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Now, here, you see, it takes all the running 
you can do, to keep in the same place. 
If you want to get somewhere else, you 
must run at least twice as fast as that! 

(Through the Looking Glass, Lewis Carroll) 

Glossary of Fortifications Terms 
Used in this Report 
Arch: The crown of an arch is the 

highest or central part: the spring 
is the point at which the arch 
connects with the wal l . 

Banquet(te): A raised path along 
the inside of a ditch or parapet on 
which soldiers may stand to fire 
at the enemy. 

Bastion: A projecting part of a fort i
fication, usually pentagonal: one 
side opens into the main body 
of the work. 

Caponier: A covered structure per
mitting flanking fire to cover the 
ditch. 

Casemate: A vaulted room, used for 
a variety of purposes (barrack 
accommodation, storage, artil lery, 
etc.). Frequently built under 
ramparts (q.v.). 

Casemate of defence: A casemate 
behind the counterscarp em
brasured, and mounting guns to 
cover the ditch. 

Casemate of reverse fire: An arched 
structure behind the counterscarp 
and opposite a salient (q.v.), 
provided with embrasures to 
flank the ditch. 

Cavalier: A heavily constructed 
building, usually higher than the 
other works, which mounts a 
battery on its flat roof covering 
the ground around the fort. 

Countermine: A chamber or gallery 
dug under the glacis (q.v.), con
taining a charge of gunpowder 
which may be blown up as an 
enemy approaches. Also a tunnel 
dug to obstruct an enemy who is 
trying to dig under and blow 
up a wal l . 
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