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Where Are We in the Process of Establishing a National Park Reserve? 
 

Update: Proposed national park reserve in the South Okanagan-

Similkameen 
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What’s Currently Happening? 

1) Tripartite Committee negotiations continue 

 Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Parks Canada has continued to meet virtually on a regular basis 

with the Government of British Columbia and the syilx/Okanagan Nation, as represented by the Lower 

Similkameen and Osoyoos Bands, to advance negotiation of an establishment agreement.  

 Delays in the process towards reaching an establishment agreement have occurred due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 

2) Update meetings with local elected leaders 

Parks Canada and the Government of British Columbia continue to integrate community advice through meetings 

with the Area Directors of the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen, local municipal representatives, and 

other elected officials to respond to questions brought up on behalf of their constituents. Parks Canada confirmed: 

 That there will be no expropriation of private lands; acquisition of private property will occur only on a willing 

seller-willing buyer basis. 

 That provincial Crown lands within the working boundary of the proposed national park reserve, including the 

existing South Okanagan Grasslands Protected Area, remain under the jurisdiction and management of the 

Province of British Columbia until the proposed national park reserve is established. 

 That interim measures are in place to ensure that no new mineral claims are acquired on Crown lands within 

the proposed boundary. 

 That commercial timber harvest within the proposed boundary is temporarily suspended until a decision is 

made on park establishment.  

 That decisions related to Land Act applications and renewals must be reviewed by the Tripartite Committee.  

Parks Canada noted that management decisions (e.g. camping sites, allowable activities, fire and invasive species 

management, etc.) are not currently being discussed in negotiations, and would be explored in detail though an 

extensive management planning process with First Nations, local government and the public, should the proposed 

national park reserve be established. 

Next Steps  

Negotiations towards an establishment agreement for the proposed national park reserve will continue. All three 

parties – the Government of British Columbia, Parks Canada, and the syilx/Okanagan Nation - are required to 

approve and sign the final agreement in order to establish a national park reserve. The creation of a new national 

park reserve is a complex process and the Governments of Canada, British Columbia and the syilx/Okanagan 

Nation will ensure that the appropriate consideration and time is taken.  

Meetings with local elected leaders, the Government of British Columbia, and Parks Canada will continue when 

new information is available, approximately three to four times a year.  

* Our thoughts are with the communities and all those impacted by the current wildfire season, on-going alerts 

and evacuations. Parks Canada is proud to contribute wildland fire management specialists to assist in 

managing the wildfires occurring in British Columbia, Alberta and Manitoba. Parks Canada recently deployed 

a 17-person Incident Management Team to support the BC Wildfire Service in managing the Nk’Mip Creek 

wildfire. It is with much gratitude that we thank all those who are on the frontlines fighting wildfires. * 
 

More Information:  

 parkscanada.ca/okanagan 

 https://letstalksouthokanagansimilkameen.ca/Okanagan 

 pc.southokanagansud.pc@canada.ca 

 1-833-837-7535 

See reverse side for a map of the working boundary of the proposed 

national park reserve. 

Ce document existe aussi en français.  Demandez votre exemplaire à 

pc.southokanagansud.pc@canada.ca ou au 1-833-837-7535. 
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Description of the Physical Boundaries of the Proposed National Park Reserve 

The proposed working boundary of the proposed national park reserve can be described as follows: 

 The Western boundary lies roughly parallel to Highway 3 and the Similkameen River valley and 
trends at mid elevation from approximately 400 metres, Above Sea Level (ASL) to 520 metres (ASL).  

 The Eastern boundary runs parallel to Highway 97 and the Okanagan River Valley and trends at mid 
elevation from approximately 450 metres (ASL) to 600 metres (ASL). 

 The Southern boundary is the international border between Canada and the United States and 
reaches an elevation of approximately 800 metres (ASL) at its highest point  

 The Northern boundary is the height of land (approximately 1,470 metres ASL) on Crown land to the 
north of the Fairview-Cawston Road.  

 The boundaries protect the watershed catchment basin including the headwaters of the following 
creeks: Cawston, Conifryd, Reed, Hester, Testalinden, Tinhorn, Swartz, Togo, Lone Pine, Strawberry, 
and Blind. 

 


