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live to see the acquisition of the Northwest, but some of his
suggestions and prophesies came to pass, and some of his fears were
realized. It is difficult to assess what impact, if any, McDonald's
views had upon the final disposition of the western lands. A relative
by marriage and MIA for Vaudreuil, Robert Unwin Hardwood, solicited his
advice when a group of Toronto businessmen petitioned the Assembly in
1858 to incorporate the North West Transportation and Navigation
Company.32 McDonald pointed out that the new company could not
possibly generate sufficient capital for the task at hand and he was
proved correct; the company received its charter but produced no
results.33 In his last letter to McDonald, Ellice wrote: "I
acknowledge, merely to thank you for your letter....l answered your
former ones more from respect for an old North Wester than with any
intention of entering into a controversy."34

His Last Years

In reading McDonald's lucid pleas for the protection of the native
peoples and his enthusiasm for a railway to the West Coast, it is
difficult to keep in mind that these were the ideas and views of a man
in his late eighties; however, it was not long before McDonald's health
began to crumble under the weight of his advancing years. By 1859,
three years after the death of his spinster daughter Agnes, ill health
forced him to return temporarily to Inverarden, which he had built over
40 years earlier, and to the care which his daughter Eliza could
provide. McDonald had often found it difficult to get along with
others; time did not mellow his personality. He began to find fault in
his children and grandchildren. As soon as he was able, McDonald left
Inverarden and returned to the security of his beloved Gart. A
photograph of McDonald taken by William Notman in 1863 reveals a gaunt,
severe and uncompromising old man — a man who had perhaps lived beyond
his time (see Fig. 4). 1In his last few years he seems to have felt that
only his youngest son, De Bellefeuille, had not abandoned or
disappointed him. McDonald died on 25 January 1866 and was buried in
the family graveyard on a hill overlooking Gart and Inverarden.
Ironically, De Bellefeuille mortgaged the family estate in 1872 and by
1878 Gart was in the hands of the Molson's Bank. In 1970 McDonald's
remains and those of members of his family were reinterred in a public
cemetery near Cornwall. His name on the gravestone is misspelled.
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Inverarden: A Problem of Nomenclature

Before the construction and later modifications to McDonald's home are
analysed in detail, an examination of some of the names traditionally
associated with the house is required. Historical research conducted
for the Inverarden Restoration Project indicates that some of these
names may be historically inaccurate. Marion MacRae and Anthony
Adamson, for example, refer in their pioneering study of domestic
architecture in Upper Canada, The Ancestral Roof, to the construction of
"Inverarden" for John McDonald.l! "Inverarden” would appear to be a
20th-century misspelling of "Inverardine,” the name by which the house
was known in the last quarter of the 19th century. Similarly, William
Stewart Wallace and other secondary sources refer to John McDonald as
“McDonald of Garth,"” after the family estate, Garth, where he was born,
to distinguish him from other John McDonalds.2 Yet McDonald was
nicknamed "le bras croche” by his fellow fur traders and he himself
called his birthplace “Gart,” not "Garth."3 The inattention of
19th-century writers to details of spelling is well known to historians,
but does not seem to explain this particular case. The documentary
material uncovered indicates that McDonald was consistent in his use of
"Gart" rather than "Garth."” The question of spelling is important
because it appears from the material available that Inverarden was known
locally as Gart during the first decade after its construction in 1816.
According to C. Blackie's Dictionary of Place Names, "Garth" comes
from the Teutonic and Scandinavian for an enclosed place, either for
crops or animals, and gradually came to mean a farm; it is often written
as "Gart”™ in Scotland and Ireland. There is a Garth estate near
Aberfeldy, Perthshire, Scotland, which includes the ruins of Garth Castle
(ca. 1380), reputedly the ancestral home of the McDonalds of Garth.%
John McDonald, writing in the family bible about 1856, gives his place
of birth as "'Gart', Callander [g}gj."S In his autobiographical
notes written in 1859, McDonald states that his father "lived at Gart
near Callander [EEEJ'"6 He also notes in passing that his
grandfather had suffered a blow to the head at the battle of Culloden
(1745) and thereafter "had occasionally the loss of his reason, in one of
those paroxysms he sold the family property for a song."7 It seems
probable that Mcdonald's grandfather sold Garth and that his father
purchased a lesser estate which he called Gart, possibly a diminutive of
Garth. As Aberfeldy and Callendar are 35 miles apart, it seems unlikely
that the references would be to the same geographical locations in
Scotland. The important point is that all the citations in McDonald's
known correspondence are to Gart, not Garth. It may be quite acceptable




