editorialist
urged immediate admission into the Canadian confederation,
since New Westminster and Yale would be the "natural
termini of the overland highway".

A guaranteed way to

secure the trade and commerce of the west coast for New
Westminster had presented itself:
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Assuredly the settlements of the Lower
Fraser have more to gain by Confederation,
provided it comes to us in a proper way,
than either those on Vancouver Island or
those to the East of the Cascade Range.

49

The ultimate irony was that the overland highway, which
became the Canadian Pacific Railway was to bring the most
economic benefit to neither Victoria nor New Westminster,
but to the settlement on Burrard Inlet, incorporated in
1886 as Vancouver.
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sent by Governor Seymour, 30 November 1869, #799,
C060/30.

18

"Memorial of Convention of Representatives from
Hope, Douglas and New Westminster", #5166, CO 60/10.

19

"Memorial of Convention", sent by Governor Douglas
8 October 1861, #10955, CO 60/11.

20

"Memorial of Municipal Council of New Westminster",
#799, CO 60/30.

21

For example, the February 1861 Memorial said Douglas
the present governor was "incapable of properly
fostering the progress of both colonies ... Every exertion
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is being made to stimulate the progress of Vancouver
Island".
22

The British Columbian in New Westminster and Victoria
British Colonist were hurling frequently

epithets

at each other and at the merchants in the respective
towns.

For example, the British Columbian spoke of

the "most unprincipled chicanery" of Mr. Donald Frazer,
a Victoria businessman, who went to London to press
the cause of his town as capital, February 26, 1868.
On April 1, 1868 the British Columbian spoke of "the
unprincipled and selfish clamour of a few speculators,
who would be just as far from being pacified were
they to drag the seat of Government away on to an
outlying Island, as they were when they succeeded in
getting the two colonies united".
23

British Columbian, April 8, 1868.

The Colonial Office was

labelled the "escape valve" for the corruption of
the British government.
24

Seymour was accused of putting expediency ahead of
"public faith and honour".

British Columbian, May 13,

1868.
25

Ormsby also points out this link, p. 178.

26

Memorial of Municipal Council of New Westminster, sent
by Governor Douglas, 15 November 1861, #407, CO 60/13.

27

Memorial of President of New Westminster Municipal
Council, sent by Governor Douglas 28 July 1862,
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#8835, CO60/13,
28

For example, British Columbian.

29

Memorial of New Westminster Municipal Council to
Governor Seymour, 10 November 1866, #419, CO 60/25.

30

Arthur Birch, for example, who had been acting
governor during Seymour's leave of absence in 1866,
wrote a memo to this effect in the Colonial Office,
on his return to England.

The printed

cabinet

document which was submitted to the British Cabinet is
contained in #8565, CO 60/21.

Henceforth referred to

a s Birch memor andum.
31

Seymour to Colonial Secretary Cardwell, 21 March 1865,
#6176, CO 60/21.

The regret about the creation of

two principal towns was publicly expressed in
Seymour's message to the Legislative Council about
"the capital question", Message 37, 27 March 1867,
enclosed in #8562, CO 60/28.
32

Seymour to Cardwell, 29 April 1865, #6182, CO60/21.

33

Birch memorandum, #8565, CO 60/21.

34

See Dorothy Blakey Smith, p. 33.

At one point Douglas

favoured making Esquimault the port of entry for
both colonies.
"Papers Relating

Douglas to Lytton, July 31, 1858.
to British Columbia", Volume 22,

p. 62 .
35

Douglas' position was clearly put forward on 22 April,
1861, to the Colonial Office, #5166 C060/10.
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He did not change his position until 28 July 1862
#8535, CO60/13 when he suggested

the colony was ready

for some measure of representative government.

However

his attitude to New Westminster did not alter; in
1862 he was willing to see some measure of responsible
government because there were enough British settlers
throughout the mainland colony to counteract the
political influence a clique in the town might play.
36

Seymour expressed

this view in several despatches.

For example, #8562, 13 July 1867, CO60/28;
#2627, 10 December 1867, CO60/29.
37

Arthur Blackwood

to Seymour, 8 September 1866, #1936,

CO 6 0/2 5.

Blackwood felt that it was generally

understood

that New Westminster would be the seat of

government and Victoria would be the centre of
commerce.
38

Seymour to Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, 29 April
1868, #6303, CO 60/32.

39

"Speech of Governor Seymour at the Prorogation of the
Legislative Council" 2 April, 1867.
#5083, 10 April 1867, CO 60/28.

Enclosed in

Seymour insisted

that

the government had a moral obligation to the New
Westminster

lot-owners, who had invested their money

on the understanding that the town was to be the
capital.

He estimated the value of the compensation

149

which would be owed at $2 million.

Seymour to Duke

of Buckingham & Chandos, 24 December 1867, #2629,
CO 60/29 .
40

Seymour's case for New Westminster as capital is put
forward in a letter to the Colonial Secretary, Duke
of Buckingham and Chandos, 10 December 1867, #2627,
CO 60/29.

41

Seymour to Buckingham & Chandos, 10 December 1867,
#2627, CO 60/29.

42

Seymour felt it would "matter but little where the
governor had his abode

... were either New Westminster or

Victoria prosperous" #2627, CO 60/29.
43

Duke of Buckingham and Chandos to Governor Seymour,
1 October 1867, #8562, CO 60/28.

44

Colonial Office Minute in #4517, CO 60/32.

45

British Columbian, March 20, 1868; May 27, 1868.

46

Memorial of Municipal Council of New Westminster to
Her Majesty the Queen, forwarded by Governor Seymour
5 June 1868, #7427, CO 60/32.

47

One of these petitions is enclosed in #11063, C060 /33.

48

The meeting was reported at length in the British
Columbian, April 8, 1868.

49

British Columbian, April 1, 1868.
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NOTES FOR A NEW PLAQUE FOR DUNCAN CAMPBELL SCOTT
(1862-1947)
Since the existing plaque commemorating Scott is
relatively recent, and factually contains the highlights
of his life, an entire research paper is not warranted
for the preparation of a revised plaque.

However, some

minor revisions might make a new plaque more informative.
Firstly, note should probably be made that Scott was born
in Ottawa, where, aside from his childhood and adolescence
when his family moved throughout rural Ontario and Quebec
because of his father's Methodist ministry, he spent his
life.

Secondly, additional space might be given to

discussing Scott as a poet.

Additionally, there are

some value judgments contained in the present plaque
pertaining to Scott as civil servant and to his
attitude to Indians which might be clarified.
SCOTT AS POET
There appears to be little doubt that Scott's most
significant long-run contribution in the general Canadian
context is his poetry.

While he was living, Scott was

quite well known, but did not appear to have received
the recognition as a poet he and his admirers felt he
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deserved.

Despite his protests, that "if you call me a

nature poet you will have to forget some of my best work," 2
has, to some extent been considered under that label.
This may be because other poets, such as Archibald Lampman
or Bliss Carman, with whom he is grouped by critics (under
such names as the Sixties group, poets of the golden age,
or poets of the Confederation) are relatively easily
identifiable as poets whose verses spring from an
admiration and delineation of the natural environment.
During Scott's lifetime and immediately after his
death, his acquaintances such as E.K. Brown and A.S.
Bourinot tried to draw attention to Scott's poetry as a
unified body of work and to Scott as an artist of some
significance.

Brown published a collection of Scott's
3
poems with a memoir of the poet; Bourinot has collected
and published at his own expense, several editions of
letters by Scott in addition to extracts from "At the
Mermaid Inn," a column in the Globe in the 1890's on
which Scott collaborated with Archibald Lampman and
4
William Campbell.
More recently, analysis of Scott's work has been
undertaken by persons who did not know the poet.

Some

critics now look on Scott as a poet who wrote some
memorable verse, but who artistically takes second place
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to poets such as his close friend Lampman.

5

With the

considerable increase in Canadian studies, there are
some scholars who are calling for a reassessment of
Scott's entire work and are suggesting that he had more
talent than was generally recognized.

Stress is placed

on the multi-faceted and diverse nature of his imaginative
exercises; on the musical, lyrical, quality of much of
his verse, a quality that can be traced to his interest
7
8
in music and painting;

and on his theory of poetics

which incorporated a desire to see the development of
a Canadian school of poetry within a Canadian culture
reflecting "a positive feeling" about a Canada whose
"foundations are not built on rebellion and a frontier
period of political experiment, but on acceptance of
9
tradition and a determination to perpetuate it."
Interest also seems to be reviving in Scott as a short
story writer, as can be seen by the publication of a
selected collection of some of his stories in 19 72 by
the University of Ottawa.
Integral to this reassessment is an emaphsis on
placing Scott in a historical context.

Scott was no

Canadian T.S. Eliot drawing on life in urbanized,
industrialized society; the avant garde poetry and
fiction of his own day did not interest him, and in
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some cases, distressed him.

Characterizing Scott's

poetry as "one breath of fresh air escaping from the
mixed bag of confederation poets," Geddes has urged that
the poet "must be seen alongside not his temporal, but
. .
.
his spiritual mentors:

12

Coleridge, Tennyson and Arnold."

With this literary legacy, Scott was drawn to a poetic
that sometimes utilized nature to reflect about the
human condition, that rejected an excess of emotional
expression, while striving for restrained intensity,
and that manifested an almost mystical fascination with
the creative process and the life of the imagination.
R. Daniels has said that technically Scott's verse is
. .
13
rooted in a Romantic and Victorian tradition.
SCOTT AS CIVIL SERVANT
A part of this historical context is Scott's career in
the Department of Indian Affairs which began in 1879,
when through an interview with John A. Macdonald, his
father obtained Scott a position as a copy clerk.

Through

the years Scott rose in the bureaucracy to be chief
accountant, Superintendent of Education (1910-13), and
Deputy Superintendent General (1913-32).

In the latter

two capacities he followed the long established policy
of attempting to assimilate the Indian to the white
society.

Without a thorough examination of the records
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of the department, it is difficult to properly evaluate
Scott as an administrator.

The fact that he rose to such

a high rung on the bureaucratic ladder, and maintained
this position for nineteen years, suggests he must have
been at least reasonably competent.

However, to describe

him as "devoted" (in the present plaque) may be pushing
the point as the testimony of one of his best friends,
E.K. Brown suggests:
His work in the civil service interested
him; but the centre of his life was
not in his office, where he seldom
came early and never stayed late.
After he retired his conversation
,.
did not run on the Indian department.
Bourinot and Madge Macbeth recall how in his office at
the department Scott had a silent piano on which he
would practice, when the mood struck, to keep his fingers
15
in condition.
Had he been a zealously committed
civil servant, one wonders how he could have had such
a warm friendship with Archibald Lampman who frequently
complained of a career in the civil service as a
spiritually barren and desolate life.
SCOTT's ATTITUDE TO THE INDIANS
Scott's employment in the Indian Affairs department
influenced his poetry.

Some of his best-known poems

"The Forsaken," "Night Hymns on Lake Nipigon," "Powasson's
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Dream," "The Half-Breed Girl" contain Indian persons and
their actions as a central theme.

This fact has been

noted on the present plaque in the words, "Scott showed
rare sensitivity in his treatment of the Indian."

Perhaps

this statement should be changed to say what this
attitude was, since from the point of view of an Indian
Scott's attitude may not have been overly sensitive.
Like many of his white contemporaries, Scott believed
that the Indians were a "people undergoing evolution."

17

More "primitive" than the white civilization with which
they came in contact, they had lost the "original
spirit" of purity which had characterized Indians before
18
their contact with white civilization.
Therefore, the
Indian had to be taught to cope with the new civilization
by adopting certain of its values and mores.

Education

of the Indian to be a "producer and industrial worker"
in an "industrial or mercantile community," and the
"substitution of Christian ideals of conduct and morals
19
for aboriginal concepts of both"

were the foundation

stones for teaching Indians to "compare favourably
with the type of white man conjured up when we wish to
flatter our modern civilization." 20
Scott shared his contemporaries' paternalistic
attitude toward Indian society.

He believed that the
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pre-determined march of progress in which the white man
was further ahead, had doomed the old Indian culture;
Darwinian evolutionaly theory made its annihilation
inevitable in the face of the stronger, and more
powerful white culture.

Scott's role was to ensure that

some means was given to the Indians to enable them "to
21
compete successfully with their white neighbours."
Within this context Scott was probably more
understanding and humane than many whites of his day.
Writing to Brown after his retirement, he said that he
"never tried to amend (the law) in the direction of
22
severity."
In his reports he frequently made allusions
23
to the "great natural intelligence of the race,"
noting the Indians would justify the trust which
24
missionaries and the government placed in them.
He
25
was not unaware of the shortcomings of his own society,
his strong moral repugance for the fur traders and
businessmen, who, in his view, brought the worst side
of white civilization to the Indians, led him to say
that "many Indians have developed more admirable
characteristics than many white men."

2 ft

Nevertheless,

his moralistic paternalism toward, in his eyes, the
evolving race, led him to contemplate "a drastic measure
of restriction" to prevent Indians from attending
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stampedes or pageants outside their own reserves.27

His

optimistic belief in the benevolent power of education
enabled him to agree with a law to enable the Indian
department to take Indian children away from their
parents :
The recent ammendments give the
department control and remove from
the Indian parent the responsibility
for the care and education of his
child, and the best interests of
the Indian are promoted and fully
protected.^y
As well-intentioned as this stance may have been, it
overlooked the fact that Indians too were human beings
who might want to have some say in determining the way
in which they wished to live.

Moreover, the attitude

took no account of the psychological and social damage
that could result from such restriction of individual
rights.
It is true that Scott was working within a longestablished policy of government towards the Indians,
and cannot be held single handedly responsible for
departmental actions.

Nevertheless, note would be

taken of his thinking towards Indians since it did
enter into his poetry.
SCOTT'S INTEREST IN THE ARTS IN CANADA
In the present plaque Scott's work with the Ottawa

160

Little Theatre is discussed.

Mention might be made of

Scott's more general interest in the development of a
Canadian culture.

Contemporaries' accounts say that

the Scott household was often the scene of a cultural
conclave.

Prominent artists of the time such as

Horatio Walder, Clarence Gagnon, Lawren Harris , Edmund
Morris, and Emily Carr were numbered among Scott's
friends and acquaintances.

His interest in and knowledge

about lithography led Scott to write a book about the
work of W.J. Phillips, a print maker.

The essay in the

catalogue for the National Gallery's Memorial Exhibition
of the work of Clarence Gagnon was also Scott's work.
"At the Mermaid Inn" contains several discussions about
the National Gallery, and other manifestations of
Canadian culture, or lack thereof.In 19 01 Scott wrote
an essay surveyingCanadian poetry of the 1890's for
the Canadian Magazine.

Many musical soirées' were held

at Scott's house as he was quite a talented pianist and
his first wife was a well known musician.

Scott's

presidency of the Royal Society of Canada and the
Canadian Authors' Association; his membership on the
Board of Governors of the Canadian Writers' Foundation,
and his founding of the Canadian Art Club, can be seen
as part of his interest in Canadian arts and letters.
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FOOTNOTES
1.

A.S. Bourinot, Introduction to More Letters of
Duncan Campbell Scott (Ottawa, 1960), p. 6.

2.

Duncan Campbell Scott, "An Autobiographical Note,"
written by Scott to Dr. Pelham Edgar in February,
1905, reprinted in Some Letters of Duncan Campbell
Scott, Archibald Lampman, and Others, A.S. Bourinot,
editor (Ottawa, 1959), p.

3.

E.K. Brown, Selected Poems of Duncan Campbell Scott
(Toronto, 1951) .

4.

A.S. Bourinot, editor, Some Letters of Duncan Campbell,
Archibald Lampman, and Others; More Letters of
Duncan Campbell Scott; At the Mermaid Inn, selections
from Essays on Life and Literature which appeared
in the Toronto Globe (Ottawa, 19 58).

5.

This is essentially the view expressed by Roy
Daniels in "Crawford, Carman, and D.C. Scott,
Literary History of Canada, Carl Klinck, editor
(Toronto, 1972), pp. 416-21.

6.

A.J.M. Smith, "Duncan Campbell Scott," in Our
Living Tradition, 2nd and 3rd series, R.L. McDougall,
editor (Toronto, 1959), pp. 73-94.

Smith considers

Scott to be "first among the poets of his generation."
Paul Geddes calls for a recognitions of Scott's wide
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ranging talent in "Piper of Many Tunes," Canadian
Literature, No. 37(1968), pp. 15-27.

Desmond Pacey

falls in between those who feel Scott wrote only a
few good poems, and those who put the poet in a
above Lampman: "He did not perhaps scintillate as
the others did on occasion, but he burned with a
steadier and more lasting flame."
Poets (Toronto, 1968), p. 142.

Ten Canadian

Pacey also calls

attention to Scott's versatibity in dealing with
many themes.
7.

W.P. Denham wrote an M.A. thesis for the University
of Western Ontario on "Music and Painting in the
Poetry of Duncan Campbell Scott" (Unpublished thesis
1964) .

8.

Scott's poetics are discussed in an unpublished
doctoral thesis accepted by Queen's University:
Stanley P. Dragland, "Forms of Imaginative
Perception in the Poetry of Duncan Campbell Scott"
(Unpublished thesis, 1971).

9.

Scott to E.K. Brown, 19-23-43, Some Letter of
Duncan Campbell Scott and Others, p. 33.

10.

Glenn Clever, editor, Selected Stories of Duncan
Campbell Scott (Ottawa, 1972).

The stories

illustrate Scott's interest in French Canadian
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rural life.

His stories show a fascination with

the effect of intermarriage between Indians and
French Canadian, on personality and social
behaviour.
11.

For example, Clute Boulay, pp. 122-30.

Bourinot quotes Scott as saying "The Avant Garde
is fighting a rear guard action," More Letters of
Duncan Campbell Scott, p. 3.

In a letter to Brown,

Scott said he had never read Hemingway or DosPassos
and was not planning to, 19-2 3-43, Some Letters of
Duncan Campbell Scott, Archibald Lampman and Others,
p. 33.
12.

Geddes, pp. 15-16.

13.

Daniels, pp. 416-18.

14.

Brown, Memoir of Scott in Selected Poems of Duncan
Campbell Scott, p. xxxii.

15.

A.S. Bourinot, Five Canadian Poets (Ottawa, 1968),
p. 2.

Madge Macbeth, Over My Shoulder (Toronto, 19 53)

p. 143.
16.

Scott's attitude to the Indians as it manifested
itself in his poetry is discussed by E. Palmer
Patterson, "The Poet and the Indian," Ontario
History, Volume LIX, No. 2 (June, 1967), pp. 69-78
Patterson's analysis is good at bringing out the
historical context of Scott's ideas, but tends to
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overlook the fact that within that context, Scott
as far as his assumptions let him, did try to
empathize with the Indians.
17.

Scott, "Report of the Deputy Superintendant
General," Annual Report of the Department of
Indian Affairs for the year ending March 31, 1926,
(Ottawa, 1926), p. 11.

18.

(Annual Report)

Scott to Brown, July 2, 1841, quoted by Dragland,
p. 188: "One can hardly be sympathetic to the
contemporary Sun-dance or Potlatch when one knows
that the original spirit has gone out of them and
that they are largely the opportunities for
debauchery by low white men."

19.

Scott, "Report of the Superintendant of Indian
Education," 1910, Annual Report, p. 273.

20.

Scott, 1910 Annual Report, p. 273.

21.

Scott, 1918 Annual Report, p. 23.

22.

Scott to Brown, quoted by Dragland, p. 188.

23.

Scott, 1910 Annual Report, p. 273.

24.

Scott, 19 2 7 Annual Report, p. 8.

25.

In an article originally printed in Scribners'
Magazine, December 19 06, outlining the negotiation
of an Indian treaty in which Scott had taken part,
the poet ends the account with a vignette about a
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young male who had been sent to collect some money
from the Indian agents : "When He felt the new crisp
notes he took a crucifix from his breast, kissed it
swiftly, and made a fugitive sign of the cross...
There was the Indian at the best point of a
transitional state, still wild as a lynx, with all
the lore and instinct of his race undimmed, and
possessed wholly by the simplest rule of the
Christian life, as yet unspoiled by the arts of
sly lying, paltry cunning, and the lower vices
which come from contact with such of our debased
manners and customs as come to him in the wilderness."
"The last of the Indian Treaties," The Circle of
Affection, and Other Pieces in Prose and Verse
(Toronto, 19 47), p. 12 2.

Underlining Mine.

26.

Scott, Annual Report,

27.

Scott, 19 2 6 Annual Report, p. 7.

The Indian Act

forbade the participation of Indians in stampedes
or pageants outside their reserves, but enforcement
of this rule was difficult.

Scott did contemplate

more drastic attempts at enforcement, but "reflection...
always resulted in a return to the opinion that a
policy of suasion and an appeal to reason and
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experience is best in the long run."

What is

significant in the present discussion is his
willingness to contemplate strict enforcement as
an illustration of his sense that the Indians did
not know what was good for them.
28.

Scott, 1918 Annual Report, p. 13.

29.

The discussion of Scott's interest in the arts is
taken from A.S. Bourinot, Five Canadian Poets, pp.
2-8; Madge Macbeth, pp. 136ff; and George Herbert
Clark; "Obituary of Duncan Campbell Scott, "Proceedings
and Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, Third
Series, Volume XLII, Section 1 (Ottawa, 1948),
pp. 115-9.
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GEORGE WRONG (186 0-1948)

George Mackinnon Wrong was born on his grandfather's
farm in Gravesend, Elgin County, in what was then Upper
Canada in June 25, 1860.

His early years and family

background are rather obscure, but several writers have
pointed out that he came "of excellent Scottish and English
stock1 -his mother's family being Highland Scottish and his
father's United Empire Loyalist. Wrong's childhood was
probably relatively poor from an economic point of view, for
his father appears to have had visions of himself as a poet
and inventor, and subsequently lost the family farm.

The

family moved to Vienna, Ontario, where with the exception of
one year spent with relatives, Wrong grew up and was
educated until he came to Toronto in his teens to work as
a clerk in a mercantile house. In 1879 Wrong enrolled as
a theological student at the newly-founded low-church
Anglican Wycliffe College and the following year saw him
taking arts courses at the University of Toronto
concurrently with his theological studies.
On his graduation from both the University and Wycliffe
in 1883, Wrong was ordained an Anglican minister and stayed
on at Wycliffe until 1892 to lecture in church history and
apologetics, and was for a time dean of residence there.
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During the summer breaks from lectures he travelled to
continental Europe and England and is said to have attended
5
lectures at the University of Berlin as well as studied
under Reginald Poole at Oxford.

He also developed a working

knowledge of French, German, Italian and medieval Latin.
In 1896 he obtained a Master of Arts degree.
Although an ordained clergyman, Wrong never had a
parish.

Sage says that he often conducted services at his
7
summer home in Murray Bay, Quebec and a contemporary notet
that he "frequently occupies a pulpit in one of the Anglican
churches" and every "Sunday afternoon (he) teaches a large

Bible class of workingmen in North Toronto in connection
Q

with a mission of St. Paul's Anglican church."
Wrong was to make his career as a historian with the
University of Toronto.

On the death in 1892 of Sir Daniel

Wilson, professor of history and ethnology at the University
Wrong was appointed a lecturer in these fields.

Three

years later the chair was divided and Wrong was appointed
Professor of Modern History, a post which he held until his
retirement in 192 7.

During this time he was active as a

scholar, teacher, and exponent of the study of modern
history.

To him is attributed the building up and staffing

of a history department at the University of Toronto with
the study of Canadian history a major component therein; the
co-founding in 19 05 of the Champlain Society of which he was
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an officer until 1923 to publish rare docum.ents relating to
Canada; and the founding of the annual Review of Historical
Publications in 189 7- the precursor of the Canadian
Historical Review.

Author of innumerable articles, papers,

pamphlets, and reviews, he prepared five textbooks on
British and Canadian history which were used extensively
in Ontario schools; edited many volumes, including the
series of volumes called Chronicles of Canada and the
Champlain society publication of Sagard's Journey to the
Hurons ; supervised editing by others; and wrote nine
monographs, ranging from a local history of Murray Bay,
the location of his summer home, to a two-volume study of
g
Canada under French rule.
The latter were written after
his retirement from the history department as the first two
of a projected four volume series.

He was able to write

only one more in the group before failing eyesight and poor
health forced him to give up his writing.

He died on the

29th of June 19 48.
WRONG AS PUBLIC FIGURE
Accounts by those who knew Wrong are written in
superlatives:

He was regarded as the "Patriarch of the

cause of history throughout Canada", "the dean of Canadian

• •

12
historians". '

In this role he was awarded much recognition,

including designation as professor emeritus of the
University of Toronto, membership in the Royal Society of
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Canada;

the awarding of the Society's Tyrrell Medal in

1929 for a significant contribution to scholarship; "

an

honorary membership in the New York State Historical Society;
and an invitiation to be the representative of the
Massachusetts Historical Society at the Francis Parkman
Centenary Dinner in 1923.
and member of boards.

He was a popular guest speaker

There is a long list of associations

and meetings which heard him speak, ranging from the British
Association for the Advancement of Science in 1924 to
Wesleyan University in its George Slocum Bennett Foundation
lectures in 1919.-' He was asked to give advice on the
establishment of an Ontario Archives-'-" and served

for

several years on the Board of Historical Publications, a
federal government body founded in 1918 to collect and
publish documents relating to Canada. 17
Wrong's vision of himself as a historian was that of a
person with a moral duty to society.

It is not insignificant

that in a Canadian Historical Review article about being a
historian, he emphasized that he wanted to stress not the
techniques of historical inquiry, but the historian's
obligations to the general public to produce easily
comprehensible lucid accounts of the past. ° He repeated
over and over again the importance of the historian's ability
to communicate well orally and in writing. 19
Such a sense of responsiblity and exalted vision of the
historian's role, ensured that Wrong did not confine himself
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to an isolated study of the past.

Moreover, his marriage in

1886 to Sophia Hume Blake, daughter of Edward Blake, former
Liberal party leader brought him close to the heart of public
affairs and enabled him to make many acquaintances with
20
persons active in political life.

From a political point

of view, Wrong had a close relationship with his father-in-law.
Like him, Wrong was a Liberal, interested in the rights of
French Canadians, who saw an increasingly

independent role

for Canada as a nation within the British Empire.
Wrong's eulogizers have taken pains to point out that
21
he never

paraded his political opinions".

Nevertheless,

he did expend considerable energies in writing letters to
editors, composing newspaper articles, organizing meetings,
or attending conferences. 22 He appears to have believed that
the perspective on the present which he had gained through
his study of the past equipped him to be an adviser to
government on current issues. 23 Noting that he was going
to organize a meeting of students at the University, to
consider the question of aid to the British navy in 1909,
he urged Laurier "to do something".

His reason for doing

so was couched in historical terms:
....it does seem to me that just at this
moment, Canada occupies a position of
world importance and in her hands the
power to shape world history...
If Canada speaks decisively, Germany
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will in time see that with our future
what it is, the race is hopeless and
we shall have in the near future a
gradual subsidence of her ambitions
and an accompanying decline of
militarism.

You hold in your hands,

for the moment the power to bring
a great benefit to all mankind. *
During the discussion of minority rights in education in 1917,
Wrong came out on the side of the French, noting that
historically and constitutionally the French language"has
a privileged position in Canada".25 In noting Wrong's
"leaning to public life" Wallace says that he "would have
liked to be appointed to represent Canada at Washington, as
his friend Lord Bryce had represented Britian there".2^
Wallace dates the beginning of Wrong's interest in
"public life" to 1895 - the year in which he was catapulted
into the public eye in a fashion he would not have chosen.
February of that year witnessed a student strike which was
the culmination of a year of unrest on the campus. 'One of
the issues revolved around the close and uneasy relationship
between the university and the provincial government.

Wrong

was depicted by the students and one professor as an
example of an incompetent appointee, who had acquired his
lucrative professorship not by merit,but through the good
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graces of his Liberal father-in-law who was then also
chancellor of the University.

At Royal Commission hearings

to inquire into the unrest Wrong was charactierized as a
weak lecturer by the then-unknown Mackenzie King. 2 8 The
Commission exonerated Wrong and upheld the truth of
Sir Edward Blake's telegram to the Globe from England:
"published imputation on me touching university patronage
wholly false". 29
WRONG AS HISTORIAN
Wrong received public recognition in his day because
of his stature as a historian.

In order to assess the nature

of his contribution in this field, it is necessary to come
to some understanding of his view of history as a discipline.
When Wrong was appointed to the Chair of Modern History in
1895, the idea of studying the past separately from classical
studies was still relatively new.

The term "modern history"

was meant to refer to all events after the fall of the
Roman Empire, ie. the post-classical period, and the ways
in which this study could be carried on were a matter still
unsettled.

During Wrong's lifetime the historian was

characterized on the one hand as the pure scientist who
collected and collated data,and on the other, as the purely
subjective artist who brought to his materials his own
Of)

prejudices and foibles.
His close contact with developments in the teaching and
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11
writing of history m

England, Germany, and the United States,

and his interest in the Canadian political scene, aided
Wrong in bringing a mixture of certain techniques and
assumptions to the study of the Canadian past, which were
to lay the groundwork for the scholarship of many of his
pupils.
When Wrong was receiving his education in the last years
of the nineteenth century, J.B. Bury had made known his view
of history as science in English-speaking intellectual
circles.

Possibly, because of this influence, Wrong

interpreted the discipline in this way.

In the Preface to

his earliest work he wrote:
sound historical science working from
its knowledge of human nature which
has remained unchanged can recall
with accuracy... the vivid life of a
past time if it has even scanty
12
contemporary records.
His inaugural lecture as professor noted that "history was
concerned with wide and complex movements", the meaning of
which could only be "grasped when the insight and
discrimination of a trained student is brought to the task".
Through his theory of evolution, Darwin had shown patterns
of development in the physical world which indicated growth
to a higher state of being.

The historian as scientist

J
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might find such advances in human society also; on his
shoulders was placed the mantle of a great responsibility to
society.

The historian studies the past to bring wisdom to

the present.

Thus, he must always seek "truth":

It is the function of the historian to
refrain from taking sides and to judge
historical problems as if he were a
citizen of another planet. 34
For Wrong, the existence of process in history and an
unchanging human nature became scientific laws which enabled
him to believe that the patterns which he discerned were
objective truth.

HISTORY became an objective entity, not

unlike the theological idea of Providence.
Reference has already been made to Wrong's partisan
Liberalism.

Philosophically he was a liberal democrat.

The

process to be identified in history was "the march to
liberty and equality" of individuals and of nations. 3 6
According to liberal democratic belief these rights grow to
fruition within the functionings of the nation state.
Therefore, once a state has been identified, the domain of
the historian becomes the study of the political events in
a country's past:
History dwells upon politics because they
touch upon the most obvious general interests
of a state...
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Wrong's training as an Anglican minister and his Christian
belief reinforced his optimism and his belief in the
historical process.

Unlike Parkman, he had "the comfort

of a faith which holds that man was not made in vain, and
that his medley of wisdom and folly is not without some
directing purpose".
However, the optimism was not unrestricted.

While

"social conditions have improved, manners have softened, we
are more enlightened", human nature has "still the same old
strength and weakness" 3 8- in theological terms, this is the
struggle between man's yearning for the Divine and the
effects of original sin which enable him to use his free will
to go to Hell.

This"struggle" constitutes the dynamic of

history and in gradually overcoming the weakness, man attains
liberty.

The agents in the struggle are men who either

further or retard freedom in their interactions.

Wrong

frequently spoke with approval of Eliot's, Pym's, and
Hampden's historical function in helping to overthrow the
39
autocratic rule of the Stuarts in England.

When one

combines Wrong's emphasis on the role of individuals in
history with his assumption that such a role takes place
within the development of the nation's state, we find
that he is advocating the pre-eminence of the study of what
might be termed national political and constitutional
history.
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The historian too has a role in the march to liberty,
for by showing what mistakes have been made in the past he
can help a society acquire wisdom so that the errors will
not be repeated:
Democracies are not ideal.

Their rule is

sometimes more stupid and ignoble than that
of an arrogant despot.

But democracies find

out sooner or later that they suffer for their
own follies,and when they learn wisdom, it is
the wisdom of the many, a wisdom not easily
lost.
Over the years Wrong's views never substantially
changed.

In response to Adam Shortt's critique of one of

his manuscripts, he reasserted his belief in the need for
objectivity as he understood the term:
On the whole, while I accept your
criticism that I state both sides
without indicating a decision, I am
41
inclined to consider this a virtue.
In 1933, by referring to society as "a half-blind mass, not
42
knowing whither it is going"

he implied that there is a

direction, a process, to be discerned.

However, at this

time, he felt that the historian had the additional duty
to dispel wrong notions about the pattern:
We are confronted by a multitude of
shallow beliefs.

There is talk of
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progress without any definition of what it
involves.

Can the historian find out

something about it from the past?

Is it

an ultimate truth that a parent society
itself matures in conditions that can have
no parallel and copy elsewhere....
Wrong knew the one true prophecy;

he had to use his

detachment as a historian to seek out the false prophets.
Under intellectual pressure from such historians as
Charles Beard who argued that the historian was moral by
being amoral, Wrong countered by defining "truth""not
merely as specific fact" but as "expressing constructive
standards of conduct".

The historian was thus obliged to

make moral judgments, based, presumably, on the moral code
he adhered to - in Wrong's case, Christian ethics.

However,

human nature was unchanging, and in Wrong's thinking it
seemed to follow that the historian's moral code was also
constant.
Thus, he did not see any contradiction between his
claim to be an objective observer and his role as moral
judge- unlike more recent historians who are aware of the
presence of value judgment in the historian's attempts to be
objective.

This lack of perception may have led him at

times to make excessive moral judgments where a more
balanced view and more presentation of documented sources
would have been more appropriate.

Part of the reason for
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this may have been Wrong's democratic beliefs.

Since all

persons were equal, his message would have to be understood
by a large reading public.

He felt that excessive

presentation of complex material detracted from a work's
comprehensible quality:
Speaking broadly, the historians tend to
write with their fellow historians, rather
than the public in view.

They watch each

other for mistakes or omissions.

Woe to

them if they miss a reference to a learned
book or article that bears on their subject.
In vindication they pour out on their pages
the contents of their note-books... It is all
very thorough and sound, but where does the
public come in?
He may have been partly right.. W.J. Eccles has pointed out
that the appeal of Parkman's Olympian style lies in its lack
of self-doubt and its tone of certainty.

Myth, the folk

form of history, tends to present reality in black and white
images.

Wrong seemed to feel that a historian cannot

present complicated facts without being a boring pedant and
sacrificing lucidity.

Presentation of the complexities of a

situation may make more demands on the reader, but does this
necessarily mean that stylistically the study will be so
turgid as to be unreadable?

Wrong's viev; of the historian as
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teacher and interpreter of the past had the net effect of
downplaying another aspect of his task (which is also
drawn from the natural sciences) - the obligation to
present proof.
WRONG AND CANADIAN HISTORY
Wrong deserves note for the establishment of the study of
history as a modern discipline within the University of
Toronto.

However, probably his most significant contribution

for Canadians was the role which he played in shaping
English-Canadian historical studies and defining their
function in Canadian life.

Carl Berger, R.M. Saunders, and

Donald Creighton 4 8 have pointed out that in Canada,
historians have played an important part in the development
of a theory of English-Canadian nationalism.
Saunders both cite Wrong as one example.

Creighton and

Given Wrong's

liberal democratic beliefs and that ideology's interest in
the development of the nation state, this role is easily
understandable.

Wrong focused on various aspects of life

in Canada which he belived were contributing to the
emergence of Canada as a unique liberal democracy. These
included the country's British and French origins, and its
proximity to the United States :
Canada's position has been unique.

It

is the only important country in the new
world to retain a political tie with
Europe and with it an outlook half
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European and also, in the wider sense of
the word, half American.

In Canada, too,

in close contact, are the civilizations of
England and France, the double culture of
a Protestant and Catholic world...Canada
has lived side by side with a great foreign
nation speaking the English tongue, but
at the same time long inspired by bitter
antagonism to the British parent from which
it broke away.

49

It is probably not coincidental that the volumes which
he retired to write should be entitled The Rise and Fall of
New France

(the French and British background) and Canada and

the American Revolution

( the American and British background) .

In this analysis, Wrong's ideological position was
reinforced by the political events of the day in which he
took such an active interest.

The nature of Canada's

political and constitutional position in the Rmpire was
being debated.

The question of French language education,

the debate over conscription during the first war, and the
emergence of Quebec nationalism were challenging English
Canadian believers in the sanctity of the rights of the
individual to take a stand.

In the early years of the

century, the Alaska boundary dispute and the debate over
tariff protection for Canadian goods against the American
market were demanding some definition of Canadian-American
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relations.
Having defined his range of interest Wrong always tried
to be the objective observer who understood both points of
view.

However, in his understanding of a situation, his

liberal colours showed through.

For example, he saw the

ultimate cause of George Ill's negative attitude to the
Thirteen Colonies' demands as "the normal working of the
political mind encased in the older tradition that meant
blindness to forces involving change:
Modern thought, impregnated with the
concept of evolution, regards society
as a living organism, containing within
itself the seeds of both decay and
growth.

We have abundant reason to

cease to think even of a supposed
changeless east.

We know now that

incessantly man himself is altered
in outlook by his environment and
by ideas that reach his mind.

This

law, valid for every generation
was not grasped by the political
mind of England in either the
eighteenth or the early nineteenth
centuries.
Such extensive eludidation of the pattern of history at the
expense of discussion of manuscripts caused Wrong to be
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criticized ror not being an assiduous enough researcher. 51
However, in another context, such injection of value
into his historical writing probably made a significant
contribution to English-Canadian historiography in the
long run.

Continuing the political interests of his

father-in-law Edward Blake, he always tried to be tolerant
of the French Canadian point of view.

For example, in the

biography of the Earl of Elgin, he disapproved of Durham's
famous recommendations concerning the French population of
Canada:
A part, and not the best part of his
recommendations was carried out.

Nothing

appealed to the average Briton's consciousness
of superiority more than Durham's proposal that
the aspirations of the French province should
be ended by uniting it to the English bound
to flow into the country.

Not the best part
52

of Lord Durham's policy was this...
Given recent French Canadian historiography, Wrong's praise
for the role of the church in The Rise and Fall of Mew France
and his tone of writing may perhaps sound archaic and
patronizing,but his attempts to incorporate the French
fact in a positive, constructive way within the Englishlanguage history of Canada was a noteworthy achievement,
when one takes into account the attitude of historians such
as Kings ford and Parkman to French Canada.
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There were limits to Wrong's liberalism however, and this
becomes evident in his attitude to Indians whom he considered
as fundamentally immoral inferior creatures.

He approved
53
of Parkman's depiction of them as "sinful men"
and dwells
at considerable length on the fact that Sagard was dealing
54
with people whose lives had many sordid features.
Apparently,
the Indians fell outside the aspects of Canada's past which
contributed in a positive way to the growth of a liberal
democracy.

Their negative features had to be pointed out.

Wrong's tendency to moralize and state what he thought
laws rather than facts, does probably detract from the
usefulness of his historical writing in the long run, for as
ideas about the interpretation of the past have changed, his
generalizations have an obsolete ring.

Possibly his most

lasting book is his edition of Sagardis Journey to the Hurons,
of which the text has been most useful to subsequent
historians such as Marcel Trudel.
However, his strong sense of direction and his
certainty about the importance of the past to contemporary
society enabled him to act decisively in incorporating the
study of history into the halls of academe.

The very notion

of the importance of a Canadian history cannot be attributed
just to nationalistic currents of his day, but to Wrong's own
belief that society was growing to a state of ever-increasing
liberty, and that if Canadians were to progress in this
direction, they had to know about their past.

The Review of
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Historical Publications had a strong educative function. -) It
was founded to "review our historical literature critically
and sympathetically and each year is likely...to effect
some improvement in its quality".

Such improvement would

not only give Canadians a better prespective on themselves,
but would also draw others - particularly the British - to
learn about Canada.

Thus Canada's progress on the road to

autonomy and full development would be enhanced:
The English read almost nothing that
gives them the trans-oceanic point of
view.

The result sometimes is an

amazing failure to realize that nearly
four centuries of history have
brought to Canada, for instance, the
outlook less of youth than of manhood.
Within the Empire, we shall, indeed,
probably do well to abandon the
symbolism of parent and child and
talk of brothers.

The younger

brother knows his mind, but, to be
understood must learn to express
himself in a literary form so
excellent that the older brother
will be obliged to read about him. '
The education of the British reading public may have been in
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his mind when he wrote his histories.

Writing to Shortt about

the manuscript of one of his books, Wrong said:
The point which I have aimed to make clear
is that the statesmen in Britain learned
little from the American Revolution as
to the treatment of colonies, and

that

its chief effect upon them was to create
a fierce antagonism to democracy.
Usually, it is said that the Revolution
had a great educative effect in respect
to political outlook.

No doubt it matured

Whig doctrine, but it did not change the
attitude of the average Britain towards
colonies, and I rather doubt whether
that is changed much up to the present
time.
The Champlain Society can be seen as an attempt to create a
body of national literature.

In 19 2 2 the Canadian Annual

Review noted that the group "did much to familiarize
Canadians with the character of their pioneer literature
and the historical value, varied interest, and intellectual
importance of [many works]".59
Wrong also worked hard to train historians to carry on
the work.

His correspondence is full of discussions about

the administration of the history department, the hiring of
teachers, proposed courses of study and the work of
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graduate students.

His firm ideas on what constituted

history and his ability to communicate these ideas in an
interesting manner were probably of great help in his work.
As a teacher he seems to have been highly respected.
At the University of Toronto the tutorial method of teaching
which he initiated is still in use in modified form.
It is true that Wrong cannot be given credit for
single handedly organizing the study of history- particularly
the study of Canadian history in Canada,- as Kennth Windsor
has shown.

Moreover, even he did not begin teaching

Canadian history immediately.

W.L. Grant's article written

in 1903 lamented that although the Review of Historical
Publications was doing a great deal for the exchange of
ideas and information about the history of Canada, these
studies were not reaching enough young students in the
university and in the public school system.

Nevertheless,

in the long run, Wrong though his public school textbooks and
his work at the university probably had a fairly significant
impact in the teaching of history in English-speaking
Canada, particularly in Ontario.

When reading through

essays on English Canadian historiography in such volumes
as Approaches to Canadian History and the Canadian Historical
Review, one cannot help by struck by the omnipresence of
themes articulated by Wrong- such themes as French-English
interaction, American-Canadian relations; the importance of
politics and political figures;

Canada's constitutional
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development.

Norah Story"•* may not be far wrong when she

states that Wrong's appointment in 1895 was a significant
turning point in English Canadian historical studies.

Wrong

not only initiated history as a discipline at the University
of Toronto, but used it to shape and articulate an intellectual
base for a developing English Canadian nationality.

Historians

who followed him often did research and wrote within a
thematic framework which he set down.
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is in Smith's satirical Victoria Diamond Jubilee History
of Canada (Toronto, 189 7) in which the author deems the
Review the only Canadian literature worthy of note and
proceeds to make fun of what he considers to be the
Review's preoccupation with good diction, pp.119 ff.

56.

Wrong to Laurier, March 4, 1897.

57.

Wrong, "The Teaching of the History and Geography of
the Empire", pp. 310-11.

58.

Wrong to Shortt, April 11, 192 3.

59.

CAR: 1922 (Toronto, 1923), p. 308.

60.

With the exception of Mackenzie King, others such as
Creighton, Wallace, Martin and Sage have nothing but
praise for Wrong as a teacher.

61.

Kenneth Windsor,"Historical Writing in Canada(To 1920)",
A Literary History of Canada, Carl Klinck, editor
(Toronto, 1972), pp. 208-250.

62.

W.L. Grant,"The Teaching of History in Ontario Schools",
Canadian Magazine Volume XXII (1903-04), pp. 431-6.

63.

Norah Story, editor, Oxford Companion to Canadian
History and Literature (Oxford, 1967), p. 838
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