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PARKS CANADA IS PLANNING
FOR THE FUTURE OF WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL
PARK AND WE NEED YOUR HELP.
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PARCS CANADA SOLLICITE VOTRE COLLABORATION
AUX PLANS D’AVENIR QU'IL EST EN

TRAIN D’ELABORER POUR LE PARC NATIONAL
WOOD BUFFALO.
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KENETAWAYMITINAN TA WECHEHEAK OMA
KAWAY WEASCHEKIAK OCHE W0OD
BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK.
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ALTERNATIVE PL
PROPOSALS
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Parks Canada is developing a long range
management plan for Wood Buffalo National
Park.

After hearing your views and suggestions
at the public meetings last winter; reading
your briefs and letters; talking with you in-
formally and considering many different
types of information, alternative plan

proposals have been prepared. These
proposals are not final plans but combine
the many suggestions that have been made
and take into account the many different fac-
tors that influence how the individual plan-
ning issues can be resolved.

The purpose of this fifth newsletter is to
present the plan proposals and to obtain your

reaction. The alternative judged to be the
most satisfactory, or a new proposal com-
posed of different elements drawn from the
individual items presented here will be
developed and reviewed during the next
stage of the program. It is important to note
that the plan proposals presented in this
newsletter are not final decisions.
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN

Write your comments in the
it closed and drop it in the mail. Postage will
be paid by Parks Canada.

You can also send your written views to:

spaces
provided in this newsletter, fold it and staple

LUTRA ASSOCIATES LTD.
BOX 1866
YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T.
XOE 1HO

Lutra Associates has again been contracted
by Parks Canada to co-ordinate public input
into the development of the management
plan for Wood Buffalo National Park.

THE PLANNING PROCESS

PREPARING PARK PURPOSE & OBJECTIVE STATEMENTS
IDENTIFYING ISSUES & COLLECTING INFORMATION

PUBLIC REVIEW & COMMENT
.

PREPARING ALTERNATIVE PLANS TO SOLVE PROBLEMS
PUBLIC ntvg& COMMENT

SELECTING A FINAL PARK PLAN
PUBLIC REVIEW & COMMENT

-
FINAL APPROVAL
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WINTER, 1981

FALL, 1981

SPRING, 1982

SUMMER, 1982

We are now in Stage 2 of the planning
process as shown above. The alternative plan
proposals described in this newsletter will be
discussed at a series of meetings to be held in
November and December of 1981. Your input
at these meetings and your written comments
will be utilized in preparing a draft manage-
ment plan which will be presented for your
review in the spring of 1982. This plan will
then be amended and refined and presented
to the Minister of the Environment for final

approval.

After the plan has been signed, the major
decisions will be put into effect over a period
of years. Actual implementation of the plan is
dependant on the financial resources made
available to Parks Canada. The plan itself will
be formally reviewed at five year intervals
and amendments made if required. The plan
is designed to remain in effect for a period of
ten to fifteen years.

| CET BULLETIN DE NOUVELLES EST AUSSI DISPONSIBLE EN FRANGAIS

THE ALTERNATIVE PLAN
PROPOSALS

There are many different issues that affect
the development of a comprehensive
management plan for Wood Buffalo National
park. These have been described in earlier
newsletters and were the focus for discus-
sions during the first stage of public meetings
last winter. Since there may be more than
one way to achieve the park objectives and
solve a particular issue or problem, alterna-
tive proposals have been prepared. These
are presented here for your consideration.
The ideas for each proposal have come from
your input, studies of the park and considera-
tion of other information such as the history
of a certain issue, Parks Canada’s legislation
and policies, environmental data and assess-
ment of environmental and regional impacts.

Three general approaches have been taken
to address the many planning issues and in
presenting the proposals. These three ap-
proaches, termed alternative 1, 2, and 3

describe the general orientation of the indivi-
dual proposals and are intended to make it
easier to understand the various options that
are being presented.

It has not always been possible to develop
three different solutions to solve each plan-
ning issue while still meeting the objectives of
the park and taking into account the different
public suggestions and technical information.
For some issues, only 2 different approaches
are feasible while for others, only a single
position is appropriate.

The plan options have been grouped,
where possible, under three main headings.

ALTERNATIVE 1 - emphasizes the maximum
protection of park resources and limits park
development to those areas presently access-
ible. With this alternative, decisions are
based on the maintenance of natural pro-
cesses and the limiting of development.

You may also contact the planning team at
the park adminstration office in Fort Smith.
Phone or write them. Their address is:

WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK
BOX 750
FORT SMITH, N.W.T.
XOE 0P0
(403) 872-2649

Meet with the planning team and discuss
these alternatives. You can do this at public
meetings to be held in:

Garden Creek, Alta.  Fort McMurray, Alta.
Peace Point, Alta. Edmonton, Alta.

Fort Chipewyan, Alta. Calgary, Alta.

High Level, Alta. Fort Smith, N.W.T.

Fort Vermilion, Alta.  Fort Resolution, N.W.T.
Fox Lake, Alta. Pine Point, N.W.T.
Jean D’or Prairie, Alta. Hay River, N.W.T.

Watch for announcements for the exact time
and place of these meetings.

If you live in @ community in or near the
park, talk with your local liaison officer. They
are listed below.

NEYANUN EKWA EYAKWOMA ACHIM-
OASINAKANA KA MASINAKATIKI OMA
KAWAYASCHIKICHIK WOOD BUFFALO
NATIONAL PARK.

OMA ACHIMOASINAKAN ENSTWAYUK
SI WETAMOK TAKISEWEASTATOW EKWA
TANSI TISE MENOSTATCHI NANTO ESA
MIPAYIK. EKWA EYAKWUNE OHI TA IMO-
TAMUK MAMOPUNIK ANOCH PIPOKIK
KINOTI KISKITINAWOW TANSI KISCHAN-
ACH OHKIK KA PEKISWATAWOK.

Jackson Whiteknife Fort Chipewyan
Rene Mercredi Fort Smith

Cathy MacDonald Fort Smith

Ray Sonfrere Hay River

Simon Nanooch Garden Creek
Sharon Dragon Pine Point

John James Antoine Peace Point

Margaret Vermillion Fort Chipewyan

ALTERNATIVE 2 - is based on provision of in-
creased development and management.
There are more opportunities and facilities
provided for people visiting the park and
more use of active resource management
techniques. The bulk of the park will remain
as wilderness.

ALTERNATIVE 3 - is the approach most slanted
toward facility and access development. This
alternative relies, to a lesser extent, on strict
resource preservation and natural processes
as a base for resource management than the
other alternatives. Alternative 3, however,
still takes into account the necessity to protect
the park resources and recognizes the wilder-
ness character of the park.

It is important to note that the draft
management plan may not be one of the
three options outlined in this newsletter.
Based on your review and input, various
elements from option 1, 2 and/or 3 may be
combined in the final plan.
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“ACCESS AND VISITOR USE
FACILITY DEVELOPMENTS:

REGIONAL AND INTERNAL ROADS

OBJECTIVE:

To define what new roads or alterations
to existing roads are required in the park
in order to provide adequate access to the
park while also ensuring the protection of
park resources.

ALTERNATIVE 1:

New demands on the existing park road net-
work reflect the growth of regional com-
munities and the increasing tourist traffic. The
economic benefits of better access to
southern Canada for regional communities,
the cost of constructing, maintaining and

ALTERNATIVE 2:

upgrading roads, Parks Canada policy, the
desire of the public to gain easier access to
park resources and the protection of those
same resources all contribute to the definition
of the alternatives proposed here.

ALTERNATIVE 3:

Highway 5

Parks Canada will encourage the proposal
by the Government of the Northwest
Territories to surface Highway 5.

Parks Canada will encourage the proposal
by the Government of the Northwest
Territories to surface Highway 5. Minor route
modifications to improve visitor enjoyment
would be designed and funded by Parks
Canada.

Parks Canada will encourage the proposal
by the Government of the Northwest
Territories to surface Highway 5.

Loop Road

Improved maintenance will be undertaken
on the loop road. It will remain at a fair
weather road standard.

Would be upgraded to all weather stan-
dard. Parks Canada would give support to a
crossing of the Slave River that would have
minimal impact on the park and all weather
access to Fort Chipewyan. The upgraded loop
road would form the north part of this route.

South and east portions maintained at cur-
rent standard, with improved maintenance.
The west side would be upgraded.

Winter Road

Will remain on its present alignment. Parks
Canada would support a provincial proposal
to relocate the winter road to the east side of
the Slave River, thereby reducing the number
of ice crossings from 3to 1.

Would remain on existing alignment with
minor improvements. Relocation as in Alter-
native 1 would be supported.

Would remain on existing alignment.
Relocation would be supported as in Alter-
native 1 and 2.

New Roads

No additions to existing road system.

No additions to existing road system.

Potential Roads

Discussed in the
Ahernative Plans

Parks Canada accepts, in principle, the con-
struction of an all-weather road from Alberta
Highway 58 to Peace Point for regional trans-
portation network purposes. This is subject to
the findings of current studies on the Peace
River corridor. As the road is not required for
park purposes, Parks Canada will not fund
the construction or subsequent maintenance
of the road but may contribute to design costs
to ensure that any potential route is en-
vironmentally acceptable.

COMMENTS:

(please write comments here)
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RAINBOW LAKES

OBJECTIVE:

To determine the appropriate level of ac-
cess and facility development needed at
the Rainbow Lakes.

ALTERNATIVE 1:

These small sinkhole lakes are visited by a
very small number of local residents each
summer. Most of them fish for trout which
were at one time stocked by the park in the
largest of the lakes. A cutline extends from

ALTERNATIVE 2:

the Pine Lake road to the lakes. It no longer pro-
vides access to vehicles. At present the cutline
is part of a trail system under development in
the area. Three alternatives for development
in the area are provided here.

ALTERNATIVE 3:

Access
The existing 6 km hiking trail would
provide access to the lakes.

Additional trails would be developed to the
Salt Plains.

The existing trail will be retained and
upgraded. Additional trails would be
developed to the Salt Plains north of the
lakes.

A low standard road (6 km) will be construc-
ted along the cutline to the proximity of the
lakes. Additional trails would be developed.

Facilities

A small primitive campground would be
developed adjacent to one of the lakes. Non-
motorized craft transported to the lakes by
users will be permitted.

Fish-Stocking

Development of a small primitive camp-
ground. Canoes would be provided at the
lakes under a concession agreement.

A 5-site primitive (walk-in) campground will
be developed adjacent to one of the iakes.
Non-motorized water craft only will be per-
mitted.

Will not be carried out.

COMMENTS:

(please write comments here)

Will not be carried out.

Will be carried out on a continuing basis.

NORTH END / HIGHWAY 5 CORRIDOR

OBJECTIVE:

To provide appropriate levels of visitor
facilities in the north end of the park and in
the highway 5 corridor in order to increase
visitor enjoyment and understanding of
the park resources of that area.

ALTERNATIVE 1:

Residents of communities north of the park
have expressed a desire for park facilities to
be developed closer to their homes. Tourists
entering the park from the north do not have
the opportunity to become aware of park
resources until they reach Fort Smith.

ALTERNATIVE 2:

The proper level of development must take
into consideration the small numbers of
visitors to the area as well as the significance
of park resources and the importance of in-
forming the public about them.

ALTERNATIVE 3:

Facilities

Orientation exhibit and roadside picnic
facilities at Angus Tower with short inter-
pretive trail. Roadside picnic facilities con-
structed at Nyarling River Crossing.

Orientation exhibit and picnic facility at
Angus Tower. A roadside trail head at Nyarling
River Crossing and a hiking trail to Needle
Lake (12 km).

Orientation exhibit and picnic facilities at
Angus Tower. Roadside picnic facility at
Nyarling River Crossing. Upgrading of
existing trail to Needle Lake to provide
vehicle access. Primitive campground at
Needle Lake accessible by road.

Interpretation

Improved signage of facilities along high-
way 5. Preparation of an interpretive road-
way guide. (booklet or pamphlet).

COMMENTS:

(please write comments here)

Interpretive loop trail near whooping crane
nesting habitat. Preparation of an interpretive
roadway guide. Improved signage of
features.

Interpretive loop trail near whooping crane
nesting habitat. Preparation of an interpretive
roadway guide. Improved signage of
features.







