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FOR THE FUTURE OF WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL TRAIND POUR LE PARC NATIONAL KAWAY WEASCHEKIAK OCHE WO0D
PARK AND WE NEED YOUR NELP. WOOD BUFFALO. BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK.

THE ISSUES

This is the third in a series of newsletters designed to
encourage you to participate in planning Wood Buffalo
National Park. The management plan will provide direc-
tion to the park’s management and development for the
next 10 to 15 years. To successfully do this, the plan
must resolve many outstanding and projected problems.

This newsletter provides a list of issues as identified
by Parks Canada. The planning team recognizes this list
may be incomplete and urges you to raise other issues
that concern you during the first stage of the public par-
ticipation program, known as the “Identification of Is-
sues and Collection of Information”’.

Bulletin #3, Programme de planification de |'aménage-
ment du parc national Wood Buffalo.

Voici un résumé du troisiéme bulletin.

Les questions ou les problé@mes qui seront soulevés et
résolus au cours des travaux de planification sont réex-
aminés dans le troisi@me bulletin. lls portent notamment
sur la prévention des incendies de forét, la chasse, le
piégeage, la pé&che (subsistance), I'aménagement de
I’aire récréative du lac Pine, I'accés au parc ou le pas-
sage & travers le parc, I'avenir des lotissements dans le
parc ainsi que sur la gestion des ressources, 'aménage-
ment des installations et |"utilisation des ressources du
parc.

Il se peut qu’il y ait d’autres questions. Elles devraient
trouver leur solution au cours des travaux de planifica-
tion. Si vous en connaissez, nous vous encourageons &
les soumettre & |’équipe de planification lors de la pre-
miére étape du processus de planification.

Voici ce que nous vous proposons.

® Remplissez et postez la carte si vous desirez que
nous vous fassions parvenir ce bulletin en frangais,
que nous ajoutions votre nom a votre liste d’adresses
ou que nous vous donnions des renseignements
supplémentaires.

e Relisez le présent bulletin pour vous familiariser
avec les questions concernant la planification. Existe-
t-il d’autres questions qui, d’aprés vous, meriteraient
que I'on s’y attarde?

Parks Canada urges you to review and comment on
planning issues. Make your views known to any mem-
ber of the planning team at the first round of public
meetings or workshops, which will be held in communi-
ties in and around the park during January, February
and March, or contact the public participation co-ordina-
tor, Maureen Crowe, Box 750, Fort Smith, N.W.T. XOE OPO,
telephone (403) 872-2649, or contact your community
liaison officer. These people are:

Hilda Lepine - Fort Chipewyan, Alberta

Jackson Whiteknife - W.B.N.P. Hunters’ & Trappers’ Assoc.
Charlie Simpson - Peace Point, Alberta

Simon Nanooch - Garden River, Alberta

Rene Mercredi - Fort Smith, N.W.T.

Mary Jane Stewart - - Pine Point, N.W.T.

Raymond Sonfrere - Hay River, N.W.T.

Cathy MacDonald

North Slave Hunters’ & Trappers’ Assoc.
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

PARKS CANADA'S POLICY REGARDING RESOURCE MANAGEMENT STATES ““NATURAL RESOURCES WITHIN NATION-
AL PARKS WILL BE PROTECTED AND MANAGED WITH MINIMAL INTERFERENCE TO NATURAL PROCESSES TO ENSURE
THE PERPETUATION OF NATURALLY EVOLVING LAND AND WATER ENVIRONMENTS AND THEIR ASSOCIATED SPECIES.”

FIRE MANAGEMENT:

WHAT ROLE SHOULD FIRE BE PERMITTED TO PLAY IN THE PARK ENVIRONMENT?
SHOULD FIRE BE EXTINGUISHED IN THE PARK? IF SO, WHEN AND FOR WHAT
REASONS? DOES THE CURRENT PRIORITY ZONING SYSTEM PLACE EMPHASIS ON
THE CORRECT AREAS? HOW MUCH EFFORT SHOULD BE EXPENDED IN EACH ZONE?

Naturally occurring wildfire is a natural process.

Current fire suppression policy is to take action on all reported
fires within the park. It is not possible to totally extinguish all fires
as they occur, especially during a severe fire season. Three prior-
ity zones are currently in use, based on values to be protected.
Zone one consists of the areas surrounding settlements, highway
and utility corridors, the whooping crane nesting area and areas
surrounding man made developments. Zone two areas surround
zone one areas and contain resources and developments of a less
critical nature. Zone two acts as a buffer zone for zone one. Zone
three consists of remote areas of the park where sustained fire
supression action costs could far exceed the values to be protected.
Dollar limits have been set on zone three fires.

Priority is given to zone one during multiple fire situation. Action
may be limited in the other zones when the cost of suppression
could far exceed the values to be protected.

A park fire history study is now underway and should provide
information on the historical role fire has played in the park and
how fire behaves in the park environment. This information will
form the basis for a fire management plan.

BISON:

-HOW CAN THE PARK BISON BE BEST MANAGED AND PROTECTED?

What should the management objectives be regarding population
size, disease control, range management, predation and other
influences? The present objective is to maintain under natural
conditions, a free ranging bison population within the ecological
limits of the park resources.

SPECIAL AREAS:

WHAT AREAS AND FEATURES IN THE PARK REQUIRE SPECIAL PROTECTION?

Parks Canada through its zoning system and specific regulations
can provide protection for special areas and endangered species.
Uncontrolled usage can damage these resources therefore these
features need to be addressed within the plan. For example, should
the public be allowed to visit park caves and if so what safety and
enforcement precautions are required? How should the Salt
Plains.best be appreciated and yet protected? How and what
measures can be directed towards ensuring continued protection
of such species as the whooping crane and peregrine falcon?

PARK BOUNDARY:

IS THE EXISTING PARK BOUNDARY A REASONABLE ONE?

Many park resources require large areas of land for their proper
protection such as the delta, whooping cranes, karstlands and
bison. However, regional development pressures have required
Parks Canada to determine if expansion of the park or re-align-
ment of the boundary are required to protect those resources and
to maintain representation of the northern boreal plains.

Administrative problems created by areas where roads cross the
park boundary repeatedly and where lakes are divided by the
present boundary, as well as by the existence of communities
such as Garden Creek suggest a need for a boundary review.

PREHISTORIC AND
HISTORIC
RESOURCES:

HOW ARE HISTORIC AND PRE-HISTORIC RESOURCES OF WOOD BUFFALO NATION-
AL PARK TO BE PROTECTED?

The park lies in a region rich in human history. Parks Canada
archeologists have located evidence that man moved into this
area as the glaciers melted, living off the bison, moose, small
animals and fish of the region. Much of the activity of fur trade in
northern and western Canada was centered in Fort Chipewyan
just as the interior plains and their rivers became highways for
later development of Canada’s north. Historic sites, and artifacts
of man’s activity are not uncommon but many are increasingly
threatened.
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EXTRACTION &
HARVESTING OF
PARK RESOURCES:

WHAT LEVEL OF RESOURCE HARVESTING IS REQUIRED BY THE LOCAL ECONOMY?
WHAT LEVEL OF USE CAN PARKS CANADA PERMIT WHILE STILL FULFILLING ITS
RESOURCE PROTECTION MANDATE?

Several consumptive uses of the living resources of Wood Buffalo
National Park are still occurring, carried out by park and regional
residents, though the timber berth is held by an international for-
est industry company. The activities were originally sanctioned to
improve the economy of the region. '

These activities are not consistent with existing Parks Canada pol-
icy; however, the local economy depends on these resource ex-
traction activities to varying degrees.

COMMERCIAL
FISHING:

SHOULD COMMERCIAL FISHING BE PERMITTED IN PARK WATERS? IF SO, WHAT
MEANS ARE REQUIRED TO PROTECT AND MANAGE THE HABITAT AND MIGRATION
ROUTES OF THE FISH?

Commercial fishing for goldeye in the Peace-Athabasca Delta
was closed in 1966 due to stock depletion caused by over-harvest-
ing. Restoring the fishery would be difficult as a rock weir on the
Rocher River now blocks an important migration route of the fish
between Lake Athabasca and the Peace River.

COMMERCIAL
LOGGING:

SHOULD COMMERCIAL LOGGING BE PERMITTED IN THE PARK?

There is one timber berth in the park operating under a lease
agreement which expires in 1981, but which will be extended
for an additional 21 years unless conditions of the agreement
are violated. This has not been the case to this date. The logging
operation contravenes the National Park policy but in some win-
ters provides some local employment for residents of Garden
Creek. The white spruce stands located in this timber berth are
possibly the best remaining stands in Alberta.

HUNTING, TRAPPING
AND SUBSISTENCE
FISHING:

HOW CAN THE PARK ENSURE THAT NATIVE HARVESTING OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES
DOES NOT THREATEN THE SURVIVAL OF SOME SPECIES OR CAUSE WILDLIFE
POPULATIONS TO DETERIORATE IN THE FUTURE?

Traditional hunting and trapping privileges were granted to treaty
Indians and others previously harvesting the Park’s animal re-
sources in 1926. Their descendants were permitted to inherit these
privileges in 1949,

The Wood Buffalo National Park Game Regulations now regulate
this activity, however, it is generally felt by the hunters and trap-
pers and the park that some of ‘the regulations are not totally
adequate.

The number of individuals eligible to obtain the hunting and trap-
ping privileges.will increase in the future. The technology of re-
source harvesting will also improve, increasing the pressure on
the park resources.

Some joint managment arrangement is required to ensure that
the objectives of both native residents and the park can be met.







