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ABSTRACT 

The Rogers Pass avalanche defence operation protects a 40 km segment of highway and railway corridor 
centered on Rogers Pass. Glacier National Park, British Columbia. Canada. One hundred and thirty-four 
avalanche paths affect this corridor. Weather and snowpack information is obtained at 2 continuously 
manned stations, 4 secondary stations, and 3 telemetry stations. Avalanche patrols and supplementary 
snowpack observations throughout the control area provide additional data. Static defences include 
snowsheds, trigger zone defence structures, diversion dykes, mounds, retaining benches, and public 
information signs. Artillery fire is staged from 18 locations using a 105 mm Howitzer to engage 170 
targets. For the years 1962-88, the number of control actions ranged from 18 to 60 per winter and lasted 
from one hour to five days. Annual ammunition usage varied from 350 to 1,900 rounds. This is one of 
the largest avalanche control programmes in the world. 
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