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ABSTRACT

The rush over the Chilkoot and White passes reached its zenith in
the winter of 1897-98 when an unprecedented number of goldseekers
scrambled over the mountain barrier to the Klondike. Actually a place
in Yukon history had been secured for the Yukon Pass long before the
gold rush. A major trade route for the Tlingit Indians, the natives
retained control of the Chilkoot Pass until the 1880s when the
prospecting and trading activities of the Europeans and Americans
dictated the necessity of a short route into the Yukon. In this study I
trace the history of the Chilkoot Pass, emphasizing its important role
in Yukon transportation, the great rush of 1898 and the establishment of
an administrative structure after the boom period. The Chilkoot Pass
played a significant role in the transportation infrastructure
throughout the southwestern Yukon that would form the basis for Yukon
development.
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