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ABSTRACT

Salvage excavations took place in 1964 and 1967 at Fort
Meductic, New Brunswick; the site of a fortified Malecite
Indian village where a mission chapel had been constructed

by the French in 1717. Conclusive remains of a palisade

or other early structures had not survived on the extensively
cultivated and eroded site although some tentative evidence
was uncovered. Burials, numerous Indian firepits and
artifacts of the French contact period were found. Other
features excavated at the site included the basement of

an Indian schoolhouse built in 1788. Numerous artifacts
dating to the Loyalist settlement and later activity were
recovered, Fort Meductic had a major role in the early
history of the area and thorough archaeological investigations

of the site were completed before flooding by Mactaquac Dam.
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PREFACE

Archaeological investigations were undertaken at the Tort
Meductic site as part of a project by the New Brunswick
Electric Power Commission to study remains of historical
value along the portion of the Saint John River which would
be flooded upon completion of the Mactaquac Dam. Excavations
were conducted from June through August, 1964, by the author
under contract to the New Brunswick Electric Power Commission
while released for that period from the United States National
Park Service,

The National Historic Sites Service, of the Parks Branch
of the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development,
which agreed to find an archaeologist for the project and
to arrange for publication of a report, also conducﬁed two
brief salvage excavations in July and September, 1967. This
paper is mainly a condensation of the detailed 1964 excava-
tion report. The results of The 1967 investigations have
been added thereby summarizing the results of all of the
excavations which took place before the site was finally

flooded.



Many contributed to the 1964 excavations and their
efforts are greatly appreciated including Mr. Frazer McIntosh
and other staff of the Mactaquac Land Office for handling
many of the project details; George Long, field assistant,
and the excavation crew for their diligent work and Dr. George
MacBeath and staff of the New Brunswick Museum for providing
research assistance.

The author extends his gratitude to Dr. K.K. Langmaid,
University of New Brunswick for soil data; Mr. Iain C. Walker,
National Historic Sites Service for the pipe study; and to
Dr. Kenneth Kidd, Trent University, for bead descriptions.
Artifact identifications were also made by Mrs. Huia Ryder,
New Brunswick Museum, for glass and ceramics; Edward McM.
Larrabee and staff, Fortress of Louisbourg, for gun parts;

and T.M, Hamilton, Miami, Missouri, for gun parts.



INTRODUCTION

Fort Meductic was the principal Malecite Indian settlement
on the Saint John River in New Brunswick during the late
17th and early 18th centuries. The village was important
to the French for fur trading and as a gathering place
from which to attack the New England settlements. A mission
chapel was constructed at Fort Meductic in 1717. The vil-
lage declined in importance after 1730 and was eventually
abandoned by 1760. English Loyalists settled along the
Saint John River in the late 18th century but the village
was sporadically resettled by the Indians who continued
to camp there until the mid-19th century.

Local tradition places the site of the fort on
Meductic flat which is a level intervale on the west bank
of the Saint John River 10 miles south of the town of
Woodstock. A late 18th century map shows the fort in lot 5.
The only remaining evidence 1in recent times, however, was
an overgrown burial ground preserved in an otherwise culti-
vated field. 1In 1890, a slate tablet from the early mission
church was found in the cemetery and this resulted in the
placement of a historical marker along the nearby highway.
A detailed history of the site was compiled by the Reverend
W. O. Raymond (1897), but archaeological excavations were

not attempted before the Mactaquac Dam project.



The excavations in 1964 were necessarily exploratory
because intensive cultivation and erosion had erased all
visible signs of any early structures on the flat. The
cemetery was cleared and several burials werce [found.
Investigations in the vicinty of the cemetery uncovered
concentrations of window glass, handwrought nails and areas
of ashes and stains. However conclusive evidence of the
mission chapel was not found. A stone feature, thought
to be an early fireplace, was also investigated at the
cemetery.

Long test trenches were dug across the field and these
were expanded into wider excavation areas to investigate
any signs of habitation below the plow zone. Many Indian
firepits were uncovercd.

The only possible evidence of the fortification were
stains in the trench walls which may have been the profile
of a ditch along the palisade. The direction of this
feature generally followed the pattern of the fort in a
plan drawn by Raymond. However the "U'-shaped stain was
very indistinct in some places and missing in some portions
of the projected course.

Excavations in the field uncovered a brick-filled cellar

with artifacts indicating an early 19th century occupation. This

feature may have been the remains of a schoolhouse built
for the Indians in 1788,

A second cellar depression containing building stones



was excavated. It was known as the "trading post" but the
date of the structure was not determined.

Artifacts throughout the site were mixed by plowing
and there was no clear stratigraphy in the excavated areas.
European material was predominant. The earliest artifacts
dated to the 17th century and there was much 18th and 19th
century material.

The first follow-up investigation by the National
Historic Sites Service at the Fort Meductic site took place
in August, 1967, when K.A. Coleman tested several portions
of the site using mechanical equipment, a back-hoe, to
expedite digging. This investigation was partly to deter-
mine the nature of a feature which appeared on aerial
photographs taken of Meductic flat after the 1964 excavations.
It turned out to be a shallow line caused by plowing and
no further evidence of Fort Meductic was found.

Another salvage effort was made in September, 1967,
in order to find more archaeological evidence before the
flat was finally flooded. This time a bull-dozer cut a
number of 10-foot-wide trenches through the previously
excavated areas and other locations. Although burials
and firepits were exposed and additional artifacts were
recovered, it was not possible to add any information

concerning the old fortification.



HISTORY

The Malecite Indian village of Meductic was probably in
existence prior to the arrival of the first Europeans, and
the village may have been fortified originally as a means
of protection against raiding Mohawks. Since the Malecites
partly depended on crops for their subsistence, Meductic,
with its abundance of arable land, became their principal
settlement. Perhaps more important, however, was 1its
location. The village was only four miles above the mouth
of the Eel River, which was part of a principal water
route to New England. There was a portage from Fort
Meductic to a point above the rapids in the mouth of the
Eel River.

The upper reaches of the Saint John were familiar
to French fur traders by the mid-17th century. In 1684,
René Damours was given the de Clignancourt seigneury which
included Meductic. He did not develop the land, preferring
to trade with the Indians.

The first resident missionary to the Malecite Indians
at Meductic was a Recollet priest, Father Simon Girard de
la Place. He was put in charge of the post on the Saint
John in 1685 and took up his residence at Meductic where

he lived for 14 years. Father Simon was present at the
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siege of Fort Pemaquid in 1689 when an Lnglish youth,
John Gyles, was taken captive by the Malecites and held
about six years at Meductic.

After Father Simon's death in 1699, the Jesuits assumed
the missionary work among the Indians of the Saint John
River, and Father Pierre-Joseph Aubrey, served the mission
from 1701 until about 1709. The next Jesuit to serve the
mission at Meductic was Father Jean-Baptiste Loyvard. The
French government was anxious to keep the friendship of
the Indians of Acadia, and Louis XIV gave IF'ather Loyard
and the Indians financial help to build a chapel at
Meductic, furnishing a number of religious accessories.
These included a church bell, a statue of the Virgin, two
brass candlesticks and a brass censor. The bell was
engraved with a crown surrounded by four fleurs-de-1lis, and
it was inscribed in French which is translated, '"to the

Malicites of the River Saint John" (Maxwell 1937:34).

Father Loyard's name appears on a small black slate
tablet now in the New Brunswick Museum. It bears a Latin
inscription which is translated, "To God, most excellent,

most high, in honour of Saint John Baptiste, the Maliseets
erected this church A.D. 1717, while Jean Loyard, a priest
of the Society of Jesus, was superintendent of the mission"
(Raymond 1897: 9). Father Loyard died at the mission in
1731.

In the early 1730s, a party of Acadians migrated up



the Saint John to form the new colony of Sainte Anne close
to the small Indian village of Aucpac. Tather Loyard's
succaessor, Father Jean-Pierre Danielou, began to serve
both missions, and Aucpac, with its neighbouring LEuropean
settlement, became more and more important while Meductic
declined. In 1739, Danielou compiled a census on the Saint
John reporting 84 (European) inhabitants at Sainte Anne
and not mentioning Meductic at all--so at least there
rrobably no longer were any LZuropeans at Meductic (Lee
1966:7).

Fort Meductic was apparently abandoned by the end of
the war in 1760. A map of the Saint John River dated 1762
shows Meductic as deserted (Lee 1966:9). FTather Charles-—
Frangois Baille noted in 1767 that "the last Indian at
Medoctec having died, I caused the bell and other articles
to be transported to Ekpahaugh iﬁAucpagj" (Raymond 1897:16).

In the 1780s, Loyalists from the new United States
began arriving on the Saint John. A survey of the valley
in 1782 by Captain John Monroe includes Meductic Tlat: "here
is a fine piece of Intervale in which two or three Indian
families live, about the centre of this Intervale are the
remains of an old Breast work, sufficient to contain 200
men" ( quoted in Raymond 1897: 30).

By 1790, the lands around Meductic had all been granted
to the new settlers. The fort itself seems to have becen

located on Lot 5 (Raymond 1897:31). On an early map in the



Crown ﬂands Office, which is undated but believed to date
from the 18th century, there Is an "X" with the words
"French Fort" written above It on Lot 5. In 1787, lLots

5 and 6 were owned by Issac Atwood and were part of his

farm known as "Captain Atwood's Estate or farm at Meductic."
Houses and out-buildings are mentioned and were probably

on the flat.

Around 1788, a school for the Indians was established
by Reverend Frederick Dibblee and this may also have been
located at Meductic Flat. In a 1790 letter, Dibblee explains,
"I have built a good Log House on the Indian Lot, 26 feet
by 22" (Raymond 1897:36). Raymond scemed to believe the
school house was at the o0ld village sitce. It is possible
that the "Indian Lot" above is Lot 4, once held in trust
for the Indians.

In July, 1841, the Indian Commissioner visited Meductic
Point where the remains of an old Indian fort and graveyard
were pointed out to him. He found only 29 Indians there
and recommended that the land be leased and the settlement
broken up (Raymond 1897:40). .In 1851, part of Lot 27, three
miles south of Woodstock, was purchased by the province
for the use of the Indians and this land now comprises
the Woodstock Reserve.

The Reverend W.0. Raymond of Woodstock compiled much
information on Fort Meductic and drew a conjectural plan

(Fig. 3). When Raymond visited the site sometime before



1896, the only place where the breastwork was visible to

him was along the south and east sides of the burial ground.
However, Mr. Hay, the owner, explained to Raymond that

when his father had purchased the property there was an
earth and stone embankment four or five feet high which

ran diagonally from the northwest corner of the graveyard
toward the river bank, but this embankment had been levelled

(Raymond 1897:5,6).



THE SITE

The site of Fort Meductic was located on Meductic flat
which prior to flooding by the dam was a level intervale,
over 800 ft. wide in some places, that stretched for more
than a mile along the west bank of the Saint John River
(Fig. 1). The flat was almost entirely under cultivation
in 1964.

The river edge of the intervale was marked by a thin
strand of brush and trees along the bank which sloped down
as much as 30 ft. to the rocky beach below. The west side
of the intervale was bordered by a wooded ridge which rose
steeply to higher land overlooking the river valley. The
north end of the flat was bounded by Hays Creek which flowed
into the Saint John at a rocky shoal. The land here is thought
to have once formed a more pronounced point, but erosion had
cut away much of the river bank.

The focal point of the site was the cemetery which stood
out in the cultivated field as an overgrown tangle of brush
and trees. This area measured more than 60 ft. in diameter
(Fig. 4). A large wooden cross placed in the cemetery in
1925 read "Site of Ancient Indian-French Graveyard R I P"

(Fig. 2). Under the brush an earthen embankment less than

3 ft. high bordered part of the east and south
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side of the cemetery. At the northeast corner of the
cemetery there was a group of stones (Fig. 6) which had
becen uncovered just before the 1964 cxcavations and braced
by a wooden frame by Dr. George Clark, who was of the
opinion that it was the fireplace of the "priest's house."
The land surrounding the cemetery was quite level. A
topographical map shows variation only from 118 ft. to
120 ft. There is a dip below the ridge on the west side
of the intervale and the elevation of the field also decreases
to the south. The vicinity of the graveyard is the highest
land and is known to have become an island when spring
floods covered other areas.
An interesting feature was noted at the extreme north
end of the intervale where a narrower field projected
toward Hays Creek. This was a pile of roughly shaped
building stones contained in a depression located on a
ridge about one-quarter mile northwest of the cemetery. The
origin of this cellar depression was unknown except that
the owner, John Love, explained it was traditionally referred
to as the '"Trading Post." It was also noted that two
springs flowed from the escarpment on the west side of
the intervale, one of them opposite the cemetery at a dis-

tance of about 800 ft. The second spring was more than

one-quarter mile to the south.
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THE 1964 EXCAVATIONS

Archaeological Plan

Areas to be excavated at the upper intervale of Meductic
flat were determined as follows. Obvious features such
as the cemetery and cellar depressions were investigated
first. Locations where local informants indicated that
numerous artifacts or other signs of occupation had been
tlowed up in the field were also explored. In addition,
the location of the fortification, chapel, and other
features as indicated on Raymond's 1896 plan were tested
(Fig. 3).

The site area including the cemetery and surrounding
field was surveyed in a 100-ft. grid system for control
during the 1964 project. Test trenches and pits were
given numerical designations in order as these were begun.
The trenches were numbered through 35, and 11 test pits
were dug.

When occupational evidence or important features were
exposed in a test trench or pit, the latter was expanded
into a larger excavation area to follow and uncover the
feature of interest. These excavation areas were given
alphabetical designations A through L. Artifacts were

collected, cleaned and marked with field catalogue numbers
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daily as the excavation progressed. The numbered specimens
were recorded in a log book which included a brief description
of the item and the provenience.

Since much of the digging was exploratory, many test
trenches and pits were involved and activities shifted from
one part of the site to another throughout the summer as
discoveries were made. Some areas were unproductive while
other locations required more extensive work. TIn some
cases it was necessary to return to test trenches abandoned
earlier and deepen them. The following account summarizes
the excavations and findings. The site plan (Fig. 4) shows
the locations of the 1964 test trenches, pits and excavation

areas.

Trench 1, Areas B and D

The initial digging began with test trench 1 located in
the field along the south side of the cemetery. The
purpose was to investigate the nature of the soil and
search for evidence of former occupation. This trench
was started northwest of the cemetery and ran in an
approximately east direction toward the river for a distance
of 300 ft. The trench was 3.0 ft. wide and completed to an
average depth of 1.5 ft. below the ground surface.

Trench 1 revealed a plow zone of dark grey soil about
6 in. deep in this part of the field which rested on a

finer yellow-tan sand. Some thin black stains were exposed
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near the west end of the trench and these were traced by
expanding the excavation in this area into excavation area

B. Another dark stain crossed the floor of the trench
opposite the cemetery and it was investigated by digging
excavation area D. This feature was a grey, hard-caked
substance about 6 in. in diameter. This substance was exposed
later at excavation area J where it was identified as a

natural formation resulting from leaching.

Testing East of Cemetery

Trench 2

A wide path was cleared through the trees, brush and

vines directly east of the cemetery for disposal of back-

dirt at the river bank. Test trench 2 was first dug down

this slope from the edge of the field to the river bank below.
The exposed profile of the river bank indicated that much
evidence of former occupation had been eroded away by the
spring freshets and redeposited at lower levels. Fire-burned
stones were uncovered and numerous artifacts were found

in the trench and along the gravel beach below.

Excavation Area A

In the field directly above test trench 2, there were
traces of a firepit which had been exposed by previous
amateur digging at the site. This location was designated
as excavation area A and expanded by clearing away the sod

and earth to a depth of 6 in. Charcoal, burned stones and
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burned earth indicated occupation, while artifacts included

a trade axe and a knife.

Testing North of Cemetery

Trenches 3, 4, 5, and 6

Test trench 3 began exploration in the field about 200 ft.
north of the cemetery where numerous artifacts were reported
by the owner, John Love, to have been plowed up over the
years. This trench was dug for a length of 170 ft. in an
easterly direction toward the river. After removing the
plow zone soil, the excavators uncovered a black streak
near the west end of the trench at a depth of 1,0 ft. below
the ground surface. This proved to be a zone of charcoal
flecks about 0.2 ft. thick which appeared to have resulted
from human habitation.

Test trench 4 was opened parallel and 20 ft. south of
test trench 3 to determine if the streak continued in that
direction. The feature appeared in trench 4, and therefore
test trench 5 was dug further to the south to continue
tracing the course of this charcoal stain. It was found
in trench 5 where a small pile of burned stones, probably
an Indian firepit, was also uncovered. Test trench 6 was
dug parallel and further to the south of test trench 5,

but the streak did not extend that far.

Excavations Areas C and F

The results of test trenches 3, 4, and 5 indicated that this



area would be worth additional investigation, Excavations
north and south of test trench 3 were designated as excavation
areas C and F (Fig. 7). These areas together eventually
resulted in a large excavation measuring approximately 45

ft. by 85 ft. and averaging a little more than 1.0 ft. in
depth. Test trench 8 was dug down the nearby riverbank

and backdirt from these areas was disposed of there.

Thirteen features of interest were uncovered. These
consisted of six firepits; four areas where there were
concentrations of fire-burned rocks, two post moulds and
a large irregular charcoal-stained area. The firepits
consisted of orange fire-~burned earth, ashes and small
burned stones. The firepits measured from slightly less
than 1.0 ft. to more than 2 ft. in diameter with an average
depth of 6 in.

The charcoal streak first uncovered in trenches 3, 4,
and 5 and numerous other streaks and stains were traced
in areas C and F in an attempt to find the outlines of
possible wigwams, The entire surface was carefully trowelled
but no evidence of structures could be found associated
with the firepits, and the origin of the only two post moulds
was not determined., It was evident, however, that this

area had been extensively used by the Indians.

Trench 7, Excavation Area G

The area of the field just north of the cemetery was first
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explored by digging test trench 7. This trench ran in an
easterly direction toward the river and was taken down to a
depth of 1.0 ft. below the ground surface. Although the
first 100-ft. segment revealed nothing of interest, post
moulds and other features were found toward the eastern
end of the trench and this section was expanded into
excavation area G.

Post moulds were uncovered in excavation area G until

a total of 18 were located in a pattern of an irregular

circle about 13 ft. in diameter. These post moulds, which
averaged 2 in. to 3 in. in diameter, were 1.0 ft. deep from
the bottom of the excavation. Every post mould except one

appeared to be slanted slightly toward the centre of the
circular pattern they formed. These post moulds were probably
from a wigwam.

A firepit was found inside the circle near the east
side. Just outside of the west side of the circle there
was a large oval concentration of burned river pebbles.

This area of pebbles measured 5 ft. by 7 ft.

The Cemetery

While excavations were in progress at other parts of the
site, the cemetery was cleared of brush except for the
larger trees. At the northeast corner of the cemetery
there was the stone structure which Dr. Clark thought

represented the fireplace of a house for the early mission
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priests (Fig. 6). At the southeast corner of the cemetery,
two earth ridges met at a right angle. One ran about
halfway along the east or river side of the cemetery and
the other ran about halfway along the south side. The
embankment was from 2 ft. to 3 ft. high and measured from 3
ft. to 4 ft. wide. These earthen walls gradually decreased

in height away from the intersection.

Northwest Cormner

Explorations in the northwest corner of the cemetery began
with test trench 10 which ran perpendicularly to test trench
7 and proceeded into the cemetery. Window glass and burned
hand-wrought nails were recovered. A 10-ft. square area on
the west side of the trench was carefully trowclled to secek
additional evidence in this portion of the cemetery which
was designated as excavation area H.

This northwest portion of the cemeterv was extensively
dug in hopes of finding remains of the chapel which Raymond
thought was located in this vicinity. 1In addition to
test trench 10, test trench 15 cut into the cemetery in
this area. Two post moulds were found on the floor of
trench 16; and as a result two short trenches, 19 and 20,
were dug between trenches 16 and 10 to intercept any
additional posts, but no others were found. Test pit 7
was dug to a depth of 5 ft. while part of trench 15 along
with trenches 16, 19, and 20 were deepened to 3 ft., but

no indications of a chapel foundation were found.






