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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This summary is an analysis of interviews relating to their importance to certain 

themes. It is a concise summary for the use of Canadian Parks Service employees 

and other researchers. It is included in the bound report providing a commentary 

on different interviews where an informal evaluation has been made for each 

interview. The prime purpose of the summary is to enable researchers to cut to the 

interviews most likely to provide detail for certain themes and to weed out the 

interviews that were less informative. 

Tape 1. Carl Peel. 

An excellent interview involving several key management positions including 

assistant superintendent and superintendent in the southern area, area manager 

and assistant superintendent of the Rideau Canal. He has a total grasp on changing 

management structures. 

Tape 2. Don Warren. 

An important interview with a key public activist for the preservation of heritage 

sites on the Rideau. Good material on his opposition to the electrification of 

Chaffeys Locks. Also important information on growing up at a lock station and 

local activities like guiding. Mr. Warren is a superb communicator and should be 

considered for future interviews on several subjects as well as a video interview on 

his public interest activity. He was also interviewed by Susan Warren in 1984. He 

has a personal collection of documents relating to his activities. 

Tape 3. Bob Moir. 

An honest, up front interview about the frustrations and achievements of public 

service. The most important interview on the subject of water control in his role as 

operations supervisor in the central area. Good information on growing up near 

the canal and activities like trapping, hunting and fishing. A video interview with 

Mr. Moir outlining the process for water control would be valuable. 
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Tape 4. Larry Clark. 

A key interview with a former superintendent active during Transport years. Not 

as useful on Rideau details as his role in lobbying for the canal in other levels of the 

department. Good data on lock electrification issue- see Warren. Excellent contrast 

in work overload in a limited office with John Bonser's analysis of later 

administrative structures. 

Tape 5. Bob Day. 

A concise and important interview with the first full-time interpreter on the canal. 

Good discussion on the introduction of the program to canal employees and the 

balance between heritage and natural resources in planning. 

Tape 6. Grenville Murray. 

This interview involved a wide array of activities from the floating plant to the lock 

station. He worked as a deckhand and a lockmaster. 

Tape 7. Joe Jacques. 

A useful interview on some of the technical details relating to the floating plant and 

maintenance. 

Tape 8. George Foster. 

A mechanical scow operator, he has some important details on maintenance 

activities, especially concerning stone work at lock stations. 

Tape 9. Eddie Moore. 

Mr. Moore was at forefront of new management positions when areas were first 

created in 1967 and when they expanded to three in 1974. As an assistant 

superintendent and area manager, as well as a lockmaster, he is able to provide an 

overview of the era. See also the 1984 interview of Mr. Moore by Susan Warren. 
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Tape 10. Charlie Menagh. 

This interview has little to do with operations and maintenance but it provides 

some good detail on recreational activities on the Rideau Lakes. Menagh operated 

a supply boat from Smiths Falls during the 1930s. 

Tape 11. Dan Danielson. 

An animated interview with a lockmaster who knows a great deal about the Long 

Island and Hartwells Lock Stations. He is adept at identifying the visual changes 

around the Ottawa area locks since 1960. Very opinionated on many issues. A 

good storyteller. 

Tape 12. Ron Pyne. 

An good interview about growing up at the Davis Lock Station. Also details on 

guiding and trapping on the system. A very sensitive overview of living and 

working on the Rideau at a specific station. 

Tape 13. Doreen Campbell. 

Some minor information on the role of the clerk but the interview wasn't successful. 

Tape 14. Fred Killingbeck. 

The only interview with a maintenance supervisor. 

Tape 15. Billy Bowles. 

A good interview on the role of a deckhand in the floating plant. Also some details 

on the work boats, staff and depots. Especially useful on the kind of lifestyle on the 

floating plant. 

3 
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Tape 16. Allan Buell. 
A highly recommended source for an interview, he actually had limited personal 
experience on the canal except for some early canoe tripping and later residence in 
Manotick. More important as a source of information on the Foster family of 
Smiths Falls, who were forwarders. He has some interesting scrapbooks on this 
family. 

Tape 17. Richard Allen. 
A brief interview with the operator of the Gananoque Light and Power Co. 
generating station at Kingston Mills. Some information gleaned on the power 
station and an overview of life and changes around Kingston Mills. 

Tape 18. Gilbert McBroom. 
Very little on operations and maintenance but a sensitive overview of growing up 
at the Lower Brewers Lock Station and changes that have taken place. Note details 
on early mills in the area. 

Tape 19. Gord Mains. 

A good interview with an individual described as an electrician but really Mr. Fixit 
with a wide range of experience in several fields of maintenance. 

Tape 20. Bill Jardine, 

A fair interview with a long term carpenter who has experienced several changes In 
the maintenance field. 

Tape 21. William Bell. 
A good interview with a former operations supervisor with a lot of comparative 
Information between operations on the Trent and Rideau Canals. Note the 
discussion about safety measures and their adaptation on the Rideau. 

TC 
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Tape 22. Harold Nichol. 
Very little information on operations or maintenance but important details on his 
families' role in early boatbuilding and bird carving. 

Tape 23. Stuart Douglas. 
A good interview with a man of many trades who depended on the Rideau for 
some of his operations like lumbering. Information about the Meighen families' 
long time recreational use of the canal. Also information on early boatbuilders and 
activities at the Rideau Ferry Regatta. 

Tape 24. Charles Milne. 

With his father, brother and son as lockmasters at Upper Brewers Lock Station, 
Chuck had a lot to talk about in this fascinating interview. For over 50 years he has 
operated the generating station owned by the Gananoque Light and Power Co. at 
Brewers Mills. Some good observations on local changes in the landscape. 

Tape 25. Marcel Belanger. 
A former lockmaster and present operations supervisor in the northern area, he 
recounts the kinds of problems in water control and visitors services that are 
unique in the Ottawa region. 

Tape 26. Al Rochefort. 

In this interview there is some information on the role of the labourer in a 
temporary situation. There is also insight into activities around Kingston Mills. 

Tape 27. Richard Evoy. 

There is discussion on the operation of the mechanical scows presently in use. 
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Tape 28. Richard Egan. 

Captain Egan had a career in the Rideau Canal floating plant as deckhand, fireman, 

engineer and master. He had not been well recently and the interview did not 

reach its potential. Some insight into the characters which made up the floating 

plant. 

Tape 29. Jack Campbell. 

Retired owner of the Gananoque Light and Power Co., Mr. Campbell provided 

important information on water level management, relations with canal managers 

and the network of dams and watersheds which support the Rideau system in the 

southern area. Further interviews may tap into his wide knowledge of the Rideau 

waterway. 

Tape 30. Syd and Mary Herwig. 

They provide a lively discussion on the roots of recreational boating on the Rideau 

and life on the canal. There is some important information on the relationship 

between boaters and canal operations. A video interview would go far in capturing 

their enthusiasm for classic boating on the Rideau. 

Tape 31. Rheal Regimbald. 

A good interview with a long time member of the carpenter gang. He is interested 

in interpretation and he would be an excellent choice to do a French language video 

of a Rideau Canal lock gate carpenter. 

Tape 32. Edward Winton. 

The interview had little to do with operations and maintenance except his role as a 

founder of a local fish and game association. The Wintons provide information on 

local activities, operating tourist cabins, and changes on the system. 
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Tape 33. John Bonser. 

An important interview reflecting the kinds of changes in attitude and operations 

that have taken place on the Rideau Canal. The present superintendent identifies 

the kinds of challenges that had to be overcome and reflects on the importance of 

150th anniversary celebrations as a catalyst for widespread recognition of the canal. 

Tape 34. Ashton Dale. 

He should be declared a heritage site. This interview was important and forms a 

companion interview with one done by Susan Warren in 1984. He is the last 

surviving member of carpenter gangs who roamed the Rideau Canal in a schedule 

of on-site lock gate and bridge framing. He has wonderful comments on lifestyle 

while growing up at a lock station, and bunking at stations when he was part of the 

gang. Note also his comments on other Rideau Canal staff and also specific 

maintenance problems, like working with wood. He should be interviewed in a 

video format on the nature of lock gate framing in old and modern methods. 

Tape 35. Ruth Anna Glover. 

A short but very interesting interview with the retired owner of Bunnys Tourist 

Home. Having little to do with operations and maintenance, it is an interesting 

account of a dedicated host and a loyal clientele. Some of her long term clients 

should be interviewed. A video walk-about in her tourist home would capture the 

atmosphere of her place. 

Tape 36. Joe Ducharme. 

This interview with a retired Ottawa area lockman was of little importance owing 

to Mr. Ducharme's declining health. 

Tape 37. Jim Watters. 

This interview with an active lockman offered little substance except for some 

information on the early employment of summer students on the canal. More 

information on his youth growing up in proximity to the canal did not pan out. 
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Tape 38. Harry and Helen Showier. 
The major contribution is Harry's as he discussed the environmental changes and 
conditions on the Rideau Lakes over the last four decades. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

The Rideau Canal is over 158 years old and is approximately 150 miles long. As a 

heritage waterway, the Rideau presents an image of an earlier era when water 

transportation played a more significant part of everyday life. Old technologies 

and structures persist at lock stations, the canal still meanders through lake land, 

rural countryside, and small towns and cities. In spite of the timeless setting, the 

Rideau Canal has experienced major transformations over its history. It has passed 

through eras dominated by military, commercial and recreational uses. Many 

Rideau shorelines have seen vast changes in land use and occupation. One of the 

more significant transformations on the canal has been recent. As a result of the 

growing dominance of the recreational use of the canal throughout this century, the 

canal passed from the hands of the Department of Transport in 1972 to Parks 

authorities first in the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs and later 

Environment Canada. 

The transformation has had a major impact on canal management. The canal has 

modernized its procedures in operations and maintenance, it has broadened its 

objective beyond passing boats to include servicing the needs of the tourist 

industry, it has taken a more significant role in environmental management, and it 

has acquired the necessary funding to maintain heritage structures and support 

interpretive programs. 

The purpose of this oral history is to capture some of the flavour of operations and 

maintenance on the Rideau Canal before the transition, and to detect the impact of 

changes during and after the transformation. This project has been significant 

because procedures on the canal survived well into the mid-century. 

The result of this oral history is an easily accessible collection of tapes, transcripts, 

and a summary that will be a significant contribution to our knowledge of the lives 

and routines of people who worked and lived on the Rideau Waterway. 

9 
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B. INTERVIEWER AND INTERVIEWEE 

The project manager and interviewer for the project is Larry Turner, principal 
historian with Commonwealth Historic Resource Management Limited. He is 
thoroughly versed in the historical and contemporary development of operations, 
maintenance, and management of the Rideau Canal. He has worked on several 
Rideau Canal projects including histories of the two Tay Canals and recreational 
boating, as well as studies of canal work vessels and their staff, the development of 
lock gate framer s carpenter gangs and maintenance and operations at Hartwells 
Lock Station (see bibliography). He is a past-president of the Rideau and Adams 
Lake Fish and Game Association, a member of the heritage committee of the 
Manotick Classic Boat Club, and a board member of the Friends of the Rideau. 
Turner's familiarity with subject background, knowledge of sources, and 
experience in interviewing are key factors which ensure the success of this project 
A comprehensive plan for seeking the appropriate questions in interviews and 
understanding the significance and impact of answers has resulted in a document 
with wide-ranging sources of information. 

Most of the interviewees came from a list of sixty names prepared by the Rideau 
Canal Office. The list represented individuals likely to have knowledge of 
operations and maintenance on the Rideau Canal. The list was well balanced by 
region and job background, and most were retired. More than half of the list 
declined to be interviewed, or could not be found, with many of the individuals 
declining because of personal health or health problems in the family. 

Several of the names in the Rideau Canal list had not been employees, and to round 
out a full slate, the interviewer added several individuals who he thought would 
contribute to the oral history. The individuals not employed on the canal offered 
insight into their view of canal operations and maintenance as well as other 
observations. Owing to the dominance of males in past Rideau Canal staffing, only 
one female Rideau Canal employee was interviewed out of a total of thirty-eight 
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interviews. One female was interviewed as a tourist home operator, and four 

others contributed to interviews as a husband and wife team. Unfortunately no 

woman who had lived on a lock station was interviewed. 

Most of the interviews took place in the homes of the respondents, and several were 

located at work stations. One interview was undertaken by phone. All of the 

interviews were less than an hour in duration, and some were for half an hour. The 

interviews were conducted in a relaxed atmosphere, with discussion taking place 

before and after the interviews to collect biographical data and set the line of 

questioning. Unfortunately some of characters told stories when the taping was 

over to be 'off the record'. The interviewer would like to acknowledge the 

hospitality and patience extended by all the interviewees. 

All of the thirty-eight interviews involving forty-two persons were taped on a 

standard cassette recorder, and transcribed. A counter index appears at the end of 

each transcribed interview. None of the tapes or transcripts were edited for 

content, and square brackets were used [ ] for clarification of statements or added 

information. Release forms were signed where possible, photographs were taken of 

most of the individuals and short biographies were collected on all of them. 

The list of interviewees and their biographies are as follows. Transcripts of the 

interviews are bound separately, and the tapes are on file at the Canadian Parks 

Service's Ontario Region office at Cornwall, Ontario. 

Tape 1. Carl Peel 
Carl Peel was born in Peterborough, Ontario. He started work on the Trent Canal 
in 1959 as an accounts payable clerk, and he had served as payroll clerk, store clerk 
and shoreman by 1969. Carl came to the Rideau Canal as assistant superintendent 
in the southern area in 1969, and became superintendent of the southern area in the 
early 1970s. In 1974 he was transferred to Smiths Falls to be area manager in the 
central area and he has served as assistant superintendent of the Rideau Canal since 
1980. He presntly resides in Perth, Ontario. 
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Tape 2. Don Warren 
Don Warren was born on 25 October 1921. He was the son of Herman Warren who 
was a canalman at Newboro Locks 1919-1928 and Lockmaster at Chaffeys Lock 
1928-1956. Don grew up around the lock station and was a guide around Chaffeys 
Locks for many years. After military service he entered the teaching profession 
from which he is retired. Don was instrumental in forming a public interest group 
to save the Chaffeys Lock from electrification. He has served on the local township 
council, and he is presently a member of the board of the Friends of the Rideau. He 
resides at Chaffeys Locks. 

Tape 3. Bob Moir 
Bob Moir was born near Kilmarnock on 10 April 1937. He worked some years at 
CP Express before being hired by the Rideau Canal in May of 1972. Bob worked as 
a lockman at Smiths Falls Combined Locks until 1974 when he was appointed 
operations manager for the central area, a position he still holds. 

Tape 4. Larry Clark 
Larry Clark was born in Morrisburg, Ontario in 1922. After serving with a bomber 
command overseas, he studied forestry and engineering, graduating from the 
University of New Brunswick with a degree in civil engineering. In 1950, L.W. 
Clark joined the Rideau Canal as an engineer, and he replaced A.R. Whittier as 
superintending engineer in 1954, a post he held until 1972 when he was transferred 
to Canals Branch in Ottawa. He is now retired and living in Ottawa. 

Tape 5. Bob Day 
BOD Day was born in North Bay, Ontario in 1942, and graduated from the 
University of New Brunswick as a forester. Mr. Day was the first permanent 
interpretive officer on the Rideau Canal in 1976 where he worked until 1981. He is 
presently the superintendent of the Georgian Bay District of the Canadian Parks 
Service. 

Tape 6. Grenville Murray 
Grenville Murray was born in Burritts Rapids, Ontario, on 4 April 1919. After 
serving overseas in World War II, he was employed at the woollen mill in Burritts 
Rapids and later at the Merrickville foundry before starting work with the Rideau 
Canal in 1948. Mr. Murray worked in construction away from the canal between 
1952 and 1956. He returned to the Rideau Canal in 1956 where he worked on the 
floating plant as a deckhand, became a bridgemaster, and from 1972 until his 
retirement in 1984, was the lockmaster at Merrickville. He now lives in Kemptville, 
Ontario. 

Tape 7. Joe Jacques 
Joe Jacques was born 18 June 1925 and raised in Lancaster, Ontario. After serving 
in the Armed Forces he moved to Merrickville, where he worked in the foundry. 
He started with the Rideau Canal on 29 June 1962 as a deckhand on the floating 
plant. He has worked on the old tugs and new scows, as a carpenter building lock 
gates and as a sign painter at the shops in Smiths Falls. Mr. Jacques retired in 1986. 
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Tape 8. George Foster 
George Foster was born 3 October 1935 in Frankville, near Jarvis in Kitley 
Township, Ontario. He has worked in the construction industry and with Ontario 
Hydro, and he started working for the Rideau Canal on 27 September 1967. He has 
operated mechanical scow #2 in the central area since 1976 and was formerly on 
maintenance gangs, the work scow towed by the Long Sault, and with the main 
shop in Smiths Falls. 

Tape 9. Ed Moore 
Ed Moore was born and raised in Burritts Rapids, Ontario. He was first employed 
by Rideau Canal in 1956, starting as a deckhand on the old dipper-dredge Rideau. 
After a year he moved on to be lockman at Merrickville and lockmaster at Edmonds 
and Burritts Rapids Lockstations. In 1967 Ed was transfered to the northern area 
depot as assistant superintendent of that section of the canal. He was appointed 
Area Manager in the Southern Division when the canal was divided into three 
maintenance districts in 1974. He retired in 1984, and his late wife was a daughter 
of a lockmaster. He lives in Merrickville, Ontario. 

Tape 10. Charles Menagh 
Charles Menagh was born in 1901 in the house he still lives in at 11 Jasper Avenue, 
Smiths Falls, Ontario. He has been around the Rideau Canal all of nis life and 
worked for Frost and Woods Agricultural Implements between 1928 and 1954, and 
in research for the Department of National Defence. In the early 1930s he operated 
a small supply boat visiting cottages and hotels on the Rideau Lakes for his uncle. 
He is a long-time cottager on Big Rideau Lake. 

Tape 11. Dan Danielson 
Dan Danielson was born in Bangor, Saskatchewan, on 30 January 1911. He came to 
Ottawa during World War II when he was involved with the wireless radio school 
at Uplands. He started working on the Rideau Canal in 1960 as a lockman, and he 
served in that position at Long Island and Black Rapids before becoming 
lockmaster at Hartwells Lock Station in 1968. He retired in 1975 and lives in 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Tape 12. Ron Pyne 
Ron Pyne was born in June of 1944, and he was raised at Davis Locks where his 
father, Jim Pyne, was a lockmaster between 1947 and 1959. Ron started working for 
the Rideau Canal in 1974 and he has been a lockman at Narrows and Davis Lock 
Stations. 

Tape 13. Doreen Campbell 
Doreen Campbell is a clerk with the Central Area Office of the Rideau Canal. She 
was born near Portland, Ontario on 4 October 1918. She worked previously with a 
furniture company in Toledo, Ontario, and began working on the canal in 1974. 


