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Abstract 

The ceramics from Lower Fort Garry were retrieved from 31 operations, 
most of which represent individual structures. The variety of ceramic 
objects includes tableware, commercial containers, storage vessels, 
kitchen ware, flowerpots, decorative objects, dolls and toy dishes. 

The largest group, represented by the tableware, was manufactured 
in England and dates from ca. 183b to the beginning of the ZUth century. 
A large percentage of this pottery was made by the Spode/Copeland 
company of Staffordshire. They were the commissioned suppliers of 
pottery to the Hudson's Bay Company from 183o to at least 1872. With 
the exception of several commercial containers manufactured in England, 
the remainder of the collection is unmarked. On the basis of their 
function, decoration and manufacturing techniques, they are dated to the 
second half of the 19th century. Their country of origin is not known, 
though many of the decorative articles appear to be continental. 

All the pottery discussed in this report is believed to have been 
associated with the fort during its Hudson's Bay Company occupation. 
The only modern material was found in two refuse areas to the north of 
the fort. 

Submitted for publication, 1972, Dy Lynne Sussinan, National Historic 
Parks and Sites Branch, Parks Canada, Ottawa. 
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Preface 

The excavations during the field seasons in 19b5, 1966 and 19b7 at Lower 
Fort Garry were carried out under the direction of James V. Chism, then 
Research Associate in the Department of Anthropology at the University 
of Manitoba. The university was under contract to the National Historic 
Parks and Sites Branch, Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, to conduct archaeological research of Lower Fort Garry for 
the period 15 May 1965 to 15 May 1966. From June 1967 to May 1968 my 
position was that of crew member and later artifact cataloguer, after 
which 1 entered into contract with National Historic Parks and Sites 
Branch as ceramics cataloguer and analyst. 

1 would like to thank Robert Gopeland, a director of Spode 
Ltd., and Lester Ross, then archaeological laboratory director, Fort 
Vancouver National Historic Park, United States Department of the 
Interior, and now with National Historic Parks and Sites Branch, Parks 
Canada, for their help in identifying patterns. 

Thanks are due Dorothy Martin and Lathy Pettipas for their 
assistance in cataloguing; fan Cameron, Marie-Christine Poussineau and 
Jane Moussette for the report drawings; Georges Lupien and staff for the 
photography; Mr. and Mrs. Harry Martin for the artifacts from the Fort 
Desjarlais site, and John V. Hodges for his excellent illustrated 
catalogue sheets of the ceramics from the Last Mountain House site. 

1 would especially like to extend my gratitude to James V. Chism 
and James Henderson for their consultations on the archaeology, and 
Jean-Pierre Cloutier, George Miller and Dorothy Griffiths for their 
information and advice on ceramics. 
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